an Ebola awareness campaign. The cameras
were returned the following day with all the
material deleted.

IMPUNITY

Investigations continued into the massacre
in the Grand Stade de Conakry on 28
September 2009, when security forces killed
more than 100 peaceful demonstrators and
injured at least 1,500 others. Dozens of
women were raped and others disappeared.
Moussa Dadis Camara, then head of the
military junta, was questioned in Burkina
Faso in July.

No progress was made towards bringing to
trial gendarmes and police officers suspected
of criminal responsibility for torturing
detainees in 2011 and 2012. Between 2011
and the end of 2014, in Conakry and Fria,
only seven officers were summoned to court
by an investigating judge. They all failed to
appear at their hearing, despite the legal
obligation to do so.

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Since 2009 Guinea has remained under
preliminary investigation by the Prosecutor
of the ICC for crimes committed on 28
September 2009 and in the aftermath of
the massacre. The Office of the Prosecutor
concluded that there were reasonable
grounds to believe that these amounted

to crimes against humanity, including
murder, torture, rape and other forms of
sexual violence, persecution and enforced
disappearances. A delegation from the
Office of the Prosecutor visited Guinea in
February 2014 and noted that investigations
had advanced, but not sufficiently. In
June, Sékouba Konaté, then Minister of
Defence, submitted a list of suspects to the
ICC Prosecutor.

RIGHT TO HEALTH - EBOLA OUTBREAK
Delayed responses by the government and
the international community reportedly
contributed to the rapid spread of the
epidemic. Although Ebola response
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committees were eventually organized

to co-ordinate provision of care and
communication, many essential resources
remained lacking.

In September, during an awareness-
raising campaign by humanitarian workers in
Womey, N'Zérékoré region, eight members
of the delegation, including health workers,

a journalist and members of a local radio
station, were killed by villagers who suspected
them of carrying the virus. Also in September,
two members of the Guinean Red Cross were
forced to flee the town of Forécariah when
people threw rocks at their vehicle after the
corpse of a woman which the health workers
were carrying fell from a body bag.

GUINEA-BISSAU

Republic of Guinea-Bissau

Head of state: José Mario Vaz (replaced Manuel
Serifo Nhamadjo in June)

Head of government: Domingos Simdes Pereira
(replaced Rui Duarte de Barros in July)

Persistent political tensions and human
rights violations eased following elections

in April and the setting up of a new
government in July. Impunity for past
human rights violations, including political
killings in 2009, persisted. Social tension
decreased following the resumption of
international aid and the payment of arrears
on some public sector salaries.

BACKGROUND

After several postponements, parliamentary
and presidential elections were finally held in
April. The African Party for the Independence
of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC)
won the parliamentary election. Presidential
elections were won by José Mério Vaz of the
PAIGC, with 61% of the vote.
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Sanctions imposed by the international
community following a coup in April 2012
were lifted in July and international aid
resumed. The new government began
paying salary arrears to public servants,
which reduced social tension and the threat
of strikes.

In September, the UN Security Council
extended the mandate of the UN Integrated
Peace-Building Office in Guinea-Bissau
until November.

Also in September, President Vaz
dismissed the Chief-of-Staff of the Armed
Forces, General Anténio Indjai, who led the
April 2012 coup.

POLICE AND SECURITY FORCES

Although the election campaign was largely
peaceful, there were some reports of threats,
beatings and abduction of politicians by
security forces in the pre-election period,
apparently intended to coerce support for
certain presidential candidates. In February,
the president and another leading member of
the political party People’s Manifest publicly
stated that they had received death threats,
which they attributed to the security services.

In March, security personnel abducted
Mario Fambé, a leading member of the Social
Renewal Party, in the capital, Bissau, and
took him to the Navy Headquarters where
they beat him to persuade him to support
their favoured candidate. He sustained
serious injuries. The following day, soldiers
took him to the Military Hospital for treatment
and released him.

The day before the second round of
presidential elections in May, some 12
members of the PAIGC were beaten by
security officers in two separate incidents
in Bissau and in the northern town of
Bafata. They included some newly elected
parliamentarians and at least two women.

There were no investigations into
these incidents.
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IMPUNITY

By the end of the year, no one had been
held accountable for human rights violations
committed in the context of the 2012 coup,
nor for the political killings that had occurred
since 2009.

JUSTICE SYSTEM

A law against domestic violence which was
promulgated in January, had not come into
effect by the end of the year.

Nine people accused of an attack on a
military base in Bissau in October 2012
and convicted in March 2013 after an
unfair trial by a military court were released
in September 2014. Three were released
following an appeal to the High Military Court,
which accepted that there was no evidence
of their participation in the attack. The
remaining six were released two weeks later
following a presidential pardon.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

In February, the UN Special Rapporteur on
extreme poverty and human rights visited
Guinea-Bissau and found that gender
inequality and discrimination were the main
factors underlying poverty. She attributed
the high maternal mortality rate to the fact
that 60% of pregnant women did not receive
adequate ante-natal care. In August the new
government introduced free medical care for
children under five years of age, pregnant
women and the elderly.

GUYANA

Co-operative Republic of Guyana
Head of state and government: Donald Ramotar

Police ill-treatment remained a concern.
Violence against women and girls was also
a concern, and conviction rates for sexual
offences remained low.
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