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Marijuana, Cash seized by MHIT on I-70

Suspect possessed nearly $20,000 in U.S. Currency

WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA - A Pennsylvania man was arrested with a large amount of
marijuana and cash after a traffic stop on Interstate 70 by the Mountaineer Highway Interdiction Team
(MHIT), according to U.S. Attorney William Ihlenfeld, II.
 

Tulasi Ananda Ognibene, 25 years old of Harrisburg, PA, was arrested on the felony charge of
“Possession with Intent to Deliver a Schedule I Controlled Substance” after the car he was driving was
stopped by an MHIT officer on I-70 following a traffic violation.  Ognibene was found to have
approximately six pounds of marijuana in vacuum sealed bags in a suitcase within his vehicle.  He also was
found to have several bundles of U.S. currency that totaled $19,030.

The investigation revealed that Ognibene had traveled to Marshall County to visit friends last week
and was on his way back to Pennsylvania when he was stopped.

Ognibene faces not less than one nor more than five years in state prison on the present charge.

MHIT’s primary purpose is to enhance regional interdiction operations in order to slow the flow of
illegal drugs into and through the State of West Virginia.  The major focus of MHIT, which began
operating in the fall of 2010, is on highways and state routes but it also concentrates on airports, bus
terminals, hotels, motels and parcel and package interdiction.

MHIT is comprised of officers and agents from the Wheeling Police Department, the West Virginia
State Police, the Ohio County Sheriff’s Department, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and the Drug Enforcement
Administration.
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