
    

AO 91 (Rev 5/65) Cdmlnll Complainl

United States District Cout
ElbGDo'
t Atbuqu€rquc NM

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

BRIAN JOSEPH CHAVEZ
Year of Birth: 1972
SSAN: nu-)il€941

I further state that I am a

facts: See attached Affidavit.

Continued on the attached Eheet and made a pad hereof:

Sworn to b€fore me and subscribed in my presence,

New Mexico

(N no md Addr... ot D€t6nd$g

l, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and conect to the best of my
knowledge and belief. On orabout June19,2009 in Sandoval county, in

the state and Dishict of New Mexico defendant(s)

an enrolled member of the Cochiti Indian Tribe, did murder Jane Louise Chavez, year of birth 1915, by shooting her five
times in the chest, and that the homicide occurred in the state and district of New Mexico and within exterior boundaries
of the Cochiti lndian Reservation

in violation of Title 18 United States Code, Section(s) 1 153, '1 1 1 1(a)

,lUN 2 2 2ggg CRIMINAL COMPLAINT
GASE NUMBER:MATTHEWJ. DYKMAN O1-fur[- t1s3CLERK

Special Agent, FBI and that this complaint is based on the following
Officiarfirl6

I to

Signaturc of Complainant

ANTHONY J. COSTANZA
Federal Bureau of lnvestigation

(arr{eD
U.S. Magistrate Judge

Name & Title of Judicial Of{cer

AO 91 (Rev. 5185) CrimInal Complaint 

United States District Court 
State and E 1 b!~E) OF 

--------==:..=..:.:....---A:r.t~A'"lbr!-uquerque NM 
New Mexico 

. JUN 222009 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

V. CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 
BRIAN JOSEPH CHAVEZ 
Year of Birth: 1972 
SSAN: XXX-XX-5941 

MATTHEW J OYI< CASE NUMBER: 

CLERK MAN 01 -M) ... \733 

(Name and Address of Defendant) 

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. On or about June 19, 2009 in ..:S:::a::!n~d~o:!.va~I"-_____ county, in 

the state and District of New Mexico defendant(s) 

an enrolled member of the Cochiti Indian Tribe, did murder Jane Louise Chavez, year of birth 1915, by shooting her five 
times in the chest, and that the homicide occurred in the state and district of New Mexico and within exterior boundaries 
of the Cochiti Indian Reservation 

in violation of Title 18 United States Code, Section(s) _1.:..1:,::5::::3,-, 1.:..1~1...:1J.::(a:L) _________ _ 

I further state that I am a Special Agent, FBI and that this complaint is based on the following 
Official Title 

facts: See attached Affidavit 

Continued on the attached sheet and made a part hereof: 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence, 

1:..:!!Ju~ne~)~2' 2~OO~9_--r'( =1')==-... .......... \ ___ at 

(c.. tr-,"dc:D t-Gc l S ) 
U.S. Magistrate Judge 

Name & Title of Judicial Officer 

o YES 

~(? ( 
Signature of Complainant 

ANTHONYJ.COSTANZA 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Signature of Judicial Officer 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
D]STR]CT OF NEVi MEXICO

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VS.

BRIAN JOSEPH CHAVEZ
Year  o f  b i r t h :  1972
SSAN: XXX-XX- 5 9 41

AFF] DAVIT

I .  t he  unders igned ,  be ing  du l y  sworn ,  he reby  depose

and  s ta te  as  fo f l ows :

1 .  I  am a  Spec ia l  Agen t  (SA)  o f  t he  Federa l  Bu reau  o f

Inves t i ga t i on  (FB I )  and  have  been  emp loyed  i n  tha t  capac i t y  f o r

app rox ima te l y  one  yea r ,  I  am cu r ren t l y  ass igned  to  the

A lbuquerque  D iv i s ion  and  have  p r imary  i nves t i ga t i ve

respons ib i l i t i es  i n  v io len t  and  o the r  ma jo r  c r imes  and  fede ra l

v io la t i ons .  The  i n fo rma t ion  se t  f o r th  i n  t h i s  a f f i dav i t  has

been der ived from my own invest igat ion or conmunicated to me by

other sworn law enforcement of f icers or f rom other rel- iabfe

sou rces .

