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UNITED STATEfsor]tizeISTRICT COUIFI L E D

Eastern District of California FEB 12 2019
United States of America ) EAg%EEE&(b?sz;D‘; %Tg'cj gA?.loFUOHJMA
V. ) Y "
) Case No.
: ) 4

Shabina Shoba Debbie )
)
) 219-M)-0029 CKD

Defendant(s)

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

September 11, 2018 through January

On or about the date(s) of in the county of Sacramento in the

5, 2019
Eastern District of California , the defendant(s) violated:
Code Section Offense Description
18 U.S.C. § 1709 Theft of US Mail by a Postal Service Employee

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

'(see attachment)

X Continued on the attached sheet.

VD

Complainant’s signature

Dustin Warner, USPS OIG Special Agent

Printed name and title

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.

v IN7/22(9 Q@ﬂw@fézw

Judge’s signature /

City and state: (,%,Cllaf 7?4/"7‘3 | qub Carolyn K. Delaney, U.S. Magistrate Judge

Printed name and title
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AFFIDAVIT OF SPECIAL AGENT DUSTIN WARNER IN SUPPORT OF A CRIMINAL
COMPLAINT, ARREST WARRANT, AND SEARCH WARRANT

I, Dustin Warner, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

PURPOSE

. 1. I make this affidavit in support of a criminal complaint and arrest warrant
charging SHABINA SHOBA DEBBIE with a violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1709, Theft of US Mail
by a Postal Service Employee; ‘ v

2. I also make this affidavit in support of an application for a warrant to search the
following properties for the items described in Attachment B:

a) 1905 Michigan Blvd, West Sacramento, California (hereafter referred to
as the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE), further described in Attachment

A-1;

b) 2001 Toyota Avalon, California license plate 4RRA845, bearing VIN #
4T1BF28B51U161667 (hereafter referred to as SUBJECT VEHICLE 1),
further described in Attachment A-2; and

c) 2006 Dodge four-door pickup, California license plate 8E26544, bearing
VIN # 3D7KS29C36G228466 (hereafter referred to as SUBJECT
VEHICLE 2), further described in Attachment A-3;

3. Based on the facts set forth in this Affidavit, I believe there is probable cause that
evidence, fruits, proceeds, or instrumentalities of violations of 18 U.S.C. § 1708 (Theft or
Receipt of Stolen Mail); 18 U.S.C. § 1709 (Theft of US Mail by a Postal Service Employee); 21
U.S.C. § 841(a)(1) (Distribution of a Controlled Substance); 21 U.S.C. § 846 (Conspiracy to
Distribute a Controlled Substance) are concealed in the locations identified in Attachment A-1,

‘A-2, and A-3." Accordingly, I respectfully request the issuance of a search warrant authorizing
the search of the locations described in Attachments A-1, A-2, and A-3, as well as the seizure of
items described in Attachment B. -

AGENT BACKGROUND

4, I am a Special Agent (SA) with the United States Postal Service (USPS) Office of
Inspector General (OIG) in West Sacramento, California, and have been so employed since
August 2017. Prior to my employment with the OIG, I was employed for approximately five

.years as a Postal Inspector with the United States Postal Inspection Service (USPIS). My
responsibilities include investigations of USPS employees for criminal violations of federal and
state law, including mail theft and the unlawful transportation of contraband, including

. controlled substances and the sale of controlled substances, through the United States Mail. Iam

a “Federal law enforcement officer” within the meaning of Rule 41(2)(2)(C) of the Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure, that is, a federal law enforcement agent engaged in enforcing criminal
laws and authorized to request a search warrant.
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5. I attended the United States Postal Inspection Service Basic Inspector Training in
Potomac, Maryland. Through my training, experience, and interaction with other experienced
Special Agents, Postal Inspectors, Task Force Officers, and other drug investigators, I have
become familiar with the methods employed by drug traffickers to smuggle, safeguard, store,
transport, and distribute drugs; to collect and conceal drug-related proceeds; and to communicate
with other participants to accomplish such objectives. Ihave received specialized training in
narcotics investigation matters including, but not limited to, drug interdiction, drug detection,
money laundering techniques and schemes, and drug identification. :

6. I have participated in at least thirty investigations targeting individuals and
organizations trafficking narcotics including heroin, cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine, and
other controlled substances. During these investigations, I have become familiar with the way
drug traffickers use the mail to conduct their illegal operations. I have written at least twenty-five
search warrants related to parcel interdiction efforts.

7. The facts in this Affidavit come from my personal observations, my training and
experience, and information obtained from other agents and witnesses. This Affidavit is intended
to show that there is sufficient probable cause for the requested warrants and does not set forth
all of my knowledge about this matter. : :

PROBABLE CAUSE

8. Through my training and experience and discussions with other Postal Inspectors
and drug-trafficking investigators, I am aware and submit that a large number of narcotics
traffickers use the US Mail to distribute narcotics throughout the United States and
Internationally. The State of California is a source state for narcotic shipments, including
marijuana. The U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) is tasked with investigating persons using
the US Mail to ship such narcotic shipments. Due to the large volume of marijuana shipments
leaving the State of California and to further assist in reducing the number of narcotic parcels
traveling through the mail stream, US Postal Inspectors have instructed United States Post
Service (USPS) employees located within the Sacramento District to mail parcels that have
obvious odors of marijuana emanating from them to the USPIS office located in Sacramento,
CA. When these parcels arrive at the Royal Oaks Post Office located in Sacramento, CA, USPS
employees are instructed to place the parcels on a specific cart labeled for US Postal Inspectors,
located within a supply room of the post office, with eventual delivery to the Postal Inspectors.

