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The Lebanese government and media sources indicate that compulsory military service in Lebanon 
officially ended on 10 February 2007 (Lebanon n.d.a; AFP 12 Feb. 2007; The Daily Star 13 Feb. 2007; 
Lebanese National News Agency 12 Feb. 2007; Ya Libnan 12 Feb. 2007). According to the Lebanese National 
News Agency, the Guidance Directorate of the Army Command issued a statement that "Military Service shall 
be completely cancelled as of 10 February 2007 in accordance with Law No. 665/2005" (12 Feb. 2007). 

Media sources report that in January 2005, the Lebanese parliament had voted to abolish compulsory 
military service within two years and to reduce the period of military service to six months for the remaining 
time of compulsory service (The Daily Star 27 Jan. 2005; AFP 26 Jan. 2005); prior to the new law, military 
service was for one year (ibid.; Ya Libnan 12 Feb. 2007). The Lebanese army website provides information in 
English on Law 665 (Lebanon n.d.b). According to the website, Clause 1 of Law 665 states, "Contrary to any 
other stipulation, the military service provided for in the decree law number 102 issued in 16/9/1983 is to be 
conclusively invalidated in two years after the publication of this law in the official newspaper (Law number 
665 issued in 4 February 2005)" (ibid.). Clause 2 of Law 665 states an amendment to the previous law number 
102 as follows: "Reduction of the period of military service to six months until the conclusive cancellation 
stipulated in the first clause of this law" (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the 
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as 
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in 
researching this Information Request.
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