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AO 91 (Rev. 11/11) Criminal Complaint 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 

District ofColumbia 

United States ofAmerica 
) Case: 1 :21-mj-00198 

V. 
) Assigned to: Judge Harvey, G. Michael 

Tristan Chandler Stevens ) Assign Date: 2/3/2021 
) Description: COMPLAINT W/ARREST WARRANT 
) 
) 

Date of Birth: XXXXXXXX ) 
Defendant(s) 

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best ofmy knowledge and belief. 

On or about the date(s) of January 6, 2021 in the county of in the 

in the District of Columbia , the defendant(s) violated: 

Code Section Offense Description 

118 U.S. C. § 111 (b) - Assaulting, resisting, or impeding ce1tain officers or employees; 
18 U.S.C. § 231(a)(3)- Civil Disorder; 

18 U.S. C. § 1752(a) & (b) - Restricted Building or Grounds; 
40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2) - Violent Enny or Disorderly Conduct 

This criminal complaint is based on these facts: 

See attached statement of facts. 

N Continued on the attached sheet. 

Complainant's signature 

Attested to by the applicant in accordance with the requirements of Fed. R. Crim. P. 4.1 
by telephone. ~ Digitally signed by G.J 

I/., /l Michael Harvey I; .J!,,4; ·, Date: 2021.02.03 12:55:32 

Date: 02/03/2021 · -OS'00' 

Judge's signature 

City and state: Washington, D.C. G. Michael Harvey. U.S. Ma?eistrate Judge 
Printed name and tit 

https://2021.02.03


  

 
  

 

 

     
  

   

  

  

       

 

  

 

    

Case: 1 :21 -mj-00198 
Assigned to: Judge Harvey, G. Michael 
Assign Date: 2/3/2021 
Description : COMPLAINT W/ARREST WARRANT 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : Case No: 
: 

v. : 
: VIOLATIONS: 
: 

TRISTAN CHANDLER STEVENS, : 18 U.S.C. § 111(b) 
: (Assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain 

Defendant. : officers or employees) 
: 
: 18 U.S.C. § 231(a)(3) 
: (Civil Disorder) 
: 
: 18 U.S.C. § 1752(a) & (b) 
: (Restricted Building or Grounds) 
: 
: 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2) 
: (Violent Entry or Disorderly Conduct) 

, 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 
AND ARREST WARRANT 

, being first duly s orn, hereby depose and state as follo s 

PURPOSE OF AFFIDAVIT 

1. This Affidavit is submitted in support of a Criminal Complaint charging 

TR STA C A D ER STEVE S ( STEVE S ) ith violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 111(b), 

231(a)(3), 1752(a), (b), and 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2). 

AGENT BACKGROUND 

2.  have been a Special Agent ith the B since ctober of 2007, here am 

currently assigned to a s uad hich investigates narcotics traffic ing offenses.  Since ctober 

2008,  have been or ing on federal narcotics investigations and have participated in 

investigations hich have led to the indictments and arrests of narcotics distributors.  Since 

2007,  have received training and e perience in intervie ing and interrogation techni ues, arrest 
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procedures, search and sei ure, narcotics, hite collar crimes, search arrant applications, and 

various other crimes.  n the course of my training and e perience,  have become familiar ith 

the methods and techni ues associated ith the distribution of narcotics, the laundering of drug 

proceeds, and the organi ation of drug conspiracies.  have also had e tensive e perience ith 

various forms of electronic evidence, such as cell phone data and social media evidence, as it 

relates to criminal activity. 

3. am one of the investigators assigned to an ongoing investigation by the B , 

United States Capitol olice ( USC ), Metropolitan olice Department ( M D ), and other la 

enforcement agencies, of riots and civil disorder that occurred on January , 2021, in and around 

the United States Capitol grounds. Since  became involved in this investigation on January , 

2021,  have conducted intervie s, revie ed public tips, revie ed publicly available photos and 

video, and revie ed relevant documents, among other things. 