9. - On September 11, 2018, a Postal Inspector was contacted by USPS management
at the Royal Oaks Post Office located at 2000 Royal Oaks Drive, Sacramento, CA, regarding a
parcel that was found hidden in a corner of a large supply room. The supply room is the same
room that contains the carts used to stage suspected narcotic parcels to be forwarded to the Postal
Inspectors. On September 13, 2018, law enforcement reviewed surveillance video from a hidden
camera that was previously installed inside the supply room, for the sole purpose of monitoring
the incoming narcotic parcels in the supply room being delivered to Postal Inspectors. During
the review, law enforcement observed that on September 10, 2018, at approximately 1758 hours,
Shabina S. DEBBIE, a lead sales and services associate at the Royal Oaks Post Office, removed
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a parcel from one of the .carts used to stage suspected narcotic parcels being delivered to the
USPIS, and placed it in the location where it was found the following day. As a lead sales and
service associate, DEBBIE is responsible for interacting with customers at the front counter and

accepting packages for mailing.

10.  Shortly after reviewing the video, law enforcement began conducting checks of
law enforcement and employee databases and determined that DEBBIE resided at 1905
Michigan Blvd, West Sacramento, CA 95691 (the “MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE”).
Additionally, law enforcement determined that DEBBIE works at the Royal Oaks Post Office,
and that on a typical day, drives herself to work in a maroon colored, Toyota Avalon sedan
bearing California license plate 4RRA845 (SUBJECT VEHICLE 1). Law enforcement
conducted a check of the registration on SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and determined it was registered
to DEBBIE at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE address. Law enforcement confirmed
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 was parked in the driveway of the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE on

multiple occasions. :

11.  On October 4, 2018, law enforcement conducted surveillance of DEBBIE at the

Royal Oaks Post Office. Parked in the employee lot at the initiation of the surveillance was
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1. At approximately 1855 hours, law enforcement observed a rolling
hamper that contained what appeared to be a large parcel. The hamper was located near the
retail area of the post office in the large area between the retail side (west side) and the delivery
side (east side) of the post office. Law enforcement observed DEBBIE putting unused flat, red
and white USPS Priority Mail boxes on top of the parcel that was inside the hamper. DEBBIE
also put a package of flat, unused USPS Priority Mail Express boxes that were still wrapped in
plastic, inside the hamper in a manner that fully concealed the original parcel contained inside
the hamper. At approximately 1912 hours, law enforcement observed DEBBIE enter SUBJECT
VEHICLE 1, which was parked in the employee parking lot on the north side of the post office
near the exit. Instead of exiting the post office lot at the usual exit, DEBBIE made a U-turn in
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and drove around the back side of the post office towards the main
entrance and exit gates. At approximately 1945 hours, law enforcement observed that DEBBIE
had re-entered the building, and observed her pushing the hamper with the concealed parcel -

“towards the dock on the south side of the post office, which was in the general direction she was
last seen driving around the parking lot.

12. A review of surveillance video for the Royal Oaks Post Office on October 26,

2018 showed that at approximately 1752 hours, DEBBIE removed two parcels from a hiding
location in the previously-referenced supply room and placed them in a metal cart, commonly
referred to by USPS employees as a “u-cart” due to its shape resembling the letter “U,” near the
Postal Inspector narcotic cart used for staging suspected narcotic parcels. DEBBIE then

‘removed two additional parcels from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart, placed them into the
same “u-cart” and pushed it toward the middle of the post office and staged it in between
multiple other carts and behind a large pillar, in an apparent attempt to hide it from other
employees. DEBBIE put numerous empty priority mail boxes onto the cart in a concealing

- manner that made the parcels inside the cart no longer visible. At approximately 2049 hours,

DEBBIE retrieved the “u-cart” with the stashed parcels, put additional unused, flattened Priority
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Mail boxes on top of it and pushed it to the north side of the post office where she normally
- parks SUBJECT VEHICLE 1.

13. On October 30, 2018, law enforcement conducted surveillance of DEBBIE at the
Royal Oaks Post Office. Parked in the lot at the initiation of the surveillance was SUBJECT
VEHICLE 1. At approximately 1856 hours, law enforcement observed DEBBIE inside the
previously mentioned supply room. Law enforcement observed DEBBIE remove a large parcel
from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart and hide it elsewhere in the supply room. At
approximately 1925 hours, law enforcement observed DEBBIE depart the post office for the
evening, along with another USPS supervisor. At approximately 1951 hours, after she departed
the parking lot driving SUBJECT VEHICLE 1, law enforcement went to the area of the supply
room where DEBBIE hid the parcel that she removed from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart.
Law enforcement observed two hidden parcels in the area. Law enforcement identified one of
the parcels as the one DEBBIE earlier removed from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart and hid.
The parcel contained an Express Mail label bearing tracking number of EM079068293US, which
was mailed earlier in the day at the Royal Oaks Post Office, was paid for in cash, weighed over
fourteen pounds, was destined for an address in New York and was consistent with parcels
containing narcotics. The other was a Priority Mail parcel that had a piece of paper labeled to
“U.S. Postal Inspectors” along with the USPIS delivery address written on it. The piece of paper -
was covering the original mailing label, which is how USPS employees often mail parcels
suspected of containing narcotics to Postal Inspectors. Law enforcement pulled back the piece of
paper and observed the mailing label bearing tracking number 9505 5162 1166 8290 3033 43,
which was mailed at the post office in - Auburn, CA 95603 on October 17, 2018, was destined for
an address in Puerto Rico, and was also consistent with parcels containing narcotics.