) On  , f une  L9 ,  2009 ,  t he  Bureau  o f  I nd ian  A f fa i r s  and  the

Federa l  Bu reau  o f  I nves t i ga t i on  i n i t i a ted  an  i nves t i ga t i on

rega rd ing  the  murde r  o f  Jane  Lou ise  Chavez  nee  K inyahne ,  yea r  o f

b i r t h  1915 .  Jane  Chavez  ( . . I ane )  i s  an  en ro l l - ed  member  o f  t he

Nava jo  Ind ian  T r ibe .  The  murde r  was  pe rpe t ra ted  by  the  v i c t im 's

g randson ,  B r ian  , f oseph  Chavez ,  yea r  o f  b i r t h  L972 ,  Soc ia l -

1 

2 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

3 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

4 VS. 

5 BRIAN JOSEPH CHAVEZ 
Year of birth: 1972 

6 SSAN: XXX-XX-5941 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn, hereby depose 

and state as follows: 

1. I am a Special Agent (SA) of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) and have been employed in that capacity for 

approximately one year. I am currently assigned to the 

Albuquerque Division and have primary investigative 

responsibilities in violent and other major crimes and federal 

violations. The information set forth in this affidavit has 

been derived from my own investigation or communicated to me by 

other sworn law enforcement officers or from other reliable 

sources. 

2. On June 19, 2009, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation initiated an investigation 

regarding the murder of Jane Louise Chavez nee Kinyahne, year of 

birth 1915. Jane Chavez (Jane) is an enrolled member of the 

Navajo Indian Tribe. The murder was perpetrated by the victim's 

grandson, Brian Joseph Chavez, year of birth 1972, Social 

1 

I 
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Securi ty Account Number XXX-XX-5941, an enrol led member of  the

Coch i t i  I nd ian  T r ibe .  The  a l l eqed  homic ide  occu r red  on  the

Coch i t i  I nd ian  Reserva t i on ,  i n  t he  res idence  sha red  by  bo th

Br ian  Chavez  and  Jane  Chavez ,  l oca ted  a t  028  Coch i t i  S t ree t ,

Coch i t i  Pueb lo ,  New Mex ico ,  81012 .

?  n , r r i  n r r  l - h a  . a f  l - o r n ^ . 1 n  n f  . T r r ' l  r r  1 a  ? n n q  : . y a n f  e

i n te rv iewed  F ranc i sco  L .  Chavez  (F ranc i sco )  ,  F ranc i sco  i s  B r ian

Chavez ' s  f a the r  and  Jane  Chavez ' s  son .  He  t yp i ca l l y  v i s i t s  w l - t h

h i s  mo the r  a t  he r  home eve ryday  a t  app rox ima te l y  11 :30  AM and

d id  so  on  the  morn ing  o f  June  L9 ,  2009 ,  F ranc i sco  recen t l y  l os t

hj-s hear ing and therefore Br ian Chavez communicates with his

fa the r  v ia  wr i t t en  no tes .  F ranc i sco  i s ,  however ,  ab le  to  speak

h i - s  responses .  When  F ranc i sco  a r r i ved  a t  t he  house  B r ian  Chavez

d isp layed  a  no te  to  h im  tha t  s ta ted :  "She  kep t  ask ing  me  to  end

i t ,  I  knew she  was  su f fe r i ng .  I  t o ld  he r  go  to  g randpa .  When

I  sho t  he r  I  saw a  b r i gh t  l i gh t  shoo t  up .  f  seen  he r  f eave .  I t

r  L  ^ n a  m r r  q n r r ' l  r ^ r i  l  l  < h  i  n o  a  <  h r i  r r h t  Q h c  w e  5w c t r  , . J s a u L - ! ! u . L  .  - L  r r ' . , y €  r L ' t  r v u f  a r  u l r Y r r L

a s l e e . n -  D a r i  n l e a s e  f o r o i  r r e  m e -  T t  w a s  n e a c e f r r ' l  - "  R r i  a n  C h a v e z

wro te  seve ra f  more  no tes  to  F ranc i sco  exp la in ing  tha t  he  had

sho t  Jane  Chavez  and  ask ing  fo r  h i s  f a the r ' s  f o rg i veness .

