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GHANA

Republic of Ghana
Head of state and government: John Dramani
Mahama

Ghana continued to hand down

death sentences although an ongoing
constitutional review process could lead to
abolition. Domestic violence against women
remained widespread.

DEATH PENALTY

Courts continued to hand down death
sentences. No executions have taken place
since 1993.

In March the Constitutional Review
Implementation Committee submitted a draft
bill to the Attorney General and Minister of
Justice to amend provisions of the 1992
Constitution; these included a proposal
to abolish the death penalty. The bill was
expected to be referred back to Parliament for
approval before a referendum is conducted.

In March, in the case of Dexter Eddie
Johnson v. Ghana, the UN Human Rights
Committee condemned the use of automatic
and mandatory death sentences in Ghana. It
called on the government to provide Dexter
Eddie Johnson with an effective remedy,
including the commutation of his death
sentence, and to adjust its legislation to
avoid similar violations in the future. The
government had not responded by the end of
the year.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

Violence against women and girls remained
widespread. A total of 16,275 cases were
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reported to the police-run Domestic Violence
Support Unit in 2013. Although the law
prohibits domestic violence, victims were not
provided with adequate protection and legal
assistance to lodge complaints with the Unit.

GREECE

Hellenic Republic
Head of state: Karolos Papoulias
Head of government: Antonis Samaras

Allegations of excessive use of force and
ill-treatment by law enforcement officers
persisted and continued to be inadequately
investigated. Detention conditions
remained very poor. The maximum length
of administrative detention of irregular
migrants was extended beyond 18 months.
Unlawful push-backs of migrants across the
Greece-Turkey border continued. New hate
crime legislation was adopted in September
amid growing concern at the levels of

racist violence.

BACKGROUND

In October the Public Prosecutor proposed
the indictment of 67 members and leaders
of Golden Dawn, a far right-wing party,

for forming, directing or participating in a
criminal organization. Fifty-seven individuals,
including six MPs, were accused of a series of
additional offences, including the murder in
September 2013 of anti-fascist singer Pavlos
Fyssas, causing “unprovoked bodily harm

to migrants” and the unlawful possession

of weapons.

In November, anarchist Nikos Romanos,
detained at Korydallos prison near the capital,
Athens, began a prolonged hunger strike in
protest at the refusal of the authorities to allow
him educational leave to attend a university
course. He had been imprisoned in October
after being convicted along with three other
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