14.  On October 30, 2018, law enforcement observed two rolling trash cans on the
street out in front of DEBBIE’s MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. Law enforcement conducted
a walk by of the residence and were able to look into the recycle can in front of the residence.
Law enforcement observed inside the recycle can a bundle of unused, unopened red and white
Priority Mail boxes, still wrapped in plastic. The boxes were the same type of boxes previously
used by DEBBIE to conceal stolen parcels W1th1n the Post Office.

15. A review of surveillance video for the Royal Oaks Post' Office on October 31,
2018 showed that at approximately 1729 hours, DEBBIE removed the two parcels that she had
" hidden in the supply room the previous day, and placed them in a rolling hamper. DEBBIE also
retrieved two additional parcels from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart and put them in the same
hamper. DEBBIE pushed the hamper towards the retail section of the Post Office. Law
enforcement later conducted a review of postal records and databases for the two parcels
DEBBIE removed from the hiding location in the supply room and determined that the Express
Mail parcel bearing tracking number of EM079068293US and the Priority Mail parcel bearing
9505 5162 1166 8290 3033 43 never received another scan after their initial acceptance scan and
never arrived at their intended destinations.

16. On November 5, 2018 at approximately 2030 hours; law enforcement drove by

the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE and observed SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 parked in the
driveway of the residence. Parked next to SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 was a brown Dodge lifted

4
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pickup truck with no front license plate, later determined to be SUBJECT VEHICLE 2. A later
check of the registration for SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 identified the registered owner as
ASHNEEL KUMAR, with a registration address at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. Law
enforcement later reviewed USPS personnel records and determined that KUMAR is DEBBIE’s

Som.

14. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the

Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on November 17, 2018 at
approximately 0945 hours, a customer mailed a large brown USPS ReadyPost box bearing
Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8321 2281 69. At the time of the mailing, a -
window clerk applied a postal sticker on the bottom of the parcel in the middle. The customer
paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 13 pounds, was destined to an address in Massachusetts,
and was consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At approximately 1333 hours,
DEBBIE was in the back corner of the supply room behind some postal equipment and opened,
reviewed, and resealed a parcel. DEBBIE left the corner of the supply room and was holding the
large brown USPS ReadyPost box (with a postal sticker on the bottom of the parcel in the
middle) and walked out of view of the surveillance camera. At approximately 1556 hours,
DEBBIE was in the supply room carrying the large brown USPS ReadyPost box (with a postal
sticker on the bottom of the parcel in the middle). The postal sticker on the bottom of the parcel

~was cut. DEBBIE placed the large brown USPS ReadyPost box (with a postal sticker on the
bottom of the parcel in the middle) in a “u-cart” and pushed the “u-cart” to the Postal Inspector -
narcotic cart. At approximately 1623 hours, DEBBIE went back to the “u-cart” and covered the
large brown USPS ReadyPost box (with a postal sticker on the bottom of the parcel in the
middle) and another parcel with unused red and white Priority Mail boxes. DEBBIE pushed the
“u-cart” to the retail section. Law enforcement reviewed postal records and databases and
determined that the large brown USPS ReadyPost box (with a sticker on the bottom in the middle
of the parcel) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8321 2281 69 never
received another scan after the initial Royal Oaks Post Office acceptance scan and never arrived
at the intended destination.

15. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on November 19, 2018, at
approximately 1627 hours, a customer went to the retail counter where DEBBIE was working
and mailed a large brown box (with a white label on the front in the center) bearing Priority Mail
tracking number 9505 5133 7575 8323 2147 70. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed
over 11 pounds, was destined to an address in Connecticut, and was consistent with other parcels
containing narcotics. At approximately 1645 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room
carrying the large brown box (with a white label on the front in the center). DEBBIE placed the
large brown box (with a white label on the front in the center) inside an orange cart near the
Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1805 hours, a customer went to the retail
counter where DEBBIE was working and mailed a medium brown box (wrapped in red priority
tape with a white label on the front in the center) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505
5133 7575 8323 2149 47. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 6 pounds, was
destined to an address in West Virginia, and was consistent with other parcels containing
narcotics.. At approximately 1816 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room carrying the
- medium brown box (wrapped in red priority tape with a white label on the front in the center).
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DEBBIE placed the medium brown box (wrapped in red priority tape with a white label on the
front in the center) in a “u-cart.” DEBBIE removed the large brown box (with a white label on
the front in the center) from the orange cart and placed it in the same “u-cart.” DEBBIE pushed
the “u-cart” with the parcels to the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. DEBBIE covered the parcels
with a pack of red and white Priority Mail boxes that were still wrapped in plastic. DEBBIE
pushed the “u-cart” to the center section of the post office. Law enforcement reviewed postal
records and databases and determined that the large brown box (with a white label on the front in
‘the center) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7575 8323 2147 70 and the medium
brown box (wrapped in red priority tape with a white label on the front in the center) bearing
Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7575 8323 2149 47, never received another scan after
the initial Royal Oaks Post Office acceptance scan and never arrived at their intended

destination.

16. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on November 24, 2018 at
approximately 1035 hours, a customer mailed a large brown box (with two postal labels touching
a white label on the front in the center) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574
8328 2291 45. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 7 pounds, was destined to
an address in Minnesota, and was consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At
approximately 1108 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room carrying large brown box (with
two postal labels touching a white label on the front in the center) and placed it on the Postal
Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1353 hours, a customer mailed a large wide brown box
bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8328 2295 41. The customer paid in
cash. The parcel weighed over 8 pounds, was destined to an address in Massachusetts, and was
consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At approximately 1406 hours, a customer
mailed a large brown box (with four labels on the front) bearing Priority Mail tracking number
9505 5133 7574 8328 2295.58. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 12 pounds,
was destined to an address in Florida, and was consistent with other parcels containing narcotics.
At approximately 1531 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room carrying the large wide
brown box and placed it on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1603 hours,
DEBBIE arrived in the supply room with a “u-cart” containing parcels. DEBBIE removed other
parcels and the large brown box (with four labels on the front) and placed them on the Postal ’
Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1731 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room and
removed the large wide brown box from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart and took it into a
corner of the supply room out of view of the camera, apparently to review the contents.
DEBBIE returned and placed the large wide brown box in the “u-cart.”” At approximately 1737
hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room and removed the large brown box (with two postal
“labels touching a white label on the front in the center) and the large brown box (with four labels
on the front) and placed them in the “u-cart.” At approximately 1758 hours, the lights were off
in the supply room and DEBBIE pushed the “u-cart” containing the large brown box (with two
postal labels touching a white label on the front in the center), large brown box (with four labels
on the front), the large wide brown box, and other parcels towards the front retail section of the
post office. Law enforcement reviewed postal records and databases and determined that the’
large brown box (with two postal labels touching a white label on the front in the center) bearing
Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8328 2291 45, the large wide brown box bearing
Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8328 2295 41, and the large brown box (with
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four labels on the front) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8328 2295 58,
never received another scan after the initial Royal Oaks Post Office acceptance scan and they

never arrived at their intended destination.

17. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on December 1, 2018 at
approximately 1237 hours, a customer mailed a large brown box bearing Priority Mail tracking
number 9505 5133 7574 8335 2329 09. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 26
pounds, was destined to an address in Virginia, and was consistent with other parcels containing
narcotics. At approximately 1343 hours, DEBBIE placed the large brown box near the Postal
Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1434 hours, a customer mailed two large FedEx
branded boxes with a large blue-label on the side of the boxes bearing Priority Mail tracking
numbers 9505 5133 7574 8335 2330 12 and 9505 5133 7574 8335 2330 05. The customer paid
in cash. The parcels weighed over 12 pounds, were destined to different addresses in
Pennsylvania, and were consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At approximately
1552 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room carrying a large FedEx branded box with large
blue label on the side and placed it on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. She thus placed only
one of the two large FedEx boxes with a large blue label on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At
approximately 1718 hours, DEBBIE arrived in the supply room and put the large brown box into
a white canvas cart. DEBBIE removed additional parcels from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart,
including the large FedEx branded box with large blue label on the side, and placed them in the
white canvas cart. At approximately 1751 hours, the lights were off in the supply room and
DEBBIE pushed the white canvas cart containing the large brown box, a large FedEx branded
box with a large blue label and other parcels towards the front retail section of the post office.
Law enforcement reviewed postal records and databases and determined that the large FedEx
branded box with a large blue label bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8335
2330 12 was delivered to the intended destination. The large FedEx branded box with a large -
blue label bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8335 2330 05 and the large
brown box bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8335 2329 09 never received
. another scan after the initial Royal Oaks Post Office acceptance scan and never arrived at the
‘intended destination. ‘ '

18.  On December 8, 2018, law enforcement conducted surveillance at the Royal
Oaks Post Office. During physical surveillance of numerous areas of the post office combined
with reviews of surveillance video from hidden cameras throughout various areas of the post
office, law enforcement observed DEBBIE conceal and eventually steal numerous parcels
suspected of containing narcotics. At approximately 1056 hours, DEBBIE placed a large UPS
Store branded box, which was mailed earlier in the day by a customer at the Royal Oaks Post
Office, onto the ground next to the Postal Inspector narcotic cart in the supply room. At
approximately 1237 hours, a retail customer mailed a large orange and brown Home Depot box
at the counter. The customer paid for the parcel in cash. The parcel weighed over twenty-five
pounds, was destined to an address in Virginia, and was consistent with other parcels containing.
. narcotics. At approximately 1246 hours, DEBBIE brought the Home Depot parcel into the
supply room next to the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. DEBBIE placed the Home Depot parcel
in a large white canvas cart marked with “C1” on the side of the cart. DEBBIE also picked up
the UPS Store box that she placed on the floor earlier and placed it in the same white canvas cart
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marked with “C1.” At approximately 1248 hours, DEBBIE removed two parcels (one white
Priority Mail box and one brown non-descript box) from the cart containing suspected narcotics
parcels addressed to Postal Inspectors. DEBBIE placed both parcels into the same white canvas

cart marked “C1.”

