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UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS' STATISTICAL REPORT
FOR THE. FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1957
Dyring Fiscal Year 1957, United.States Attorneys succeeded in reducing
the number of court cases pending in their offices for the third successive
year, maintained a high rate of collections, and reported & substantiel in-
crease in the amount of money saved in suits sgainst the government.

23,34l cases were pending at the close of fhe yéar which is a reduction
/

i

of 909 from the 24,253 pending as of dJune 30, 1956, and is the lowest amount
© pending since June 30, 1941 when 20, 869 cases were pendlng.f

¢ The total number of cases and matters pending totalled 50,080 and rep-
resents a 33.2 per cent decrease from the 74,972 cases and matters pending P
as of August 31, 1954 when the Department's backlog drive was commenced.

Collections amounted to $36,092,218, While this 1s a decrease of

$5,942,570 from the record-breaking total of $42,034,788 collected in the ;3
.prev1ous fiscal year, it is the second highest total in the. history of the
Departmentﬁﬁ
| </$Aﬁ;i68537l was saved by United States Attorneys in 1,288 suits in L/
which the government was sued for $53,675,175. This 1s an increase of 11.1 /

 per cent over the $39,701,498 saved during Fiscal Year 1956.




CASES PENDING IN UMTED STATES ATTORNEYS OFFIGES
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'CRIMINAL CASES PENDING
(As of June 30, 1957)

7,411 Criminal_qgges were-pending_as of June 30, 1957 which,iszan in-
crease of 70 cases over thelnqmber pending at the close of the previous
fiscal year, and next to the 7,341 cases pending on June 30, 1956 is the
lowest number pending since June 30, 1889 when 7,212 cases were pending.
This indicates that United States Attorneys are getting to a thard-core™
of pending Criminal caseé. B | .

3,171 of the 7,411 cases are in ten districts. This is just 8 less
than were in the top ﬁen districts at the close of Fiscal Year 1956,

Increases in the number of cases pendiné.occurred in 4O districts, and
decreases in 49 districts while 5 districts had the same number pending that
they had as of Juns 30, 1956 Table lO in the appendix glves & comparison
of the number of cases pending a8 of June 30 1956 and 1957 as well &s the

per cent of 1ncrease or decrease of 1957 over 1956




2,029 or 27.4 per cent of these cases are in a fugitive or other status
beyond the control of United States Attorneys; e,g. fugitives, 313 in the
District of Columbia and 250 in Southern New York comprise 27.8 per cent of
the cases in this category. |

The following table and Chart /4 show that 10 types of cases with 4,615
represents 62;3 per cent of the total. By comparison, that same group rep-
resented 59.1 per cent of the total cases pending as of June 30, 1956. .
Pending Criminal Tax and Narcotics cases increased by 146 and 126. cases,
respectively. For the first time since Fiscal Year 1954, Liquor Law viola~
tions did not constitute the largest number of cases pending according to
offense. National Stolen Property Act cases with 792 or 10.7 per cent of

the total was the largest group as of June 30, 1957.




CRIMINAL CASES PENDING BY OFFENSE

Counterfeiting and
Forgery

Criminal Tax
Embezzlenent

Fraud against the
Government -

Houging Act
Immigration
- Liquor Laws
Mail Fraud

Mann Act

- Narcotics

National Stolen Property
Act

- Occupational Tax, .
Gamblers

. Postal Laws
Selective Service
Thefts I ¢ ¢

-Total

All Other

Grand Total

F.Y, 1956 F.Y. 1957

Cases

421
543
U1

436
124
182
781
118
102
463

729
102
282

363
110

hs897
23 hidy

75341

376
689
124

456
79
215
782
103
61
589

792

55
298
294
114

5,027
25384

7,411

Per Cent of Total

F.Y. 1956 F.Y. 1957
B 5.8 501
7.4 . 9.3
1.9 1.7
5.9 6.1
1.7 1.1
’ 205 209
10,6 10.5
. 1.6 : 1014-
lol{- 08
6.4 8.0
2.9 10.7
lol} '7
3.8 4.0
49 4O
1.5 1.5
66,7 67.8
33.3 32,2
100.0 100.0
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US. ATTORNEYS CRIMINAL CASES PENDING
BY OFFENSE

JUNE 30, 1957
TOTAL 7411 CASES
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Of the 7,411 Criminal cases pending as of June 30, 1957, 5,382 or 72.6

per cent are in s triable status.  This is an increase over the number of

such cases ‘as of June 30, 1956 when 5,185 or 70.6 per cent were in a triable

status and 2,156 or 29.4 per cent were in a fugitive or other status beyond

the control of United States Attorneys.

‘As -the following table indicates,

92.2 per cent of these cases have been in the same status for less than one

year as compared to 91.0 per cent in this category as of June 30, 1956.

Less than six months

Six months to bne year

One to two years

Tw& t& £5rée.years
Tﬁf;edﬁg fdﬁfugeérs
‘Féﬁr.to five years

Five or more years

- Total

Fiscél*Ye#r-l956

1,258
462
325

, o

34
5

10

————

5,185

82,1
8‘9->

6.3
1.8

6_6

0.1
0.2

t———

100.0

Fiscal Yéar_l951

438k 8L
579 108
267 5.0.

