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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA   ) 
       ) 
    Plaintiff,  ) 
       ) 
  v.     )  Civil Action No. 1:16-02442 (TFH) 
       ) 
ONE GOLD RING WITH CARVED   ) 
GEMSTONE, AN ASSET OF ISIL,  ) 
DISCOVERED ON ELECTRONIC MEDIA ) 
OF ABU SAYYAF, PRESIDENT OF ISIL ) 
ANTIQUITIES DEPARTMENT;   ) 
       ) 
    Defendant.  ) 
                                         ) 
 

GOVERNMENT’S MOTION FOR ISSUANCE OF WARRANT OF ARREST 
IN REM AND SUPPORTING MEMORANDUM OF LAW 

 
 COMES NOW, the United States of America, moving by and through the United States 

Attorney for the District of Columbia, and respectfully requests that the Court issue a Warrant of 

Arrest in Rem for the Defendant property, pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(ii) of the Supplemental Rules 

for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure (“Supplemental Rules”), and in support thereof states the following:  

1.  On or about December 15, 2016, the United States filed a Verified Complaint (the 

“Complaint”) for Forfeiture in Rem against the above-captioned antiquity and others as 

Defendants in rem.  

 2. When the government commences a civil forfeiture proceeding against a 

defendant asset that is already in government custody, the Clerk of the Court “must issue a 

warrant to arrest the property.” Rule G(3)(b)(i). However, when the government commences 
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such a proceeding against property that is not in the government’s possession, custody, or 

control, and is not subject to a judicial restraining order at the time of filing, “the Court – on 

finding probable cause – must issue a warrant to arrest the property.” Rule G(3)(b)(ii) (emphasis 

added). 

 3. The probable cause standard applied to civil forfeiture seizures “is similar to that 

required to obtain a search warrant.” United States v. Real Property at 874 Gartel Drive, 79 F.3d 

918, 922 (9th Cir. 1996); see also United States v. One Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Four 

Hundred Forty-Two and 43/100 Dollars ($149,442.43) in U.S. Currency, 965 F.2d 868, 876 

(10th Cir. 1992) (test for probable cause is the same as applies in other arrests, searches, and 

seizures). In order to establish probable cause, the government “must have reasonable grounds to 

believe that the certain property is subject to forfeiture.” United States v. Banco Cafetero 

Panama, 797 F.2d 1154, 1160 (2d Cir. 1986). Probable cause is an “objective standard requiring 

an analysis of the totality of the circumstances.” United States v. Jackson, 415 F.3d 88, 91 (D.C. 

Cir. 2005) (citing authorities); see also United States v. Laws, 808 F.2d 92, 96-98 (D.C. Cir. 

1986) (the determination of probable cause is a practical, common-sense decision). Probable 

cause is “‘not a high bar.’” United States v. Bikundi, 125 F. Supp. 3d 178, 184 (D.D.C. 2015) 

(quoting Kaley v. United States, 134 S. Ct. 1090, 1103 (2014)). Rather probable cause “is instead 

‘synonymous with fair probability.’” Bikundi, 125 F. Supp. 3d at 184 (quoting Illinois v. Gates, 

462 U.S. 213, 238 (1983)).  

4. Upon issuance, the warrant is to be delivered to a person authorized to execute it, 

who may be: “(A) a marshal or any other United States officer or employee; (B) someone under 

contract with the United States; or (C) someone specially appointed by the court for that 

purpose.” Rule G(3)(c)(i). In the case of property located outside the United States, the warrant 
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shall subsequently “be transmitted to an appropriate authority for serving process where the 

property is located.” Rule G(3)(c)(iii). 

5. The warrant may be issued ex parte. See Calero-Toledo v. Pearson Yacht Leasing 

Co., 416 U.S. 663, 679-80 (1974) (seizure of property for forfeiture is like the execution of a 

search warrant or the seizure of evidence in a criminal case, acts which must necessarily occur, 

in most cases, without prior notice to the owner).   

6. The above-captioned defendant property, one gold ring with carved gemstone, is a 

foreign asset of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (“ISIS”), an entity or organization engaged in 

planning and perpetrating federal crimes of terrorism as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 2332b(g)(5).  

7. Law enforcement identified the defendant property from electronic media 

obtained during a May 2015 raid conducted against Abu Sayyaf, a notorious ISIS leader and 

President of ISIS’s Department of Antiquities. As alleged in the Complaint, the investigation 

yielded photographs of the defendant ring, which is made of gold and contains an oval-shaped 

dark green gemstone carved with an image of a crowned bust. The item has been dated to 

approximately 330 B.C. – 400 A.D.  

8. During the course of the investigation, law enforcement obtained an earlier image 

of the defendant ring that indicated that, at the time the photograph on Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive 

was taken, the defendant ring had been enhanced for international sale.  

