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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT AUG 142018

CLERK, U.S, DISIPIOT COURT

forthe . EASTERN DISTRIGT OF CALIFORNIA
. Bastern District of California ay “SEFUTV CIERR
United States of America )
v. : '
g CaseN0219 - MJ 0128“ ’—‘EFB”
. )
Manish PATEL
. ; ‘ORIGINAL
| R FILED
Defendant(s) S ' - AUG 1 5 2019
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT EaSHERK WS DisTaICT ooy
SASTERNDISTRIGT OF CAUFORHTNIA

.1, Joshua Matas the complamant in this case, state that the following is frue to the best of my
belief.

February 7, 2017 to June. 13, 2019 . ’
(21 U.8.C §§ 846,-841(a)(1)) and El Dorado, Placer, and in the

in the‘ county of

On or about the date(s) of June 13,2019 (21 U.S.C. § Sacramento
841(a)(1))
Eastern District of California , the defendant(s) violated:
. Code Section ' Offense Description :
- 21 U.S.C §8§ 846, 841(a)(1) Conspuacy to Possess with Intent to Distribute Marijuana Plants and
' . Tefrahydrocannabinols contained in Hashish Oil.
21 US.C. § 841(a)() Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana Plants and Tetrahydrocannabinols contamed
. in Hashish Oil . -
This cri_miﬁal complaint is based on these facts:
(see attachment)
Continued on the attached sheet.
Lomplainant's signature

DEA, Special Agent Joshua Matas
Printed name and title

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence.
Date: g«/'/‘/ M - CZ@/f/

. City and state: . _Sacramento, California

e (Judge s sxgnature

Edmund F. Brennan, U.S. Ma.gistrate Judge .
Printed name and title .
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT AND ARREST WARRANT
I. ~ INTRODUCTION

1. I, Joshua Mates Special Agent of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), being

duly sworn, depose and state:
o 2. . Jama Spe01al Agent of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), San Francisco

1e1d Division and have been so employed since 2018. Thave been assigned to the Sacramento District

Office smce November 0f2018. Previously, I was employed by the Cl’cy of Coral Gables and served in

the capaerny of aPohce Officer for 2 years

3. Thave recelved speclallzed trammg in narcot1c investigation matters including, but not .
limited to, drug mterdletmn, drug detection, money laundering techniques and schemes, drug
jdentification, and asset identification and removal, from the DEA, In addition, I graduated from the
DEA Basic Agents Academy at the FBI Academy at Quantico, Virginia. In total, Ihave received in
excess of 500 hours of comprehensive formalized classroom instruction in those areas outlined above.

4, [ have assisted in several investigations targeting individuals aﬁd organizations violating
federal drug statutes. I have assisted in the exeeutioﬁ of several search warrants at parﬁouler places or
prexhises in search for oontroued substances and/or related parephefn_a]ia, indicia, and other evidence of
Yiolations of federal drug narcotics statutes. Ihave also assisted investigations by communicating with
confidential info'rmants nvolved in the ﬂafﬁeldng of narcotics, and this has formed the basis of my

opinions. -

5 - Asa resolt I have encountered and become familiar with various tools, methods, trends,
paraphemaha, and related artlcles utilized by tcaﬁﬁokers in their efforts to import; conceal manufacture,

and distribute controlled substances domestically and mtematlonally
6. Because this affidavit is submitted for the limited puzpose of supporting the requested

criminal complamt and an arrest Warrants I have not included the detaﬂs of every aspect of the

mvesﬁgatlon -Thave set forth only the facts that I bel1eve are necessary to estabhsh a foundation for the

onmmal complamt and arrest warrants.

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT
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I. . PURPOSE

7. This Affidavit is made in support of the issuance of'a Criminal Complaint charging

| Manish PATEL with violations of Title 21 U.S C §§ 846, 841(a)(1) (Conspira‘cy to Possess with Intent

to Distribute Marijuana Plants and Tetrahydrocannabmols contained in Hasl:ush Oil) (from February 7,
2017 to June 13, 2019) and Title 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1) (Possession with Intent to Distribute Marfjuana
Plants and Tetrahydrocannabinols contained in Hashish Oil) (on June 13,2019). ‘This Afﬁdgwt is also

being made in support of the issuance of an arrest wartant on the above charges.

