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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

United St.at.es of America 
V. 

Seth Sarty, (DOB: XXXXXXXXX) 

Cepane Sarty, (DOB: XXXXXXXX) 

Defendant(s) 

for the 

District of Columbia 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

I, the complainant. in this case, state that the following is trne to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

On or about the date(s) of January 6, 2021 in the county of __________ in the 

in the Distiict of Columbia , the defendant.(s) violated: 

Code Section Offense Description 

18 U.S.C. § 11 l(a)(l)-Assaulting, Resisting, or Impeding Certain Officers; 

18 U.S.C. § l 752(a)(l) - Knowingly Entering or Remaining in any Restricted Building or Grounds Without Lawful Authority; 

18 U.S.C. § l 752(a)(2) -Disorderly and Dismptive Conduct in a RestJicted Building or Grounds; 

18 U.S.C. § l 752(a)(4)-Engaging In Physical Violence in a Restricted Building or Grounds; 
40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(D)-Disorderly Conduct in a Capitol Building, 

40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(F)- Engage in an act of physical violence in the Grounds or any of the Capitol Buildings 

40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(G) - Parading, Demonstrating, or Picketing in a Capitol Building; 

This criminal complaint is based on these facts: 

See attached statement of facts. 

N Continued on the attached sheet. 

Complainant's signature 

Special Agent 
Printed name and title 

Attested to by the applicant in accordance with the requirements of Fed. R. C1im. P. 4.1 
by telephone. 

Date: 01/19/2024 

City and state: Washington, D.C. 

Judge's signature 

Moxila A. Upadhyaya, U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Printed name and title 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 
 

Your affiant,  is a special agent assigned to the Atlanta Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Field Office, and I have been since September 2020. I work on the Domestic 
Terrorism (DT) Squad and I have received extensive training in federal criminal matters and 
investigative techniques while attending the New Agent Training at Quantico, Virginia and 
continue to receive training related to domestic terrorism matters through the FBI and our local 
partners. In my duties as a special agent, I am currently part of the Joint Terrorism Task Force, and 
I am responsible for the investigation of domestic terrorism activities. I have investigated federal 
criminal violations which are intended to intimidate or coerce a civilian population, influence the 
policy of a government by intimidation or coercion, or affect the conduct of a government by mass 
destruction, assassination, or kidnapping. Through my training and experience, I have become 
knowledgeable in the tactics and techniques used by domestic and foreign terrorists and others 
who perpetrate or threaten acts of violence, including the means by which such individuals 
communicate and plan operations. As part of these investigations and others, I have participated 
in physical surveillance, worked with confidential human sources, conducted interviews, served 
subpoenas, and executed search, seizure, and arrest warrants. Currently, I am tasked with 
investigating criminal activity in and around the Capitol grounds on January 6, 2021. As a special 
agent, I am authorized by law or by a Government agency to engage in or supervise the prevention, 
detection, investigation, or prosecution of a violation of Federal criminal laws.  

 
BACKGROUND 

The U.S. Capitol is secured 24 hours a day by U.S. Capitol Police. Restrictions around the 
U.S. Capitol include permanent and temporary security barriers and posts manned by U.S. Capitol 
Police. Only authorized people with appropriate identification were allowed access inside the U.S. 
Capitol. On January 6, 2021, the exterior plaza of the U.S. Capitol was also closed to members of 
the public. 

 
On January 6, 2021, a joint session of the United States Congress convened at the United 

States Capitol, which is located at First Street, SE, in Washington, D.C. During the joint session, 
elected members of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate were 
meeting in separate chambers of the United States Capitol to certify the vote count of the Electoral 
College of the 2020 Presidential Election, which had taken place on November 3, 2020. The joint 
session began at approximately 1:00 p.m. Shortly thereafter, by approximately 1:30 p.m., the 
House and Senate adjourned to separate chambers to resolve a particular objection.  Vice President 
Mike Pence was present and presiding, first in the joint session, and then in the Senate chamber.  

 
As the proceedings continued in both the House and the Senate, and with Vice President 

Mike Pence present and presiding over the Senate, a large crowd gathered outside the U.S. Capitol. 
As noted above, temporary and permanent barricades were in place around the exterior of the U.S. 
Capitol building, and U.S. Capitol Police were present and attempting to keep the crowd away 
from the Capitol building and the proceedings underway inside.   

 
At such time, the certification proceedings were still underway, and the exterior doors and 

windows of the U.S. Capitol were locked or otherwise secured. Members of the U.S. Capitol Police 
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attempted to maintain order and keep the crowd from entering the Capitol; however, around 2:00 
p.m., individuals in the crowd forced entry into the U.S. Capitol, including by breaking windows 
and by assaulting members of the U.S. Capitol Police, as others in the crowd encouraged and 
assisted those acts. 

 
Shortly thereafter, at approximately 2:20 p.m. members of the United States House of 

Representatives and United States Senate, including the President of the Senate, Vice President 
Mike Pence, were instructed to—and did—evacuate the chambers. Accordingly, the joint session 
of the United States Congress was effectively suspended until shortly after 8:00 p.m. Vice 
President Pence remained in the United States Capitol from the time he was evacuated from the 
Senate Chamber until the sessions resumed.  

 
During national news coverage of the aforementioned events, video footage which 

appeared to be captured on mobile devices of persons present on the scene depicted evidence of 
violations of local and federal law, including scores of individuals inside the U.S. Capitol building 
without authority to be there. 