9. In 2014, a Syrian antiquities trafficker (“Syrian Antiquities Trafficker”) obtained 

the defendant ring along with other antiquities and circulated pictures of the defendant ring – one 

of which was found on Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive. The investigation revealed, through information 

from confidential sources, that the Syrian Antiquities Trafficker, with assistance from the ISIS 
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antiquities trafficking network, attempted to sell the defendant ring. In early 2016, local police in 

Gaziantep, Turkey confiscated the defendant ring.  

10. Based on the information in the attached affidavit in support of a probable cause 

finding and the allegations within the Verified Complaint, there is probable cause to believe that 

the Defendant Property is a foreign asset of ISIS and a foreign asset which affords ISIS a source 

of influence, and therefore is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 2332b(g)(5). The 

government respectfully requests that the Court issue the proposed Warrant for Arrest in Rem, so 

that the government may send it as part of a Mutual Legal Assistance Request to Turkey, and 

commence seizure of the defendant property. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
JESSIE K. LIU 
United States Attorney 
 
__/s/_________________________ 
Zia Faruqui, D.C. Bar 494990  
Ari Redbord 
Brian Hudak 
Assistant United States Attorneys 
555 4th Street, N.W., Room 4820 
Washington, D.C.  20530 
202-252-7117 
zia.faruqui@usdoj.gov  
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA   ) 
       ) 
    Plaintiff,  ) 
       ) 
  v.     )  Civil Action No. 1:16-02442 (TFH) 
       ) 
ONE GOLD RING WITH CARVED   ) 
GEMSTONE, AN ASSET OF ISIL,  ) 
DISCOVERED ON ELECTRONIC MEDIA ) 
OF ABU SAYYAF, PRESIDENT OF ISIL ) 
ANTIQUITIES DEPARTMENT;   ) 
       ) 
    Defendant.  ) 
                                         ) 
 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF A 
REQUEST FOR AN ARREST WARRANT IN REM 

 
 I, Randy C. Combs, declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief: 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”), and have 

been so employed since 2010.  Currently, I am assigned to the Washington Field Office. 

2. On December 15, 2016, the United States filed a Verified Complaint (the 

“Complaint”) for Forfeiture in Rem against the above-captioned antiquity (one gold ring with 

carved gemstone, hereinafter “Defendant Property 1”) and others, including Defendant Properties 

5 and 6 (which were added in the amended complaint), as Defendants in rem. Defendant Property 

1 is believed to be a foreign asset of Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (“ISIL”), or a foreign 

asset which affords them a source of influence, and is subject to forfeiture as such. 
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3. I make this affidavit in support of a request for an arrest warrant in rem to be 

issued for the above-captioned antiquity on the grounds that there is probable cause to believe 

that such property is a foreign asset or source of influence of the ISIL, an entity or organization 

engaged in planning and perpetrating federal crimes of terrorism as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 

2332b(g)(5), and is therefore subject to seizure and forfeiture under 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(G)(i). 

This affidavit is intended to show merely that there is sufficient probable cause for the requested 

warrant and does not set forth all of my knowledge about this matter.  

Investigation into Status of Defendant Properties Prior to Complaint 

4. In May of 2015, the United States conducted a raid near Deir Ezzor, Syria, against 

Abu Sayyaf, a notorious ISIL leader, and seized electronic media containing significant 

information about ISIL’s organization and operation. Law enforcement was previously aware that 

ISIL held control of multiple culturally significant sites in Syria and Iraq that contained numerous 

archaeological and ethnological resources. The raid further revealed that ISIL has established a 

sophisticated system of extracting wealth from those areas. Documents discovered during the raid 

showed that ISIL’s antiquities operations are governed by the Ministry of Natural Resources, 

Department of Antiquities, and that the department was previously headed by Abu Sayyaf.  

5. Documents obtained during the raid revealed that ISIL has established formal 

structures for procuring revenue from the excavation and sale of antiquities within areas under its 

control. According to those documents, Abu Sayyaf and his associates were responsible for 

collecting this revenue in the form of a twenty percent tax levied on all antiquities sold in or passing 

through ISIL-controlled territory. Abu Sayyaf and his subordinates also assisted with the 

excavation and sale of antiquities in ISIL-controlled areas. One of those individuals, Abu Laith al-

Dairi (“Abu Laith”), also identified as “Abu Layth,” was discussed in detail in the Complaint and 
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is an active participant in the smuggling and sale of antiquities for ISIL. See ECF 1 at 5-7; ECF 1 

at Attachments B, H.   