8. Based on the facts set forth below, I believe Manish PA'IEL is distributing hundreds of

pounds of marijuana throughout the Umted States for proﬁt and is conspiring with others, thus

‘ generatmg millions of dollars of drug proceeds

. BASIS FOR FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES

9. The conclusions and opinions set forth below are based on my expetience and training as

a special agent, my direct participation in this investigation as described below, and conversations with
other law enforcement officers who ai'e famﬂia;tr With the facts and circumstances of this investigation.
Throughout this affidavit, all sentences that begin with the words “I believe” are based vpon this
combina’t_ion; ‘ |

10.  As detailed below, the probable cause supporting the issuance of a complaint and arrest
warrant is based on an"invesﬁga.tion that included the review of search Warrantsy and reports' generated by
varjous law enforcement agencies assisting in this investigation, which I have reviewed. .

IV.  SUMMARY OF PROBABLE CAUSE
11.  Since at least May 2019, investigators have collected evidence that Manish Patel, a

licensed attorney in two East Coast sfratés, has conspired to manufacture marijuana and concentrated

]| cannabis oil in the Eastern District of California. Further, Pate] has conspired to transport matijuana and

concentrated cannabis oil across the country using his Learjet since at least August 2018 when the DEA

interdicted Patel and several associates at an executive airport in Albuquerque, New Mexico and seized

$80,000 in cash and evidence i‘ndicating large-scale interstate drug trafﬁcldng. In May and June 2019,

law enforcement in California executed search warrants at three locations in the Eastern District of

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT
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California that resulted in the seizure of approximately 1,400 pounds of marijuana contraband and

$400,000 in cash.
V. STATEMENT OF FACTS-

A.  Manish PATEL
12.  Manish PATEL is a licensed attorney in New York (admitted in 2015) and New Jersey

(admitted in 2017) and is afﬁliated with Sentient Law Group inNew York. In late 2018, Placer County
Sherriff's Deparimen’c (PCSD) Detecﬁve Lyssand aocessed Sentient LaW Group’s Websfce and observed |
that PATEL is listed as the CEO. Detectlve Lyssand attempted to connect to ten hyperlinks hsted under
‘,‘}?ractice Areas,” however none of the links worked. As of August 5, 2019, the Sen’uent Law Group
website no longer identifies Pafel as a practicing attorney related to Sentient Law group. Patel’s CEO’

business card, seized by police during the séarch warrants described herein, is shown below.

o
Faxz 648 6378 9291
5 -

mwgreup o™

NSRRI o

eeElA o
..

/ CLA yraae

SENTIENT
A FPRQLCITIONA, ROUP

MANISH N. PATEL
CEQ

37 West 26th Street, Suite 120
New York, New York 10010 2

coll: 908-720:6305 « fax: 6463989397
manish@sentientlawgroup,com
www.sentientlawgroup.com

1

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT




—

=T R B R R N TC R

t\JI\Jl\JNt\Jx\)ANN‘ ; -
“eemem.we-%s’:os;azme:g

13.  In2005 and againin 2011, Patel_yves atrested in New Jersey for marijﬁena related
offenses. Itis likely thiat any convictions ﬁono the New Jersey arrests heve been expunged or resolved
from his criminal hlstory through a state diversion program. In 2015, however, Patel was arrested in
Shasta County for v1olat10ns of California Health & Safety Code §§ 11359 (Possessmn for Sale of
Cannabis), 11360 (Transportation and Sale of Cannab1s) and PC 182 (Conspiracy). The California
arrest stemmed from a traffic stop of a car in which Patel was the sole passengef,.and the driver was
from NGW‘ Jersey. A search of the car revealed 241 'individually packaged 1 pound turkey bags of
processed marijuana, a box of additional packaging material, and over $6,000 cash. I continue to look .
into the chsposmon of the Shasta County traffic stop, but 1t appears that PATEL was not criminally .

charged.