 
DEFENDANTS’ ACTIONS ON JANUARY 6TH 

On or about May 4, 2021, the FBI received a lead obtained through a search warrant on 
Google LLC regarding an electronic device that was identified as being present within the U.S. 
Capitol, not open to the public, on January 6, 2021. Information obtained through the search 
warrant indicated that the device in question was associated with an email address, 
joesarty85@gmail.com; google account ID: 28137676585; and Recovery Short Message Service 
(SMS) number, 19185001125; which is attributed to Cepane Jo SARTY (CEPANE SARTY). 

 
On July 26, 2021, the FBI received a notification from the Terrorist Screening Operations 

Unit (TSOU) on CEPANE SARTY’s upcoming trip overseas, from July 29, 2021 until August 9, 
2021. Upon CEPANE SARTY’s return to Hartsfield Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) 
on August 9, 2021, by request by the FBI, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) conducted a 
secondary inspection to include Document and Media Exploitation (DOMEX) of CEPANE 
SARTY’s electronic device. During this secondary inspection, CBP identified text messages on 
CEPANE SARTY’s phone linking CEPANE SARTY to his brother, Seth Eden SARTY (SETH 
SARTY). In this text conversation, dated January 6, 2021, the SARTY brothers and another 
individual discussed events at the United States Capitol. This text message conversation referenced 
that the SARTY brothers were present at the Capitol building on January 6, 2021.  

 
Further investigation confirmed that SETH and CEPANE SARTY were present at the 

United States Capitol on January 6, 2021. Delta Airlines confirmed that on January 6, 2021, 
CEPANE SARTY was on board a flight from Atlanta to Reagan National Airport (DCA) in 
Arlington County, Virginia, just across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. The CBP 
officers who interviewed CEPANE SARTY confirmed that CEPANE SARTY was the person in 
still photos and videos taken from inside the United State Capitol on January 6, 2021. A third party 
with knowledge of SETH and CEPANE SARTY confirmed that SETH and CEPANE SARTY 
were the people singled out in the still photos and videos taken from inside the United States 
Capitol on January 6, 2021. 
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Photo 18: Screen grab from body-worn camera X6039BKAS showing Seth and Cepane Sarty 
(circled in red) shoving a police officer.  
 

 
Photo 19: Screen grab from body-worn camera X6039BEW3 showing Seth and Cepane Sarty 
(circled in red) shoving a police officer. 
 

Six seconds later, SETH and CEPANE SARTY succeeded in pushing the police officer 
backward.  
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Photo 20: Screen grab from body-worn camera X6039BEW3 showing Seth and Cepane Sarty 
(circled in red) shoving a police officer. 
 

For the next nineteen seconds, SETH and CEPANE SARTY continued to fight with police, 
preventing the police from clearing the Rotunda of rioters.  

 

 
Photo 21: Screen grab from body-worn camera X6039BCTB showing Seth and Cepane Sarty 
(circled in red) shoving police officers. 
 

Police then deployed chemical riot control agent in the direction of SETH and CEPANE 
SARTY at approximately 3:09:43 p.m. 
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Based on the foregoing, your affiant submits that there is probable cause to believe that 
SETH and CEPANE SARTY violated 18 U.S.C. § 11 l(a)(l), which makes it a crime to forcibly 
assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate, or interfere with any person designated in section 1114 
of Title 18 while engaged in or on account of the perfonnance of official duties, where such acts 
involve physical contact with the victim or the intent to commit another felony. Persons designated 
within section 1114 of Title 18 include federal officers such as USCP officers, and include any 
person assisting an officer or employee of the United States in the perfo1mance of their official 
duties. 

Further, based on the foregoing, your affiant submits that there is probable cause to believe 
that SETH and CEPANE SARTY violated 18 U.S.C. § 1752(a)(l), (2), and (4), which makes it a 
crime to (1) knowingly enter or remain in any restricted building or grounds without lawful 
authority to do; and (2) knowingly, and with intent to impede or dismpt the orderly conduct of 
Government business or official functions, engage in disorderly or dismptive conduct in, or within 
such proximity to, any restricted building or grounds when, or so that, such conduct, in fact, 
impedes or disrnpts the orderly conduct of Government business or official functions; (4) 
knowingly engage in any act of physical violence against any person or property in any restricted 
building or grounds; or attempts or conspires to do so. For pmposes of Section 1752 of Title 18, a 
"restricted building" includes a posted, cordoned off, or othe1wise restricted area of a building or 
grounds where the President or other person protected by the Secret Service, including the Vice 
President, is or will be temporarily visiting; or any building or grounds so restricted in conjunction 
with an event designated as a special event of national significance. 

Based on the foregoing, your affiant submits there is probable cause to believe that SETH 
and CEPANE SARTY violated 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)(D), (F), and (G) which makes it a crime to 
willfully and knowingly (D) utter loud, threatening, or abusive language, or engage in disorderly 
or disrnptive conduct, at any place in the Grounds or in any of the Capitol Buildings with the intent 
to impede, disrnpt, or disturb the orderly conduct of a session of Congress or either House of 
Congress, or the orderly conduct in that building of a hearing before, or any deliberations of, a 
committee of Congress or either House of Congress; (F) engage in an act of physical violence in 
the Grounds or any of the Capitol Buildings; (G) parade, demonstrate, or picket in a Capitol 
Building. 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 

Attested to by the applicant in accordance with the requirements of Fed. R. Crim. P. 4.1 

by telephone, this 19th day of Januaiy 2024.

MOXILA A. UP ADHY AY A 

U.S. MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
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