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LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

posting articles without authorization on its Google News service. In reaction, Google blocked several Belgian
Francophone newspapers from its web search results for a few days in July 2011. The six-year-long dispute 2
ended in December 2012, when Google and Belgium's French-language publishers finally reached a deal

regarding use of their content. Cases of harassment and physical attacks on journalists are rare. POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT

Media ownership is highly concentrated, and a small number of media groups own the main newspapers. 4
Ownership and distribution are distinct in Belgium’s two linguistic regions, Flanders and Wallonia. Three major
companies dominate newspaper distribution in Flanders, and two in Wallonia. The two regions have completely
autonomous public broadcasters, with one broadcasting in French and the other in Flemish over both radio and
television channels; each also has its own private broadcasting networks. Access to cable-based and foreign 5
television channels is widespread. The Belgian media industry has suffered severely from the economic downturn

that began in 2008, as outlets are largely dependent on advertising revenues. Most media companies have sought

to reduce staff, by up to a third in some cases. In 2012, 82 percent of the population had access to the internet.

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
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