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Refugee Review Tribunal

1. Please provide detailed information on Al-Mourabetoun, including on the
movement’s history, ideology, structure, leadership, membership, influence and
geographical ties.

Researcher’s note: there are several variant spellings of Mourabitoun, and usage in the
following advice is as per source usage.

History

According to the Federal Research Division of the US Library of Congress, the
‘Murabitun’ is the militia arm of the Independent Nasserite Movement (INM). This report
states that the Murabitun emerged during the 1958 civil war, “remained a strong force
during the 1970s”, and played a prominent role in the civil war in Lebanon between 1975
and 1985. The Murabitun fought in alliance with the Palestinian movement against
Phalangist forces, and against Israel. In 1985, the Murabitun was “virtually eliminated” by
a Progressive Socialist Party (PSP — a mainly Druze party) and Amal (one of two
dominant Shia parties, along with Hezbollah) joint operation, and its leader Ibrahim

Kulaylat was “forced into exile”.

A June 1985 report from the Middle East Research and Information Project (MERIP)
concurs, stating the Murabitun, described here as a “Nasserist militia identified with the
Sunni community and close to Arafat’s Fatah”, was “smashed” by the PSP and Amal in
April 1985. 2

An August 2008 article from NOW Lebanon places the defeat of the Mourabitoun in 1984,
and claims that after that the group “largely fell off the political radar”. Its remaining
members served as “Syrian proxies, maintaining ‘security’ in Beirut’s Sunni
neighbourhoods” through the 1990s. According to this source, the Mourabitoun re-
emerged after the 2000 elections *“as a Syrian-backed party”, and quotes Lebanese sources
who claim that it has been “absorbed” by the pro-Syrian Al-Ahbash party, described as “a
group whose beliefs incorporate aspects of Shia, Sunni and Sufi Islam”. This new
incarnation of the Mourabitoun leans toward supporting the opposition March 8 coalition,
but analysis of the current position of the Mourabitoun is complicated by there being a
competing group claiming the name and supporting the ruling March 14 coalition and the
Future Movement.®

A November 2007 report also sourced from NOW Lebanon names the Mourabitoun as
being among former militias that are “reorganising structurally”, and claims that it “has
reappeared as a political entity allied to the March 14 bloc”. This report also notes that
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gunmen wearing Mourabitoun logos “helped reinforce Lebanese troops” during the 2007
siege at Nahr-el-Bared refugee camp, near Tripoli.* An October 2005 United Nations
Security Council report on the investigation into the assassination of former president
Rafig Hariri stated that a “weapons store was raided by the ISF on 26 July 2005 and five
people, with close connections to the former Mourabitoun militia, were arrested”.’

Ideology

According to the abovementioned report from the US Library of Congress, the INM’s
“ideology was reflected by its motto: ‘Liberty, Socialism, and Unity.”” This report also
notes that the group “was a firm supporter of the Palestinian movement in Lebanon in the
late 1960s”. ®

In a May 1979 interview with MERIP, Dr. Samir Sabbagh of the Independent Nasserite
Movement (Murabitun) and professor of constitutional law at the Lebanese University in
Beirut provided an overview of the ideology of the Murabitun:

As Murabitun we feel that we have to transform our political and economic
system. We have an archaic political system which is based on the constitution
dating from the foundation of Lebanon in 1926, Politically, we are trying to
transform our system into one based on wider popular participation, one
person/one vote, and to have some equilibrium between the various sectors of the
population. We have an economic system based on the service sector. The national
wealth of the Lebanese people is concentrated in the hands of the minority: we
want to widen this fraction, to redistribute the wealth. We are not in the near future
going to establish our socialist system, but at least we would like to transform this
monopolist economic system into one which is based on social equity... We are for
a program based on three points: 1) the unity of the country, 2) the Arabism of the
country and the respect of all treaties signed by the state with the PLO, and 3) the
future development of Lebanon.’

Structure
No information was located on the structure of the Mourabitoun.
Leadership

The Mourabitoun was founded and led by Ibrahim Qoleiat (also Kulaylat), who was
forced into exile in 1984 or 1985. The pro-March 14 version of the Mourabitoun is led by
Mohammad Dergham, while a source from the pro-March 8 version of the Mourabitoun

claims that party “is still led by Qoleiat, who is living in exile”.?

The only other reference to a Mourabitoun leader which could be located named Y oussef
Ghazawi as the head of a Mourabitoun delegation which met former Lebanese Prime
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Minister Omar Karami in December 2009. It is not clear from this report which branch of
the Mourabitoun Ghazawi represented, and no further information on him was found.®

Membership

No recent information could be located regarding the current membership of any of the
groups claiming the name of the Mourabitoun.

