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     This missive is being conveyed to forward in writing the verbal 
communications expressed by myself as President and representative of the Carl 
Stokes Brigade in four of the five listening tour sessions conducted by select 
Cleveland City Council members charged with the task of gleaning and assessing 
public comment and discourse relative to the DOJ report.  These sessions, 
conducted in response to the Department of Justice findings relative to the use of 
excessive force by the Cleveland Department of Police up to and including 
cessation of life, sought the input of the citizenry and civic activist groups in an 
effort to lessen and prayerfully eradicate instances of abuse which have too often 
lead to resident loss of life at the hands of CPD officers.  To that end, this 
submission recommends that the pensions of officers involved in these heinous 
acts be confiscated and subsequently utilized to mitigate the cost of civil suits 
awarded to the families of victims who are presently compensated at taxpayer 
expense.  This is tantamount to area residents funding their own abuse and in 
certain instances their own executions.  This insanity must end. 
     We also conclude that a Civilian Review Board constructed from community 
activists and other citizens be elected to serve on this CRB, and that this body be 
given the authority to conduct hearings and adjudicate these matters and 
subsequently levy legally enforceable consequences on police officers who commit 
these acts.  Whereas the community at large has tremendous respect for Cleveland 
Police Officers who daily perform their duties in a respectful, caring, and 
courteous manner, the actions of those officers who display a clear contempt for 
the citizenry especially people of color through abuse, neglect, and even murder 
cannot and will not continue to be tolerated.  We must therefore insist that these 
requests be integrated into the framework of the consent decree currently being 
formulated between the City of Cleveland and the United States Department of 
Justice. 
 
 
                                                                                    
                                                                                   On behalf of the membership 
                                                                                   Of The Carl Stokes Brigade 
                                                                                   And the residents of the City of 
                                                                                   Cleveland 
 
 
                                                                                   David Patterson-President 
                                                                                   The Carl Stokes Brigade 
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c.c /via email 
 
Panel Chair Matt Zone 
Mayor Frank Jackson 
Mike Tobin D.O.J                                
Council President Kevin J. Kelley 
 
 
CSB members in agreement with this submission constituting a quorum consensus: 
 
 
 
 
Founder- Bert Jennings 
Acting Vice President- Ada Averyhart 
Recording Secretary- William Clarence Marshall 
Secretary Treasurer- Genevieve Mitchell 
Member-Marva Patterson 
Member- Rhoda Cantrell 
Member-Terri Tolefree  
Member-Amy Hurd 
Member-Donnie Pastard 
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