19. At approximately 1630 hours, the post office retail area closed for the day and
postal employees began conducting close out tasks before leaving for the night. At
approximately 1700 hours, DEBBIE and one other postal employee were the only ones who
remained in the retail area of the post office. At approximately 1711 hours, DEBBIE arrived
back at the Postal Inspectors cart and removed two additional Priority Mail boxes suspected of
containing narcotics, and placed them into white canvas cart, along with the other four parcels
previously mentioned. At approximately 1724 hours, DEBBIE arrived back at the canvas cart
carrying an empty orange and blue sack, and placed it over the top of the parcels she placed into
the canvas cart throughout the day, in apparent attempt to conceal the parcels within the cart.
After the lights to the room had been turned off, DEBBIE placed numerous flattened, empty
priority mail boxes over the top of the blue and orange sack, in an apparent attempt to further
conceal the parcels within the white canvas “C1” cart. DEBBIE then pushed the cart out into
the open lobby area of the post office. DEBBIE appeared to make a call on her cell phone while
keeping an eye on the white canvas cart. Approximately one minute later, an individual wearing
blue jeans and a hooded sweatshirt mostly covering his/her face, holding a cell phone in his/her
hand, entered the post office lobby. The individual retrieved the white canvas cart marked with
“C1” and pushed it out of the post office to SUBJECT VEHICLE 2, which. was parked in the

- post office parking lot. When the individual took the cart, it was in the same condition as it was
~ when DEBBIE last pushed it out into the lobby, with flattened Prlonty Mail boxes laying over
the top of the six parcels concealed within the cart.

20.  Law enforcement observed the individual load all of the parcels from the white
canvas cart into the back seat of SUBJECT VEHICLE 2. The individual discarded the canvas
cart onto the sidewalk (only the orange and blue sack remained inside the cart) and then got into
the driver seat of SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 and departed the area. Law enforcement initiated
mobile surveillance on SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 but after only several minutes, terminated the
surveillance due to the individual driving at a high rate ofispeed, disregarding traffic laws, and
cutting across multiple lanes of travel at a time.

21. At approximately 1800 hours, a law enforcement surveillance unit set up near the
MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE observed SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 drive by the residence, but
did not stop at the residence. Over the next fifteen minutes, SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 drove past
the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE on four separate occasions, each time coming from a
different direction and none of the times actually stopping at the residence. Due to the
suspicious dnvmg patterns of SUBJECT VEHICLE 2, law enforcement terminated surveillance

at the residence.

22. On December 8, 2018, after the individual in SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 took the
- parcels from the post office, law enforcement continued surveillance on DEBBIE at the post
- office. At approximately 1810 hours, DEBBIE departed the post office for the evening and
exited the post office lot driving SUBJECT VEHICLE 1. Law enforcement established

© 8
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surveillance on DEBBIE for a short time.” Law enforcement terminated the surveillance as
DEBBIE headed in the general direction of the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. At
approximately 1930 hours, law enforcement conducted a drive by of the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE and observed both SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 parked in

the driveway.

23. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on December 8, 2018 at 1030 hours, a
customer mailed the large UPS branded box bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133
7574 8342 2350 85. The customer paid in cash. The parcel weighed over 22 pounds, was
destined to an address in Florida, and was consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At
approximately 1236 hours, a customer mailed the large orange and brownh Home Depot branded
box bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8342 2352 07. The customer paid in
cash. The parcel weighed over 28 pounds, was destined to an address in Virginia, and was
consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. Law enforcement reviewed postal records and
databases and determined the large UPS branded box bearing Priority Mail tracking number
9505 5133 7574 8342 2350 85 and the large orange and brown Home Depot branded box bearing
Priority Mail tracking number 9505 5133 7574 8342 2352 07 never received another scan after
the initial Royal Oaks Post Office acceptarnce scan and they never arrived at thelr intended

- destination.

24.  On December 9, 2018, law enforcement conducted a check of Thomson Reuters
CLEAR and confirmed that based on utility records, KUMAR was still associated with the
Michigan Blvd address. Based on the same CLEAR search, DEBBIE was still determined to be
associated with the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. :

25. On December 11, 2018, law enforcement conducted a surreptitious “trash pull” at
the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. At the time of the trash pull, SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and
SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 were parked in the driveway. Law enforcement observed two rolling
cans (one for trash and one for recycling) on the street in front of the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE, and had them both removed in order to conduct a review of the contents at a

.remote location. Law enforcement conducted a review of the trash inside the cans and observed
numerous mail and items of indicia bearing both the names of DEBBIE and KUMAR. The mail
found in the trash for both DEBBIE and KUMAR was addressed to the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE and 2008 Maryland Court, West Sacramento, CA 95691 (hereinafter referred to as
the “Maryland Court residence™). In addition, law enforcement observed in the trash :
approximately seven flattened, unused red and white Priority Mail boxes. The boxes are the
same type of boxes used by DEBBIE on multiple occasions to cover and conceal stolen parcels
at the Royal Oaks Post Office.

