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Background 

• About The Partnership at Drugfree.org 
– Our mission and history 
– Commitment to reducing Rx abuse 

• Prevention landscape 
• White House Report on Prescription Drug Abuse 

– Our mission and history 
– Commitment to reducing Rx abuse 

 
 



Medicine Abuse Project 

• Multi-year awareness and action campaign to drive 
down teen abuse of prescription drugs and OTC 
cough medicine 

• Broad coalition of sponsors, federal and strategic 
partners 

• Launched the week of September 23-29, 2012 
• Featured events, public service announcements 

(print, broadcast and digital), media, Medicine Abuse 
Project microsite,  grassroots kit 
 



Medicine Abuse Project 
• Objective:  Reduce by 500,000 the number of 

teens initiating medicine abuse over the next five 
years 
– Promote parent-child discussion of the risks of 

medicine abuse 
– Promote safeguarding and proper disposal of 

medicine at home 
– Identify action steps for key stakeholders:  

prescribers, dispensers, educators, communities 
• “Take the Pledge” at 

www.medicineabuseproject.org  to do your part 
 

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org/


Federal Partners 

• Office of National Drug Control Policy 
• Drug Enforcement Administration 
• National Institute on Drug Abuse 
• Bureau of Justice Assistance 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• Food and Drug Administration 
• U.S. Attorneys 
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Medicine Abuse Project 
• Media concentration in launch week:  Sept 23-29, 

2012 
• $10+ million in pro bono media support of PSA’s / 

extensive unearned media 
• Key events:  Webinar with A&E Networks in DC; 

Installation and media opportunity in Grand Central 
Station, NYC 

• DEA-sponsored national Takeback Day on Saturday, 
Sept 29 

• Message dissemination via funders and partners 
 
     



Public Service Announcements – Print, 
Broadcast, Digital 
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Public Service Announcement –  
Ronnie’s Story 
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Public Service Announcement –  
Chelsea’s Story 
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The Medicine Abuse Project 

How can communities use  
The Medicine Abuse Project 

resources in their work? 
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MedicineAbuseProject.org  
Homepage Design 



Microsite: Primary Navigation 
The 

Problem 
An overview of the growing problem of medicine 

abuse 

What You 
Can Do 

Specific calls-to-action for those looking to get 
involved 

Stories A portal where site visitors can share their stories 
and connections to the cause 

News & 
Events 

A roundup of latest news and events taking 
place in conjunction with the campaign 

Drug 
Guide 

An overview of commonly-abused Rx & OTC 
medicines 

Donate A place where visitors can make a contribution 
to The Partnership at Drugfree.org 



Microsite: Engagement Tools 

Learn (Take the Pledge) 

Get Tips to Safeguard Your Home 

Dispose (Find a Take-Back Location) 

Share Your Story 

Take a Quiz 

Download a Toolkit 

Educate Your Community 



Parents360 Rx Action Kit 

• Compelling eleven minute video about five real families 
touched by medicine abuse 

• Discussion Guide 
• Handouts:   

– Preventing Teen Abuse of Prescription Drugs Fact 
Sheet 

– The Partnership Prescription and Over-The-Counter 
Drug Guide 

– Parents360 Tip Sheet 
– Event Report & Audience Evaluation 
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Telephone Helpline 
1-855-DRUGFREE 
Bilingual staff, operates Monday-Friday from 9-6 Eastern time 
Increasingly, we’re pairing callers with parent mentors 



News Service 
Sign up for Join Together – the e-newsletter  
of the substance abuse field at www.drugfree.org/jointogether 



Medicine Abuse Project 

• Multi-Year Effort 
• Organizations can sign on as official partners 
• Going forward we plan to address key dimensions of the medicine 

abuse problem including 
– Military families / returning veterans 
– Sports injuries 
– Workman’s compensation programs 
– Expansion of resources for healthcare providers via 5-year FDA 

grant 



Questions? 
Marcia Lee Taylor 

Marcialee_taylor@drugfree.org 
202-841-3156 

 

mailto:Marcialee_taylor@drugfree.org
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