4. The facts in this affidavit come from my revie  of the evidence, my personal 

observations, my training and e perience, and information obtained from other la enforcement 

officers and itnesses. E cept as e plicitly set forth belo ,  have not distinguished in this 

affidavit bet een facts of hich  have personal no ledge and facts of hich  have hearsay 

no ledge. This affidavit is intended to sho  simply that there is sufficient probable cause for 

the re uested arrest arrant and does not set forth all of my no ledge about this matter. 

BACKGROUND 

5. n January , 2021, a oint session of the United States Congress convened at the 

United States Capitol, located at irst Street Southeast, Washington, District of Columbia. 

During the oint session, elected members of the United States ouse of Representatives and 
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Senate met in the United States Capitol to certify the vote count of the Electoral College for the 

2020 residential Election, hich too  place on ovember 3, 2020. 

6. The United States Capitol is secured 24 hours a day by security barriers and 

USC occupy various posts throughout the grounds. Restrictions around the United States 

Capitol include permanent and temporary security barriers and posts manned by USC . USC 

officers ore uniforms ith clearly mar ed police patches, insignia, badges, and other la 

enforcement e uipment. nly authori ed people ith appropriate identification are allo ed 

access inside the United States Capitol. n January , 2021, the e terior pla a of the United 

States Capitol as also closed to members of the public. 

7. The January , 2021 oint session began at appro imately 1 00 p.m. Shortly 

thereafter, by appro imately 1 30 p.m., the ouse and Senate ad ourned to separate chambers to 

resolve a particular ob ection.  Vice resident Michael R. ence as present and presiding, first 

in the oint session, and then in the Senate chamber. 

8. As the proceedings continued in both the ouse and the Senate, and ith Vice 

resident ence present and presiding over the Senate, a large cro d gathered outside the United 

States Capitol. As noted above, temporary and permanent barricades ere in place around the 

e terior of the United States Capitol building and USC ere present, attempting to eep the 

cro d a ay from the Capitol building and the proceedings under ay inside. As the certification 

proceedings ere under ay, the e terior doors and indo s of the Capitol ere loc ed or 

other ise secured. 

9. At appro imately 2 00 p.m., certain individuals in the cro d forced their ay 

through, up, and over the barricades, and past officers of the USC , and the cro d advanced to 

the e terior fa ade of the building. The cro d as not la fully authori ed to enter or remain in 
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the building and, prior to entering the building, no members of the cro d submitted to security 

screenings or eapons chec s by the USC or other authori ed security officials. 

10. A short time later, at appro imately 2 20 p.m., members of the United States 

ouse of Representatives and United States Senate, including the resident of the Senate, Vice 

resident ence, ere instructed to and did evacuate the chambers. As such, all proceedings 

of the United States Congress, including the oint session, ere effectively suspended until 

shortly after 8 00 p.m. the same day. n light of the dangerous circumstances caused by the 

unla ful entry to the United States Capitol, including the danger posed by individuals ho had 

entered the United States Capitol ithout any security screening or eapons chec , 

Congressional proceedings could not resume until after every unauthori ed occupant had left the 

United States Capitol, and the building had been confirmed secured.  The proceedings resumed 

at appro imately 8 00 pm after the building had been secured. Vice resident ence remained in 

the United States Capitol from the time he as evacuated from the Senate Chamber until the 

sessions resumed. 

11. After the Capitol as breached, USC  re uested assistance from M D and other 

la  enforcement agencies in the area to protect the Capitol, eep more people from entering the 

Capitol, and e pel the cro d that as inside the Capitol.  Multiple M D officers and other la 

enforcement officers came to assist. 

