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Traditional Status of Elders

e Honor
« Respect

e Custodians of
Tribal history,
culture, and
tradition




Contemporary Reality

e Changes leading to increasing the
risk of elder abuse and neglect.

—Loss of traditional lifestyle

—Changes to the traditional family
unit

—Poor social and economic
conditions

—High rates of violence in many
communities




QOutline

 Elder abuse issues from 3 points of
View:
—Tribal Judges
—Senior Service Program Directors
—Tribal Elders

« Examples of AOA activities to
address elder abuse in Tribal
communities




Elder Abuse in Indian Country
Today — How do Elders, Service

Providers, and the Legal System
Define It?




Elder Abuse Survey

e Tribal Judges

 Title VI (Senior Program)
Directors

e Tribal Elders




Questionnaire

 Core guestions:
—Define elder abuse and neglect

—What are the issues in your
community?

—Share an example that you have
seen or heard about in your
community.




Questionnaire

 Tribal Judges:

—Identify current legal practices in

your community to address elder
abuse and neglect.

—Identify any cultural/customary
law practices being used.

—Identify prevention/intervention
systems for your community.




Questionnaire

 Title VI Directors and Tribal Elders:

—What traditional cultural practices
are used to resolve elder abuse?

—What can you do to work with the
Tribal judicial system?

—How can this survey information
and the AoA help you reduce elder
abuse in your community?
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Definitions of Elder Abuse

e All three groups:
—Physical abuse
—Emotional abuse
—Neglect
— Exploitation

e Tribal Judges and Title VI
Directors:

—Sexual abuse
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Elder Abuse Issues

Exploitation Neglect Physical Alcohol

M Judges M Directors [ Elders
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Elder Abuse Issues

Unreported Unenforced

M Judges M Directors [ Elders
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Elder Abuse Issues

Resources Housing No Issues
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Examples: Physical Abuse

e Tribal Judges and Title VI
Directors

—Physical abuse by spouses,
children, and grandchildren

e Tribal Elders

—No examples of physical
abuse
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Examples: Emotional Abuse

e Tribal Elders

—Related to their role In the
family:
e Treating them as if they
didn’t matter anymore

* Not listening when elders
speak
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Examples: Neglect and
Exploitation

o All Three Groups

—Family members using an
elder’s money, car, food,
and medications

—Family members have little
time to care for elders

—Failure to report abuse
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Examples: Neglect and
Exploitation

e Title VI Directors and Tribal
Elders

—EXcessive use as a baby
Sitter
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Examples: Neglect

e Tribal Elders

—Not including elders In
gatherings
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Elder Abuse Prevention and
Intervention

e Tribal Judges
—Community Training

—Create Community Elder
Abuse Task Force

—Create simple elder abuse
criminal and civil codes
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Elder Abuse Prevention and
Intervention

e Title VI Directors
—Community Training

—Refer families and clients to
appropriate services

—Encourage Tribal Council
to approve Tribal Elder
Abuse Codes
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Elder Abuse Prevention and
Intervention

e Tribal Elders

—Socilal Services and elders
programs need to keep a closer
watch on elders at home

—Encourage people to report

—Work with Tribal courts for
stricter sentencing
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Elder Abuse Prevention and
Intervention

 Entire community should
work together

e Increased socilalization
activities for elders

e Promote community
awareness

e Adult Protective Services
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Administration on Aging

 Prevention of Elder Abuse,
Neglect, and Exploitation
(Title VII-A3)

e National Center on Elder
Abuse (Title II)

e Training and Technical
Assistance
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Administration on Aging

 Prevention of Elder Abuse,
Neglect, and Exploitation
(Title VII-A3)
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Administration on Aging

e National Center on Elder
Abuse (Title II)
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Administration on Aging

for fact
sheets, ideas, and
tools to help you or

I

State Resources:
Helplines, Hotlines, and
Information

If you suspect elder
abuse, neglect, or
exploitation, Click Here
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National Center on Elder

Abuse Mini-Grants

e 2007
— Sault Ste. Marie Tribe
— Eagle Shield Senior Center
e 2008
— DNA People’s Legal Services

— Washoe Tribe of Nevada and
California

e 2009
— Lac Courte Orellles Tribe

28



MNahonal Center
on Elder Abuse

Creafinz Effective Local Elder Abuse
Prevention Network::

A Planging Guide
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Administration on Aging

e Training and Technical
Assistance

30



Training and Technical Assistance
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Thank you.

yvonne.Jackson@aoa.hhs.gov
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