F ranc i sco  l -e f t  t he  res idence ,  re tu rn inq  to  h i s  own  home down  the

s t ree t ,  f oca ted  a t  007  B roken  A r row S t ree t ,  Coch i t i  Pueb fo .

4 .  Bonn ie  o r  Bon . i t a  Corde ro  was  i n te rv iewed  by  agen ts

tha t  same a f te rnoon .  She  i s  E ranc i sco rs  daugh te r  and  B r ian

Chavez ' s  s i s te r ,  and  she  f i ves  w i th  he r  f a the r  a t  007  B roken

Ar row S t ree t ,  Coch i t i  Pueb lo ,  Corde ro  s ta ted  tha t  when

1 Security Account Number XXX-XX-5941, an enrolled member of the 

2 Cochiti Indian Tribe. The alleged homicide occurred on the 

3 Cochiti Indian Reservation, in the residence shared by both 

4 Brian Chavez and Jane Chavez, located at 028 Cochiti Street, 

S Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico, 87072. 

6 

7 3. During the afternoon of July 19, 2009, agents 

8 interviewed Francisco L. Chavez (Francisco). Francisco is Brian 

9 Chavez's father and Jane Chavez's son. He typically visits with 

10 his mother at her home everyday at approximately 11:30 AM and 

11 did so on the morning of June 19, 2009. Francisco recently lost 

12 his hearing and therefore Brian Chavez communicates with his 

13 father via written notes. Francisco is, however, able to speak 

14 his responses. When Francisco arrived at the house Brian Chavez 

15 displayed a note to him that stated: "She kept asking me to end 

16 it. I knew she was suffering. I told her go to grandpa. When 

17 I shot her I saw a bright light shoot up. I seen her leave. It 

18 was beautiful. I hope my soul will shine as bright. She was 

19 asleep. Dad please forgive me. It was peaceful." Brian Chavez 

20 wrote several more notes to Francisco explaining that he had 

21 shot Jane Chavez and asking for his father's forgiveness. 

22 Francisco left the residence, returning to his own home down the 

23 street, located at 007 Broken Arrow Street, Cochiti Pueblo. 

24 

25 4. Bonnie or Bonita Cordero was interviewed by agents 

26 that same afternoon. She is Francisco's daughter and Brian 

27 Chavez's sister, and she lives with her father at 007 Broken 

28 Arrow Street, Cochiti Pueblo. Cordero stated that when 

2 

I 
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Franc i sco  go t  home,  a t  app rox ima te l y  12 :00  PM,  on  June  t9 ,  2009 ,

she  saw tha t  he  was  ve rv  upse t .  When  she  asked  h im  wha t  was

wrong  F ranc i sco  t o l d  he r  " she ' s  gone /  "  r e fe r r i ng  t o  Jane  Chavez .

Corde ro  l e f t  he r  house  qu i ck l y  and  a t tempted  to  con tac t  911 -  as

she  d rove  to  he r  g randmothe r ' s  res idence .  When  she  en te red  the

house  she  saw Jane  Chavez  I y ing  on  the  couch  and  though t  t ha t

Jane  b /as  s leep ing .  She  asked  B r ian  chavez  wha t  was  go ing  on .

