Newsletter of the U.S. Attorney’s Office
Eastern District of Tennessee

NEWS FROM U.S ATTORNEY
WILLIAM C. “BILL” KILLIAN

The press releases and other news media report
some of the accomplishments of the local, state,
and federal law enforcement agencies within the
Eastern District of Tennessee, There are other
achievements that may not be reported, and are
only known to law enforcement. The sum total of
our success is a result, in no small part, of the
extensive cooperation and coordination among
all law enforcement agencies. Oftentimes you will note in the press
release, that several local, state, and federal agencies participated
in the investigation and the successful prosecution of the case. We
have always given credit to all agencies who participate in those
joint cases. We are proud, not only of their successful prosecution,
but also of their desire to cooperate and coordinate with others to
achieve the intended result. The value of this effort cannot be
overstated.

The successful agreement to pay the largest criminal financial fraud
penalty in the history of the district, conviction of those involved in
an extremely widespread pill mill case, continued success with the
Violence Reduction Initiative in Chattanooga, and suppression in
gang and gun violence throughout the district, and convictions for
child pornography and human trafficking, to name a few, are the
rewards to society from our cooperation in law enforcement. |
applaud and congratulate you for your efforts.
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The citizens of eastern Tennessee can be satisfied with the response of the law enforcement
community on behalf of the victims of crime. We are making our communities a safer place to
live.

| further acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of the law enforcement community to posi-
tively interact with those groups in society who seek reassurance that the law enforcement
community is responding to the needs of their community. The Police Advisory and Review
Committee and the Civil Rights Working Group in Knoxville, as examples, provide an avenue
for open discussion and a positive forum for concerns regarding law enforcement. We avoid
problems in law enforcement and certain groups in our society by actively conducting out-
reach to educate and interact with those groups. This outreach and interaction avoids prob-
lems that have been experienced in other parts of the country. Thank you to all who make this
possible. May we continue in our efforts to instill confidence in the law enforcement mission
in this district.

Bill
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U.S. ATTORNEY EVENTS

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S CELEBRATES 225TH BIRTHDAY
OF U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE OF TENNESSEE

On January 15, 2015, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of
Tennessee celebrated the 225th Birthday of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
Tennessee, by holding a reception in the Knoxville headquarters office. In
addition to current and former district employees, attendees included U.S Dis-
trict and Magistrate Judges and federal agency heads.

U.S. Attorney William C. “Bill” Killian opened the event by presenting

an award to Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation Special Agent

 Meredith Louden, who was named as the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Eastern Dis-

trict of Tennessee “Law Enforcement Agent of the Year.” Special Agent Loud-

en received this award for her investigative work in a “pill mill” case involving

the Breakthrough Pain Therapy Center, its owners and employees, who were
convicted of drug trafficking and money laundering offenses.

U.S. Attorney Killian then spoke to the attendees about the history of
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, which dates back to 1790. He pointed out that
Tennessee remained a unified district until 1805 when the state was divided into three districts, the Eastern,
Middle and Western Districts. Many familiar names have served as U.S. Attorney throughout the nation in-
cluding former President of the United States Andrew Jackson, who was the first U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Tennessee.

U.S. Attorney Killian reminded those in attendance that in carrying out its mission, the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Eastern District of Tennessee works with a multitude of federal, state, and local agencies, includ-
ing the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Drug Enforcement Administration, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Department of Homeland Security, Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, Department of Energy, Internal Revenue Service, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Park Service, U.S. Mar-
shal’s Service, U.S. Postal Inspection Service, U.S. Secret Service, Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol, Tennessee Methamphetamine Task Force, 15 Tennessee District Attorneys Generals,
11 Tennessee Judicial District Drug Task Forces, 41 County Sheriff’s offices, and 117 Chiefs of Police and
their departments.