26.  On December 12 2018, Trackmg Warrant (2:18-SW-1011 AC) was issued in the
Eastern District of California by the Honorable U.S. Magistrate Judge Allison Claire for
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and SUBJECT VEHICLE 2. At 1708 hours, a GPS tracking device was
installed on SUBJECT VEHICLE 1. On December 13, 2018 at approximately 0203 hours, a
GPS tracking device was installed on SUBJECT VEHICLE 2.
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27.  Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the .
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on December 29, 2018 at
approximately 1016 hours, a customer went to the retail counter where DEBBIE was working
and mailed a large brown box (with two stripes) bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505
5133 7575 8363 2268 25. The customer paid for the parcel in cash. The parcel weighed over
twenty pounds, was destined to an address in Kentucky, and was consistent with other parcels
- containing narcotics. At approximately 1025 hours, DEBBIE brought the large brown box (with
two stripes) into the supply room and placed it on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At
approximately 1725 hours, DEBBIE removed the large brown box (with two stripes) and placed
" it in a “u-cart” that was near the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1735 hours,
DEBBIE arrived back at the “u-cart” with an orange sack, and placed it over the parcel in an
apparent attempt to conceal the parcel within the cart. DEBBIE pushed the “u-cart” into the
middle of the post office and staged it behind a large pillar, in an apparent attempt to hide it from
other employees. DEBBIE returned and pushed the “u-cart” out of view of the surveillance
camera. Law enforcement reviewed the tracking data for SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and it showed
the vehicle leaving the Royal Oaks Post Office and driving to the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE. Law enforcement later conducted a review of postal records and databases and
determined that the large brown box (with two stripes) bearing Priority Mail tracking number
9505 5133 7575 8363 2268 25 never received another scan after the initial Royal Oaks Post
Office acceptance scan and never arrived at the intended destination,

28. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on January 3, 2019 at approximately
1541 hours, a customer mailed a large brown box bearing Priority Mail tracking number 9505
5133 7573 9003 1522 30. At the time of the mailing a window clerk applied a postage label as
well as red Priority Mail tape to the parcel. The customer paid in cash, the parcel weighed over
sixteen pounds, was destined to an address in South Carolina, and was consistent with other
parcels containing narcotics. At approximately 1705 hours, DEBBIE brought the large brown
box (with red Priority Mail tape) into the supply room and placed it on the Postal Inspector
narcotic cart. At approximately 1827 hours, DEBBIE pushed a “u-cart” containing parcels into
the supply room and left it near the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1906 hours,
DEBBIE brought a white canvas cart into the supply room and transferred the large brown box
(with red Priority Mail tape) from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart to the white canvas cart.
DEBBIE transferred three parcels from the “u-cart” to the white canvas cart. DEBBIE pushed
the white canvas cart to the middle of the post office, staged it behind a large pillar and covered
the parcels with an orange and blue sack, in an apparent attempt to hide it from other employees.
At approximately 1916 hours, DEBBIE pushed the “u-cart” to the north side of the post office
where she normally parks SUBJECT VEHICLE 1. Law enforcement reviewed the tracking data
for SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and it showed the vehicle leaving the Royal Oaks Post Office and
driving to the Maryland Court residence and then driving to the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE. Law enforcement later conducted a review of postal records and databases and
determined that the large brown box with (red Priority Mail) bearing Priority Mail tracking
number 9505 5133 7573 9003 1522 30 never received another scan after the initial Royal Oaks
Post Office acceptance scan and never arrived at the intended destination.
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29. Based on a review of postal records, databases, and surveillance video for the |
Royal Oaks Post office, law enforcement determined that on January 5, 2019 at approximately
1451 hours, DEBBIE placed a brown box with blue eBay markings on the Postal Inspector
narcotic cart. At approximately 1508 hours, DEBBIE placed two white Priority Mail parcels
with excessive Priority Mail tape on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1611
hours, a customer mailed a large brown box with green markings and lettering on it. The
customer paid in cash, the parcel weighed over thirty-one pounds, was destined to an address in
New York and was consistent with other parcels containing narcotics. At approximately 1652
hours, DEBBIE brought the large brown box with green markings and lettering into the supply
~ room and placed it on the Postal Inspector narcotic cart. At approximately 1732 hours, DEBBIE
removed the large brown box with green markings and lettering from the Postal Inspector
narcotic cart and transferred it to an orange cart. DEBBIE moved the orange cart to the back
corner of the supply room, in an apparent attempt to hide it from other employees. DEBBIE cut
the parcel open and reviewed the contents. DEBBIE taped the parcel back together and then
pushed the orange cart towards the center of the post office out of view of the camera, Postal
Service records indicate the large brown box with green markings wad delivered to the intended
destination. At approximately 1754 hours, DEBBIE removed the brown box with blue eBay
markings from the Postal Inspector narcotic cart and took it to the same corner of the supply
room, but this time she was out of view of the surveillance camera. DEBBIE appeared to take
tape and a cutting instrument to the corner of the supply room where she staged the brown box
with blue eBay markings. DEBBIE took the brown box with blue eBay markings towards the
employee breakroom that is connected by a door to the supply room. When DEBBIE arrived in
the breakroom she was carrying a larger open brown box that was large enough to fit the brown
box with blue eBay marking inside it. DEBBIE went back into the supply room and took the
two white Priority Mail parcels with excessive Priority Mail tape off the Postal Inspector narcotic
cart and went back to the breakroom. When DEBBIE arrived in the breakroom she was carrying
a brown bankers style box without a lid that appeared to contain the two white Priority Mail
parcels. DEBBIE left the breakroom carrying the larger brown box (containing a brown box) and
an open bankers style box (containing two white boxes). DEBBIE walked out to SUBJECT
VEHICLE 1. At approximately 1757 hours, DEBBIE loaded the boxes into SUBJECT
VEHICLE 1. According to the GPS tracking device DEBBIE left the Royal Oaks Post Office
and arrived at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE.