He explained that he shot Jane Chavez in order to rel ieve her

q r r f  f e r i  n c r  C ^ r . l e r o  f  i  n a  l  I  1 r  . r . r l -  r h / ' \ ' l  ̂  n f  g 1  ' l  e n d  r e o r r e s t e a l  a n

^ * t ^ , ,  I  ^ - ^ ^

5 .  Emergency  Med ica l -  Se rv i ces  (EMS)  pe rsonne .L  a r r i ved  a t

the  scene  soon  the rea f te r ,  bu t  were  unab ]e  to  en te r  t he

res idence  un t i l -  f aw  en fo rcemen t  pe rsonne l  c lea red  i t .  A f te r  t he

res idence  was  . rendered  sa fe  a t  app rox ima te l y  1 :20  PM '  they

entered the residence and determined that Jane Chavez had no

hear t  bea t ,  was  co fd  to  touch .  t ha t  l i v i d i t y  was  apparen t  and

tha t  he r  l i r nbs  were  s t i f f .  Wh i l e  EMS responder  Ph i l J , i p  T ru j i l l o

was  re lay ing  i n fo rma t ion  to  the  911  ope ra to r ,  B r i an  Chavez  to fd

h im tha t  Jane  Chavez  had  been  dead  s ince  6 :30  AM tha t  morn inq ,

June  19 ,  2009 .

6 .  on  the  even ing  o f  June  19 ,  2009 ,  agen ts  i n te rv iewed

Br ian  Joseph  Chavez ,  Chavez  s ta ted  tha t  a t  app rox ima te l y  6 :00

AM tha t  morn ing ,  he  ex i t ed  the  res idence  he  sha red  w i th  h j - s

g randmothe r ,  and  re t r i eved  h i s  r i f f e  f rom a  t ruck  pa rked  i n  the

g rave f  f o t  i n  t he  back  o f  t he  res idence .  He  reen te red  the

resi-dence, went to his bedroom and loaded the r i f le wi iLh .22

1 Francisco got home, at approximately 12:00 PM, on June 19, 2009, 

2 she saw that he was very upset. When she asked him what was 

3 wrong Francisco told her "she's gone," referring to Jane Chavez. 

4 Cordero left her house quickly and attempted to contact 911 as 

5 she drove to her grandmother's residence. When she entered the 

6 house she saw Jane Chavez lying on the couch and thought that 

7 Jane was sleeping. She asked Brian Chavez what was going on. 

8 He explained that he shot Jane Chavez in order to relieve her 

9 suffering. Cordero finally got ahold of 911 and requested an 

10 ambulance. 

11 

12 5. Emergency Medical Services (EMS) personnel arrived at 

13 the scene soon thereafter, but were unable to enter the 

14 residence until law enforcement personnel cleared it. After the 

15 residence was rendered safe at approximately 1:20 PM, they 

16 entered the residence and determined that Jane Chavez had no 

17 heart beat, was cold to touch, that lividity was apparent and 

18 that her limbs were stiff. While EMS responder Phillip Trujillo 

19 was relaying information to the 911 operator, Brian Chavez told 

20 him that Jane Chavez had been dead since 6:30 AM that morning, 

21 June 19, 2009. 

22 

23 6. On the evening of June 19, 2009, agents interviewed 

24 Brian Joseph Chavez. Chavez stated that at approximately 6:00 

25 AM that morning, he exited the residence he shared with his 

26 grandmother, and retrieved his rifle from a truck parked in the 

27 gravel lot in the back of the residence. He reentered the 

28 residence, went to his bedroom and loaded the rifle with .22 

3 
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ca l i be r  l ong  r i f l e  bu f fe t s .  A t  t h l s  t ime ,  Jane  Chavez  was

as leen  on  f he  r : o r : r : h  i n  t he  I i v i no  room-  He  checked  on  he r  tw i ce

to  con f i rm  she  was  s leep ing ,  and  once ,  even  ca lLed  ou t  t o  he r ,

' r o r a n d m a  -  r r  t o  s e e  i f  s h e  w o u l d  a w a k e n .  S h e  r e m a i  n e d  a s l c e n -  H e

approached  the  couch  qu ie t f y  and  a imed  the  r i f l - e  a t  he r  ches t .