12. During national ne s coverage of the aforementioned events, video footage 

hich appeared to be captured on mobile devices of persons present on the scene depicted 

evidence of violations of local and federal la , including scores of individuals inside the United 

States Capitol building ithout authority to be there. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS SUPPORTING PROBABLE CAUSE 

13. By 3 00 M on January , 2021, protesters had engulfed the est side of the 

Capitol and ere climbing on the scaffolding in front of building as ell as various features of 

the building.  Although the Capitol Building had already been breached and protesters had 

flooded in through several entrances, a group of M D officers and members of the USC  or 

other agencies had been able to hold their position and deny entry through the very prominent 

entrance of the lo er est terrace.  To enter the Capitol through the lo er est terrace, one must 

al  through a short tunnel ith a series of glass door ays.  Shortly before 3 00 M, a group of 

officers ere maintaining a line at the second set of glass doors inside the tunnel.  fficers 

reporting to the scene rushed to the tunnel from ithin the building hile protesters outside of 

the tunnel continued to summon more men to push their ay through the tunnel.  A gro ing 

number of protesters made their ay into the tunnel ith a variety of tools and eapons and the 

tunnel became the point of one of the more intense and prolonged clashes bet een protesters and 

la  enforcement at the Capitol on that day.  Many of the protesters in the tunnel ere recording 

video and many of the videos continue to circulate nternet channels, social media, and the ne s.  

14. ortions of the rioters effort in the tunnel to get through the lo er est terrace doors 

ere captured both in video surveillance from USC  camera in the tunnel and in video footage 

posted to ouTube (hereinafter, ouTube Video 1). n ouTube Video 1, hich as revie ed by 

your affiant, a large group of rioters attempted to brea  through the line of uniformed la 

enforcement officers ho ere in place to prevent rioters from entering the lo er est terrace 

door of the United States Capitol. a  enforcement officers are at the front of the line attempting 

to stop numerous rioters from gaining access to the United States Capitol Building. 

15. Around 2 4  p.m., surveillance video sho s a hite male ith bro n hair, a 

bro n beard, and glasses, earing a bro n ac et ith a lighter colored hood and a blac 



 

    

   

  

     

   

   

        

     

   

 

 

      

     

   

   

Case 1:21-mj-00198-GMH Document 1-1 Filed 02/03/21 Page 6 of 15 

bac pac , ho as subse uently identified as STEVE S, as e plained belo , can first be seen 

near the entrance of the tunnel.  STEVE S can then be seen entering the tunnel ith the rioters, 

ho begin to push against the officers as a group.  STEVE S can be seen in surveillance footage 

yelling and placing 1, then 2, and then 3 fingers in the air, ith the cro d then pushing for ard 

as he puts up 3 fingers. Surveillance footage sho s that this continues a fe times until someone 

at the front urges everyone to bac  up, at hich point Stevens can be seen aiving to the cro d 

to bac up.  n both the surveillance footage and ouTube Video 1, STEVE S (in the red bo  in 

the still from ouTube Video 1, in igure 1, belo ) then e its the tunnel ith some of the rioters 

but stays near the arch by the entrance, loo ing to ards the direction of here the front line of 

the rioters continue to clash ith la enforcement inside the tunnel.  

Figure 1 - YouTube Video 1 

16. Then, at appro imately 2 5  p.m., STEVE S can be seen in surveillance footage 

going bac  into the tunnel ith additional rioters al ing to ard the line of la  enforcement 

guarding the lo er est terrace doors. STEVE S can be seen holding hat appears to be a 

cellular phone in his hand ith the light on as he al s for ard into the tunnel. 

17. Then, at appro imately 2 58 p.m., STEVE S can be seen in surveillance footage 

turning around and again e iting the tunnel as other rioter continue to try force their ay through 
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the lo er est terrace doors. 

18. Then, at appro imately 3 03 p.m., STEVE S (as indicated in the red bo  in 

igure 2 belo ) can be seen in surveillance footage again returning to the tunnel and moving 

to ards the line of la enforcement officers guarding the lo er est terrace doors, as rioters 

push in unison against the officers. 