) 80 1.5:
-_ 13 "o:.'a
1 0.3
210 0.2

5,382 100,0




- 8light changes; percentagewise; have taken place in the age of pending
Qrimiﬁaljcasss pén&ing as'offJune 30, 1957 whenchﬁ?ared with June 30;}19569
In‘twS of the ag‘éjbzfaékets, less than‘isixmonths and one. to two“‘}'fe'ars ‘the
_;percentages ‘were identical .with those at the clese of Flscal Year 1956

‘namely, 39.9.and 17:7 per cent. respactlvelye |

| 1,500 or 50,9 ‘per cent of the 2,944 cases thab are*morg=ﬁhan one year
“old are in a fugitive or.dther gtatus:be&ond-tha control of’ﬁnite& States
Attdrngzsb Of'thé 1,500 dasés, 549 are in?thre; districts,unameljuﬁhe.
District‘of Colgmbia with~246, Séﬁﬁherh‘Florida with 83 and Southqrnﬂﬂew
_York with 226, |

The following table ‘glves a comparlson of the cases pendlngﬂln varlous

age groups as.of June 30, 1956 -and June 30, 1957° Chart 5 ‘shows ths number

as well as the percentage.in esach grqup‘as ofJune 30, 1957,




AGE OF CRIMINAL CASES DENDING
N THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS OFFICES
AS OF JUNE 30, 1957

TOTAL 7411 CASES
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The number of Criminal complaints pending as of June 30, 1957 was 11,989
which is a slight decrease of 51 from the 12,040 complaints pending at the
close of the previous fiscal year. 5,112 or 42.6 per cent of the total com~ ‘

plaints pending are in ten districts, and ?,767 or 64.8 per cent are in twenty |
five districts.

Substantial decreases in complaints pending took place in Massachusetts
and Southern Texas where the decreases numbered 155 and 285 respectively. On
the other hand increases of 207 and 147 may be noted for the District of
Columbia and Northern Illinois, respectively, in the following table,

Following is a list in rank order of districts with the largest amount
of pending complaints as of June 30, 1957 compared with the number pending
in those districts on June 30, 1956,

Number of Complaints

District June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957
Southern New York _,855 817
Distriet of Columbia 525 732
Eastern New York 613 63k
Southern Florida 647 585
Southern California 571 563
Northern Illinois 295 L2
Eastern Michigan 3460 426
Massachusetts 527 372
Eastern Virginia 236 274
EasterntPennsyivania 238 267

Total 4977 5,112
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Where‘és.z‘per cent*or‘?,éSB complaints were pending in twelve offenses
as of June 30, 1956, 69.2 per cent or 8,298 are pending in those same of~
fenses as of June 30, 1957.: At the cl&ée of Fiscal Year 1956, National

llétolen Property Act complaints had the largest volume and as of June 30, 1957
this offense again had the greatest volume with 1,918.or 16.0 per cent of the

total. Following is a table showing complaints pending by those offenses as

of June 30, 1956 and 1957.

June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957
‘Per Cént - Per Cent
Offense _ Complaints. of Total Complaints of Total
:Commodity Credit 244, '"2.0 | ‘264 2,2
Counterfeiting and Forgery 599 5,0 Em b5
Criminal Tax 147 1.2 468 '3.9
. Embezzlement 273 © 2.3 283 2ely
- Extortion 914 7.6 929 7.7
Fraud against the Government L2 6.1 599 5.0
Liquor Laws 1,241 103 1,252 10,5
. Mail Fraud 202 1.7 225 1.9
Narcotics 325 2.7 309 2,6
National Stolen Property Act 1,807 15.0 1,918 16,0
Postal Laws 362 3.0 434 3.6
Seléctive Service 997 8.3 1,073 8.9
Total © 7,853 65.2 8,298 69,2
- All Other Ly 187 34.8 3,691 30.8

—————— eeceeteces ot

Grand TOt &l 12, 01;.0 . 100 * 0 - ll’ 989 loo ° 0
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Qf the 11,989 complaints involving 16,177 defendants pending in United
States Attorneys! Offices 3,016 or 25.2 per cent of the totsl are awaiting
completion of investigation. Prosecution is under consideration in 2,140
or 17.8 per cent of the complaints, and 3,121 or 26.0 per cent are awaiting
grand jury action or the filing of information. The table below gives a
comparison of the number of complaints pending in certain status groups as of
June 30, 1957 and 1956, and the table on the following page gives a breakdown
of the length of time complaints pending on June 30, 1957 have been in a

particular status group.

June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957
Per Cent Per Cent
Complaints of Total Complaints of Total
Awaiting advice or
instruction from Department 186 1.5 182 1.5
Awaiting GCompletion of
Investigation 2,811 23.3 3,016 25,2
Prosecution under Conslderation 2,522 20.9 2,140 17.8
Awaiting Service of Warrant
or Summons 4130 440 Lh2 3.7
Awaiting final hearing before
Commissioner 162 1.3 171 Y
Awaiting Grand Jury Action, etc. 2,981 24.8 3,121 26.0
" Other Stage of Proceedings |
not Specified 614 5.2 668 5.6
Fugitives, etc, 2,284 19.0 2,249 18.8

Total 12,040 160.0 11,989 100.0
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68.9 per cent or 8,257 of the 11,989 complaints pending on June 30,
1957 are less than six months old since date of receipt in United States
Attorneys' Offices. In the complaints that are a Yyear or more old, there
is little change percentagewise from the previous fiscal year when 18.1 per
cent were in that category whereas 17.9 per cent are now in that age group.
23249 or 18,8 per cent of those complaints are in a fugitive or other status
beyond the control of United States Attorneys. 1,042 of the 2,153 that are
more than one year old are in five districts, namely Southern California -~
94, District of Columbia ~ 263, Massachusetts - 89, Eastern Michigan ~ 133,
and Southern New York ~ 463. Following is a table showing the number of
complaints in each age category as well as the number and per cent of fugi-

tives in each of these groups,

~ Per Cent of
Total Fugitive, etc,

Complaints Fugitives, etc, Complaints
Less than six months 8,257 975 il.8
- 8ix months to one year ‘1,579 379 2L.0
One to two years 1,262 437 34.6
Two to three years 515 183 35.5
Three to four years 169 111 65,7
- Four to five years 98 82 83,7
Five or more years 109 82 75.2

. iR

Total 11,989 2,249 18.8
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CRIMINAL CASES AND MATTERS FILED

For the year ending June 30, 1957, 31,554% cases involving 40,679
defendants were filed. This is exactly the same as the number of cases
filed during the previous fiscal year. Immigration cases filed in the five
districts bordering on Mexico decreased to 1,507 from the 2,864 filed in
Fiscal Year 1956, Thus, by excluding these cases, an increase of 1,357 or
47 per cent took place. Of these 31,554 cases, 14,341 were filed by in-
‘dietment, 13,552 by information, 1,498 by transfer from other districts and
2,163 by other methods such as removal from State Courts, ete,

Chart 6 gives a comparison filed by Fiscal Year from 1952 through 1957,
Southern California with 1,700 including 521 Immigration cases had the
largest number of cases filed, The District of Columbia with 1,385 and
Southern Florida with 1,225 had next highest totals in cases filed.