6. Multiple antiquities were found in Abu Sayyaf’s possession during the raid, which 

appeared to be in the process of being sold internationally. Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive also contained 

numerous photographs of other antiquities. The investigation revealed that these photographs 

depicted antiquities staged in a manner consistent with sale, as evidenced by the documentary 

style, lighting, and focus of the photographs. See Attachments 2, 4, 5. 

7. One of the photographs found on Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive, created in November 

2014, depicted a gold ring containing an oval-shaped green gemstone. The item depicted in this 

picture is Defendant Property 1.  The gemstone in this ring was carved with the image of a crowned 

bust of a Roman goddess, and the band was decorated with “C’ shaped scrolls flanking the gem. 

The investigation revealed that the ring is from the Hellenic/Roman period, and dates to 

approximately 330 B.C. - 400 A.D.  See Attachment 2. 

8. Through its investigation, law enforcement obtained an earlier image of a gold ring 

with a carved green gemstone. See Attachment 1. This photograph showed soil embedded in the 

gem, reflecting the fact that the ring had been recently excavated. The ring in this photograph also 

showed general signs of wear and use. In the November 2014 photograph found on Abu Sayyaf’s 

hard drive, shown at Attachment 2, the ring had been cleaned and showed no signs of damage or 

wear, indicating that it had been enhanced for international sale. The photographs have been 

analyzed by antiquities experts. Based on this analysis and the investigation to date, law 

enforcement has concluded that both the earlier and later photographs depict the same ring.  
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Subsequent Investigation into Status of Defendant Property 1 

9. Subsequent to the filing of the civil complaint, law enforcement learned substantial 

additional information about the status of the Defendant Property 1, based on two confidential 

sources.  The first confidential source, identified as Confidential Source 1 (CS-1), has proven 

reliable throughout the investigation, and his/her information has been independently 

corroborated. The second confidential source, identified as Confidential Source 2 (CS-2), also has 

proven reliable throughout the investigation, and his/her information has been independently 

corroborated. 

10. CS-1 and CS-2 have shared a number of photographs related to antiquities 

trafficked by ISIL, including Defendant Property 1. CS-1 described Defendant Property 1 as 

weighing thirty-seven grams and additionally indicated that Defendant Property 1 was sold as part 

of a larger set of gold and silver objects dating to Roman times. See Attachments 2 and 3.  CS-1 

stated that the set was later tracked to Deir Ezzor, Syria. CS-1 revealed that the set sold for 

approximately $260,000. 

11. CS-1 revealed that the full set (depicted in Attachment 5 – which includes 

Defendant Property 1, Defendant Property 5, and Defendant Property 6) was later taken by a Syrian 

antiquities trafficker (“Syrian Antiquities Trafficker”) to Turkey.  

12. Photographs of both the larger set of antiquities, which includes Defendant Property 

1, and the stand-alone picture of Defendant Property 1, which were obtained by CS-2 via Skype 

and a USB drive, were independently found on Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive. See Attachments 2 & 5. 

Your affiant believes, in part based on statements made by CS-1, that these pictures were on Abu 

Sayyaf’s hard drive as a result of a network of traders who were circulating images as part of their 

sales efforts.  
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13. The investigation has further revealed that both Defendant Property 1 and the larger 

set of antiquities are associated with ISIL’s network of looting and smuggling valuable antiquities.  

Specifically, these items fell within the ambit of Abu Sayyaf’s associates in the ISIL Antiquities 

Department. CS-1 and CS-2 independently confirmed that Abu Sayyaf’s associate, Abu Layth, 

oversaw the territory near Deir Ezzor at all times relevant to the complaint, and was involved in 

the sale and smuggling of both Defendant Property 1 and the related larger sets of antiquities. CS-

2 further indicated that Abu Layth oversaw the smuggling of goods from areas under ISIL control 

as well as from foreign territories.  Your affiant notes that Abu Layth’s involvement in the 

trafficking of antiquities is highlighted in the civil complaint in this matter.  See ECF 1-3 pgs. 2, 

3, and 5 (Attachments B-2, B-3, and B-5 to the Complaint, which are receipts identifying Abu 

Layth’s involvement in smuggling antiquities for ISIL); 1-9 pgs. 1-2 (Attachments H-1 and H-2 to 

the Complaint, comprise a transcript of a court hearing regarding Abu Layth’s kidnapping of a 

child and extortion of a family from whom he wanted a recently excavated antiquity). 

14. CS-1 revealed that in early 2015, the Syrian Antiquities Trafficker sold Defendant 

Property 1 to a person in Turkey for approximately $250,000, and that Abu Layth attempted to 

facilitate this sale. CS-2 indicated that Abu Sayyaf was attempting to sell these antiquities 

remotely, which he accomplished in part by circulating the electronic images of the antiquities. 