Figure 2 - Surveillance Video 

19. As captured in ouTube Video 1, inside the tunnel, rioters use police riot shields 

and police riot batons to combat uniformed la enforcement officers. Unidentified rioters can 

also be overheard planning and implementing a rotation of rioters to have the fresh rioters up 

front to combat la enforcement, ith various unidentified individuals yelling e need fresh 

patriots in the front  and e need fresh people. Unidentified rioters are heard instructing the 

front line of rioters to ma e a shield all  to prevent la enforcement from controlling rioters 

ith oleoresin capsicum spray ( .C. spray ). Around the same time, STEVE S can be seen 

grabbing one of the riot shields that is being passed for ard by others in another video posted to 
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ouTube ( ouTube Video 2 ), as sho n m igure 3, belo . That conduct depicted in 

ouTube Video 2 is coIToborated by surveillance footage hich sho s STEVE S ith the riot 

shield around 3 0 p.m. igure 4, belo , is a still obtained from the surveillance footage; 

STEVE S is sho n ithin the red bo in igure 4 

Figure 3 - YouTube Video 2 

Figure 4 - Surveillance Video 

20. ouTube Video 1 sho s that, after STEVE S then pushes his ay to the front of 

the line of rioters ith the shield, STEVE S as holding the shield and using it to push against 

the line of officers as the rioters add their eight and push him too. ouTube Video 1 also 

sho s that, at one point, the shield STEVE S is holding also sti·i es an officer in the helmet. At 

another point, ouTube Video 1 also sho s an officer thrnst his baton over a shield in an 
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apparent attempt to po e one of the protesters and sho s that STEVE S grabbed the baton and, 

in a brief struggle, tried to ta e it from the officer, as sho n in igure 5, belo . 

Figure 5 - YouTube Video 1 

21. Then, at appro imately 3 11 p.m., STEVE S, ho no longer holds a shield, can 

be seen in surveillance footage again e iting the tunnel and moving bac a ay from the line of 

la  enforcement officers guarding the lo er est terrace doors. 

22. Then, around 4 15 p.m., STEVE S can be seen in surveillance footage returning to 

the tunnel, ith the grey hood on his head but other ise appearing the same, and once again oining 

a large group of rioters pushing against la  enforcement officers guarding the lo er est terrace 

doors. The rioters push as a cro d against the officers for a fe minutes. Around 4 1  p.m., 

STEVE S can be seen aiving the group bac and begins e iting the tunnel again as la 

enforcement officers finally push the group bac  to the arch entrance. 

Identification of STEVENS 

23. a  enforcement spo e ith Witness 1 and Witness 2, both of hom have no n 

STEVE S personally for many years.  Witness 1 and Witness 2 ere each sho n the belo  still, 



 

    

 

    

 

  

 

   

  

Case 1:21-mj-00198-GMH Document 1-1 Filed 02/03/21 Page 10 of 15 

igure , from another video of the event posted to ouTube, ( ouTube Video 3 ). Each 

identified the individual on the left hose face is visible in the still as STEVE S. Both ere 

able to provide the date of birth for STEVE S and additional details, including his phone 

number all of hich matched information previously no n to la enforcement regarding 

STEVE S.   W T ESS 1 and W T ESS 2 also confirmed that STEVE S travelled to 

Washington D.C. in the first part of the month of January 2021. 

Figure 6 –YouTube Video 3 

24. a  enforcement also separately spo e ith Witness 3, ho has no n 

STEVE S personally for months.  Witness 3 as sho n igures 7, 8, and from the videos 

described above.  Witness 3 identified the individual in the photographs as STEVE S. 
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Figure 7 – YouTube Video 1 

Figure 8 – YouTube Video 1 
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Figure 9 – YouTube Video 1 

25. n addition, your affiant and other investigators e amined several photographs 

e tracted from videos recorded by protesters inside or ust outside of the tunnel ith several 

photographs of STEVE S from his social media accounts, as ell as photos from no n 

government sources.  Based on that comparison, your affiant concurs that STEVE S resembles 

the individual pictured above.  otably, in an Alabama driver s license photograph of 

STEVE S, a mole is visible on his right chee . n ouTube Video 3, hich as partially ta en 

outside of the tunnel, a mole can be seen on the same location on STEVE S s right chee  as he 

al s past the camera, as circled in the still belo . 

