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of a new reception centre were ongoing at the 
end of the year. 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE
On 14 March, Rwandan national and former 
head of the Rwandan intelligence services 
Pascal Simbikangwa, was sentenced 
by the Paris Assize Court to 25 years’ 
imprisonment for genocide and complicity 
in crimes against humanity perpetrated in 
the context of the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 
This was the first case to come to trial on 
the basis of extraterritorial jurisdiction since 
the establishment in 2012 of a specialized 
investigative unit tasked to deal with cases 
concerning genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. At the end of the year, the 
unit was investigating more than 30 alleged 
crimes perpetrated abroad. 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY
Several demonstrations concerning 
the situation in Gaza, including two 
demonstrations scheduled to take place in 
Paris on 19 and 26 July, were prohibited 
on grounds of security. The demonstrations 
took place despite the ban. Although some 
incidents of violence occurred, concerns 
remained as to whether the decisions to ban 
them were necessary and proportionate.

1. France: Bobigny forced eviction set to leave Roma families homeless 

(News story)  

www.amnesty.org/en/news/france-bobigny-forced-eviction-set-leave-

roma-families-homeless-2014-10-20 

2. “We ask for justice”: Europe’s failure to protect Roma from racist 

violence (EUR 01/007/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR01/007/2014/en 

3. T he state decides who I am: Lack of legal gender recognition for 

transgender people in Europe (EUR 01/001/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR01/001/2014/en 

4. European Court ruling on full-face veils punishes women for 

expressing their beliefs (News story)  

www.amnesty.org/en/news/european-court-ruling-full-face-veils-

punishes-women-expressing-their-religion-2014-07-01 

5. France: Stop extradition of Kazakhstani opposition activist at risk of 

torture (News story)  

www.amnesty.org/en/news/france-stop-extradition-kazakhstani-

opposition-activist-risk-torture-2014-10-24 

6. France: Forced evictions add to climate of fear amid alleged hate 

crimes (EUR 21/003/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR21/003/2014/en 

GAMBIA
Republic of the Gambia
Head of state and government: Yahya Jammeh

2014 marked 20 years since President 
Yahya Jammeh came to power.1 The 
authorities continued to repress dissent. 
The government continued its policy of 
non-co-operation with UN human rights 
mechanisms. Successive legislation 
was passed further restricting freedom 
of expression and increasing punitive 
measures against journalists. Human 
rights defenders and journalists continued 
to face imprisonment and harassment. 
The rights of lesbian, gay bisexual, 
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people 
were further threatened. The year ended 
with an attempted coup on 30 December, 
leading to dozens of arrests and widespread 
crackdowns on media outlets. 

BACKGROUND
Gambia’s human rights record was assessed 
under the UN Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) in October.2 Concerns by UN member 
states included Gambia’s restrictions on the 
right to freedom of expression, its renewed 
use of the death penalty, and discrimination 
and attacks on people on the basis of their 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 

During their visit to Gambia in November, 
the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions and the 
Special Rapporteur on torture were denied 
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access to detention centres where prisoners 
were believed to be at risk of torture. They 
described torture as a “consistent practice” 
in Gambia and expressed concerns about 
the 2012 executions and the climate of 
impunity.3In August, the authorities had 
unilaterally postponed the visit of the Special 
Rapporteurs, without adequate explanation. 

In January 2013, President Jammeh 
suspended political dialogue with the EU 
following the inclusion of human rights on 
the agenda. Although discussions resumed 
in July 2013, little progress was made on 
implementing human rights commitments. 
In October 2013, President Jammeh 
announced Gambia’s withdrawal from the 
Commonwealth, which was collaborating with 
the Gambian authorities on capacity-building 
initiatives for the judiciary and establishing a 
national human rights commission.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Successive legislation was passed in 
recent years restricting the right to freedom 
of expression.

In August 2014, the National Assembly 
passed the Criminal Code (Amendment) 
Act that introduced the charge “absconding 
state officials”. This could be used to target 
individuals who expressed dissent and chose 
to remain outside the country. 

In July 2013, the National Assembly 
passed the Information and Communication 
(Amendment) Act, allowing for penalties of 
up to 15 years’ imprisonment and hefty fines 
for offences including: criticizing government 
officials online; spreading “false news” about 
the government or public officials; making 
derogatory statements against public officials; 
and inciting dissatisfaction or instigating 
violence against the government.

