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ROSWELL MAN PLEADS GUILTY
TO FEDERAL FIREARM CHARGE

LAS CRUCES - U.S. Attorney Kenneth J. Gonzales announced that Adrian Orona, 35,
of Roswell, N.M., pled guilty earlier today in federal court in Las Cruces to an information
charging him with being a felon in possession of a firearm. Orona has been in federal custody
since his arrest on September 23, 2011, and will remain in custody pending his sentencing
hearing, which has yet to be scheduled.

Orona was charged by criminal complaint on September 15, 2011. The complaint
alleged that, on June 15, 2011, Orona was the passenger in a vehicle that was stopped by
Roswell police officers. According to the complaint, officers saw a digital scale next to Orona’s
foot and a plastic baggie with a small amount of marijuana inside protruding from the cushion of
the rear seat where Orona had been sitting. Orona admitted to the officers that the items were his
and gave the officers consent to search his residence on Vassar in Roswell, New Mexico. Orona
told the officers there was a handgun in his bedroom at the residence. When the officers
searched the residence, they found a loaded Harrington and Richardson Arms .32 caliber
revolver on the bed. According to the information filed today, Orona was prohibited from
possessing a firearm because he has two prior felony convictions for possession of
methamphetamine in the Fifth Judicial District Court (Chaves County).

At sentencing, Orona faces a maximum penalty of ten years in prison, a $250,000 fine
and a three-year term of supervised release.

This case was part of the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Mobile Enforcement Team

(MET) deployment in Roswell, New Mexico. As a result of this operation, in September 2011,



57 defendants were charged with federal drug trafficking offenses and other crimes. The Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Chaves County Drug Task Force and the
Roswell Police Department also participated in this investigation. The case is being prosecuted
by Assistant United States Attorney W. Ronald Jennings.
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