, 30. On January 9, 2019, law enforcement reviewed the GPS tracking history from
December 13, 2018 to January 9, 2019 for SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and SUBJECT VEHICLE 2.
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 normally left the Royal Oaks Post Office in the evening and then .
stopped for the night at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. On January 3, 2018, SUBJECT
VEHICLE 1 left the Royal Oaks Post Office in the evening and stopped at a separate residence
before stopping at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE. SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 was, on most
nights, parked at the MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE.

31. On January 9, 2018, law enforcement reviewed USPS databases to identify
parcels weighing over three pounds mailed from the Royal Oaks Post Office that matched known
-narcotics profiling points. That review determined that between January 1, 2018 and January 6, -
2019, over 100 parcels were accepted at the retail counter of the Royal Oaks Post Office that
never made their intended destinations and never received any additional scans after they were -
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first accepted. Such parcels typically receive an additional scan at further locations in the mail
stream. Any parcel seized by the Inspection Service typically will receive a scan that registers
“seized by law enforcement.”

32 On January 11, 2019, Tracking Warrant (2:19-SW-0023 CKD) was issued in the
Eastern District of California by the Honorable U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Delaney for
SUBJECT VEHICLE 1 and SUBJECT VEHICLE 2.

33. On January 19, 2018 at approximately 1044 hours, law enforcement drove by the
MICHIGAN BLVD RESIDENCE and observed SUBJECT VEHICLE 2 backed into the
- driveway of the residence. Law enforcement also observed a surveillance camera facing the

driveway.

34.  Based on my experience, training, and discussions with other law enforcement
officers experienced in drug investigations, persons involved with marijuana trafficking and the
trafficking of marijuana proceeds through the U.S. Mail, often use their residences to cultivate,
store, maintain, package, and receive shipments which contain narcotics and narcotics proceeds.
I am aware based on my training and experience that persons involved with marijuana trafficking
and trafficking of marijuana proceeds will use their vehicles to buy, sell, transport, mail and
distribute contraband related to drug trafficking, as well as further facilitate their ongoing drug

trafficking conspiracy.

35.  Based on my experience, training, and discussions with other law enforcement
officers experienced in mail theft investigations, that USPS employees and others involved in the
theft of US Mail from Post Offices often utilize their residence to store, maintain and/or
distribute their stolen goods. I am aware based on my training and experience that persons
~ involved with theft of US Mail from Post Offices utilize their Vehlcle(s) to transport, sell, and
distribute stolen items related to their ongoing conspiracy.

36.  Based on my experience, training, and discussions with other law enforcement
officers that persons involved with mail theft and trafficking of marijuana will use cellphones
and computers to communicate and conduct sales and to receive proceeds including virtual
currency and digital money transfers. '

37.  Asdescribed in Attachment B, your affiant submits that computers, smart phones,
and possibly other storage media will likely be found within the MICHIGAN BLVD
RESIDENCE, SUBJECT VEHICLE 1, and SUBJECT VEHICLE 2, and on the persons-of
DEBBIE and KUMAR, and there is probable cause to seize those items for the reasons stated
below. Some of these electronic records might take the form of files, documents, and other data
that is user-generated. Some of these electronic records, as explained below, might take a form
that becomes meaningful only upon forensic analysis.

IL. REQUEST FOR SEALING

38. I request that the Court seal the complaint, arrest warrant, search warrant and the
affidavit and applications in support thereof, except that copies of the warrants in full or redacted
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form may be maintained by the United States Attorney’s Office and may be served on Special
Agents and other investigative and law enforcement officers of USPIS, USPS OIG, and federally
deputized state and local law enforcement officers, and other government and contract personnel
acting under the supervision of such investigative or law enforcement officers, as necessary to
effectuate the warrant. These documents pertain to and discuss an ongoing criminal investigation
that is neither public nor known to all the targets of the investigation. Disclosure at this time
may result in flight or the destruction of evidence, and may put officers executing the warrant in

‘danger.

IIT. CONCLUSION

39.  Based on the facts set forth in this Affidavit, I believe there is probable cause that
evidence, fruits, proceeds, or instrumentalities of violations of 18 U.S.C. § 1709 (Theft of US |
Mail by a Postal Service Employee); 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1) (Distribution of a Controlled _
Substance and Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance); and 21 U.S.C. § 846
(Conspiracy to Distribute a Controlled Substance) are concealed in the locations identified in
Attachment A-1, A-2, and A-3. Accordingly, I respectfully request the issuance of a search
warrant authorizing the search of the locations described in Attachments A-1, A-2, and A-3, as
well as the seizure of items described in Attachment B. :

40.  Furthermore, I believe that there is probable cause that SHABINA SHOBA
DEBBIE committed the crime of 18 U.S.C. § 1709 (Theft of US Mail by a Postal Service -
Employee), thus supporting the legal basis for the Court to issue an arrest warrant and criminal

complaint.

