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them of war crimes for the rape of a 16-year-
old Albanian girl in April 1999. They were 
sentenced to 12 and 10 years’ imprisonment. 
Enforced disappearances 
Relatives of the disappeared protested 
against legal provisions ending their monthly 
compensation of €135 after the body of their 
family member was found. By November, 
1,655 people remained missing after the 
armed conflict. The remains of 53 Kosovo 
Albanians exhumed at Raška were returned 
to their relatives by October.

UNMIK failed to provide reparation, 
including compensation, to the relatives of 
missing Kosovo Serbs, as recommended by 
the Human Rights Advisory Panel.
Freedom of expression
Government and state agencies unduly 
influenced the media through major 
contributions to their advertizing revenue. 
Attacks on investigative journalists continued. 
Visar Duriqi, a journalist for the newspaper 
Express, received serious death threats 
after reporting on Islamic extremist groups. 
The Association of Professional Journalists 
expressed concerns that EULEX had put 
pressure on Koha Ditore journalist, Vehbi 
Kajtazi, who had reported alleged corruption 
in EULEX.

In May, the first march celebrating the 
International Day against Homophobia and 
Transphobia took place without incident. 
Discrimination - hate crimes
In March, three men were convicted and 
given suspended sentences for “Violating the 
Equal Status of Residents of Kosovo” for their 
part in an attack in 2012 on the launch of an 
issue of “Kosovo 2.0” online magazine, on 
sexual orientation and identity. No one was 
brought to justice for an attack on a Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender centre the 
following day; or for threats made in 2013 
against women human rights defenders 
for supporting the law on reparations for 
rape survivors.
Discrimination - Roma
Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians continued 
to face widespread and systematic 

discrimination, yet few measures for their 
integration were implemented. Around 360 
families (1,700 individuals) had reportedly 
migrated from Kosovo by November, to seek 
asylum in Hungary. Plans to build housing 
for Roma in Hereq village, Gjakovë/Djakovica, 
were opposed by local residents. 
Refugees and asylum-seekers
According to UNHCR, the UN refugee 
agency, 17,227 people - the majority of 
them Kosovo Serbs - remained displaced 
after the armed conflict. By 30 November, 
only 404 members of minority communities 
had voluntarily returned to Kosovo, where 
conditions for their reintegration remained 
grossly inadequate. By October, 11,000 
people from Kosovo had applied for asylum 
in the EU. 
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SIERRA LEONE 
Republic of Sierra Leone
Head of state and government : Ernest Bai Koroma 

An outbreak of the Ebola virus disease killed 
at least 2,758 people. A state of emergency 
was declared. Thousands suspected of 
committing crimes during the 11-year 
armed conflict in Sierra Leone have still not 
been investigated. At least two complaints 
of unlawful killings by the police occurred. 
The increased use of criminal defamation 
against journalists threatened freedom 
of expression.

BACKGROUND
In 2013, President Koroma launched 
a review of Sierra Leone’s Constitution. 
Civil society groups began civic education 
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programmes and engagement regarding 
the review. However, these were delayed by 
the Ebola outbreak. International assistance 
was inadequate, although there was some 
improvement later in the year.

EBOLA OUTBREAK
Sierra Leone was severely affected by the 
Ebola epidemic that spread across West 
Africa. By 31 December 2014 there were 
9,446 confirmed cases and at least 2,758 
people had died. The epidemic weakened 
fragile health care systems and more than 
199 health workers were infected by 31 
October. NGOs expressed concerns regarding 
food security, the disproportionate impact 
on women and the treatment of people in 
quarantine. In July 2014, the President 
declared a state of emergency and passed 
the Public Emergency Regulations 2014. 
By-laws for the Prevention of Ebola and Other 
Diseases were also passed by the Ministry 
of Local Government, including a ban on 
public gatherings. 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE
In 2013, the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
upheld the 50-year prison sentence of former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor for his role 
in Sierra Leone’s armed conflict, completing 
the court’s mandate to try those bearing the 
greatest responsibility for crimes committed 
during the conflict. However, thousands 
suspected of committing crimes during the 
conflict have not been investigated and 
brought to justice. The issue of accountability 
for human rights violations was highlighted 
when the UN Panel of Experts on Liberia 
uncovered the presence of alleged arms 
dealer Ibrahim Bah, a Senegalese national, in 
Sierra Leone in 2013. A private prosecution 
was brought against him by victims of 
the conflict supported by a civil society 
organization, the Centre for Accountability 
and Rule of Law. Sierra Leone deported 
Ibrahim Bah to Senegal days before he was 
due to appear in court. 