f . l  a  n l a r ' a . l  l -  h e  l - ' a r r a ]  i r r q f  e l - r n r r c  h c r  r - h c q f  m a k i  n n  c t t r F  n n f  f  O

touch  he r  w i th  i t  so  as  no t  t o  awaken  he r .  Chavez  s ta ted  tha t

he then shot Jane Chavez four or f ive t imes in the chest in

qu i ck  success ion .  He  s ta ted  tha t  he  wan ted  i t  t o  be  ove r

qu ick fv .

1 .  Based  on  the  i n fo rma t ion  se t  f o r th  i n  t h i s  a f f i dav j - t ,

you r  a f f i an t  submi t s  t ha t  t he re  i s  p robab le  cause  to  be l i eve

tha t  on  June  19 ,  2009 ,  B r i an  Joseph  Chavez ,  yea r  o f  b i x t h  L912 ,

Social  Securi ty Account Number XXX-XX-S941, an enrol led member

o f  t he  Coch i t i  I nd ian  T r ibe ,  d id  murde r  Jane  Lou ise  Chavez  nee

K inyahne ,  yea r  o f  b i r t h  1915 ,  by  shoo t i ng  he r  f i ve  t imes  i n  the

ches t ,  and  tha t  t he  homic ide  occu r red  i n  t he  s ta te  and  d i s t r i c t

o f  New Mex ico  and  w i th in  ex te r i o r  boundar ies  o f  t he  Coch i t i

I nd ian  Rese rva t i on ,  i n  v i o l a t i on  o f  T i t l e  18 ,  Un i t ed  S ta tes

. -ae ta  qa^ l .  j  ^h  6  i  1  c ,  ?  and  1111  (a  )  .

1 caliber long rifle bullets. At this time, Jane Chavez was 

2 asleep on the couch in the living room. He checked on her twice 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

to confirm 

"grandma," 

approached 

He placed 

touch her 

she 

to 

the 

the 

with 

was sleeping, and once, even 

see if she would awaken. She 

couch quietly and aimed the 

barrel just above her chest, 

it so as not to awaken her. 

called out to her, 

remained asleep. 

rifle at her chest. 

making sure not to 

Chavez stated that 

8 he then shot Jane Chavez four or five times in the chest in 

9 quick succession. He stated that he wanted it to be over 

10 quickly. 

11 

He 

12 7 . Based on the information set forth in this affidavit, 

13 your affiant submits that there is probable cause to believe 

14 that on June 19, 2009, Brian Joseph Chavez, year of birth 1972, 

15 Social Security Account Number XXX-XX-5941, an enrolled member 

16 of the Cochiti Indian Tribe, did murder Jane Louise Chavez nee 

17 Kinyahne, year of birth 1915, by shooting her five times in the 

18 chest, and that the homicide occurred in the state and district 

19 of New Mexico and within exterior boundaries of the Cochiti 

20 Indian Reservation, in violation of Title 18, United States 

21 Code, Sections 1153 and 1111 (a) . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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I  swear  tha t  th is  in fo rmat ion  is  t rue

be bes t  o f  my knowledge.

Bureau  o f

and cor rec t  to

Inves t i ga t l onFederal-

Subs cribed
l . r a f a r o  m a

t o  and sworn
th l  s

rcefiffl t5
UNITED STATES MAGIST
A  l  l - r r r a r r o r n r r o  I \ r M

ITI F

Raviered end approvod by SAUSA ChalleB

\  3\

une ,  2009

1 I swear that this information is true and correct to 

2 be best of my knowledge. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Subscribed to and sworn t 
this 

11 L(..l , ~ D 
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE, 

12 Albuquerque, NM 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Rev.iewed and approved by SAUSA Char1.es Barth 

AN~HO;;&1AN~ ;-
Special Agent, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

2009 
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