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TWO MEN PLEAD GUILTY TO CONSPIRACY CHARGES

ROCHESTER, N.Y.-- U.S. Attorney William J. Hochul, Jr. announced today that
Reynaldo Velez, 36, of Rochester, New York, pleaded guilty before U.S. District Judge
Charles J. Siragusa to drug conspiracy, possession of a firearm in furtherance of drug
trafficking, and money laundering conspiracy. The drug conspiracy and firearm charges
carry a maximum penalty of life in prison, a fine of $4,000,000 or both and the money
laundering charge carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison, a fine of $500,000 or
both.

Juan Santiago, 29, of Rochester, New York, also pleaded guilty before Judge
Siragusa to drug conspiracy, possession of a firearm in furtherance of a crime of violence
and money laundering conspiracy. The drug conspiracy and firearm charges carry a
maximum penalty of life in prison, a fine of $4,000,000 or both and the money laundering
charge carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison, a fine of $500,000 or both.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys Jennifer M. Noto and Everardo A. Rodriguez, who are
handling the cases, stated that the defendants participated in a large, armed narcotics
trafficking organization responsible for the receipt and distribution of multiple kilograms
of cocaine and heroin in the Rochester area between January 2007 and October 2008.
Velez and Santiago were two of the leaders of the organization that sent and received
packages of cocaine via the U.S. Mail from Puerto Rico to Rochester. 

The defendants were among more than 30 related defendants charged with federal
crimes involving their participation in this armed drug conspiracy. Proceeds from the drug
sales were sent back to Puerto Rico to purchase more cocaine. Velez and Santiago and
other members of the conspiracy were involved in two shootings in Rochester, New York
during 2007, one on April 20, 2007 on Rohr Street and a second on Clifford Avenue on
July 24, 2007 that left one person paralyzed.  



Velez and Santiago were scheduled to begin trial on these charges on October 11,
2011.  To date, 31 defendants have entered guilty pleas in connection with this case. 

  

Santiago also admitted his involvement in the contract murder of Quincy Turner
on May 28, 2008 near Jamestown New York.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas S.
Duszkiewicz, who handled the case, stated that Santiago admitted receiving, and then
providing to others a contract for the murder of Quincey Turner, an individual believed to
be cooperating with law enforcement authorities. Santiago also provided a vehicle and
firearm which were used in the murder. The firearm was later recovered during a search
warrant executed at his residence.

"Today’s convictions represent a significant step in making our neighborhoods
safer," said U.S. Attorney Hochul. "As the facts of this case demonstrate, drug dealers not
only cause harm by bringing illegal substances into our community, they also on occasion
resort to violence and murder as a way of doing business.  Our Office is proud to lend its
efforts to those of our law enforcement partners to bring such perpetrators to justice."    

The pleas are the culmination of a multi-agency investigation under the High
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HITA) and Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task
Force (OCDETF) initiatives, Special Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearm
and Explosives, under the direction of Scott Heagney, Special Agents of the Drug
Enforcement Administration, under the direction of Wilbert L. Plummer, Acting Special
Agent in Charge, New York Field Division, Postal Inspectors of the United States Postal
Inspection Service, under the direction of Inspector-in-Charge Robert Bethel, officers
from the Greater Rochester Area Narcotics Enforcement Team, under the direction of Lt.
Joseph Morabito, the Chautauqua County Sheriff's Department, under the direction of
Sheriff Joseph Gerace and the Ellicott Police Department, under the direction of Chief
William Ohnmeiss, Jr.   

Sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 5, 2011, at 10:45 a.m. EST, in Rochester, N.Y.,
before Judge Siragusa.
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