
AO 91 (Rev. 11/11) Criminal Complaint 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 

District of Colorado 

United States of America 

v. 

Richard Platt 
Defendant 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

I, the undersigned complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  

On or about July 9, 2021, in the State and District of Colorado, the defendant, Ric  violated: 

  Code Section Offense Description  
18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1) Possession of a firearm or ammunition by a prohibited person. 

This criminal complaint is based on these facts: 

See Affidavit attached hereto and herein incorporated by reference.   

 Continued on attached sheet. 

  s/ Gregory Johnson  
Complainant’s signature 

    Gregory Johnson, Special Agent, ATF       
 Printed name and title 

Sworn to before me and:    submitted, attested to, and acknowledged by reliable electronic means. 

Date:             
Judge’s signature 

City and state: Denver, CO 
Printed name and title

21-mj-00125-STV

Judge’s signature
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I, Gregory Johnson, Special Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF), being duly sworn, depose and state under penalty of perjury that the following 
is true to the best of my information, knowledge and belief.  

1. I am a Special Agent (SA) with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF), United States Department of Justice, in Denver, Colorado.  I am an “investigative or
law enforcement officer of the United States” within the meaning of 18 U.S.C. § 2510(7),
and am authorized under the Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 41 to request an arrest
warrant.

2. I have been a SA with ATF since October 2016.  My primary duties consist of enforcing
federal firearms laws, particularly those related to illegal firearms possession and armed
narcotics trafficking.  I have conducted this investigation and other such investigations as an
ATF SA.  Prior to becoming an ATF SA, I was employed as an Intelligence Officer in the
United States Marine Corps for approximately eight years.  I graduated from The
Pennsylvania State University in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication Arts and
Sciences

3. Because this affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of securing an arrest warrant, I
have not included each and every fact known to me concerning this investigation.  I have set
forth facts that I believe are necessary to establish probable cause to believe that Richard PLATT
violated 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1).

4. The information contained within the affidavit is based on my training and experience, as well as
information imparted to me by other law enforcement officers involved in this investigation.
Additionally, your affiant has included information from his own observations as well as
information gleaned from Denver Police Department reports relating to this case (DPD GO
Reports 2021- 391416 and 2021-391900).

5. The weekend of July 9, 2021, the City of Denver was hosting the Major League Baseball (MLB)
All Star Game and associated events.  The scheduled events were expected to bring in a larger
than usual number of visitors to the downtown area over the weekend.  The Maven Hotel,
located at 1850 Wazee St, Denver, CO 80202, is situated in a high-foot traffic area
approximately one block from Coors Field, where the events were taking place.

6. At approximately 11:00 am on July 9, 2021, Denver Police Department (DPD) officers
responded to the Maven Hotel, located at 1850 Wazee St, Denver, CO 80202, on a suspicious
occurrence.  A member of the hotel cleaning staff entered room #809 to clean when she observed
multiple firearms in the room.  She left the room and notified hotel management.  Subsequently
DPD was notified.  It was determined that the occupant of room #809 was an individual named
Ricardo RODRIGUEZ (hereinafter R. RODRIGUEZ).  Hotel staff advised DPD investigators
that R. RODRIGUEZ had originally been assigned a different room but that R. RODRIGUEZ
requested to be moved to a room with a balcony.  The hotel obliged and relocated R.
RODRIGUEZ to room #809.  Hotel security expressed concerns about R. RODRIGUEZ’s
intentions after the cleaning staff reported seeing the firearms in the room.  Furthermore, hotel
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10. Search warrants for rooms #809 and #403 were completed and signed.  Upon service of the
search warrant for room #403, SERIKAWA was contacted and taken into custody.  It was
determined that SERIKAWA had an outstanding warrant for her arrest, on which she was held.
Upon service of the search warrant for room #809, R. RODRIGUEZ was contacted inside and
taken into custody.

11. During the search of room #403 investigators found numerous firearms, various types and
quantities of suspected narcotics, and over $10,000.00 of United States currency.  Firearms
known to me that were found in room #403 are as follows (this is not a comprehensive list of
firearms or other items found):

Smith and Wesson, model 19, 357 caliber, s/n: ABN2082
Colt, model 1911, .45 caliber pistol, s/n: 270331
SWD, model M11/9, 9mm pistol, s/n: 89-0027407
Sig Sauer, model P938, 9mm pistol, s/n:52B02206
Anderson Manufacturing, model AM-15 multi caliber lower, s/n: 21184456
Anderson Manufacturing, model AM-15 multi caliber lower, s/n: 21100345
Anderson Manufacturing, model AM-15 multi caliber lower, s/n: 21193454
Springfield Armory, model Saint Edge 556 caliber pistol, s/n: SE80969

12. During the search of room #809 investigators found miscellaneous firearms parts/accessories,
ammunition, and several firearms.  Firearms known to me that were found in room #809 are as
follows (this is not a comprehensive list of firearms or other items found):

