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Define The Problem 

WHAT ARE THE NUMBERS? 



Arrestees Report Misuse  
of  

Prescription Drugs 

SOURCE: SANDAG – Substance Abuse Monitoring Program 
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Total of 1,412 defendants prosecuted 
 

– Rx Fraud Charges – 125 defendants 
 

– One of these drug words in the text of the 
case, without any Rx Fraud charges – 1,287 
defendants 

hydrocodone codeine oxycodone oxycontin vicodin 
xanax percocet alprazolam lorazepam ativan 
clonazepam klonopin hydromorphone dilaudid 
morphine 

Prescription Drug Related Arrest  
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RX DRUG RELATED DEATHS 



CVS 
January 20 

Rite Aid 
February 24 

Walgreens 
March 11 

San Diego  
County  

 
Pharmacy 
Robberies 

 
2010 

Thirteen robberies  
in Ten months 

Community 
February 23 

CVS 
April 9 

CVS 
July 7 

CVS 
July 28 

CVS 
August 3 

Super Rx 
April 19 

DRUGCO 
May 15 

Walgreens 
September 27 

CVS 
January 23 

CVS 
January 6 



2008 

Business Activity 
Number of  
Registrants 

Total  
Dosage Units 

San Diego County 
Average 

CA State 
Average 

U.S. 
Average 

PHARMACIES 321 1,075,640 3,351 4,123 3,095 

HOSPITALS 26 59,200 2,277 1,776 1,531 

PRACTITONERS 0 0 0 700 2,668 

TEACHING INSTITUTIONS 0 0 0 0 0 

MID-LEVEL PRACTITIONERS 0 0 0 0 300 

NARCOTIC TREATMENT PROGRAMS 0 0 0 0 0 

  

2007 

Business Activity 
Number of  
Registrants 

Total  
Dosage Units 

San Diego County 
Average 

CA State 
Average 

U.S. 
Average 

PHARMACY 201 672,780 3,347 3,264 2,681 

HOSPITAL 23 49,400 2,148 1,154 1,224 

PRACTITONERS 0 0 0 0 3,552 

TEACHING INSTITUTIONS 0 0 0 0 0 

MID-LEVEL PRACTITIONERS 0 0 0 0 0 

NARCOTIC TREATMENT PROGRAMS 0 0 0 0 0 

SALE OF OXYCONTIN IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY 



THE TASK FORCE CONCEPT 
 

 
 

 
• A Community Collaborative Approach 

•  It works- Meth Strike Force 
•  It starts at the top!!! 

•  Full Support 
 

• Passion to solve the Problem 
• Volunteer vs Your assignment/Job 
 

• Balance 
 

  



Education 

Enforcement Policy 

Treatment 

Prevention 

REDUCE 

THE TASK FORCE CONCEPT 



PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE TASK 
FORCE 

Of  
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 
 



Executive Committee 
SDCDAO, SDSD, SDCHHS,  

SDCBS, DEA 

Law 
Enforcement 

Drug 
Enforcement 

Administration 

Education 
SD County DA’s 

Office & SD 
Sheriff’s Dept. 

Legislative & 
Policy 

SD County Board 
of Supervisors 

Prevention & 
Treatment 

SD County Health 
and Human 

Services 

RX Drug Abuse Task Force of San Diego County  
 

General Membership  

Media 
All Members 

A Community Collaboration 



Comprised of various State, Local & Federal Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Prevention, Treatment, 
Education, Parents, local Legislative members and 
Government agencies.   

 San Diego Sheriff’s Department 
 San Diego Police 
 DEA 
 ICE 
 CBP 
 CA Consumer Affairs 
 CA DOJ 
 San Diego State Police 
 UCSD Police 
 Community College Police  
 District Attorney’s Office 
 U.S. Attorney’s Office 
 Drug Court 
 Poison Control             

 San Diego County Health & Human Services 
 Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
 Prevention Coalitions 

 San Diego County Probation 
 SD County Board of Supervisors  
 SD County Board of Education 
 SD County Medical Examiner’s Office 
 SANDAG-San Diego Assoc. of Governments 
 CBAG-CA Border Alliance Group 
 

 EMOC-Emergency Medicine Oversight Comm. 
 

