Court Update from November 12, 2025


On November 12, 2025, the Honorable Dabney L. Friedrich held a status hearing in the case of U.S. v. Abu Agila Mohammad Mas’ud Kheir Al-Marimi (22-cr-392). All verified victims who sought to participate in the audio portion of this proceeding were given an opportunity to do so. From all indications, the hearing could be better heard by victims due to the Court’s use of lapel microphones for attorneys inside the courtroom.  At the November 12 hearing, the Court addressed various pretrial issues, including the admissibility of certain records.  

Foreign Records Under § 3505 

The government has sought to have certain foreign records admitted in evidence under a statute (18 U.S.C. § 3505) which permits the introduction of certain documents based on sworn certifications.  Prior to the hearing, the Court requested supplemental briefing on this issue, which the government filed on November 12.  The Court ordered that the Defendant respond to the government’s motion by November 26, 2025, and that the government file a reply brief by December 3, 2025. 

Prior Bad Act Evidence Under Federal Rule of Evidence 404(b)

The government has sought to admit evidence of the La Belle Discotheque bombing under Federal Rule of Evidence 404(b) to corroborate aspects of the Defendant’s statement.  The Court heard limited argument on this issue and invited the parties to submit supplemental authority for her to consider before she rules. 

Motion to Suppress Statement Hearing -- December 17, 2025

The Court indicated that she planned to hold an evidentiary hearing on the defense’s motion to suppress the defendant’s statements on December 17, 2025.  

Fixed Site Locations for Victims and Evidentiary Hearings 

On November 12, the Court inquired about the government’s progress concerning the establishment of fixed-site locations (overseas and throughout the U.S.) to afford verified victims the opportunity to view evidentiary hearings and trial in this case.  The government reported that it had experienced unforeseen delays resulting from the lengthy government shutdown and pledged to provide a written update for the Court on this issue over the next few weeks.  
 
Rescheduling of the April 20, 2026, Trial Date – New Trial Date 
Dependent Upon Availability of U.S. Government Witnesses

Finally, during the November 12 hearing, the Court heard argument from both parties regarding the defense motion to postpone the April 20, 2026 trial date.  The government objected to any delay due to the potential impact a delay could have on presenting its witnesses, and the impact a delay would have on our victim population.  The defense sought more time to prepare for trial. After considering the arguments, the Court vacated the April 20, 2026 trial date for reasons to include: the need for the defense to review additional forensic findings; more Rule 15 depositions would be forthcoming; CIPA litigation (i.e., motions regarding classified information) remains ongoing; the defense had a legitimate conflict of interest and two new attorneys were added to the defense team, and thus the defense needed more time to prepare for trial.  The Court suggested summer 2026 for a new trial date, but the government sought time to determine the availability of its witnesses between the dates of July 15, 2026, through September 30, 2026.  The government later informed the Court (Doc. 212) that it expected to be able to advise the Court on its availability of witnesses by December 3, 2025.  

The Court issued a written Order on November 16, 2025, vacating the April 20, 2026, trial date for the reasons stated at the November 12 hearing.  A new trial date will be set once the government advises the Court about the availability of its witnesses.  

Additionally, a Rule 15 deposition is being held during the week of November 17-21, 2025, and the court addressed certain logistics concerning that hearing.
  
The Court also set a January 12, 2026 hearing date at 10:00 am in Courtroom 24A to hear legal arguments on the defense motion to suppress statements. 
 