During the year, United States Attorneys received 99,2013 criminal
complaints involving 126,173 defendants, This is an increase of 7,763 or
8.5 per cent over the 91,438 complaints'received in the previous fisgal year.
36,575 or 36.9 per cent of the 99,201 complaints were filéd in eleven dis-
tricts having a volume of 2,000 or more complaints while 65,947 or 66,5 per
cent of these were filed in 33 districts having a volume o£ 1,000 or more

complaints.,

# Exclusive of 13,791 cases filed in Municipal Court Branch of District of
Columbia,
W% Exclusive of 21,989 complaints received by the Municipal Gourt Branch of

the District of Columbia,
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS
CRIMINAL CASES FILED
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Chart 7 groups the cases filed according to offense by major categories

for Fiscal Years 1942 to 1957 inclusive. It may be noted that Immigration
violations decreased substantially, Where this offense had the largest
number for several years due to the large number of wetback cases in the
five districts on the Mexican border, three other offenses, National Stolen
Property, Liquor Laws and Counterfeiting and Fofgery with 5,365, 3,693 and
2,291 respectively had a larger number in Fiscal Year 1957. Criminal Tax
cases continued to increase and totalled 1,346 or 249 more than the 1,097
such cases filed in Fiscal Year 1956. Narcotics violations increased from
1,302 to 1,567.

The table on the next page shows the number of cases filed in major
categories, and the number of defendants in these cases.

Grand Jury proceedings handled by United States Attorneys amounted to
15,197, an increase of 323 ovér the 14,874 handled in Fiscal Year 1956. Ten
districts listed below had 6,521 or 42.9 per cent of the total grand jury
proceedings for Fiscal Year 1957. Table number 7 in the Appendix gives
figures as to the number of grand jury proceedings reported by each United

States Attorneys' Office.

Number of Grand Jury Per Cent
Proceedings of Total

Northern Californis L55 3.0
Southern California 1,240 8,2
District of Columbia 1,556 10.2
Southern Florida 498 3.3
Northern Illinois 482 3.2
Eastern Kentucky L6 2.9
Southern New York 456 3.0
Eastern North Carolina 517 Y
Middle North Carolina 420 2.8
~ Southern Texas 451 2.9
Total : 5 521 42.9

All Other 8,676 57.1

-
o
o
L4

o

Grand Total 15,197




CRIMINAL CASES AND DEFENDANTS FILED IN COURT
BY VIOLATIONS

Per Cent Per Cent
.Cases  of Total Defendants of Total
Carriers 258 0.8 300 0.7
Gommodity Credit - 281 0.9 316 0.8
Counterfeiting and Forgery 2,291 7.3 2,645 6.5
Crimes on Federal Reservations 419 1.3 507 1.3
Criminal Tax 1,346 L3 1,637 4e0
Embezzlement 595 1.9 861, 2.1
Fraud against the Government 1,026 3.2 1,825 Le5
Food and Drug 222 0.7 377 0.9
Home Owners Loan 174 0.5 244 0.6
Immigration 2,283 7ol 2,353 5.8
Impersonation 218 0.7 230 0.6
Juvenile Delinquency 398 1.3 610 1.5
Liquor Laws 3,693 11.7 5,717 4.1
‘Mail Fraud 222 0.7 319 0.8
Mann Act 253 0.8 296 0.7
Migratory Bird 500 1.6 776 1.9
Narcotics 1,567 5.0 2,267 5.6
National Bank Robbery 210 C.7 319 0.8
National Stolen Property Act 55365 17.0 6,636 16.3
Occupational Tax, Gamblers 204 0.6 . 303 0.7
Postal Laws 1,952 6.2 2,186 5.4
Railroad Retirement 179 0.6 180 N
Selective Service 332 1.0 346 0.9
Smuggling - 93 0.3 137 0.3
Thefts I C C . 516 1.6 . 818 ¢ 2,0
Veterans! Readjustment Act of
1952 241 0.8 - 251 0.6
Total 24,838 7847 32,456 79.8
ALl Other 6,716 21.3 8,223 20.2

Grand Total 31,554 1000 40,679 100.0
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Of. the. 99,201 complaints 65,957 or. 66.5 per cent of them were for ten

types of violations as follows.

Per .Cent

. Comglaints of Total

Counterfeiting and Forgery 6,887 6.9
Emberzlement 2,175 242
Fraud against the Government 8,306 8.4
Immigration 6,560 6.6
Liquor Laws 5,382 S5¢b
Mann Act | 2,322 2.4
‘Narcotics - 2,042 c 21
National Stolen Property Act 20,450 20,6
Postal Laws | 4,292 . he3
~ Seleéctive Service 7,541 S 7,6
. Total 65,957 66,5

A1l Other | 33,204 - 33.5

Grand Total 99,201 - 100.0

Also, the following table shows the number of complaints and defendants

involved in major categories filled during Fiscal Year 1957.