 Phoenix House 
 CRC 
 McAllister Institute  

RX DRUG ABUSE TASK FORCE  



EDUCATION  
– Law Enforcement – What to look for and how to 

present a case for successful prosecution  
  
– District Attorneys – Tools to Successfully 

Prosecuting Rx Drug Cases  
 
– Doctors and Pharmacies - About responsible 

prescribing/dispensing, securing script pads and 
drugs, and the red flags of a rx drug abusers, use of 
the PDMP    

  
– Public – Speaking to PTA Organizations, School 

Administrators, Prevention Organizations and anyone 
who will listen about the dangers, what to look for, 
and how to get help.  

 
– Students – presentations for high school aged kids 

about the dangers of prescription drug use.   
 



Law Enforcement   
Training; as to the problem, what 
to look for, current trends, and 
how to work up cases for 
successful prosecution  



Law Enforcement 

 Local 
 

 County  
 
 State 
 
 Federal  
 
 Specialty 
 Probation 
 School  
College/University 
City School PD 



The Community  



Educators & Parents 
Presentations to PTA 
Organizations, School 
Administrators and Counselors, 
Prevention Organizations, 
Community Groups.  

Students – Presentations for 
middle& high school aged students 
about the dangers of prescription 
drug use.   
 
 



Prosecutors – Tools to successfully prosecuting 
pharmaceutical drug cases.  
  
Doctors and Pharmacies – Their responsibility in 
prescribing/dispensing, trends/red flags on recognizing 
abusers, securing script pads and drugs. 



    

ENFORCEMENT 
 
Exchange Information and Intelligence among Federal, 
State, County and Local Law Enforcement  
School Police 
University & College PDs 
Probation  
 

Coordinate Investigations and Post Arrest interviews to 
identify dealers 
 
Increase in Undercover Buy Operations  
 
Border operations - Increasing Enforcement, Undercover 
Ops and working with ICE and Border Protection. 

 
 



Controlled Prescription Drugs 

$101,148.00 

Just another drug deal 
 



Hydrocodone Amphetamine 

Oxycontin 80s Oxycodone 

Foreign Diversion and  
Smuggling into the US  





 Legislative Summit – Local, County, State and Federal 
elected officials met to identify possible changed 

 
 Briefings 
 Escondido City Council 
 Encinitas City Council 
 Del Mar City Council 
 SANDAG-San Diego Association of Governments 
 San Diego City Council, Public Safety Committee.  
 Rancho Bernardo Community Council  
 EMOC-Emergency Medicine Oversight Commission 
 
 

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 





24 Collection Boxes 

3 Collection Boxes 

1 Collection Box 

1 Collection Box 



 
 
 

 RX Drug Turn in Days 
 
 Develop a Brochure about OxyContin  

 
 Establishment of an Abuse Hotline number 

 
Media Exposure to educate Public 

 
 Encourage and support funding prescription drug-

specific treatment programs 
 

PRESCRIPTION  
ABUSE HOTLINE 
1-877-662-6384 

Prevention 







DEA San Diego Prescription Take Back 
Program Results 

*San Diego and Imperial Counties 







 

        MEDIA  
Web sites – Facebook, Links from DA, Sheriff’s, 

County and DEA websites.  
 
Print and Television Warnings & Public Service 

Announcements 
 
 Involvement of Local Media as Enforcement 

Operations conclude 
 
Coordinate stories with PDATF member agencies 

 
 













COMMUNITY PARTNERS 



COMMUNITY PARTNERS 





The following early warning signs should not be   
overlooked! 

 
• Child has withdrawn from family or loses of interest in things that 

were once important! 
• Why? What has changed? 

 
• Decline in academic/work performance! 

• Check with teachers and or employers! 
 

• Loss of motivation/always tired! 
• Do activities warrant the behavior, and or is there an 

underlying medical condition. 
 

• Frequently finds ways to get away! 
• Where are they going, what are they doing and who with. 

Verify activities, check text messages, face book accounts 
and e-mails. 

