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LIVINGSTON COUNTY MAN

  SENTENCED ON FEDERAL DRUG CHARGES

ROCHESTER, N.Y.--U.S. Attorney William J. Hochul, Jr.  announced today that
Michael Mettler, 45, of Geneseo, NY,  who was convicted of the felony charge of manufacturing
100 or more plants of marijuana on February 1, 2011, was sentenced to 60  months in prison
before U.S. District Judge David G. Larimer.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jennifer M. Noto stated that the defendant's conviction stems
from the growth of marijuana plants on his 44 acre farm in the Town of Geneseo.  Investigators
and deputies from the Livingston County Sheriff's Department seized more than 250 marijuana
plants from the defendant's property on August 31, 2010 in what the Livingston County Sheriff's
Office has described as one of the biggest marijuana-growing operations in the history of the
county.  The defendant was also sentenced to serve four years of Supervised Release following
his five years in prison.  

The conviction was the culmination of an investigation on the part of Special Agents of
the Drug Enforcement Agency, under the direction of Timothy Kernan and Investigators and
Officers of the Livingston County Sheriff's Office, under the direction of Sheriff John York and
Special Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, under the direction
of Michael Lawandus.  
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