Finally, U.S. Attorney Killian added, “Throughout history, this office has exhibited Justice through their
work, dedication, and accomplishments. Long after I leave this position, this office will continue to exhibit
the pride that comes from representing the United States of America. As
an attorney, you will have no greater client. Justice is not a nebulous con-
cept. It is applied to the matters and cases every hour of every day by the
Assistant United States Attorneys and the staff. As so aptly put by Mr.
Justice Sutherland i in the case of Berger v. United States (1935), ‘the Unit- |

troversy but of a sovereignty whose obligation to govern impartially is as
compelling as its obligation to govern at all.””
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THE SELMA-TO-MONTGOMERY MARCHES

On Sunday, March 9, 2015, public servants, civil rights pioneers, and passionate citizens
gathered in Selma, Alabama to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday—and
rededicate themselves to the ongoing fight for civil rights and social justice. Several U.S.
Attorneys, including U.S. Attorney Bill Killian, participated in this event along with Presi-
dent Barrack Obama, current Attorney General Eric Holder, Attorney General nominee
Loretta Lynch and others.

U.S. Attorney Killian described this event as a very “moving experience.”
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ADDITIONAL U.S. ATTORNEY SPEAKING
ENGAGEMENTS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

January 19, 2015
Human Trafficking
Chattanooga Police Department

January 26-28, 2015
Pharmaceutical Compliance Conference
Washington, DC

March 25-26, 2015
Pharmaceutical Compliance Conference
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

March 30, 2015
Tennessee Commission on Social Welfare
Bullying and Human Trafficking
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FIRST ANNUAL USAO AWARDS CEREMONY

Assistant United States Attorney of the Year 2014
Debra Breneman
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Support Staff Member of the Year 2014
Catherine Collins

Team USA Award for Exceptional Service, Qutstanding
Professionalism, and Exemplary Integrity
Gretta Wright
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United States Attorney Award for Outstanding L.aw Enforcement - Internal Revenue
Service, Criminal Investigation Special Agent Meredith Louden
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USAO STAFF VOLUNTEERS

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SERVICE PROJECT — RACE AGAINST RACISM

On Saturday, January 17, 2015, AUSA Brooklyn Sawyers organized a group from the Knoxville U.S.
Attorney’s Office, including AUSA Kelly Norris, to serve as guide-posts to the Race Against Racism runners.
Those in attendance had lots of fun moments cheering on the community while taking collective stand against
racism. Participants included Austin East and Fulton High School Nation Achievers Society honor students and
the federal public defender.
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CHATTANOOGA OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

On Monday, January 19, 2015, AUSAs Tara Bay and Meredith Edwards
volunteered in a Day Community Service Project in the Chattanooga Alton Park
Community by painting the community center. Note the beautiful blue wall in the
picture below.

U.S. Attorney staff members of the
Chattanooga Office took time out of
their busy work schedules to help the
less fortunate by volunteering their time at the Chattanooga Area T
Food Bank in December. Those participating are shown below and
include: Bethany Gray, Meredith Edwards, Laura Eye, Amy Russell,
and Rebecca Dean.

Way to show that TEAM USA spirit!!
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2015 GATLINBURG LAW

ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE
MAY 5-7, 2015

Gatlinburg Convention Center
234 Historic Nature Trail, Gatlinburg, Tennessee

The 2015 Gatlinburg Law Enforcement Conference is co-sponsored by the United States Attorney’s
Offices and Law Enforcement Coordinating Committees (LECC) from twelve districts: Northern District of
Alabama; Northern District of Georgia; Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky; Western District of
North Carolina; District of South Carolina; Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Tennessee; Western
District of Virginia; Northern and Southern Districts of West Virginia; and the Tennessee Law Enforcement
Training Academy.

This annual conference includes multiple workshops and a number of plenary sessions.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION ONLINE ONLY

ATTENDANCE IS LIMITED TO SWORN LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS AND PROSECUTORS ONLY.

To register to attend the conference access the following website and enter the required
information:

https://qatlinburglec.org/reqister

Upon completion of the online application process, you will receive an invoice which should be
printed and submitted with the conference registration fee.
Please follow the instructions on the invoice to submit payment.