  
 

 



got zans vals percs norcs 

30mg oxycodone and 30mg  

aderol along with 80s…hit me  

up 

Need 60mgocs best deal youll  

ever find 

got norcs perc vals bars 60  

ocs oxycodon and bud 

CELL PHONE/TEXT MESSAGES 



Wow, I keep selling out of 
beans too fast so now Beans r 
3700, norcos r 300 

I know matt won’t pay 3700. I 
might take those norcos tho... 

Lemme know whats up soon 
only got 113 beans right now 
and selling fast… 

Haha, alright, since they’re was 
so much drama last time and I 
guess I shorted u one, I’ll do 
101 for 3500 again 



I know this sounds really 
pathetic but I have 15 to 
pitch on a bean if u want to 
and if u still do that.. But shh 
u didn’t hear me say that tho 
xox\\HB//xox Yeah I still do that and don’t 

worry I’ll keep it a secret, but 
I’m kind of holding on to my $ 
until tomorrow because my 
friend is coming to town and 
bringing beans.  And he’s only 
charging me $35. Ohhh for sure tomorrow then 

for beans haha. We should still 
chill to day tho.       
xox\\HB//xox 



• Money issues? 
• Users will become very manipulative and use every excuse 

to get money! 
 
• Items missing from house! 

• Users will do anything to support their addiction, including 
stealing from family and or others.  

 
• Stories that don’t make sense –  

• Addicts lie about everything and their stories become 
confusing and often times don’t make sense or directly 
contradict something they recently said.   

 
• Regularly check:  

• Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Cars, Backpacks. 
• Look for drug paraphernalia, foil, hollowed out pens, hose 

clamps, pill bottles, check the odometer in your child’s car. 
– Kids are going to and from Mexico several times a day in some cases 

bottles, etc…  
 



• Physical symptoms 
– Extreme loss of appetite and 

weight 
– Watery/Sunken in eyes 
– Poor Complexion or Sickly 

appearance 
– Constipation 
– Drowsiness/Falling asleep at  

odd times 
– Frequently sick 
– Tremors, Twitching, Excessive 

scratching 
– May appear intoxicated with no 

signs of alcohol use  
• If you suspect use, drug test 
• Communicate the dangers of 

prescription drug abuse with your kids! 

 
 







Pharmaceuticals increasingly are diverted 
via the Internet because many Internet 
pharmaceutical distributors--often referred 
to as Internet pharmacies--offer 
prescription drugs to customers without 
requiring a  
– prescription, 
–  physician consultation,  
– or verification. 







• A Prescription Pain Pill user can become 
addicted almost immediately  
 

• The addiction progresses as tolerance goes up 
 

• Users report going from ¼ pill up to 8 pills of 
oxycodone a day within a matter of months 
 

• Cost is too high to maintain, so users switch to 
heroin to avoid withdrawals   
 

THE GATEWAY TO HEROIN 



• OxyContin on the Street is selling for $40 to $80 
per 80mg tab.   

• Heavy users report using up to 8 OC 80s per 
day.  That is up to a $640/day habit. (of 
approximately 75 person interviewed, two 
reported using 15 a day) 

• Tar Heroin costs $50/gram on the street. 

–Users can get high approximately five times with 
each gram.     

–Heroin is significantly cheaper and can be 
smoked. 

–Delivers a very similar high although users report 
Heroin makes them feel much more tired and lazy.   

 

THE GATEWAY TO HEROIN 



• The latest trends both locally and nationally show 
a significant increase in the use of heroin and its 
connection to Rx drug abusers.  

• San Diego Medical Examiner’s Office 
Heroin overdoses all age groups 

  Year      Number of Deaths   

  2005    40 
  2006    50 
  2007    60 
  2008    75 
  2009    75 
  2010 
  2011 
 

 
  
    

 HEROIN IN SAN DIEGO 

46% increase from 2005 – 2009. 



 Coroner’s Report for San Diego County 
 

– 2000-2009 – 5 
 One death approximately every 18 months  

 
 

 

 HEROIN TEEN DEAHTS 

    - 2010  7 (ages 17-19) 
 One death less than every 8 
weeks! 

 



 GS Tom Lenox 
thomas.p.lenox@usdoj.gov 
(858) 616-4365 

QUESTIONS? 
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