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allegations of being beaten by police at the 
end of the year, despite several eyewitness 
accounts and his recorded injuries. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS
At least 25 women and girls were reported 
to have been killed as a result of domestic 
violence. In several cases the victims had 
previously asked police for protection but had 
not received adequate support. 

RIGHT TO PRIVACY
The legislative amendments of 28 November 
allowed security agencies to retain direct 
access to communications surveillance 
amidst concerns that such an access can 
be misused by the agencies to bypass the 
judicial oversight for surveillance. 

GERMANY 
Federal Republic of Germany
Head of state: Joachim Gauck
Head of government: Angela Merkel

Humanitarian admission programmes for 
20,000 Syrian refugees were approved. 
There were no improvements in the 
investigation of serious human rights 
violations by police. The National Agency for 
the Prevention of Torture remained under-
resourced. Discriminatory attacks against 
asylum-seekers and minorities continued 
and concerns regarding the investigation 
and prosecution of these crimes remained. 
Human rights criteria for arms exports were 
implemented. 

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM-SEEKERS
Between 2013 and 2014, Germany started 
three humanitarian admission programmes 
for 20,000 Syrian refugees from Syria’s 
neighbouring countries and Egypt. The main 
aim was extended family reunification. Three 

hundred refugees were offered resettlement 
through a UNHCR programme. In December, 
Germany also decided to offer resettlement 
to 500 refugees per year starting in 2015. In 
September, Serbia, Macedonia and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina were legally defined as 
safe countries of origin, which reduced 
opportunities for nationals of these countries 
to seek protection. A law was passed allowing 
asylum-seekers to move freely within the 
country after three months of residence and 
to have unhindered access to the job market 
after 15 months. The amended Asylum 
Seekers Benefit Act, due to enter into force 
in April 2015, fell short of human rights 
standards particularly regarding health care.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
The authorities failed to address obstacles 
in the effective investigation of allegations of 
ill-treatment by police. None of the federal 
states established an independent complaints 
mechanism to investigate allegations of 
serious human rights violations by the 
police. Except for the federal states of Berlin, 
Brandenburg, Rhineland-Palatinate and 
Schleswig-Holstein, there was no obligation 
for police officers to wear identity badges. 

The National Agency for the Prevention of 
Torture, Germany’s preventive mechanism 
under the Optional Protocol to the UN 
Convention against Torture, remained severely 
under-resourced, even though there was an 
increase of funds and a doubling of members 
for the Joint Commission of the Federal 
States, one of the two constituent bodies 
of the Agency. Contrary to international 
standards, the appointment procedure of 
the National Agency’s members lacked 
independence and transparency and 
excluded civil society. 

Investigations and proceedings for 
excessive use of force by the Stuttgart Police 
in relation to the disproportionate use of water 
cannons during demonstrations in the city in 
September 2010 continued. 

In September, the Federal Court of Justice 
upheld the December 2012 conviction of 
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a police officer by the Magdeburg Regional 
Court, which convicted the officer for 
negligent homicide in connection with the 
death of Oury Jalloh, who died in a fire in 
a cell in a Dessau police station in 2005. 
The circumstances of Oury Jalloh’s death 
remained unclear. 

Also in September, media reports exposed 
the repeated ill-treatment of asylum-seekers 
by private security personnel in three 
reception facilities in North Rhine-Westphalia. 

DISCRIMINATION 
In August 2013, the ad-hoc federal 
Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry published 
ground-breaking conclusions regarding the 
authorities’ failure to investigate a series of 
murders targeting minorities perpetrated 
by the far-right group National Socialist 
Underground (NSU). In particular, the 
authorities had failed to co-operate and to 
investigate the racist motive of the murders. 
The Committee recommended reforming 
the Criminal Code and the system used by 
police to collect data on “politically motivated 
crimes”, which included information on 
hate crimes. 

In August 2014, the government proposed 
amending Section 46 of the Criminal Code 
to require courts to take into account racist, 
xenophobic or any other “degrading” motive 
when deciding sentences. The proposal was 
pending before Parliament at the end of 
the year. 

In the first half of 2014, according to civil 
society data, there were 155 protests against 
the establishment of reception facilities for 
asylum-seekers, mostly by far-right groups. 
Eighteen attacks against asylum-seekers were 
also reported. 