.B. 2018 DEA Search of PATEL’s Learjet at a New I\@gico Airport
14.  As set forth below, PATEL purchased a Leatjet 25D, Tail No. N25CY (hereinafter, “the

Lealjet”), for $345,000 in February 2017, and uses his private Jet to fly around the country. PATEL
employs a team of certified pilots, typically paymg them in cash, and his travel typically involves ﬂymg
from the East Coast to California, and retun:ung to New Jersey or New York. On many occasions,
PATEL pays the pilots to fly his Learjet around the country containing only cargo and no passengers »

15. On August 28, 2018 the DEA stopped PATEL as he boarded his Learjet in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. The DEA was conducting a “Ramp Check” of PATEL’s, Learjet 25D, Tail No. N?;S CY,
identifying he pilots as - B - ook of the I eaxjot rovealed

approximately $80,000.00 in cash, a cashier's check for $450,000.00, and 2 Apple laptops belonging to
the passengers of the plane, PATEL and— The $80,000 in cash was found inside a

cardboard box: many bundles of vacuum-sealed stacks of cash ranging from approxﬁnately $8,000.00 to
$10,000.00 in cash, | _ . o

. 16. + PATEL’s and - s phones were seized by the DEA and revealed text -
communications referencing the trafficking of natcotics from sources of supply in California to states
like New York and Fl‘orida, as Well.as laundering of drug .proceeds through a complex network of

business accounts.  The DEA. further seized paperwork including yarious legal contracts, hand written

ledgets including pay/owe shests, and pictures of [IMMl:sing paraphernalia commonty -

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 5
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associated with marijuana consumption.

17.  Since the searches described in detail below, law enforcement has reviewed documents

and interviewed several individuals associated with PATEL’s aequisition and use of the Learjet. Law

enforcement interviewed_sold the Learjet to PATEL for $345,000

in Februaty 2017 The ﬁansactioﬁ commenced on December 29, 2016 when PATEL deposited $44,650

into-a bank account de51gnated for the Learjet’s purchase. -told law enforcement the
Learjet’s purchase price was $345, 000 and that the transacﬁon was remarkable because PATEL paid

approximately $300,000 of the purchase price in cash. In late T anuary or early February 2017, PATEL

personally brought $300,350 in cash to -Flonda, _nd PATEL
and -Went to a Bank of Amenca branch in - to have a teller count the cash

The $300,350 represented the balance of the purchase price after crediting the $44 650 dep031ted into

the barik account in December 2016. '
18.  The Leatjet was purchased by PATEL, but title to the i,ealj et is held in an LL.C out of

Nevada. The Bill of Sale for the Learjet references a closing date of February 7, 2017.

C. Search of Commerclal Property in El Dorade County
19.  Onoraboit May 9, 2019, El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office (EDSO) detectives received

information from an anonymous source that illegal marijuana actmty was possﬂle occurring at a
commercial property located at 417 5 Business Drive, Suite D in Cameron Park (hereinafter, “Suite D*).
The anonymous sotiree described to law enforcement a heavy odor of marijuana emanating frorm the
businese and suspicious behavior by individuals associated with the location:

20. .On the moming of May 13, 2019, EDSO Detective Alonzo Aguilar contacted 4175 -
Businesé Drive’s owner, d property managet, _
stated that he was aware of a complaint of marijuana odor at Suite D, and that he had responded to Suite °
D that’ mommg (May 13, 2019) and observed active, ﬁmctlonmg lab equi in Suite D. A white 4 /%f
male adult approached _and stated that the eqmpment wi:‘CBD extraction for hemp ?
— then called PATEL as he was listed on one of the documents asseciated with the lease .

for Suite D. PATEL told N 2t he would look into the myiter and call him back later.
went . 472
7 e

21.  Inthe afternoon of May 13,2019, EDSO vdetectlves\to € D in order to hold the

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CCMPLAINT
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location While‘d search wattant was obtained. ‘When thes} arrived on scene, detectives located two
individuals, Kevin Healy (“Healy™) and Tyler McClean, inside of Suite D. Both men were identified by
their New York driver licenses. Healy and Tyler McClean appeared to. be working in an active |
marijuana dlstﬂlatlon lab. Tyler McClean identified a white Mercedes in the parkmg lot as his, and
DMV check of the white Mercedes revealed it was registered to William MoClean or -out o
of F oIsom, California. Kevin I—Iealy. identified a Ford Fusion as his, which was registered to -
I ot of Visalia, California. |