Fee for registrations RECEIVED with PAYMENT on or before April 10, 2015 = $100
Fee for registrations RECEIVED with PAYMENT AFTER April 10, 2015 = $1 50



https://gatlinburglec.org/register�
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/ 2015 VICTIMS RIGHT WEEK
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National Crime Victims’ Rights Week is April 19-25. This year instead of
luncheons in our district, our office, among several other agencies, has part-
nered with the Florence Crittenton Agency to host a free community event on
Market Square. The date of the event is Thursday, April 23rd, from 5-8 p.m.
Lots of dignitaries, including our own USA Bill Killian and Miss Knoxville,
will participate in this community event. Come out and support ALL victims
of crime and also learn more about how we can help! If you have questions,
please contact Amy Russell in our Chattanooga office or Susie DeLozier in

Knoxville.

There is also a marketing page on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/events/773454159391383



https://www.facebook.com/events/773454159391383�
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RECENT CASES OF INTEREST

JOHNNY MICHAEL STALLARD SENTENCED TO 180 MONTHS ON A-PVP “GRAVEL” CHARGES

GREENEVILLE, Tenn. — On Jan. 22, 2015, Johnny Michael Stallard, 39, of Kingsport, Tennessee, was sentenced to
a serve 180 months in federal prison for his leadership role in an a-PVP (alpha-pyrrolidinopentiophenone) distribution
conspiracy centered in and around the Sullivan County area. A-PVP is a synthetic drug which is commonly referred
to on the street as “gravel.”

Law enforcement agencies participating in the investigation which led to the indictment and subsequent convictions of
Johnny Michael Stallard and co-defendants included the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office, Kingsport Police Depart-
ment, Hawkins County Sheriff’s Department, Johnson City Police Department, Greeneville, Tennessee Police Depart-
ment, Hendersonville, North Carolina Police Department, Scott County, Virginia Sheriff’s Office, Drug Enforcement
Administration, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and the Department of Homeland Security Investigations.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Wayne Taylor represented the United States.

FEDERAL JURY CONVICTS CHATTANOOGA PAIN CLINICS OWNER OF
DRUG TRAFFICKING AND FINANCIAL CRIMES

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. - Following a 25-day trial in U.S. District Court that began on Nov. 3, 2014, a jury con-
victed Barbara Lang, a.k.a. “Aunt Bea,” 60, of Rossville, Georgia, of conspiring to illegally distribute controlled sub-
stances (oxycodone and Xanax) at Superior One Pain Clinic and Primary Care Pain Clinic, two pain management
clinics she owned and operated. Lang was also convicted of operating drug-involved businesses at five of the six
locations used by the clinics. Additionally, she was convicted of illegally “structuring” cash deposits to avoid trigger-
ing currency transaction reporting requirements.

Law enforcement agencies participating in this joint investigation included the Drug Enforcement Administration,
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, Chattanooga Police Department, Roane Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, and Rockwood Police Department. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Gregg L. Sullivan and Michael
D. Porter represented the United States at trial. Assistant U.S. Attorney Tracy Stone prosecuted other individuals in-
volved in the drug conspiracies.

RONALD RANDOLPH RADFORD SENTENCED TO 15 YEARS IN PRISON FOR
DISTRIBUTING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

GREENEVILLE, Tenn.- Ronald Randolph Radford, 68, of Johnson City, Tennessee was sentenced on Feb. 9, 2015, to
serve 15 years in prison followed by a 10 year term of supervised release with special conditions of release, Radford
pleaded guilty in August 2014, to distributing, receiving, and possessing child pornography. He has been in federal
custody since his arrest on Apr. 17, 2014.

The indictment and subsequent conviction of Radford was the result of an investigation conducted by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, and Johnson City Police Department. Assistant United States
Attorney Helen Smith represented the United States.
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RHEA COUNTY WOMAN SENTENCED TO ELEVEN YEARS AND SIX MONTHS FOR
MANUFACTURING METHAMPHETIMINE IN HOME WITH FIVE CHILDREN

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. - Misty Angel, 36, of Dayton, Tennessee, was sentenced to serve 138 months in prison for
manufacturing methamphetamine in the home with her five children, ages 17, 14, 13, 12, and 4, present. She pleaded
guilty in April 2014.

