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attempts to amend the Constitution were 
arbitrarily arrested and ill-treated. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Freedom of expression was significantly 
curtailed. In particular, opposition to the 
prospective amendment of the Constitution 
was severely repressed. Peaceful meetings 
and demonstrations were routinely banned or 
violently disrupted by the security services. 

The main targets of repression were 
political opponents, members of civil society 
organizations and journalists. Some were 
arrested and ill-treated, some imprisoned 
after unfair trials on trumped-up charges. 
For example, one political opponent of the 
government - Jean Bertrand Ewanga of 
the opposition party Union pour la Nation 
Congolaise (UNC) - was imprisoned on 
charges of insulting the President. The Canal 
Futur television station, reportedly owned by 
opposition leader Vital Kamerhe, remained 
closed by the authorities throughout the year. 

On 16 October, following the release by the 
UN Joint Human Rights Office (UNJHRO) 
of a report on extrajudicial executions and 
enforced disappearances during a police 
operation in Kinshasa, Scott Campbell, Head 
of the UNJHRO, was declared persona non 
grata by the Minister of the Interior and 
expelled from the DRC.2 Other UNJHRO 
officials also reported receiving threats after 
the report’s publication. 

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS
More than 170,000 DRC nationals were 
expelled from the Republic of Congo to the 
DRC between 4 April and early September. 
Among them were refugees and asylum-
seekers. Some of the expelled were allegedly 
arrested and detained incommunicado 
in Kinshasa. 

Little assistance was provided by the DRC 
government, and as of September, more 
than 100 families were living on the streets of 
Kinshasa without tents, health care, food or 
any assistance. 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE
On 7 March, the ICC convicted Germain 
Katanga, commander of the Force de 
Résistance Patriotique en Ituri (FRPI), of 
crimes against humanity and war crimes. The 
crimes were committed on 24 February 2003 
during an attack on the village of Bogoro, in 
Ituri district. On 23 May, he was sentenced to 
12 years’ imprisonment. 

On 9 June, the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) Pre-Trial Chamber II confirmed charges 
of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
against Bosco Ntaganda allegedly committed 
in 2002 and 2003 in Ituri district.

Sylvestre Mudacumura, alleged 
commander of the armed branch of the 
FDLR, remained at large despite the issuance 
by the ICC of an arrest warrant for war crimes 
on 13 July 2012. 
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The government refused to investigate 
allegations of unlawful surveillance 
practices following revelations by US 
whistleblower Edward Snowden. Legislation 
was amended to criminalize sexual abuse by 
a spouse. Asylum determination practices 
for lesbian, gay and bisexual asylum-seekers 
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improved. Vulnerable asylum-seekers were 
held in detention. 

COUNTER-TERROR AND SECURITY 
In June 2013, following revelations by 
whistleblower Edward Snowden about the US 
National Security Agency’s mass surveillance 
of data traffic in European countries in 
co-operation with European intelligence 
agencies, Danish MPs and the public called 
on the Danish government to disclose 
whether foreign intelligence agencies had 
carried out or were carrying out surveillance 
activities in Denmark and, if so, whether this 
included surveillance of Danish citizens. The 
government announced in response that 
it did “not find reason to believe” that US 
intelligence agencies were carrying out “illegal 
surveillance activities targeting Denmark or 
Danish interests”. The government refused to 
investigate whether any such agencies had 
operated or were operating on Danish territory 
and to present an overview of the applicable 
laws clarifying the distinction between lawful 
and unlawful surveillance activities. 

POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES 
In October, a joint working group of the 
National Police and the Police Trade Union 
presented a report on the introduction of 
identification numbers on police uniforms. 
The proposals lacked clarity on the visibility 
required of any such identification numbers.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 
In June 2013, Parliament amended the 
criminal code to criminalize sexual abuse by 
a spouse where the victim was in a “helpless 
state” and to annul the possibility of reduced 
or rescinded criminal punishment if the 
perpetrator and the victim marry each other 
or remain married after a rape.

The government did not take steps to 
establish a national plan to improve the 
rights of and support to rape victims. Nor 
did it move to investigate the reason for the 
disproportionately high rate of attrition in 
investigating and prosecuting reported rapes.

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS 
The Refugee Appeals Board amended its 
previous practice of refusing protection 
to asylum-seekers who were at risk of 
persecution at home due to their sexual 
orientation on the basis that they should 
“hide” their sexual identity. Since 2013, 
lesbian, gay and bisexual asylum-seekers at 
risk of persecution on grounds of the overall 
homophobic practices of their country of 
origin have been granted refugee status. 

Since September 2013, asylum-
seekers from areas in Syria affected by 
the ongoing armed conflict have been 
granted refugee status without any further 
individual assessment. In October 2014, the 
government presented a bill to introduce a 
temporary protection permit for all Syrian 
asylum-seekers. The bill proposed that family 
reunification procedures not be initiated 
during the first 12 months of the asylum-
seekers’ stay in Denmark.

Vulnerable people - including victims 
of torture, unaccompanied minors and 
persons with mental illness - continued to be 
detained for immigration control purposes. 
The government maintained that the present 
practice of screening by a nurse of all asylum-
seekers was sufficient to identify people who 
are unfit to be placed in detention. 

In October, the Eastern High Court found 
that the “tolerated stay” of Elias Karkavandi, 
an Iranian citizen, had over time become 
“disproportionate”. Elias Karkavandi’s refugee 
status had been revoked in 2007 following 
the completion of a custodial sentence for 
drugs offences; he had spent seven years 
under the so-called “tolerated stay” regime, 
which barred him indefinitely from working, 
studying, marrying and living outside a 
designated reception centre.