Respectfully submitted,

Dustin Warner

Special Agent
USPS Office of Inspector General

Subscribed and sworn to before me on: 59 // s / ?Z)/

(el oy

The Honorable Carolyn K. Delan
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE

o Do

AppWorm by AUSA Cameron L. Desmoﬁd\
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ATTACHMENT B
ITEMS TO BE SEIZED

The following records, documents, files, or materials, in whatever form, including
handmade or mechanical form (such as printed, written, handwritten, or typed);
photocopies or other photographic form; and electrical, electronic, and magnetic form
(such as computers, hard drives, flash drives, tapes, cassettes, hard disks, floppy disks,
diskettes, compact discs, CD-ROMs, DVDs, optical discs, Zip cartridges, printer buffers;
“smart cards, or electronic notebooks, or any other electronic storage medium) that
constitute or contain evidence, instrumentalities, or fruits of violations of 18 U.S.C. § |
1708 (Theft or Receipt of Stolen Mail); 18 U.S.C. § 1709 (Theft of US Mail by a Postal |
Service Employee); 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1) (Distribution of a Controlled Substance) and
21 U.S.C. § 846 (Conspiracy to Distribute a Controlled Substance):

1. All records relating to the violations described above, including:

a) any and all documents, records or information relating to the purchase,
sale, importation, possession, shipment, tracking, delivery or distribution
of controlled substances;

b) - any and all documents, records or information relating to the purchase
sale, importation, possession, shipment, tracking, delivery or distribution
of packaging materials;

c) any and all documents, records or 1nformat10n relating to the purchase,
sale, tracking, delivery or distribution of postage or express mail
consignment;

d) any and all documents, records or information relating to the transfer,
purchase, sale or disposition of virtual currency; :

€) any and all documents, records, or information relating to the access,
creation and maintenance of websites and hidden (Tor-based) services;

f) any and all documents, records, or information relating to email accounts
used in furtherance of these offenses;

g) any and all records or other items which are evidence of ownershlp or use

- of computer equipment, including, but not limited to, sales receipts, bills
for internet access, handwritten notes and handwritten notes in computer
manuals.

h) any and all records relating to indicia of occupancy, residency, and
ownership or use of the locations described in Attachments A-1, A-2, and
A-3, including, but not limited to, utility and telephone bills, cancelled
envelopes, rental, purchase or lease agreements, identification documents,
and keys; ’

i) anyand all records of any address and/or telephone books rolodex indicia,
electronic organizers, telephone paging devices and the memory thereof,

- and any papers, records or electronic data reflecting names, addresses,
telephone numbers, pager numbers of co-conspirators, sources of

. controlled substances and/or virtual currency, identifying information for
customers purchasing controlled substances and/or virtual currency;




2.

10.

11.
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i)
k)

all bank records, checks, credit card bills, account information, safe
deposit box information and other financial records;

all copies of income tax returns filed with the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) or the California Franchise Tax Board,

all records related to.the purchase of real estate or other assets, or the
leasing of storage units,

‘'m) financial records for SHABINA DEBBIE and ASHNEEL KUMAR, -

n)

including foreign and domestic banking records, ledger books, wire
transfer instructions, and receipts for wire transfers,
bulk cash in excess of $1,000.

Any digital devices or other electronic storage media and/or their components
used as a means to commit the violations described above, including:

2)
b)

g)

any digital device or other electronic storage media capable of being used
to commit, further, or store evidence or fruits of the offenses listed above;
any digital devices or other electronic storage media used to facilitate the
transmission, creation, display, encoding or storage of data, including
word processing equipment, modems, docking stations, monitors,
cameras, printers, plotters, encryption devices, and optical scanners;

any magnetic, electronic or optical storage device capable of storing data,
such as floppy disks, hard disks, tapes, CD-ROMs, CD-R, CD-RWs,
DVDs, optical disks, printer or memory buffers, smart cards, PC cards,
memory calculators, electronic dialers, electronic notebooks and personal
digital assistants;

any documentation, operatlng logs and reference manuals regarding the
operation of the digital deV1ce or other electronic storage media or
software;

any applications, utility programs, compilers, interpreters, and other
software used to facilitate direct or indirect communication with the
computer hardware, storage devices, or data to be searched;

any physical keys, encryption devices, dongles and similar physical items
that are necessary to gain access to the computer equipment, storage
devices or data; and

any passwords, password files, seed words, test keys, encryption codes or
other information necessary to access the computer equipment, storage
devices or data.

Currency (U.S. dollars or other government issued currency).

Keys to storage units, suites, lockers and safe deposit boxes.

O Yw

- of ibited _

Controlled substances and associated paraphernalia.
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12.  Mail addressed to, or otherwise intended for, persons other than residents living at
“or receiving mail at 1905 Michigan Blvd, West Sacramento, CA 95691

13.  Any property belonging to USPS and any property reasonably believed to be
stolen from the U.S. Mail.




