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Sanctions imposed by the international 
community following a coup in April 2012 
were lifted in July and international aid 
resumed. The new government began 
paying salary arrears to public servants, 
which reduced social tension and the threat 
of strikes.

In September, the UN Security Council 
extended the mandate of the UN Integrated 
Peace-Building Office in Guinea-Bissau 
until November.

Also in September, President Vaz 
dismissed the Chief-of-Staff of the Armed 
Forces, General António Indjai, who led the 
April 2012 coup. 

POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES
Although the election campaign was largely 
peaceful, there were some reports of threats, 
beatings and abduction of politicians by 
security forces in the pre-election period, 
apparently intended to coerce support for 
certain presidential candidates. In February, 
the president and another leading member of 
the political party People’s Manifest publicly 
stated that they had received death threats, 
which they attributed to the security services.

In March, security personnel abducted 
Mário Fambé, a leading member of the Social 
Renewal Party, in the capital, Bissau, and 
took him to the Navy Headquarters where 
they beat him to persuade him to support 
their favoured candidate. He sustained 
serious injuries. The following day, soldiers 
took him to the Military Hospital for treatment 
and released him. 

The day before the second round of 
presidential elections in May, some 12 
members of the PAIGC were beaten by 
security officers in two separate incidents 
in Bissau and in the northern town of 
Bafata. They included some newly elected 
parliamentarians and at least two women. 

There were no investigations into 
these incidents. 

IMPUNITY
By the end of the year, no one had been 
held accountable for human rights violations 
committed in the context of the 2012 coup, 
nor for the political killings that had occurred 
since 2009. 

JUSTICE SYSTEM 
A law against domestic violence which was 
promulgated in January, had not come into 
effect by the end of the year. 

Nine people accused of an attack on a 
military base in Bissau in October 2012 
and convicted in March 2013 after an 
unfair trial by a military court were released 
in September 2014. Three were released 
following an appeal to the High Military Court, 
which accepted that there was no evidence 
of their participation in the attack. The 
remaining six were released two weeks later 
following a presidential pardon.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS
In February, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
extreme poverty and human rights visited 
Guinea-Bissau and found that gender 
inequality and discrimination were the main 
factors underlying poverty. She attributed 
the high maternal mortality rate to the fact 
that 60% of pregnant women did not receive 
adequate ante-natal care. In August the new 
government introduced free medical care for 
children under five years of age, pregnant 
women and the elderly.
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Police ill-treatment remained a concern. 
Violence against women and girls was also 
a concern, and conviction rates for sexual 
offences remained low. 
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BACKGROUND
Following commitments made during 
Guyana’s UN Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) in 2010, the government finally began 
public consultations on corporal punishment 
in schools. However, consultations into the 
abolition of the death penalty, the repeal of 
legislation criminalizing consensual same-
sex relations, and discrimination against 
LGBTI people, to which the government also 
committed in 2010, had yet to begin by the 
end of the year.

Following a vote of no confidence by 
the opposition in August, in November the 
President announced a suspension of the 
National Assembly for up to six months, 
citing among other things the urgent need to 
address “issues relating to economic growth”. 

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
Colwyn Harding alleged that he was 
sodomized with a police baton during his 
arrest by police on 15 November 2013 in 
Timehri. On 2 June 2014, two police officers 
were charged with causing actual bodily 
harm, and one of them was also charged with 
common assault. 

On 30 April, 15-year-old Alex Griffith was 
allegedly shot in the mouth by a police officer 
playing “Russian roulette” with his firearm. 
The police officer was investigating an 
armed robbery allegedly committed against 
a member of the officer’s family. The officer 
was charged in June with unlawful assault 
and discharging a firearm with intent to maim. 

Both cases were still before the courts at 
the end of the year. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS
Physical and sexual violence against women 
and girls remained a concern. According 
to reports, more than 140 cases of rape 
had been reported to the police by early 
September. Conviction rates for sexual 
offences remained low. The Ministry of Legal 
Affairs stated in April that there had been no 
conviction for sexual offences in any of the 22 
cases heard in 2012 and 2013. 

Implementation of the Sexual Offences Act, 
enacted in February 2013, and the National 
Domestic Violence Policy, launched in June 
2008, remained very slow. Concerns were 
raised by women’s rights advocates that there 
was no political will to fully implement either 
act. For example, judicial, law enforcement 
and health officials had not received sufficient 
training on the new acts, and the public 
had not been sufficiently made aware of the 
important changes to protect the lives of 
women and girls that came into force with 
the enactment of these laws. A National Plan 
for the Prevention of Sexual Violence had 
yet to be drafted, despite the new legislation 
stipulating its creation. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
In November, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights requested precautionary 
measures on behalf of staff at the newspaper 
Kaieteur News after they received threats.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER AND INTERSEX PEOPLE
Consensual sex between men remained 
criminalized. There were continuing reports 
of discrimination against LGBTI persons, 
particularly transgender persons.

Four transgender individuals were fired 
upon from a passing vehicle on the night 
of 7 April in central Georgetown. According 
to reports, the police refused to take their 
complaint, and Georgetown Public Hospital 
refused to treat them. 

DEATH PENALTY
In December, Guyana voted for the fifth 
time against a UN resolution to establish 
a moratorium on executions, despite the 
promise to hold a national consultation on 
the issue.