CRIMINAL COMPLAINTS AND DEFENDANTS RECEIVED

Carpriers
. Commodity Credit
., Gounterfeiting and Forgery

Crimes on Federal Reservations -

Criminal Tax

- Embezzlement _
.-Fraud against the Government
.Food and Drug -

Home Owners Loan

- Immigration

: Impersonation

Juvenile Delinguency

Liquor Laws

Mail Fraud

Mann Act

. Migratory Bird

Narcotics

National Bank Robbery
‘National Stolen Property Act
Occupational Tax, Gamblers

. Postal. Laws

-Railroad Retirement
Selective Service

- Smuggling

Thefts 1 C C

Veterans! Readjustment Act of

1952

. Total
_ALL Other

Grand Total
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BY VIOLATION

Per Cent ‘Per Cent
-.Cases - of Total Defendants = of Tobal
263 0.3 318 0.3
846 - 0.9 985 0.8
6,887 6.9 7,656 6.1
1,102 1.1 1,359 1.1
LyTRk .7 2,155 L7
2,175 2.2 . 3,080 Rehy
8:306 891& 10:585 ‘8-.1}
245 0.3 LO7 0.3
456 0.5 932 0.7
6,560 6.6 7,166 5.7
846 0.8 903 0.7
88 0.9 1,644 1.3
5,382 Sedy 8,233 6.5
- 530 0e5 707 0.6

. 25322 2k 2,728 2.2
548 0.6 842 C.7
2,042 . 2.1 2,857 2.3
20,450 20,6 . 27,816 22.0
.. 220 0.2 374 0.3
by 292 ' ha3 5,089 4.0
1185 ~0.2 187 0.1
75541 7.6 7,704 6.1
136 0.1 214 0.2
1,069 T 1,659 1.3
727 0.7 763 0.6
76,085 6.7 . 96,863 - 76.8
23,116 .. 23.3 . 29,310 23.2
99,201 100.0 126,173 - 100.0
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CRIMINAL CASES AND MATTERS CLOSED
DURING FISCAL YEAR 1957

United States Attorneys and their staffs closed 31,687 Criminal cases#
involving 40,898 defendants. This is a decrease of 1,701 or 5.1 per cent
as compared with the number terminated in Fiscal Year 1956.: However, by
excluding the 1,601 routine Immigration cases terminated in the five Mexican
border districts, the decrease was ohly 313 or 1.03 per cent. By eliminating
the 1,721 cases transferred under Rule 20 ﬁo other diatriqts, 86;6 per cent
or 25,938 of the remaining 29,966 cases resulted in convictions while 2.8 or
827 were found not guilty after trial. Court or jufy trials took place in
3,117 cases in#olving a;slz defendéhts, and convictionsawera obﬁaiﬁed in
2,281 or 73.2 per cent of those cases invoiving 3,283 defendants.,
| .Of the 67,981 Criminal complaints closed without reaching court dockets
59,894‘or 88,1 per cent involving 75,708 defendants were closed by declina-
tion of prosecution, Chart 9 shows a comparison of the number of cases
closed for Fiscal Years 1951 to 1957. Table 2 in the Appendix gives a
breakdown by district of the methods of disposition of Criminal cases and
defendants. Table 3 furnishes a breakdown of the disposition of defend-

ants according to type of offenss,

Chart 10 gives a comparison of the number of Criminal cases tried for

Fiscal Years 1952 to 1957 inclusive.

# Exclusive of lB,SS&_eases Terminated in the Muniecipal Court Branch of

the District of Columbia,
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CIVIL CASES AND MATTERS PENDING
(As of June 30, 1957)

Civil cases pending in United States Attorneys! Offices amounted to
15,933 exclusive of Tax Lien cases® of which there are 1,692 pending. This
is 979 cases less than the number pending at the close of Fiscal Year 1956.
Of this number, 8,216 or 51.6 per cent are in fifteen districts having the
largest civil caseload. As of June 30, 1956 these same districts had 8,968
cases or 53.0 per cent of the total. Chart 12 illustrates in graphic form
the caseload of those fifteen districts as compared to the caseload for all
other districts.

The table on the following page indicates the caseload at the close of
Fiscal Years 1956 and 1957 in each of those fifteen districts and shows the
per cent of increase or decrease in the number of cases pending from last

fiscal year to the current year,

* Excluded from figures for purposes of comparison with previous years

when this type of case was not‘reported by United States Attorneys.
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CHART 1 2.

US. ATTORNEYS CIVIL CASES PENDING
JUNE 30, 1957.
TOTAL 15,933 CARES




CIVIL CASES PENDING IN CERTAIN DISTRIGTS

Per Cent of
Increase or
June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957 Decrease
Northern California 1,156 797 31.06 Cr.
- Bouthern California 994 804 19.11 Cr,
District of Columbia 602 493 18.11 Cr.
Southern Florida 345 416 20,58
Northern Illinois 452 479 5.97
Maryland 342 . 267 21.93 Cr.
Massachusettis 576 658 14.24
Eastern Michigan 353 295 16,43 Cr.
New Jersey 387 348 10.08 Cr,
Eastern New York 1,019 1,045 2.55
Southern New York 1,156 1,032 10.73 Cr.
Northern Ohio 40O 389 2.75 Cr.
Eastern Pennsylvania 556 487 12.41 Cr.
Western Texas 313 322 2,88
Eastern Virginia 317 ' 384 2L.14

—————— e ——

TOtﬂl 8,968 8,216 8-39 Cr.
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Exclusive of Land Acquisition cases there are 14,936 cases pending in-
volving $638,839,665. In 6,646 of these the United States as plaintiff is
sseking to recover $272,731,700. In the 7,261 suits in which the United
. Btates is defendant $342,342,266 is involved, and there are 1,029 cases in-
volving $23,765,699 in which the United States is joined as a party.

The largest'single group of cases in which the govermment is plaintiff
are Negotiable Instrument cases (principally Federal Housing Administration
defaulted notes), There are 1,782 cases in this group as compared to 1,752
such cases pending at the close of Fiscal Year 1956. The next largest group
are Veterans! éases‘of which theré are 1,220 which is just 68 cases less
than the 1,288 pending as of June 30, 1956,

Of the cases in which the government ls defendant, Civil Tax cases with
1,807 involving $l53,221,363 and Torts cases with 1,658 involving $126,418,577
have the largest number or 24.9 and 22.8 per cenﬁ of the to£al reapectivel&.

The following comparative ﬁable shows the increase or decrease percént~
agewlse in the number 6f cases in each major cause of action categoryrfrbm
Fiscal Year 1956 to i957 as well as the percentage eachlgroup represents of
the totals at the close of Fiscal Years 1956 and 1957.

