OROMIA REGION

Ethnic Oromos continued to suffer many
violations of human rights in efforts to
suppress potential dissent in the region.

Large numbers of Oromo people continued
to be arrested or remained in detention
after arrests in previous years, based on
their peaceful expression of dissent, or
in numerous cases, based only on their
suspected opposition to the government.
Arrests were arbitrary, often made pre-
emptively and without evidence of a crime.
Many were detained without charge or trial,
and large numbers were detained in unofficial
places of detention, particularly in military
camps throughout the region. There was no
accountability for enforced disappearances
or extrajudicial executions during 2014 or in
previous years.

In the aftermath of the “Master Plan”
protests, increased levels of arrests of actual
or suspected dissenters continued. Large
numbers of arrests were reported, including
several hundred in early October in Hurumu
and Yayu Woredas districts in lllubabor
province, of high-school students, farmers
and other residents.

There were further reports of arrests
of students asking about the fate of their
classmates arrested during the “Master Plan”
protests, demanding their release and justice
for those killed, including 27 reported to
have been arrested in Wallega University in
late November.

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS
Forcible returns
Ethiopian government agents were active in
many countries, some of which cooperated
with the Ethiopian authorities in forcibly
returning people wanted by the government.
In January, two representatives of the
rebel Ogaden National Liberation Front were
abducted and forcibly returned to Ethiopia
from Nairobi, Kenya. They were in Nairobi to
participate in further peace talks between the
group and the government.
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On 23 June, UK national Andargachew
Tsige, Secretary General of the outlawed
Ginbot 7 movement, was rendered from
Yemen to Ethiopia. On 8 July, a broadcast
was aired on state-run ETV showing Tsige
looking haggard and exhausted. By the
end of the year, he was still detained
incommunicado at an undisclosed location,
with no access to lawyers or family. The UK
government continued to be denied consular
access, except for two meetings with the
Ambassador, to one of which Andargachew
Tsige was brought hooded, and they were not
permitted to talk privately.

In March, former Gambella regional
governor Okello Akway, who has Norwegian
citizenship, was forcibly returned to Ethiopia
from South Sudan. In June, he was charged
with terrorism offences along with several
other people, in connection with Gambella
opposition movements in exile.

FllI

Republic of Fiji
Head of state: Ratu Epeli Nailatikau
Head of government: Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama

Laws, policies and practices failed to
adequately protect human rights, placing
sweeping restrictions on freedoms of
expression, peaceful assembly and
association. Victims of serious human rights
violations, including torture and other ill-
treatment, were unable to seek redress in
the courts due to widespread immunities for
government officials and security forces.

BACKGROUND

In September Fiji held its first election
since the 2006 military coup. New electoral
laws expanded restrictions on freedom

of expression. A climate of fear and self-
censorship prevailed. Abuses by security
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forces continued to occur, including one
death in police custody in August.

FREEDOMS OF EXPRESSION,
ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION

Rights to freedoms of expression, peaceful
assembly and association were criminalized,
with people facing heavy fines and possible
imprisonment under a number of decrees.

The Electoral Decree 2014 prohibited civil
society organizations from ”"campaigning”,
including providing human rights education,
on any issue relevant to elections. Breaching
this Decree carried a penalty of FJ$50,000
(approx. US$27,000) and up to 10 years’
imprisonment.

In August a human rights organization,
Citizens’ Constitutional Forum, was put
under criminal investigation for breaching
the Electoral Decree for organizing a series
of public lectures on democracy and
human rights.

In June the Media Industry Development
Authority called for a criminal investigation
against two university academics after they
had called on police to stop the harassment
and intimidation of journalists.

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

The Essential National Industries
(Employment) Decree 2011 continued

to violate key workers’ rights, including

by limiting collective bargaining rights,
curtailing the right to strike, banning overtime
payments, and voiding existing collective
agreements for workers in the sugar, aviation
and tourism industries. Under electoral laws,
trade union officials were not permitted to
hold office in a political party or to engage in
other political activities.

In January Daniel Urai, a trade union
leader, was arrested and charged with
participating in an unlawful strike, following
a strike at a hotel in Nadi. The charges were
dropped after two months.
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TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
Extensive immunities under the Constitution
made it impossible to hold state perpetrators
accountable for serious human rights
violations such as torture and other ill-
treatment. Members of the military and

the police, as well as government officials,
operated with civil and criminal immunity
for violations of human rights. Many cases
of torture and other ill-treatment, including
several relating to recaptured prisoners,
remained unaddressed.

In August Vilikesa Soko, who had been
arrested on suspicion of robbery, died in
police custody. The autopsy report showed
that he suffered serious injuries consistent
with assault, leading to multiple organ failure.
While the new Police Commissioner promptly
ordered an investigation into the death and
suspended four police officers, no criminal
charges had been brought against the alleged
perpetrators at the end of the year.

FINLAND

Republic of Finland

Head of state: Sauli Niinistd

Head of government: Alexander Stubb (replaced
Jyrki Katainen in June)

Asylum-seekers and migrants faced
detention in unsuitable facilities. An
investigation into Finland’s involvement

in the US-led rendition programme failed
to find evidence. Support for victims of
sexual and gender-based violence remained
insufficient. Transgender people faced
obstacles to legal gender recognition.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS
Finland continued to detain asylum-seekers
and migrants, including children. During
2013, approximately 1,500 migrants were
detained under the Aliens Act, of whom
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