Taurus International MFG, model G2C, 9mm pistol, s/n: ACE897420
Anderson Manufacturing, model AM-15 multi caliber lower, s/n: 21193461
Anderson Manufacturing, model AM-15 300 Blackout rifle, s/n:21193478

13. PLATT was transported to DPD headquarters where he was read his Miranda rights and
interviewed by a DPD detective and an ATF Agent.  PLATT stated that he understood his rights,
waived his right to have an attorney present during questioning, and agreed to speak with
investigators.  I participated in the PLATT interview.  What follows is a summation of PLATT’s
statements and not a verbatim transcription:

14. PLATT stated that he met R. RODRIGUEZ through his friend Joe from Boulder. PLATT stated
that he and Joe had a mutual friend who wanted to purchase firearms.  Joe related to him
(PLATT) that R. RODRIGUEZ was a firearms seller and connected him (PLATT) with R.
RODRIGUEZ.  PLATT stated that he believed R. RODRIGUEZ was a legitimate firearm seller
because R. RODRIGUEZ showed him invoices for gun purchases.  PLATT related that,
approximately a week ago, R. RODRIGUEZ agreed to make a gun for one of PLATT’s friends.
Moreover, PLATT related that R. RODRIGUEZ was from Idaho.

15. PLATT further stated that he and R. RODRIGUEZ checked in to the Maven Hotel. R.
RODRIGUEZ and PLATT checked in on July 7, 2021, and they were schedule to depart July 9,
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Figure 1 

Miranda 
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35. G. RODRIGUEZ stated that he was at the Maven Hotel to meet with an associate of his, who G.
RODRIGUEZ said was named Richard PLATT.  G. RODRIGUEZ said that PLATT contacted
G. RODRIGUEZ to purchase a pound of methamphetamine and some "black" (street slang
commonly used in reference to heroin) from G. RODRIGUEZ.  Accordingly, G. RODRIGUEZ
contacted a separate associate of his that he knows as “Angel” (a/k/a “El Jeffe” a/k/a “Maistro”)
and ordered the desired narcotics from him.

36. G. RODRIGUEZ stated that he has been working for and with “Angel” for approximately four to
five years. After contacting “Angel,” G. RODRIGUEZ was given a location where he met with
“Angel” and picked up a backpack near 74th Ave. in Commerce City, near a Diamond Shamrock
gas station. He was unable to provide an intersecting roadway.  After picking up the backpack,
G. RODRIGUEZ stated that he looked inside and discovered that a gun had been added to the
delivery, along with the methamphetamine and heroin. G. RODRIGUEZ left the gun inside of
the backpack.

37. G. RODRIGUEZ stated that he was supposed to meet PLATT at the bar located in the Maven
Hotel. G. RODRIGUEZ related that PLATT was supposed to be getting a room at this hotel, and
that he is known to stay in multiple different hotels throughout the Denver downtown area.
G. RODRIGUEZ stated that he knows PLATT as a person who sells firearms, and that PLATT
has sent multiple pictures of guns to G. RODRIGUEZ recently.

38. G. RODRIGUEZ showed investigators photographs of guns sent from PLATT. The photographs
contained multiple pictures of handguns, long guns, ballistic vests and other items that appeared
to be seated upon a bed inside of a hotel room. The photos were sent to G. RODRIGUEZ on July
1, 2021. Some of the photos showed a Hispanic male with short brown hair and brown eyes, that
G. RODRIGUEZ stated he did not know. G. RODRIGUEZ related that this male was making
guns for PLATT to sell and was visiting from a different state such as Iowa. Figure 2 is the
photograph provided by G. RODRIGUEZ.  A DPD detective examined the photograph and
compared the photograph with Ricardo RODRIGUEZ’s arrest booking photograph and
determined that the depicted male is Ricardo RODRIGUEZ.

Figure 2
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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Figure 5 
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s/ Gregory Johnson 
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DEFENDANT: Richard Platt 
 

YOB: 1979 
 

OFFENSE(S): Possession of a firearm or ammunition by a prohibited person,  
18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1) 
 

LOCATION OF 
OFFENSE: 
 

Denver County, Colorado 
 

PENALTY: NMT 10 years’ imprisonment, NMT $250,000 fine, or both; NMT 3 years’ 
supervised release; $100 special assessment fee. 
 
 

AGENT: Gregory Johnson 
Special Agent, ATF 
 

AUTHORIZED 
BY: 

Rajiv Mohan 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 

 
 
ESTIMATED TIME OF TRIAL: 
 
 X  five days or less; ___ over five days 
 
THE GOVERNMENT 
 
 X  will seek detention in this case based on 18 U.S.C. § 3142(f)(1) 
 
The statutory presumption of detention is not applicable to this defendant
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