RIGHTS OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER AND INTERSEX PEOPLE
The 1980 Law on Changing First Names 
and the Establishment of Sex Status 
in Special Cases remained in force, 
requiring transgender people to comply 
with mandatory criteria to legally change 

their gender and names. These included 
obtaining a psychiatric diagnosis and an 
expert assessment ordered by courts. These 
requirements violated transgender people’s 
rights to private life and to the highest 
attainable standard of health.1

ARMS TRADE 
In anticipation of more stringent EU 
regulations on surveillance technologies, 
the Minister of Economic Affairs and Energy 
ordered stricter controls on exports of 
surveillance technologies to countries which 
commit human rights violations. Germany 
ratified the UN Arms Trade Treaty in April 
and started implementing articles 6 and 7 on 
human rights criteria for arms exports and 
transfers before its entry into force, due on 
24 December. However, data on arms exports 
licensed in 2014, including small arms 
components for Saudi Arabia, raised concern.

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY
In November, the Foreign Office, in 
co-operation with other ministries, business 
representatives and civil society groups, took 
steps towards the introduction of a national 
action plan on business and human rights to 
implement relevant UN guiding principles.

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE
The first trial based on the 2002 Code of 
Crimes under International Law against 
Rwandan citizens Ignace Murwanashyaka 
and Straton Musoni continued at Stuttgart 
Higher Regional Court. 

On 18 February, the Frankfurt Higher 
Regional Court found Rwandan citizen 
Onesphore Rwabukombe guilty of abetting 
genocide. In this first German judgement 
regarding the Rwandan genocide of the Tutsi 
minority in 1994, Onesphore Rwabukombe 
was sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment for 
aiding the commission of a massacre at the 
Kiziguro church compound. 
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1. The state decides who I am: lack of legal gender recognition for 

transgender people in Europe (EUR 01/001/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR01/001/2014/en 

GHANA
Republic of Ghana
Head of state and government: John Dramani 
Mahama

Ghana continued to hand down 
death sentences although an ongoing 
constitutional review process could lead to 
abolition. Domestic violence against women 
remained widespread.

DEATH PENALTY
Courts continued to hand down death 
sentences. No executions have taken place 
since 1993.

In March the Constitutional Review 
Implementation Committee submitted a draft 
bill to the Attorney General and Minister of 
Justice to amend provisions of the 1992 
Constitution; these included a proposal 
to abolish the death penalty. The bill was 
expected to be referred back to Parliament for 
approval before a referendum is conducted. 

In March, in the case of Dexter Eddie 
Johnson v. Ghana, the UN Human Rights 
Committee condemned the use of automatic 
and mandatory death sentences in Ghana. It 
called on the government to provide Dexter 
Eddie Johnson with an effective remedy, 
including the commutation of his death 
sentence, and to adjust its legislation to 
avoid similar violations in the future. The 
government had not responded by the end of 
the year. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS
Violence against women and girls remained 
widespread. A total of 16,275 cases were 

reported to the police-run Domestic Violence 
Support Unit in 2013. Although the law 
prohibits domestic violence, victims were not 
provided with adequate protection and legal 
assistance to lodge complaints with the Unit.

GREECE
Hellenic Republic
Head of state: Karolos Papoulias
Head of government: Antonis Samaras 

Allegations of excessive use of force and 
ill-treatment by law enforcement officers 
persisted and continued to be inadequately 
investigated. Detention conditions 
remained very poor. The maximum length 
of administrative detention of irregular 
migrants was extended beyond 18 months. 
Unlawful push-backs of migrants across the 
Greece-Turkey border continued. New hate 
crime legislation was adopted in September 
amid growing concern at the levels of 
racist violence. 

BACKGROUND
In October the Public Prosecutor proposed 
the indictment of 67 members and leaders 
of Golden Dawn, a far right-wing party, 
for forming, directing or participating in a 
criminal organization. Fifty-seven individuals, 
including six MPs, were accused of a series of 
additional offences, including the murder in 
September 2013 of anti-fascist singer Pavlos 
Fyssas, causing “unprovoked bodily harm 
to migrants” and the unlawful possession 
of weapons.

In November, anarchist Nikos Romanos, 
detained at Korydallos prison near the capital, 
Athens, began a prolonged hunger strike in 
protest at the refusal of the authorities to allow 
him educational leave to attend a university 
course. He had been imprisoned in October 
after being convicted along with three other 