Angel was classified as a “career offender” under federal law because she had two prior drug felony convictions, both
involving methamphetamine and both involving her prior manufacture of the drug in the presence of her children. Her
federal sentence reflected her prior state convictions and the substantial risk of harm that her conduct posed to her chil-
dren. Judge Collier also recommended that Angel participate in a drug treatment program while she is in prison.

The indictment and subsequent conviction of Angel was the result of an investigation conducted by the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, Rhea County Sheriff’s Department, Tennessee Methamphetamine and Pharmaceutical
Task Force, and Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. Assistant U.S. Attorney Gregg L. Sullivan represented
the United States

HARDEE’S SHOOTER THOMPSON PLEADS GUILTY TO ROBBERY AND GUN CHARGES

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — On Mar. 2, 2015, Stephen Thompson, 25, of Knoxville, Tennessee, pleaded guilty to two counts
of Hobbs Act robbery and one count of discharging a firearm during the robbery. Sentencing was set for 10:00 a.m.,
July 8, 2015, in U.S. District Court in Knoxville.

Pursuant to the terms of his plea agreement, Thompson agreed to a term of 30 years in prison, to be followed by super-
vised release. He will also be ordered to pay restitution. There is no parole in the federal system. The agreed upon sen-
tence is subject to the approval of Chief U.S. District Judge Thomas A. Varlan.

This case was the result of an investigation by the FBI Safe Streets Task Force, which consists of FBI Special Agents,
Knox County Sheriff’s Deputies, and Knoxville Police Department Officers. Assistant U.S. Attorney Kelly A. Norris
represented the United States.

KNOXVILLE WOMAN AND OTHERS INDICTED FOR OPERATING “PILL MILLS"
IN KNOX AND ADJACENT COUNTIES

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. - A federal grand jury in Knoxville returned indictments charging multiple individuals for their
roles in the proliferation of several “pill mills” in Knox and adjacent counties over the past few years. The primary
defendant in the investigation, Sylvia Hoffstetter, 51, of Knoxville, is charged with conspiring with other pain clinic

operators or sponsors of pill shopping organizations to distribute oxycodone, and to launder the proceeds generated by
those clinics.

This indictment is the result of an investigation by the FBI High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA). The FBI
HIDTA is composed of FBI special agents and investigators assigned to the task force by Blount County Sheriff James
Berrong, Clinton Police Chief Rick Scarborough, Harriman Police Chief Randy Heidle, Knox County Sheriff Jimmy
“J. J.” Jones, Knoxville Police Chief David Rausch, Loudon County Sheriff Tim Guider, and Roane County Sheriff
Jack Stockton. Jefferson County Sheriff Bud McCoig and Kingston Police Chief Jim Washam provided assistance in
the arrests.

Complete text of press releases for all of these cases and others can be found at www.justice.gov/usao/tne




CONTACT US

Knoxville Headquarters
800 Market Street, Suite 211
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Phone: 865-545-4167
Fax: 865-545-4176

Chattanooga Branch
1110 Market Street, Suite 301
Chattanooga, TN 37402
Phone: 423-752-5140
Fax: 423-752-5150

Greeneville Branch
220 West Depot St, Suite 423
Greeneville, TN 37743
Phone: 423-639-6759
Fax: 423-639-6451

WWW.Justice.gov/usao/tne

CALENDAR

April 2015
13 SOL Working Group Meeting

19 20th Anniversary of Oklahoma City Bombing
19-25 National Crime Victims Rights Week
28 East Tennessee Civil Rights Working Group

May 2015
11 SOL Working Group Meeting

5-7  Gatlinburg Law Enforcement Conference
5-7  U.S. Attorney’s Annual Conference
26 East Tennessee Civil Rights Working Group

June 2015

8 SOL Working Group Meeting
23 East Tennessee Civil Rights Working Group
25 Federal Chiefs and ATAC Meeting

The Eastern District of Tennessee

41 of 95 Counties
2.5 Million Population
Land area: 16,977 sq. miles

15 of 31 State Judicial Districts

5 Interstate Highways
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