The abovementioned US Library of Congress report claims that “the membership of the
INM [Independent Nasserist Movement] has been overwhelmingly Muslim; 1987 reports
estimated it to be about 45-percent Sunni, 45- percent Shia, and 10- percent Druze”.™

Nonetheless, the Mourabitoun is generally regarded as a Sunni movement. A 2006
Masters thesis sourced from the Brussels Tribunal website* lists the Mourabitoun among
Sunni militia groups, as do a 1988 report from the Adelphi Series'? and a 1982 news
report sourced from the State University of New York Statesman.™

The Statesman report claims that the Mourabitoun had 1500 fighters in 1982, while a
1988 report from Social Compass claimed that the mainly Sunni group had 2000 fighters
stationed in West Beirut during the civil war in the late 1970s and early 1980s."

Influence

A June 1985 report from MERIP claims that the Murabitoun represented “a strong
political current, especially among Sunnis, but [which is] now largely discredited.”*® In
accordance with this claim, most of the abovementioned reports state that the
Mourabitoun practically disappeared after the mid-1980s conflict with Amal and the PSP.

The August 2008 report from NOW Lebanon quotes Hilal Kashan, a Lebanese professor
of political science and public administration at the American University of Beirut, who
doubts that the recent incarnations of the Mourabitoun have any political influence.
Kashan claims that the ideologies espoused by the group “are not in vogue”, and that
“political support for the group from Sunnis on either side of the current political
spectrum is all but gone”. This report (among others®’) notes that Mourabitoun flags and
logos are visible in parts of Tripoli and Beirut, but Kashan states that they are “merely a
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symbol of strength around which the Sunni community can rally”, particularly following
the defeat of Sunni militias by Hezbollah in Beirut in 2008.

Geographical ties

Little information was located on the Mourabitoun’s geographical ties. Most reports link
the group with the Palestinian movement, although this is only within Lebanon and during
the civil wars. The abovementioned August 2008 report from NOW Lebanon guotes
Lebanese journalist Mohammad Abi-Samra, who claims that members of the Mourabitoun
served as “Syrian proxies” in Beirut’s Sunni neighbourhoods during the 1980s and 90s.
Abi-Samra also claims that the pro-March ?gcoalition faction of the Mourabitoun is very

close to “the pro-Syrian Al-Ahbash party”.
Online presence

The official website of the pro-March 14 coalition faction of the Mourabitoun is available
(in Arabic) at http://almourabitoun.net/. The official website of the pro-March 8 coalition
faction of the Mourabitoun is available (in Arabic) at http://www.almourabitoun.com/.
There is a Mourabitoun blog website at http://almourabitoun.net/index.html, but it
contains no content, and it is not clear who established it.

2. Deleted.

3. Please provide information on the movement’s political allegiances, including on the
movement’s ties, if any, with the Future Movement, Al Jamia Al Islamia or other
Salafi groups, and any other movement, group or political party.

As noted in Question 1 above, there are at least two political organisations in Lebanon
claiming to be the Mourabitoun. One of these organisations claims to be officially
unaligned, but leans towards the March 8 coalition, while the other is vocal in its support
for the Future Movement and the March 14 coalition. As also noted in Question 1,
Lebanese media sources link the pro-March 8 faction of the Mourabitoun with the pro-
Syrian Al-Ahbash party.?’ No information was located on whether any of the groups
claiming the name “Mourabitoun’ have links with al-Jamia al-Islamia or any other Salafi
groups.

4. Is the movement afforded any weight by other groups in the context of Lebanon’s
political/sectarian tensions? How is the movement viewed by Hezbollah and its
allies?
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6.

No information was located on how the Mourabitoun is viewed by Hezbollah.
Nonetheless, given that the Shia Hezbollah maintains a powerful and well-equipped
militia and the Mourabitoun were a high-profile mainly Sunni militia group, relations
between the groups are unlikely to have been cordial. Nonetheless, none of the groups
claiming the name of “Mourabitoun’ have much of a profile politically or militarily at
present, making it unlikely that they would be accorded much weight by Hezbollah and
their allies, or other political parties and groups in Lebanon.

Did Al-Mourabetoun play any role in the 2008 clashes between Hezbollah/Alawis
and Sunnis of Future Movement?

No sources were located which state that Al-Mourabitoun played any role in the 2008
violence between Alawis and Sunnis or between Hezbollah and Sunnis.
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