Chart 13 indicaies the proportionate number of each type of case and the
table on the following page shows the number of cases pending according to

major cause of action group, the amounts involved and how the United States

participates.




CIVIL SUITS PENDING BY MAJOR CAUSE OF ACTION *

June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957 Per Cent of
Total Per Cent Total Per Cent Increase or
Cases of Total Cases of Total Decrease
Admiralty 491 3.1 405 2T . L7.52 Cr,
Contract Actions 307 1.9 212 1.4 30.95 Cr.
Negotiable Instruments 1,854 11.6 1,888 12.7 1.83
Frauds 885 5.5 791 5.3 10.62 Cr. J
Enforcements 860 5.4 730 JAR) 15.12 Cr.
Forfeitures 368 2.3 403 2.7 9.51
Land Cases 748 b7 688 - 8.02 Cr.
Patent | 30 o2 20 .1 33.33 Cr.
Penalties 220 1.4 204 1.4 7.27 Cr.
. Civil Tax 2,412 15.1 23443 16.4 1.29
Tax Lien 1,550 9.7 1,692 11.3 9.16
Torts 1,764 1.0 1,944 13.0 10.20
Veterans! Matters 1,575 9.9 1,460 9.8 7.30 Cr.
Habeas Corpus 317 2.0 261 1.7 17.67 Cr.
Miscellaneous 2,580 16,2 1,795 12,0 . 30.43 Cr.
Total 15,961  100.0 14,936  100.0 6.42 Cr.

# Exclusive of Land Acquisition cases, but including

Tax Lien cases and Civil Tax cases.
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The following tabulation of pending Civil suits as of June 30, l956
and 1957 (exclusive of Land Condemnation and Givil Tax cases) by status
and lengbth of time within status shows that only 3.7 per cent or 457 of the
cases ﬁave been in the same status for two or hofe years ag contrasted with
9.4 per cent or 1,262 cases that had been in the same status for that length

of time as of June 30, 1956.

- June 30, 1956. June 30, 1957

No. of Per Cent No. of Per Cent

Suits of Total Suits of Total
Less than one year _ 11,034 81.4 10,919 - 87.4
One to two years _ - 1,253 9.2 1,117 8.9
Two to three years 797 5.9 193 1.6
‘Three to four years - 351 C 2.6 143 1.2
Four to five years L0 «3 91 o7
Five or more years 74 .6 30 o2

Total - 13,549 - 100.0 12,493 100.0

As of June 30, 1957, 1,574 suits were in the same status for a year or
more, and 546 or 34.7 per cent of them were at issue or swaiting trial, but
as of the close of the previous fiscal year 2,515 suits had been in the
same status for a year or more and 1,425 or 56,7 of those were at issue
or awaiting trial.

_ The table on the following page shows that the largest group is at
issue or awalting trial with 3,723 or 29.8 per cent of the total, but as
compared to June 30, 1956 this group is down from 4,737 cases or 35.0 per

cent of the total.
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Where 33.4 per cent or 4;530 of the 13,549 civil cases\(exclusive of
Tax and Land Acquisition cases) pending in United States Atﬁorneys’ Offices
Ware two or more'ygars old as of Juné 30, 1956, thaf age group comprised
27.5 per cent or 3,#33 of the 12,493 civil pending cases, 1,811 or 52.8
per cenb of the.3 433 cases that are two or more years old are in the
following distriots. | |

CLVIL CASES WO OR MORE YEARS OLD SINCE DATE OF RECEIPT
IN UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS' OFFICES # :

: _ Per Cent
No. _ of Total
Northern Galifornia 266 A
Southern California o 153 Y.
District of Columbia . 137 4.0
Massachusetts = ' _ S 191 5.6
Eastern New York ‘ ' 392 - Al.h
Southern New York o o 409 11,9
Northern Ohio , 133 © 3.9
Eastern Pennsylvanla - . - 130 " 3.8
. Total . o 1,811 52.8
A11‘Other “ 1,622 47.2
Grand Total - 3,433 100.0

#* Exclusive of Tax and Land Acquisition cases
546 or 61.0 per cent of the 895 cases in the 5 or more years old

category shown on the following table are in seven distrlcts as follows.

Northern California " 93
Southern California . L8
-Massachusetts . 40
Bastern New York ' 91
Southern New York 140
Northern Ohio 78
Eastern Pennsylvania . 56

. Total 546




Following is a table glving a comparlson of the age of Civil cases

pending as of June 30, 1956 and 1957. =
AGE QF CIVIL CASES PENDING IN UNITED STATES ATTURNEYS' QFFICES #

June 30, 1956 ~ June 30, 1957

‘Per Cent Per Cent
. No.  of Total No. of Tobal

Less than six months - 4,048 29.9 4,076 32.6
Six moﬁths to‘dﬁe jéar' | 2,250 E 216.6 " ;""2,261: 18,1
One to two years 2,721 20.1 2,723 21.8
Two to three years 1,569 - 11,6 1,277 10.2
Thres to four years l;BTl ff.:ldfi  .;   . 682 5.5
Four to five years n i' 681   :j5.d l:'g'    ';.579 beb
Five or more-years,;f;'_ "909-_ ':  .6.7 l.':::' . @ 895:g_ )
Toﬁa_i : 13,549 | -'ioo.o S 2493 100.0

* BExclusive of Tax and Land Acqulsition cases but
includlng Tax Lien cases. - |
: Chart lh indicates by groups . the age of leil cases pending 1n

Untted States Attornoys! Offices._ -
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At the close of Fiscal Year 1957, there were 14,747 Civil matters
pending in United States Attorneys! Offices which is 351 or 2.3 per cent
less than the 15,098 such matters pending at the close of Fiscal Year 1956,
7,113 or 48.2 per cent of the matters are pending in twelve districts having
the largest volume.