Figure 10 – YouTube Video 3 
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CONCLUSION 

or the reasons set forth above, submit there is probable cause to believe that 

STEVE S violated 

1. 18 U.S.C. § 111(b), hich ma es it a crime to forcibly assault or interfere ith any person 

designated in section 1114 of this title 18 hile engaged in or on account of the 

performance of official duties and uses a deadly or dangerous eapon (including a eapon 

intended to cause death or danger but that fails to do so by reason of a defective 

component). ersons designated ithin section 1114 include any person assisting an 

officer or employee of the United States in the performance of their official duties. 

2. 18 U.S.C. § 231(a)(3), hich ma es it a crime to commit or attempt to commit any act to 

obstruct, impede, or interfere ith any fireman or la enforcement officer la fully 

engaged in the la ful performance of his official duties incident to and during the 

commission of a civil disorder hich in any ay or degree obstructs, delays, or adversely 

affects commerce or the movement of any article or commodity in commerce or the 

conduct or performance of any federally protected function. ( Civil disorder means any 

public disturbance involving acts of violence by assemblages of three or more persons, 

hich causes an immediate danger of or results in damage or in ury to the property or 

person of any other individual. ederally protected function means any function, 

operation, or action carried out, under the la s of the United States, by any department, 

agency, or instrumentality of the United States or by an officer or employee thereof; and 

such term shall specifically include, but not be limited to, the collection and distribution of 

the United States mails. 18 U.S.C. §232(1).) 



   

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

   

     

 

  

  

   

    

   

  

   

Case 1:21-mj-00198-GMH Document 1-1 Filed 02/03/21 Page 14 of 15 

3. 18 U.S.C. § l752(a) and (b), hich ma e it a crime to  (2) no ingly, and ith intent to 

impede or disrupt the orderly conduct of Government business or official functions, 

engage in disorderly or disruptive conduct in, or ithin such pro imity to, any restricted 

building or grounds hen, or so that, such conduct, in fact, impedes or disrupts the 

orderly conduct of Government business or official functions; or (4) no ingly engage in 

any act of physical violence against any person or property in any restricted building or 

grounds; or attempts or conspires to do so. The punishment for violating these provisions 

by using or carrying a dangerous eapon is imprisonment for up to 10 years.  18 U.S.C. 

§ 1752(b)(1)(A). or purposes of Section 1752 of Title 18, a restricted building includes a 

posted, cordoned off, or other ise restricted area of a building or grounds here the 

resident or other person protected by the Secret Service is or ill be temporarily 

visiting; or any building or grounds so restricted in con unction ith an event designated 

as a special event of national significance; and  

4. 40 U.S.C. § 5l04(e)(2), hich ma es it a crime for an individual or group of individuals 

to illfully and no ingly (D) utter loud, threatening, or abusive language, or engage in 

disorderly or disruptive conduct, at any place in the Grounds or in any of the Capitol 

Buildings ith the intent to impede, disrupt, or disturb the orderly conduct of a session of 

Congress or either ouse of Congress, or the orderly conduct in that building of a hearing 

before, or any deliberations of, a committee of Congress or either ouse of Congress; or 

( ) engage in an act of physical violence in the Grounds or any of the Capitol Buildings. 
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As such, your affiant respectfully re uests that the court issue an arrest arrant for STEVE S. 

The statements above are true and accurate to the best of my no ledge and belief. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Special Agent 
ederal Bureau of nvestigation 

Attested to by the applicant in accordance ith the re uirements of ed. R. Crim. . 4.1 by 

telephone, this 3rd day of ebruary 2021. Digitally signed by 
G. Michael Harvey 
Date: 2021.02.03 
12:51:01 -05'00'

U.S. MAG STRATE JUDGE 




