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Bangladesh: Reports of fraudulent documents (2011-2015)
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

1. Overview

The Ad-hoc Query on Assessment of Authenticity of Documents Produced by Asylum Seekers from
Bangladesh, a document published in 2014 by the European Commission that compiled input provided by 21
EU member countries, indicates that the following countries noted that fraudulent documents have been
submitted by Bangladeshi asylum seekers: Austria, Belgium, Latvia, Sweden and Norway (EU 15 Dec. 2014,
1-6). According to the response by the Netherlands, "it seems to be very easy to get access to several types of
[fraudulent] documents" (ibid. 5). In contrast, Hungary responded that of the six cases of documents that they
assessed for authenticity, no evidence of forgery was found (ibid., 4).

Latvia, Sweden and Norway indicated that they have seen cases of fraudulent passports being submitted
by Bangladeshi asylum seekers and that the items that are commonly falsified include photos and personal
information that has been changed (ibid., 4-5). Latvia noted that the passports themselves appear to be
produced by the authorities, but that changes to the original content in the passports are then made (ibid., 4).

According to a website of the US Embassy in Dhaka that informs applicants about the risks of providing
false information when trying to obtain a US immigration visa, "three common trends of fraud in immigration
visa cases" in Bangladesh are:

¢ age fraud, whereby an individual falsifies their age and provides "legitimate documents with
false information";

e relationship fraud, whereby the applicant claims a particular relationship, such as a spouse or
parent, or the identity of someone else, in order to gain a visa or immigration benefit; and

e employment-based fraud, whereby the applicant provides documents or other information to
prove that they meet the qualifications for a position for which they applied (US n.d.).

Further and corroborating information on the specific types and prevalence rates of fraudulent
documents could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time
constraints of this Response.

2. Reports of Fraudulent Document Use
Sources report that in May 2012, the UK Border Agency and Bangladesh Police arrested 19 Bangladeshi

individuals on suspicion of providing forged documentation and false bank statements with their visa
applications, when they attempted to travel to London (ITV News 28 May 2012; bdnews24 27 May 2012;
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EastLondonLines 29 May 2012). Sources further state that the visa applicants admitted paying up to 10,000
pounds [approximately C$20,297] each for forged documents (ibid.; bdnews24 27 May 2012).

According to a report on labour migration issues in Bangladesh by the Dhaka Office of the International
Labour Organization (ILO), in October 2012, three Libyan nationals in possession of "684 fake Bangladeshi
passports" were arrested by Bangladesh police (UN 2014, 23). The same source states that the individuals
arrested admitted to trafficking people from Bangladesh to Libya (ibid).

Sources report that several individuals of Rohingya origin [a stateless Muslim minority living along the
Burma-Bangladesh border (MRG 2 Apr. 2014)], were arrested while attempting to use fake Bangladeshi
passports to travel abroad in 2012 (The Daily Star 30 Aug. 2012) and 2013 (Dhaka Tribune 14 May 2013).

In May 2015, the US Embassy in Dhaka issued a press release warning Bangladeshi visa applicants
against using fraudulent documents when applying, stating that they had "noticed a steep increase in the use
of fraudulent documents to obtain U.S. visas" (US 5 May 2015). The same source issued a press release in
April 2014 stating that, in coordination with the Dhaka Metropolitan's Police Gulshan Division, five applicants
were arrested by local police for using fraudulent documents in their US visa applications to the Embassy (ibid.
6 Apr. 2014).

3. Acquisition and Production of Fraudulent Documents

A 2013 report on migration trends in Bangladesh, India and Nepal, produced by the Asia Foundation, a
San Francisco-based non-profit international development organization that focuses on development issues in
Asia (The Asia Foundation n.d.), states that "informal intermediaries, or dalals," play a significant role in both
"irregular and regular migration" between these countries (ibid. 2013, 1). Thomson Reuters Foundation, a UK
charitable organization funded by media firm Thomson Reuters (Thomson Reuters Foundation n.d.), reported
in a 2013 article that Bangladeshi migrant workers pay "unlicensed labour brokers - some linked to organised
crime groups - large sums of money for travel documents and employment papers" (ibid. 19 Nov. 2013). The
ILO report similarly states that in Bangladesh, some "recruiting agents, illegal sub-agents, and travel agents
(also called 'tour operators' in Bangladesh)" are involved in producing "fake passports, job contracts, [and]
BMET [Bangladesh Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment] clearance certificates" (UN
2014, 36).

The May 2015 press release by the US Embassy in Dhaka states that consular officials "often encounter
legitimate travelers who place their trust in an unscrupulous broker" and who are then denied a US visa and
subsequently arrested "for violating Bangladeshi law" (US 5 May 2015). The April 2014 US press release about
the arrest of five visa applicants for document fraud [see Section 2] states that they "admitted [to] using the
services of a broker who allegedly instructed them to lie about their purpose of travel and manufactured
fraudulent documents to aid in the deception” (ibid. 6 Apr. 2014).

A 2012 report produced by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a Bangladeshi civil society think-tank
focused on research and policy advocacy concerning economic development (CPD n.d.), states that "[a]
necdotal information suggests that there are more than 50,000 middlemen [dalals] currently active in
Bangladesh" (ibid. Feb. 2012, 102). Further and corroborating information on the number of dalals or other
informal brokers in Bangladesh could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate
within the time constraints of this Response.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in
researching this Information Request.
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