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Angola: Treatment of members and supporters of the Party for Democratic Support and
 Progress in Angola (PADPA) and whether their family members are at risk of harm by the
 government authorities (1998-February 2004)

Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board, Ottawa

The PADPA was officially established in 1995 (Noticias Lusofonas 9 Jan. 2004;
 ANGOP 16 Apr. 2003). The party is present in 15 out of 18 provinces that comprise
 Angola (ibid.), but it has no seat in parliament (Xinhua News Agency 7 June 2003;
 Reuters 28 Nov. 2001).

A 10 February 2004 report stated that an unauthorized demonstration planned by
 the Party for Democratic Support and Progress in Angola (PADPA) was blocked and
 demonstrators dispersed by police (Noticias Lusofonas 10 Feb. 2004). This demonstration
 was to protest against the lack of transparency in the Angolan government (ibid.). In its 9
 January 2004 report, the same source indicated that the president of PADPA, Carlos
 Leitao, was questioned by police in relation to graffiti painted on the statue of Agostinho
 Neto, Angola's first president (Noticias Lusofonas 9 Jan. 2004). The report added that the
 president of PADPA was released after the interrogation, but he was asked to present
 himself before the police in the next few days (ibid.).

In June 2003, Carlos Leitao along with five other party officials, was arrested during
 another unauthorized demonstration against state corruption in Luanda (Xhinua News
 Agency 7 June 2003; ibid. 3 June 2003; AFP 3 June 2003). They were released two days
 later after the judge decided that they did not commit any offences (ibid.; Noticias
 Lusofonas 5 June 2003).

Various reports noted that eight PADPA members, including Carlos Leitao, were also
 arrested and detained in the capital Luanda, after staging a peaceful strike on 24 January
 2001 (MISA 25 Jan. 2001; Diario De Noticias 25 Jan. 2001; HRW 2001). The
 demonstration was held to criticize the Angolan president Jose Eduardo dos Santos over
 mismanagement and corruption (ibid.; MISA 25 Jan. 2001; BBC 25 Jan. 2001).

In February 2000, members of PADPA demonstrated in Luanda against increase in
 fuel prices (AI Dec. 2000; Country Reports 2000 2001, Sect. 2.b). Some members,
 including leaders Carlos Leitao and Luis Silva Cardos, were among those who were
 arrested, beaten and briefly detained (ibid.; AI Dec. 2000).

Information on the treatment of family members of PADPA members and supporters
 could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information
 currently available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is
 not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to
 refugee status or asylum. Please find below the list of additional sources consulted in
 researching this Information Request.
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