Southern Indiana decreased from 341 to 185 pending matters, and
Southern Texas ffom 388 to 101, decreases of 4547 and 74,0 per cent respec-
tively, The following table‘li;ts the twelve districts having the largest
number of pending Civil matters as of June 30, 1957 as well as the number

pending in those districts on June 30, 1956,




CIVIL MATTERS PENDING IN CERTAIN DISTRICTS

June 30, 1956 © June 30, 1957

Per Cent Per Cent

- Matters of Total Matters of Total

Northern California 535 3.5 461 3.1
Southern California 1,641 10.9 1,338 9.1
Southern Florida L2 3.1 492 3.3
Maryland 197 1.3 311 2.1
Massachusetts 402 2.6 471 3.2
Eastern Michigan 538 3.6 524 3¢5
Minnesota 1,207 8.4 1,212 8,2
New Jersey 356 2.4 427 2.9
Eastern New York 729 L8 723 L9
Southern New York 606 540 198 3o
Northern Ohio L05 2;7 366 2.5
Nofthern Texas 283 1.9 290 2.0
Total 7,431 49.2 7,113 18,2
All Other 7,667 50.8 7,634 51.8

— ey ee—

Grand Total 15,098 100.0 14,747 100.0
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Of the 14,747 Civil matters pending 6;&50 are Gontract actions con-
sisting of 6,178 Negotiable Instrument matters, namely, 43.7 and 41.9 per
oent respectively of the total. Veterans® Matters increased from 4,317 to
4,656 and now represent 31.6 per cent of the total as compared to 28.6 per
cent of the 15,098 Civil matters pending as of June 30, 1956. Frauds matters
with 1,002 showed a slight decrease of 34 from the total pending at the close
of Fiscal Year 1956, The table on the following page gives a breakdown of

the number of matters pending according to major cause of action category.
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A comparison of the status of Civil matters pending as of June 30, 1957
with those pending on Juns 30, 1956 show that matters pendiﬁg in bankruptey
~ or probate proceedings increased from 3,050 to 3,205, and matters awaiting
answer to demand letters from 3,417 to 3,598.

1,506 or 41.9 per cent of the 3,598 matters awaiting answer to a demand

letter are in the following districts.,

Per Cent of
No. of Matters No. of Matters Matters awaiting
awaiting answer pending in answer to
to demand letter district demand letter
Southern California 271 1,338 20.3
Southern Florida 129 492 26,2
Maryland 101 - 311 32.5
Massachusetts 145 471 30.8
Eastern Michigan 216 524 4.2
Minnesota 528 1,212 43.6
New Jersey 1né . 427 : 27.2
Total 1,506 4,775 31l.5
All Other 2,092 9,972 21,0
Grand Total 3,598 4,747 2ol

The following table gives a breakdown of the Civil matters pending

according to status category as well as the length of time in each status.
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The age of Civil matters pending in United States Attorneys' Offices as
of June 30, 1957 showed only slight changes in each age group when compared
to such matters pending as of June 30, 1956, For instance the number of
matters that were one or more years old decreased from 6,117 to 5,830, a
decrease of 227 or 3.7 per cent,

More than half of the 5,890 matters that were more than one year old
since date of receipt in United States Attorneys! Offices are in ten dis-
tricts, and the table on the following page gives a breakdown of the number
of matters by ége groups in those districts as well as the percentage of
matters that are over one year old in those districts,

Following is a tablé giving a comparison of the age of Civil matters
pending at the close of Fiscal Year 1956 and 1957.

AGE OF CIVIL MATTERS PENDING IN UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS! OFFICES -

June 30, 1956 June 30, 1957

Per Cent Per Cent

No, of Total No. of Total
Less than six months 6,281 41.6 6,422 43.6
Six months to one year 2,700 17.9 2,435 16.5
One to two years _ 2,859 18.9 2,905 19.7
- Two to three years 1,330 8.8 1,290 8.7
Three to four years 793 5.3 682 4.6
Four to five years Lk 2.9 4,06 2.8

Five or more years | 691 Leb 607 bl

Total 15,098 100.0 VN 100,0
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The following table which shows the number and per cent of the total
Civil matters pending in each amount range as of June 30, 1956 and 1957 in~
dicates decreases in the non-monetary and the $L to $1,000 range, and in-
creases in the $1,001 and over range. Percentagewise, the number in each
group at the close of Fiscal Year 1957 only varied from one tenth of one per
cent to'l.B per cent.

CIVIL MATTERS PENDING ACCORDING TO AMOUNT CATEGORY

Per Cent Per Cent

June 30, 1956 of Total June 30, 1957 of Total

Non-Monetary 2,004 13.3 1,861 12.6
$ 1 - $250 3,542 23.5 3,270 22.2
251 - $500 3;&53 22.9 3,409 23.1

501 - $1,000 2,779 18.4 2,746 18.6
1,00L - $2,500 2,045 1345 2,078 14.1
2,50L - $5,000 593 3.9 620 L2
5,001 - $10,000 272 1.8 281, 1.9
10,001 and over 410 2.7 h79 33

————

Total 15,098 100,0 14,747 100,0
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CIVIL CASES AND MATTERS RECEIVED

During the year 20,783 Civil cases were filed, a decrease of 4.3 per
cent from the 21,706 cases filed during Fiscal Year 1956,  As the following
table indicates 50.9 per cent or 10,583 of the cases filed were in seventeen
districts having a total of 400 or more cases. Southern California while
having:a decrease of 21.6 per cent from the 1,717 cases filed in Fiscal Year
1956 nevertheless had the largest number with 1,346 cases. Southern Florida
with 624 had a 40.9 per cent increase from the 443 cases filed in bthe pre~
vious year. Other districts with substantial changes weret

Northern Illinois from 1,171 to 727, a 37.9 per cent decrease,

Mafyland from 306 to 416, a 36.0 per cent increase

SouthernLOhio from 309 to 437, a 41l.4 per cent increase and,

Southern Texas from 264 to 647, a 145.1 per cent increase.

