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Biographies

Organization Chart Lebanon: Treatment of a Palestinian Sunni woman returning to a refugee camp with
children she allegedly had outside Lebanon with a Lebanese Shiite man whom she

SIS could not marry because of parental opposition; whether the situation could be

Legal and Policy resolved by marriage; prevalence of honour crimes in Palestinian Sunni families living
References in Lebanon (1998-2005)
Publications Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

Recent information on honour crimes in addition to that found in
Refugee Protection LBN42425.FE of 25 February 2004 was scarce among the sources consulted by the
Division Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.
Immigration Division An assistant professor in the Women's Studies Program at the University of
Immigration Appeal California, Irvine, made the following comments:

Division

Decisions . it is a situation that depends very much on the individual people involved, their
relationships, and their ideas about the world.

Forms

Statistics If you are asking me whether the Palestinian woman with children will be allowed

to marry the father of her children in the legal sense, the answer is yes. But if you

are asking me whether her parents and the community will allow it, 1 have no way

Research Program of answering that question.

National

Documentation ... [W]ith regard to the second question, "will her honor be saved"-I really have no

Packages way of answering it without knowing the people. For some families and in some

Issue Papers and communities it would be, in others it would not be (7 Mar. 2005).

Country Fact Sheets

Responses to
Information Requests Article 562 of Lebanon's penal code covers honour crimes (ISIS 17-19 Jan.
Recent Research 2003). That article was amended in 1999 to increase the severity of sentencing for
perpetrators of _honour_ crin_’tes, because some accusec_l had been acquitted, and _
others had received fairly light sentences (United Nations 27 Feb. 2003; The Daily
News Star 9 Sept. 2004). However, according to a number of sources, despite the 1999
amendment, a man who commits an honour crime would still receive a reduced
) . sentence if he believes that the woman has committed adultery or has had an
Media Relations extramarital affair (United Nations 27 Feb. 2003; ISIS 17-19 Jan. 2003; The Daily

_ Star 9 Sept. 2004; Committee to Defend Women's Rights 3 July 2002).

Proactive Disclosure

Legal protection against honour crimes

Information Sheets

Marriage
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According to one source, marriage can save the honour of a woman who has
been raped or whose chastity has otherwise been violated (The Middle East
Quarterly Dec. 2000). The woman may marry the person who violated her honour
or someone else (ibid.).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This
Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any
particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional
sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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