In May 2013, the National Assembly 
passed the Criminal Code (Amendment) 
Act, broadening the definition of various 
offences and imposing harsher punishments 
for acts of public disorder, such as “hurling 
abusive insults” or “singing abusive songs”, 
and for giving false information to a public 

servant. For example, the Act increased the 
punishment for providing false information to 
a public servant from six months’ to five years’ 
imprisonment and/or a larger fine. 
Journalists
Journalists faced harassment, intimidation, 
arbitrary arrest and detention for carrying out 
their legitimate work.4

Sanna Camara was arrested on 27 June 
and charged with publishing false information 
after writing an article on human trafficking in 
Gambia for the Standard newspaper. He was 
denied access to a lawyer or his relatives. He 
was released on bail the next day and ordered 
to report to the police headquarters several 
times per week over several months.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
Human rights defenders faced harassment, 
intimidation, arbitrary arrest and detention, 
torture and enforced disappearance. There 
were risks of reprisals against Gambians 
who sought to engage in relation to the UPR 
examination on Gambia and ahead of the visit 
of the UN Special Rapporteurs. 

By the end of the year no investigation had 
been instigated into the unlawful arrest and 
torture of Imam Baba Leigh, a prominent 
human rights defender and Muslim cleric. He 
had been arrested by National Intelligence 
Agency (NIA) officers in December 2012 and 
placed in incommunicado detention. He was 
repeatedly tortured for publicly condemning 
the government’s use of the death penalty. 
He was released following a presidential 
pardon in May 2013 and subsequently left 
the country in fear for his safety. 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
Detainees were routinely tortured by law 
enforcement personnel as punishment and in 
order to force “confessions”.

Abdou Jeli Keita, an officer with the 
National Drug Enforcement Agency and 
a former journalist, was pushed into a car 
outside his home in Wellingara on 1 August 
by five men wearing civilian clothes, believed 
to be members of the security services. He 
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was blindfolded and driven to an undisclosed 
location where he said he was detained and 
beaten. Abdou Jeli Keita was not charged, nor 
allowed access to a lawyer or his relatives. He 
was told by his captors that he was detained 
because he was suspected of publicizing 
information on poor prison conditions. He was 
released the following day. 

On 18 December 2013, Amadou Sanneh, 
national treasurer of the opposition United 
Democratic Party (UDP), and two other 
UDP members, Alhagie Sambou Fatty and 
Malang Fatty, were convicted of sedition and 
sentenced to up to five years’ imprisonment. 
They were held incommunicado at the NIA 
headquarters for nearly a month prior to 
their trial in October 2013. All three alleged 
they were tortured to confess on national 
television. Alhagie Sambou Fatty and Malang 
Fatty had no legal representation throughout 
their detention and trial. The three men are 
prisoners of conscience.

DEATH PENALTY
In November, the Supreme Court commuted 
the death sentences of Lang Tombong Tamba 
and six others to life imprisonment. The 
seven men - Chief of Defence Staff Lieutenant 
General Lang Tombong Tamba, Brigadier 
General Omar Bun Mbye, Major Lamin Bo 
Badgie, Lieutenant Colonel Kawsu Camara, 
former Deputy Inspector General of Police 
Momodou B. Gaye, Gibril Ngorr Secka and 
Abdoulie Joof - were convicted of treason 
and sentenced to death in 2010. They had 
been sentenced to death for treason, contrary 
to the Constitution which permits the death 
penalty only for crimes “resulting in the death 
of another person”.

In a media interview in August 2013, 
President Jammeh justified the retention of 
the death penalty as being “divine law” and 
stated that he would not pardon anybody 
condemned to death. This would deny 
defendants’ right under international law to 
seek clemency.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER AND INTERSEX PEOPLE
At least eight people, including three women 
and a 17-year-old youth, were arrested by 
men identifying themselves as agents of the 
NIA and Presidential Guards between 7 and 
13 November and threatened with torture 
because of their presumed sexual orientation. 
They were told that if they did not “confess” 
their homosexuality, including by providing 
the names of others, a device would be forced 
into their anus or vagina to “test” their sexual 
orientation. Such treatment would violate 
international law prohibiting torture and 
other ill-treatment. A further six women were 
reportedly arrested on 18 and 19 November 
on the same grounds.5

