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photographic identification. Italy’s media regulator, AGCOM, was in the process in 2011 of reviewing a proposal
that would give it more power to block and remove websites determined to have violated copyright laws. The plan
was criticized for infringing on the freedom to receive and provide information, and critics also raised the possibility
that internet operators would practice preventive self-censorship. The regulatory body proposed the adoption of a
modified version at the end of 2012.

Defamation is a criminal offense in Italy, punishable by fines and imprisonment. In June 2012, journalist Orfeo
Donatini and his former director at the Bolzano newspaper Alto Adige, Tiziano Marson, were sentenced to four
months in prison and a fine of €15,000 ($19,200) for defamation. The journalist wrote in 2008 that a member of the
provincial council had participated in a neo-Nazi summit and had been investigated for possible ties to neo-Nazi
groups. The information came from a confidential police report. The council member’s decision to lodge a criminal
complaint was heavily criticized by the National Federation of the Italian Press (FNS]I) for its potential chilling effect
on the media. Separately, in September 2012, a court upheld a 14-month prison sentence for Alessandro Sallusti,
former editor of the right-wing paper Libero, who had originally been convicted in 2011 for allowing the publication
of a pseudonymously written comment that called for the death of the doctor, the parents, and the judge involved
in authorizing an abortion procedure for a 13-year-old girl. The court's decision, which came shortly after a
representative of Berlusconi’s party admitted to writing the comment, prompted the country’s president and justice
minister to issue a joint statement pledging bring Italian libel laws into line with decisions by the European Court of
Human Rights. In November 2012, the Italian Senate rejected a legal amendment that would have allowed
journalists convicted of defamation to be imprisoned for up to a year, while their editors would have faced fines of
up to €50,000 ($64,000). Civil libel cases against journalists are also common in Italy.

The right to access information is not included in the constitution, and Italy does not have a freedom of information
law, relying instead on a patchwork of provisions scattered across different statutes. Implementation of these
provisions is problematic, and journalists often have to wait several years to obtain the requested documents. In
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Journalists occasionally face physical threats or attacks from organized crime networks and other political or social
groups. Several journalists live under police protection due to their writing on organized crime, including Roberto
Saviano, who wrote the best-selling 2006 book Gomorrah about the Neapolitan mafia, or Camorra. In 2012, an
advocacy campaign called “My Name Is Giovanni Tizian” was launched. The initiative is named after a journalist
and novelist whose life is threatened by the Calabrian mafia, or 'Ndrangheta; it supports investigative journalism
and the fight against corruption.

There are several newspapers and news magazines, most of them with regional bases. Newspapers are primarily
run by political parties or owned by large media groups, but they continue to provide a range of political opinions,
including those that are critical of the government. Direct and indirect subsidies for print media outlets, which had
been high even by European standards, were significantly cut by the new government that took power in late
2011. Newspaper owners claimed that the announced cutback from €170 million ($220 million) to €56 million ($72
million) could lead to the eventual closure of up to 100 titles. While the print sector is more diverse in both
ownership and content, most Italians receive news and information through the broadcast media. RAI, which
consists of three analogue, 13 digital, and seven satellite channels, also fell victim to the austerity efforts of the
Monti government and had to push through significant cutbacks and layoffs in 2012.

Italy suffers from an unusually high concentration of media ownership for its region. Berlusconi's departure from
office late in 2011 helped to reduce this concentration in de facto terms in 2012; when in power, he had indirect
control over up to 90 percent of the country’s broadcast media through the state-owned outlets and his own
private media holdings. Berlusconi still controls a significant stake in the private media, as he is the main
shareholder of Mediaset, which owns several television channels; the country’s largest magazine publisher,
Mondadori; and Publitalia, Italy’s largest advertising company. Publitalia controls 65 percent of the television
advertising market, giving Berlusconi’'s channels an advantage in attracting ads. In addition, one of the country’'s
major nationwide daily newspapers, Il Giornale, is owned by Berlusconi’'s brother. Nevertheless, these outlets
suffered considerable losses after Berlusconi left office. Mediaset's profits were down 85 percent in the first
quarter of 2012 compared with the previous year.

Approximately 58 percent of the population accessed the internet regularly in 2012. Blogs and social media have
played a growing role in political debates and news dissemination. In May 2012, prominent blogger and comedian
Beppe Grillo’s 5 Star Movement won the mayoral elections in the town of Parma and a number of other smaller
towns, running on an anticorruption platform that was disseminated largely through social-media tools like
Facebook and Twitter.
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