15. According to CS-2, police in Gaziantep, Turkey subsequently confiscated 

Defendant Property 1 in early 2016. CS-1 and CS-2 further reported that later that year, the Syrian 

Antiquities Trafficker sold the rest of the antiquities contained in the larger set, which included 

Defendant Properties 5 and 6. 

16. Based on the foregoing, there is probable cause to believe that Defendant Property 

1 is a foreign asset of ISIL or a foreign asset, which affords them a source of influence. As such, 
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there is probable cause to believe that Defendant Property 1 is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 

U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(G)(i).  I therefore request that the Court issue the proposed arrest warrant in 

rem to be sent in conjunction with a Mutual Legal Assistance request to Turkey, so that the 

property may be disposed of according to law. 

17. The above statements are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 
       ____/s/____________________ 
       Randy C. Combs 
       Special Agent, FBI 
 
 

Dated:  December __6th___, 2017  
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Attachment 1 
 
This is a photograph of Defendant Property 1. The dirt embedded in the gem indicates recent 
excavation. The image was acquired by CS-1 from a middleman in Turkey. This photo was taken 
prior to the Defendant Property 1 coming into the control of Abu Layth. 
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Attachment 2 
 
This is a photograph of the Defendant Property 1, created in November 2014, and found on Abu 
Sayyaf’s hard drive. 
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Attachment 3 
 
This is a picture of a ring provided by CS-2.  The investigation has revealed that this is the same 
ring as Defendant Property 1.  This picture is believed to have been used when the Syrian 
Antiquities Trafficker, who was facilitated by Abu Layth, attempted to sell the item. 
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Attachment 4 
 
This is a photograph of Defendant Property 1 (bottom left), along with Defendant Properties 6 
and 7, found on Abu Sayyaf’s hard drive. 
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Attachment 5 
 
This photograph of a set of antiquities was acquired from intermediaries in Southern Turkey by 
CS-2. Defendant Property 1 is identified as Object 008, and Defendant Properties 5, 6, and 7 are 
identified as Objects 004, 011 and 012, respectively. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA   ) 
       ) 
    Plaintiff,  ) 
       ) 
  v.     )  Civil Action No. 1:16-02442 (TFH) 
       ) 
ONE GOLD RING WITH CARVED   ) 
GEMSTONE, AN ASSET OF ISIL,  ) 
DISCOVERED ON ELECTRONIC MEDIA ) 
OF ABU SAYYAF, PRESIDENT OF ISIL ) 
ANTIQUITIES DEPARTMENT;   ) 
       ) 
    Defendant.  ) 
                                         ) 
 

WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 
 

TO: THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES OR 
 HIS DULY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 

 
WHEREAS, on or about December 15, 2016, the United States of America filed a 

Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem (“Verified Complaint”) in the United States District 

Court for the District of Columbia, alleging that the above-captioned Defendant property is a 

foreign asset of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant  (“ISIL”) and a foreign asset which 

affords ISIL a source of influence, and is therefore subject to seizure and civil forfeiture to the 

United States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 2332b(g)(5); and  

WHEREAS, the Court, having reviewed the Verified Complaint and the attached Motion 

for Issuance of Warrant of Arrest in Rem and Supporting Memorandum of Law, hereby finds, in 

accordance with Rule G(3)(b)(ii) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims 

and Asset Forfeiture Actions (“Supplemental Rules”), that there is probable cause to believe that 
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the defendant property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(G)(i) and that 

the property is currently located in Turkey;  

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(ii) provides that upon a finding of probable 

cause, the Court must issue a warrant to arrest the property if, as in the instant case, it is not in 

the government’s possession, custody, or control and is not subject to a judicial restraining order;   

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(c)(i) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must 

be delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it, who may be: a marshal or any 

other United States officer or employee; someone under contract with the United States; or 

someone specially appointed by the court for that purpose;  

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(c)(iv) provides that if executing a warrant on 

property outside the United States, the warrant may be transmitted to an appropriate authority for 

serving process where the property is located; 

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, HEREBY COMMANDED to arrest the Defendant Property 

as soon as practicable by transmitting a copy of this Warrant for Arrest in Rem to the appropriate 

Turkish authorities for service on the custodian in whose possession, custody or control the 

property is presently found. 

 YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED to request that the appropriate Turkish 

authorities detain or seize the Defendant property; prevent its sale, transfer, or alienation; and 

release such property into the custody of the Government of the United States or maintain such 

property during the pendency of this proceeding, or until further order of this Court. 
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YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED, promptly after execution of this process, to file 

the same in this Court with your return thereon, identifying the individuals upon whom copies 

were served and the manner employed. 

 
DATE:  December _____, 2017 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       THOMAS F. HOGAN 
       UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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