DEATH PENALTY
Sierra Leone retained the death penalty 
for treason and aggravated robbery, and it 
remained mandatory for murder. In May, the 
Attorney General and Minister of Justice told 
the UN Committee against Torture that Sierra 
Leone will shortly abolish the death penalty 
and later clarified that it would be done 
through a revision of the Criminal Procedure 
Act. No further action had been taken by the 
end of the year. 

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS
People were regularly detained beyond 
constitutional time limits by the police. In 
August 2013, 18 members of the Republic 
of Sierra Leone Armed Forces were detained 
for allegedly plotting to mutiny at the Tekoh 
barracks in Makeni. They were held in 
incommunicado detention for eight months, 
in violation of constitutional detention time 
limits. Fourteen of them were indicted and 
brought to trial, which was ongoing at the end 
of the year.

POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES
The government took steps to strengthen 
accountability for the Sierra Leone 
Police (SLP). The police instituted a new 
performance management system in 2013 
and parliament approved regulations to 
establish an Independent Police Complaints 
Board. However, the government failed to 
investigate and hold accountable police 
officers accused of using arbitrary or 
excessive force. The government has not 
prosecuted any police officers, despite the 
recommendation of independent inquiries 
conducted into incidents of alleged unlawful 
killings. There were at least two allegations 
of unlawful killings by the police in 2014, 
connected to police shootings in Kono in 
response to a riot relating to a suspected 
Ebola case.

JUSTICE SYSTEM
The justice system still suffers from a lack 
of resources with constant adjournments, 
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indictment delays and a shortage of 
magistrates, contributing to lengthy pre-trial 
detention and prison overcrowding. Positive 
steps were taken to implement the Legal Aid 
Act, passed in 2013, but the Legal Aid Board 
is not yet operational. Steps were also taken 
to redraft the Criminal Procedure Act 1965. 
The Corrections Act was passed in 2014, 
reforming the 1960 Prison Rules, with a 
greater focus on prisoner rehabilitation. 

In March 2014, the UN Human Rights 
Committee reviewed Sierra Leone’s 
implementation of the ICCPR. It expressed 
concerns regarding several issues such as 
trial delays, prison conditions and police 
accountability. 

WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS
Sexual and gender-based violence remained a 
disturbingly frequent occurrence. The Sexual 
Offences Act 2012 introduced improved 
definitions of, and stiffer penalties for, sexual 
violence. However, more work is needed to 
implement the provisions. 

In September 2013 the Deputy Minister 
of Education, Science and Technology was 
fired following allegations of sexual assault 
and rape. During the trial, the media revealed 
the alleged victim’s name, in contravention 
of both the 2012 Act and the Media Code of 
Practice. The presiding magistrate accepted 
an application for protective measures to 
be applied and subsequent witnesses were 
allowed to testify behind a screen. The 
Independent Media Commission publicly 
condemned specific media houses and is 
investigating complaints brought against 
them. The criminal case is still being heard. 

The Gender Equality Bill, which provides 
for a minimum 30% representation of women 
in Parliament, local councils and ministries, 
departments and agencies, was not enacted. 
Sierra Leone has yet to ratify the Maputo 
Protocol (the Protocol to the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights 
of Women in Africa). It is the only country 
in West Africa yet to do so. The Minister of 
Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs 

made assurances in 2014 that steps would 
be taken towards ratification.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
The increased use of criminal defamation 
against journalists threatened freedom of 
expression. In July 2013 Jonathan Leigh, 
managing editor of the Independent Observer 
newspaper, was charged with four counts of 
defamatory libel after publishing an article 
accusing a businessman of corrupt and 
fraudulent behaviour. The case was eventually 
resolved out of court.

