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Rural Pisgah Man Sentenced on Firearm and Explosives Charges

COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA – On May 8, 2013, Rodney Lee Crosby, age 31, of rural Pisgah,

Iowa, was sentenced in United States District Court in Council Bluffs on charges of felon in

possession of a firearm and felon in possession of explosive devices, announced United States

Attorney Nicholas A. Klinefeldt.  United States District Court Judge John A. Jarvey sentenced

Crosby to 46 months in prison on each charge, to be followed by 3 years of supervised release on

each charge, with the imprisonment and supervised release on both charges to be served

concurrently.  Crosby was also ordered to pay a $10,000.00 fine.  The Court also ordered Crosby

to forfeit a Remington Arms, Model 870, 12 gauge shotgun; a Mossberg, Model 835 Ulti-Mag,

12 gauge shotgun; a savage, Model 116, 338 caliber rifle; a Remington Arms, Model 710, 30-06

caliber rifle; a Marlin Firearms, Model 39A, .22 caliber rifle; a Savage, Model 11, 243 caliber

rifle; a Hipoint, Model 995, 9mm rifle; a Taurus .357 caliber revolver; 357 caliber ammunition;

30-06 caliber ammunition; .25 caliber ammunition; .22 caliber ammunition; 12 gauge shotgun

shells; 16 gauge shotgun shells; and 9mm ammunition; all “improvised explosive bombs”, to-

wit, containers, including “snuff cans” with metal lids, containing a per chlorate explosive

mixture, and with functional pyrotechnic fuses, including among any others those seized from

Crosby’s premises on July 2, 2011; and explosives, that is, commercial aerial display fireworks,

including among others, cardboard tubing with plastic end plugs seized from Crosby’s premises

on July 2, 2011.  Crosby was also ordered to pay a $200.00 special assessment for the Crime
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Victim Fund.  Crosby was taken into custody by the United States Marshal’s Service to be

detained pending designation of the Federal Bureau of Prisons facility at which he will serve his

sentence.

Crosby was sentenced upon his pleas of guilty to the two charges entered on September 6,

2012.  The firearm and explosives charges against Crosby arose from a July 2, 2011, domestic

disturbance call to Crosby’s residence.  During the call, Harrison County Sheriff’s Deputies and

Iowa State Patrolmen observed several firearms and ammunition in the residence. In a

subsequent search of the premises, officers found additional firearms, ammunition, explosive

devices and commercial aerial display fireworks.  Crosby was prohibited from possessing these, 

having previously been convicted of felony fraud and theft charges.  

During the search, the State of Iowa Fire Marshal and the Federal Bureau of Alcohol,

Firearms, Tobacco and Explosives were called, and joined the investigation.  During the

investigation, Crosby gave a statement regarding the fireworks manufacturing operation in which

he stated that he made and sold fireworks, and that he made substantial money from the sale of

the fireworks.  Some of the explosives were deemed potentially dangerous, and were promptly

destroyed by law enforcement personnel on the premises in which they were found.           

This investigation was conducted by the Harrison County Sheriff’s Department, the Iowa

State Patrol, the State of Iowa Fire Marshal, and the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms and Explosives, and the case was prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office for

the Southern District of Iowa.


