FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20579

In Tam MaTrER OF THE CratM OF

Claim No. CZ-2-1468

TR FRANK .‘VADégz.u.;:.p-.wv«.; . R L E I R BN . - . DeciaionNo.. ,CZ—2—09 33

PROPOSED DECISION

__This claim in the amount of $25,000 against the Govermment. .
of Czechoslovakia under subsection 5(a) of the Czechoslovakian

Claims Settlement Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-127, 95 Stat.

~1675) is based upon_the loss of personal property . and an ...

apartment house at Imricha Darvasa Street 18 and Kazinczyho

Street 9 in Kosice, Czechoslovakia.

United States citizen by naturalization on January 24, 1958.

Under subsection 5(a) of the Czechoslovakian Claims

_Settlement Act of 1981, the Commission. is given. the following -

jurisdiction:

"The Commission shall receive and determine, in
accordance with applicable substantive law, including
...international law, the.validity -and-amount of claims:
by nationals of the United States against the Govern-
ment of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic for losses
resulting from the nationalization or other taking of
property owned at the time by nationals of the United
States, which nationalization or other taking occurred
between August- 8, 1958, and- [February 2, 1982]:"

Accordingly, under the law the Commission can grant awards

only for property which was taken after August 8, 1958,

eww- -.At the time--of- £iling- his- claim, claimant-asserted the- -~

loss of a 1/2 interest in a two-story apartment house at Imricha

Darvasa Street 18 and Kazinczyho Street 9 in Kosice. Claimant

.wstated,thatnthe~prope:ty~was taken“by'the4ézechoslovakfauthbritiés;ff°“'“**

on August 11, 1960 pursuant to a decree of the Pinancial Department

of the Kosice National Committee Council.

The evidence of record establishes that claimant became.a . ... ..-



D

The prqpérty in this claim waé”the subject of a previous

. —-claim filed in the-Commission's first Czechoslovakian claimg ™ = =~ 7

program, conducted under Public Law. 85-604. In‘that‘claim, the

claimants were FRANK VADASZ and his brother, Lawrence V. Vadasz,

5 United Statés citizen since July 28, 1944. "The Commission in "~

that claim found that the subjeét property had»been construc-
tively taken by the deernmeht of Czeéhoslbvakia on Jénuary 1,
- 1953, ‘'Sincé Lawtence V. Vadasz was a United States citizen at
that time, he was granted an award for 1/2 the valuevof the
property, or $19,917.50 plusvinterest. |
The date of taking of Januaryrl; 1953 Which:thé Commission
found in the first program was based upon Czechoslovak Law
No. 80/52, which compelled owners of buildings with a gross
rental income of 15,000 crowns or more to deposit the rent in
special accounts.» From such accounts, a real property tax (45
to 50% of the gross rent) and an inheritance tax, if any, were
deducted. In addition, at least 30% of the rent was then
transferred into a building repair account. Thus, in Czecho-
slovakia the owner of a building larger than a one-family
'HWEiling”hAQihéha‘grdss réntél‘ihcome 6f.i5;000 éfowné df ﬁare-
was, after the passage of Law No. 80/52, precluded from the
free and unrestricted use of his realty and the fruits of such
realty. The Commission considered that to all intents and
purposes the owner of the property, despite the fact that he
may have remained the record owner, lost all control over the
"propérty ana wés'iittie-ﬁofevthaﬁ a‘coiiéctiﬁé égéﬁéhféf.thé.
Czechoslovakian Government.
Accordingly, the Commission concluded in the first program
‘that improved xeal prepecty having a gross rental income of =

15,000 crowns or more per year was considered as constructively
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taken by the Government of CzechosloVakia‘on-January 1, 1953.

(These conc1u51ons are set forth in the Commission's Panel

A g v s i e by e e et i

Oplnlon No..fj prlnted on pages 31 32 of the Forelgn Clalms
Settlement Comm1531on s Eleventh Semlannual Report to the
Congress for the period ending December»3;{”}?$9f}

| In the cerreet ciaims program, FRANK VADASZ has submitted

an extract from the land register in Kosice establishing_that

_record title to the)subject prbperty”was transferred to the

,vbuildingwinmlaﬁor.whetherwit~hadubeen«repairedmandwwellwtaken'erffryirf

Czechoslovak State on August 11, 1960. The Commission has
considered the measures taken by the Commission in the first
Czechoslovakian claims program, the reasoning underlying such
measures, and the documentation submitted by claimant FRANK
VADASZ. It concludes that the extract from the land register
in Kosice»establishes that record title to the subject property
was taken from the claimants on August 11, 1960. Accordingly,
the Commission finds thet claimant fRANK VADASZ is entitled to
an award for the loss of his 1/2 interest in the property at
that time. |

In the first program, the Commission reached a value for

~ the subject property by considering an affidavit submitted from ..

an acquaintance of the claimants, rental income from 1938 and
: - :

1950, photographs, and information available to the Commission

~concerning values of property in various cities in Czechoslo-

vakia. The Commission determined in the first program that the
total value of the subject property in 1953 was $39,835.00.
Accordingly, the principal value of the_loss.to Lawrence Vadasz -~ --= ==+
was found to be $19,917.50.

In the current program, the Commission has reviewed the
qelggtignﬂﬁound”in.the“first“program,.és well as the evidence -- - -
of record in the current claim of FRANK VADASZ. The record

does not contain information indicating the condition of the :

care of, or whether it had been allowed to fall into a state of
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wmw~w46isrepai£.“'Since~the*e€idence ofvrecord“dqe§¥not*watrant’a
éhange in the finding of the Commission in the first program,
the Commissidn‘cdﬂcludes that‘FRANK VADASZ ié ent;t;ed'tokan,
-~~w3~aﬁérd~in fhewpfinéipai'amount 6f“$19;9l7:50vfér“fhé”ldsé of his
1/2 interest in the apartment house in Kosice; ' |
The Commission has concluded that in granting-aWards under
-~ subsection 5(a) of Public”Law 97-127, "interest sk:1l be allowéed
at the rate of 6% simple interest per annum from tﬁe date of
loss to February 2, 1982, the date thgrciaims sgttlément aéréemént
| betWeen.the United States and CéechogloVékié'éamé_iﬁto effect.
. éﬂégg ; : F
Claimant, FRANK VADASZ, is therefore ehfitled to an awdrd
in the principal amount of Nineteen-Thdusand Nine Hundred
Seventeen Dollars and Fifty Cents ($19,917.50), plus interest
at the rate of 6% simple interest per annuﬁ from August 11,
11960 to February 2, 1982 in the:ambﬁnfwdfuTﬁénty—Five‘Thbusaﬂd
Six Hundred Seventy Dollars and Twehty—Se§é6 Cénts ($25,670.27),
for a total award of Forty-Five Thduéand Five Hundfed Eightyé
Seven Dollars and Seventy-Seven Cents ($45,587}77).
Dated at Washington, D.C.

and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the Commission,. .

NOV 171983 | QMM/ﬁw

JBéeph/w. Brown, Commissioner

Frank H. Conway, Comﬁ;ﬁx?oner.

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no objec-

tions are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of

this Proposed Decision, the decision will be entered as the Final - — -

Decision of the Commission upon the expiration of 30 days after such. =
e mS€LVice . .or. . receipt-of-notice,-unless--the-Commnission otherwise-orders: -7~

(FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R. 531.5 (e) and (g), as amended.) "~ - =7 o0
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