In October 2013 Leigh and Bai Bai Sesay 
from the Independent Observer were charged 
with criminal defamation for publishing an 
article criticizing the President. The journalists 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to publish a 
seditious article. They were cautioned and 
discharged in March 2014. 

The Human Rights Commission of Sierra 
Leone, the Sierra Leone Association of 
Journalists and various civil society groups 
recommended the repeal of the country’s 
criminal libel law. 

In January 2014 David Tam Baryoh was 
arrested for seditious libel and released on 
bail. In May his radio programme Monologue 
was banned for two months following a 
government directive. He was arrested again 
in November for comments made on his 
programme regarding the government’s 
response to the Ebola outbreak. He was 
detained for 11 days and released on bail.

In October 2013 the Right to Access 
Information Act was passed. It established a 
right to access government information and 
requires all parts of government to adopt 
and widely disseminate a plan for making 
records publicly available. The legislation also 
imposed a penalty for wilful obstruction of 
its provisions.

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER AND INTERSEX PEOPLE
The UN Human Rights Committee expressed 
concern about reported violence against 
members of the LGBTI community and called 
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on Sierra Leone to review its legislation to 
ensure that discrimination against the LGBTI 
community is prohibited.

Three LGBTI activists were assaulted, sent 
threatening messages and one of their homes 
was repeatedly broken into in 2013. Despite 
reporting these incidents to the police, 
no credible investigations were initiated. 
The harassment forced the activists to flee 
Sierra Leone and they were granted asylum 
in Europe.

SINGAPORE
Republic of Singapore
Head of state: Tony Tan Keng Yam
Head of government: Lee Hsien Loong

Human rights defenders and small 
opposition parties called for broader human 
rights change through public gatherings, 
online activities and constitutional 
challenges. The People’s Action Party 
remained in power for a sixth decade.

DEATH PENALTY
The execution of one death row prisoner was 
stayed in March, but Singapore broke its 
three-year moratorium on executions in July 
when two men were hanged - a mandatory 
death sentence had been imposed under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act (MDA) prior to the 
November 2012 amendments abolishing 
some instances in which murder and drug 
trafficking carry a mandatory death penalty.

Commutations of death sentences to life 
imprisonment with 15 strokes of the cane 
continued, following the November 2012 
legislative amendments. Some of those whose 
sentences were commuted had been judged 
as having “diminished responsibility” and 
others had aided anti-drug trafficking efforts 
and obtained “certificates of cooperation”.

In July, parliament amended the Radiation 
Protection Act to allow for the imposition of 
the death penalty for nuclear-related offences 
with an intent to harm and that cause 
fatalities. There were no nuclear facilities 
in Singapore.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
Caning remained a penalty for various 
offences, including immigration violations, 
vandalism and as an alternative (with 
life imprisonment) to the death penalty. 
In August, Yong Vui Kong, whose death 
sentence had been commuted to life 
imprisonment and caning, challenged his 
penalty of 15 strokes on the grounds that the 
Constitution prohibited torture. The Court of 
Appeal judgment was pending at the end of 
the year, but the Attorney-General took the 
position that caning did not amount to torture 
and that torture is not prohibited by the 
Constitution.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Opposition activists, former prisoners of 
conscience and human rights defenders 
expressed concerns about the shrinking 
space for public discussion of issues such 
as freedom of expression, the death penalty, 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex rights, labour rights, poverty and 
inadequate living standards.

The government persisted in using 
defamation suits against critics. In May the 
Prime Minister sued blogger Roy Ngerng 
Yi Leng for defamation after Ngerng was 
alleged to have accused the Prime Minister 
of "criminal misappropriation" of public 
retirement funds in his blog. Despite a 
retraction and a public apology, as well as an 
offer of damages, the Prime Minister called 
for a summary judgment on the case in July. 
Ngerng was dismissed from his job with a 
public hospital in June. In view of financially 
ruinous outcomes from previous suits against 
critics, Ngerng turned to crowdfunding to 
finance his legal defence.