Chart 15 gives a comparisbn of the number of cases filed each Fiscal
Year since 1952, and Table 8 in the Appendix gives a comparison of the number

of cases filed in each district during this fiscal year and last fiscal year.




CIVIL SUITS FILED IN CERTAIN DISTRICTS
FISCAL ‘YEAR 1957 #

~ Per Cent

No. of Cases of Total
Northern California 578 . 2.8
Southern Californis | 1,346 ‘ ' 6.5
District of Columbia 520 2.5
Southern Florida .7 - 624 T 3.0
Northern I1linois | 727 3.5
Kansas « ; : 415 | _ 2.0
Maryland ‘ _ ' 416 2.0
Massachusetts 539 2.6
_ Easterh Michigan ) o 512 ‘ : : 245
New'Jérsey | 582 _ 2.8
Fastern New York ‘ o 889 Le3
Southern New York | 816 3.9
Northern Ohio | 523 245
Southern Ohio | 437 _ 2.1
Eastern Pennsylvania L83 23
1NorthernzTexas | 529 Re3
Southern Texas 6477 3.1
Total " 10,583 50,9

All Other | 10,200 19,1
Grand Total 20,783 100,0

# Exclusive of Tax Lien cases
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0f the Civil cases filed (excluding Land Acquisition but including Tax
Lien), the Unjted States was plaintiff in 14,119 involving 3202,921,950.

Two categories, namely, 5,594 Negotiable Instrument suits for $8,981,976 and
3,033 Veterans! suits for 7,574,785 made up over half of this total. In
the 566 suits involving frauds, the United States is seeking to recover
$53,839,822.

Cases in which the United States was designated as defendant amounted
to 7,077 with $208,389,342 involved. 1,652 Civil Tax suits with $89,959,498
and 1,072 Torts suits‘with $66,452,960 accounted for approximately 75 per
cent of the money involved in these suits against the government.

A breakdown of cases filed according to agency involved shows that
Federal Housing Administration with 5,740, Internal Revenue Service with
2,910 and the Department of Defense with 2,062 comprise 10,712 cases or
51.5 per cent of the total.

The tables on the following pages give a breakdown of cases filed

according to major cause of action and major agency groups respectively.
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Civil matters received by United States Attorneys amounted to 29,131
& decrease of 1.0 per cent from the 29,427 received in Fiscal Year'l956.

As the table on the following page shows 12,911 or 44.3 per cent of
those matters received were in fifteen districts reporting a volume of
600 or more matters received. Southern California with 1,698 had the
largest number of civil matters received. However, this is a decrease of
21.5 per cent from the 2,163 matters reported by this district in the pre-
vious fiscal year; Table 12 in the Appendix gives a comparison of the number

of civil matters received in each district during Fiscal Years 1956 and 1957.
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_CIVIL MATTERS RECEIVED IN CERTAIN DISTRICTS
' FISCAL YEAR 1957

Per Cent

No. of Matters of Total

Northern California 762 2.6
Southern California 1,698 5.8
District of Columbia 651 202
Southern Florida 804 2.8
Northern Illinois 868 3.0
Maryland 651 2.2
Massachusetts 862 3.0
Eastern Michigan ' 841 2.9
Minnesota 702 2.4
New Jersey 816 2.8
Eastern New York 1,263 he3
Southern New York 1,012 3.5
Northern Ohio 674 23
Eastern Pennsylvania 662 2.3
Northern Texas 645 2.2
Total 12,911 bire3

All Other 16,220 55.7

Grand Total 29,131 100.0
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Excluding Land Acquisition matters, there were 28,423 matters received
in United States Attorneys' Offices of which 8,942 involved Negotiable In~-
stfgments and 5,645 Veterans! matters. As compared with Fiscal Year 1956,
Neéotiable Instrument matters increased by 336 or 3.9 per cent while Vet-
erans' matters decreased by 666 or 10.6 per cent.

22,484 or 77.2 of the 29,131 Civil matters were received from the

following six agencies,

Per Cent

No, of Matters of Total

Agriculture Department 2,548 8.7
Defense Department 2,827 9.7
Internal Revenue Service 3,456 11.9
General Accounting Office 2,775 9.5
Federal Housing Administration 8,704 29.9
Veterans! Administration 2,174 Te5
Total 22,484 772
A1l Other 6,647 22.8

Grand Total 20,131 100,0

The tables on the following pages furnish breakdowns of matters

received. during the fiscal year by cause of action and by agency.
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CIVIL CASES AND MATTERS CLOSED

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1957, 21,371 suits were ter-
minated, a decrease of i5f9 per cent from the record-breaking total of
25,425 closed 1n Fiscal‘Year 1956, Aslchart 17'in&icates, the-number
terminated dufing the past year is the second highest in the history of
_the Department, |

A breakdown of Civil suits closed according to major cause of action
category shows thaﬁ'Negotiable Instruﬁent suits with 5,664 éndlveterans'
suits with 3,3&5 éré‘the.l#fgest groupé as they were in the two prece@ing
fiscal years. Thé following tables give a comparison of cases closed in
~pach group during Fiscal fear 1956 and'l957 and a sumnary of cases for
Fiscal Yeaf 1957 showing major cause of action categories, and how the

United States participated in those cases.




UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS CIVIL SUITS TERMINATED
FISCAL YEAR 1957 #

Admiralty

Contract Actions
Negotiable Instruments
Frauds

Enforcement Actions
Forfeitures

Land Cases

Patent

Penalties

Torts

Veterans! Matters

Miscellansous

Total

Per Cent of
P. Y, 1956 F. Y. 1957 Increase or
Cases Cases Decrease
519 468 9.83 Cr,
Th8 291 61,10 Cr,
7,026 5,661, 19.39 Cr.
936 785 16.13 Cr.
1,084 951 12,27 Cr.
1,459 1,472 .89
1,218 910 25429 Cr.
37 19 48,65 Cr,
e 538 13.50
1,403 1,195 14.83 Cr,
4,676 3345 28.47 Cr.
4,287 3,269 23475 Cr.
23,867 18,907 20.78 Cr,

# Excluding Tax and Land Acquisition cases.
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A total of 10,295 or 54.6 per cent of the Civil suits terminated
(exclusive of Tax and Land Acquisition) resulted in judgments for the
United States as compared to 12,396 judgments (comprising 51.9 per cent
of the total) for the United States in Fiscal Year 1956.