In August, the National Assembly passed 
the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act 2014 
which created the crime of “aggravated 
homosexuality”, carrying a life sentence. 
The wording of the Amendment was vague, 
making it open to wide-ranging abuse by 
the authorities. Among those who could be 
charged with “aggravated homosexuality” 
were “repeat offenders” and people living 
with HIV who were suspected of being gay or 
lesbian.6

In a speech on national television in 
February, President Jammeh attacked LGBTI 
rights, stating, “We will fight these vermin 
called homosexuals or gays the same way we 
are fighting malaria-causing mosquitoes - if 
not more aggressively.” In May, President 
Jammeh threatened Gambians seeking 
asylum as a result of discrimination on the 
basis of their sexual orientation. 

IMPUNITY
The government made no progress towards 
implementing the judgments of the 
ECOWAS Court of Justice in the enforced 
disappearance of journalist Ebrima Manneh, 
the torture of journalist Musa Saidykhan and 
the unlawful killing of Deyda Hydara.7
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1. Gambia: President Jammeh must put an end to 20 years of repression 

and impunity for human rights violations (AFR 27/009/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR27/009/2014/en

2. Gambia: Deteriorating human rights situation: Amnesty International 

submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review, October-November 

2014 (AFR 27/006/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR27/006/2014/en

3. Gambia: UN monitors denied prison access as they condemn 

“consistent practice” of torture (Press release)  

www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/gambia-un-monitors-

denied-prison-access-they-condemn-consistent-practice-to

4. Gambia: Further information: journalists acquitted and discharged 

(AFR 27/014/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR27/014/2014/en

5. Gambia must stop wave of homophobic arrests and torture (News 

story)  

www.amnesty.org/en/news/gambia-must-stop-wave-homophobic-

arrests-and-torture-2014-11-18

6. Gambia: “Aggravated homosexuality’’ offence carries life sentence 

(News story)  

www.amnesty.org/en/news/gambia-aggravated-homosexuality-

offence-carries-life-sentence-2014-11-21 

7. Gambia: President Jammeh must put an end to 20 years of repression 

and impunity for human rights violations (AFR 27/009/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR27/009/2014/en

GEORGIA
Georgia
Head of state: Giorgi Margvelashvili
Head of government: Irakli Garibashvili

Religious and sexual minorities continued 
to face discrimination and violence 
and in several instances were unable 
to exercise their right to freedom of 
assembly. Opposition politicians were 
subject to violent attacks. Allegations of 
ill-treatment by police and penitentiary 
officials continued to be reported and 
were often inadequately investigated. 
Domestic violence against women 
remained widespread.

BACKGROUND
On 27 June, the European Union signed the 
Association Agreement with Georgia. 

Allegations of the selective prosecution of 
figures associated with the opposition party 
United National Movement (UNM) persisted. 
On 13 August, the Chief Prosecutor's Office 
charged former President Mikheil Saakashvili 
in his absence with embezzlement and 
abuse of office. On 9 December, the OSCE 
trial monitoring, which focused on criminal 
cases against senior officials in President 
Saakashvili’s government, identified concerns 
related to a number of fair trial rights, 
including equality of arms between parties 
and the presumption of innocence.

Defence minister Irakli Alasania was 
sacked on 4 November following the arrests 
of five senior defence officials on 28 October, 
which he had dismissed as politically 
motivated. The officials were accused of 
misspending GEL 4.1 million (US$2.1 million) 
in what the prosecution claimed was a sham 
tender. Several ministerial resignations 
followed resulting in the breakdown of the 
parliamentary coalition. 

In November, three detainees from the US 
detention facility at Guantánamo Bay were 
transferred to Georgia for resettlement.

On 24 November, the de facto authorities 
in Georgia’s Abkhazia region signed the 
Agreement on Alliance and Strategic 
Partnership with the Russian Federation 
making the breakaway territory even more 
dependent on Russia in defence, external 
relations and economic matters. 

DISCRIMINATION 
On 2 May, an anti-discrimination law was 
adopted but without provisions which had 
been included in an earlier draft. These 
would have introduced an independent 
oversight mechanism and financial penalties 
for violations. 

Reported incidents of violent religious 
intolerance increased. The authorities failed 
to protect the rights of religious minorities, 