As the table below indicates very little change percentagewise took
place in other methods of disposition from Fiscal Year 1956 to 1957.

CIVIL SULTS TERMINATED BY
METHOD OF DISPOSITION #

F. Y. 1956 P, Y. 1957
No. of Per Cent No. of Per Cent
Cases of Total Cases of Total
Payment in full to Government 1,174 4.9 803 4.3
Payment in full by Government 64 o3 25 .1
Compromise accepted 2,606 10.9 1,824 9.7

Judgment for United States

Default 10,459 13.8 8,498 151
Summary 831 3.5 854 heb
After Trial 1,106 Lab 93 5.0

Judgment against United States

After Trisl 767 3.2 627 3.3
Consent Judgment 305 1.3 340 1.8
Dismissed without Collection 4,511 i8.9 3,322 17.6
Transferred to another
District 284 1.2 214 1.1
Other 1,760 7h 1,405 Te5
Total 23,867 100.0 18,855 100,0

¥ Exclusive of Tax and Land Acquisition cases,
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1,288 of the 21,371 Civil suits terminated during Fiscal Year 1957 were

suits in which the government was sued for a total of $53,675,175. In 535

of those suits involving $21,8.8,831, compromises amounting to $4,247,884
were obtained resulting in a savings of $17,600,947. The United States won
349 of them in which it was sued for $16,647,318. $9,860,106 was saved in
404 suits involving $15,179,026 in which judgments against the United States
amounted to $5,318,920. The total amount saved was $44,108,371, an 11.1 per
cent increase over the $39,701,498 saved in the previous fiscal year.

Savings in the fifteen districts listed below exceeded $1.,000,000.

Amounb Amount,

No, California $3,640,559 New Jersey $1,736,293
So. California 3,866,995 E. New York 1,474,730
Connecticut 1,502,661 So. New York 3,619,691
bD. C. 1,563,348 E. Pennsylvania 1,161,888
So. Florida 1,352,892 No, Texas 1,634,894
Wo. Illinois 1,153,077 So. Texas 1,169,339
W. Louisiana 1,039,429 W. Texas 1,001,476
Maryland 1,524,619

Total 29,220,501
Massachusetts 1,778,610

A1l Other 14,887,870

Grand Total $44,,208,371
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9,435 Civil matters were closed without reaching court dockets., The

largest groups according to type of matter are Negotiable Instrument matters

with 3,752 closed as compared to 4,535 and 4,547 in Fiscal Years 1955 and

1956 respectively, and Veterans' matters with 2,164 as against 1,645 and

3,255 in the two preceding fiscal years,

‘The table on the next page shows the types of the matters disposed of,

and the numbers and amounts involved in each group.

The table below gives a comparison of the method of disposition in

these matters for Fiscal Years 1956 and 1957.

CIVIL MATTERS TERMINATED WITHOUT REACHING COURT DOCKETS

BY METHOD OF DISPOSITION

F. Y. 1956 F. Y. 1957

No. of Per Cent No. of Per Cent

Matters of Total Matters of Total
Payment in full to Government 2,272 18.5 1,875 19.9
Compromise accepted 1,477 12.0 1,249 13.2
Closed without action 2,710 22.0 2,351 24.9
Closed as uncollectible by hSk 3645 3,169 33.6

Transferred to another

District Thiy 6.1 501 5.3
Other 598 4.9 290 3.1
Total 12,295 100,0 9,435 100.0
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. COLLECTIONS .

UnitedlStates Attorneye feported collectione of $36,092,218 which is
a decrease of $5,942,570 or 1h.l per cent from the all-time high of
3&2,03&,788.¢ollected in Fiscal Year 1956. However, the 1957 total is the
second higheet.total in the history of the Department. A comparison of the
collections efterisuit_eod those collections which were made without actual
suit or prosecctioh:fof Fiscal Years 1956 and 1957 shows that collections ;
after sult lncreased from $14,381,628 to $19,473,868, a 35§4ﬁper cent in=
crease while those without actual suit or prosecution decreeeod from .
$27,653,160 to $16,618,350, a 39.9 per cent decrease. I

The totel collected during the Fiscal Year is over thfée timee,es much
as the $11, 138 200 appropriated for the United States Attorneyst O ffices. |
As compared w1th Flscal Years 1955 and 1956 when $2. 96 and $3 77 respectlvely
were collected for each dollar appropriated, $3. 2& was collected 1n Flscal
Year 1957. : . S : | l

Chart l8 depicts the amounts collected as: compared to amounts eppropriw
ated for Flscal Years 1950 through 1957 1nclu51ve.: The Flnanc1al Summary
Table in the Appendlx Wlll show amounts collected by dlstrlct as well as
amounts imposed in flnes, Judgments, etc° and Table 13 will glve a comparlson

of collectlons in each distrlct for Flscel Years 1956 and l957. _ffé_c
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DISPOSITION OF CRIMINAL CASES AND DEFENDANTS

IN UNITED STATES
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TASLE 3,
CRIMINAL CASES AND DEFENDANTS IN UKITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

BY OFFEHSE

FISCAL YEAR ENDEG JUKE 30,1957

D)SFOS ITION OF BEFERDANTS IR TERRINATED CASES
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TABLE Y.
METHOD OF TRIAL OF DEFENDANTS LK CRIMINAL CASES IN UNITED

STATES DISTRICT COURTS BY JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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. TABLE 5.
URITED STATES ATTORNEYS FINANCIAL SUMMARY

FISCAL YEAR EKDED JUHE 30, 1957
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CASE LOAD PER ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

BASED ON UNITED STATES CASES IN DISTRICT AND STATE COURTS

FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30,1957
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