22, In the evening of May 13,'20195~1aw enforcement executed a warrant at Suite D and
observed an active lab designed to I_nanufaonlre concentrated cannabie. There were two active
distillation mechines, mulﬁple 50 gallon drums of alcohol, a bucket con’caining suspected Hexane,
vacuum ovens, lerge amounts of glassware, air filters with ventilation hoses, dozens of metal pots,
hundreds of individual cartridges for hash oil vape pens, vacuum sealers', ethanol extractors, ice chests, a
money counter,'and notes related to the manufacturing of concentrated .cannabis: There was also a large
piece of stainless steel machinery in the lab, manufactu'red by Pope Scientific, Inc. EDSO Detectivie
Mike Roberts later‘ researched the Pope Scientific, Inc. website and found the item, and deternﬁned that
it was .used in the distillation process of cannabis neﬁneinent. . .

23. _ Inside of Suite D, law enforcement seized over 980 poundé (net Weig'ht) of proceséed
marijuana and 88.27 pounds (combined net and gross weights) of concentrated cannabis from the
property. Detectives were unable to obtain an accurate net weight of all of the concentrated cannabis.
Due to its sticky nature, a significant amount of the concentrated cannabis could not be removed from
the storage contamers " The net Welght they confirmed was 53.55 pounds, however thls weight d1d not
include the concentrated cannabis found m»storage containers. Therefore, the true net weight of the
concentrated cannabis sei;ed from the containers exceeded 53.55 pounds. In total, detectives seized’
Inore than approximately 1,000 pounds of marijuana and concentreted cannabis from the matijuana lab
in Suite D. Suite D's lab and marijuana trunks as found by lay enforcement on May 13, 2019:

I | | . | i
i

 AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT
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24. During the search detectives also found h’nkagés to marijuana trafficking in Placer

'County, California and indicia for PATEL, William McClean, and Tyler McClean. For exampie:
a) Inlthe area of Suite D devoted to the camiabis lab, detectives found a box with a Jabel
showing the parcel had been shipped to Manish PATEL at 4858 Cavitt Ranch Place in
Granite Bay, Califoﬁa. This receipt indicated that the customer had the business name
of “High Tech, LLC,” a business associated with 8178 Belvedere Aventie in Sacramento,
vs}hich is a known historical marijuana grow locatioh as diséussed below.

b During a search of Kevin Healy’s Ford Fusion énd Tyler McClean’s Mercedes, law
enforcement found materials comﬁlonly used to package marijuana such as turkey bags,
vacuum, bags, packing tape, and bubble wrap. In Tyler-McClean’s Mércédes, detectives
found an automobile insurance card identifying William and Tyler McClean. On the
card, the pair listed the 4858 Cavitt Ranch Place in Granite Bay, California as their
ad&éss. The 4858 Cé.vitt Ranch Place location is hereinafter referred.to as the “Grénite
Bay Residenée.” |

25. - Based g " training e_md experience, I believe that Suite D was being used as a

'Iaboratory to oreét?{ comoentrated cannabis oil, colloquially referred to as “hash oil,” “honey oil,” and

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT
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when dried, “dab,” “shatter,” or “waz.” Honey oil is typically a waxy, oily substance, usually yellow in

color.. Tt can be vaporized (“dabbed”), allowing the user to inhale the conc’entrated active
tetrahydrocannabinol (“THC™), a orystalline compound that is the main active ingredient of marijuana.
It is also easy to add to foodstuffs, creating “edibles”. Honey oil can be made using.a numBer of -
different prooesses However a common — and dangerous — method involves packing a cylinéler with
marguana plant matenal and injecting (often referred to in the business as “shootnlg” or “blastmg”)
solvent through the oylmder The manufacturer typically uses the parts of the marijuana plant that are °

not appealing to traditional smokers, whlch allows the grower to make money off parts of the plant that ‘

| were formerly sometimes just thrown away. The plant material is placed in the tube, and the solvent is

released into the top of the tube, which is held vertically. Tfle solvent flows downward and dissolves the
canabinoids/THC, which flow out of the bottom of the tube.

26.  Based on my training and‘experienoe, 1 know that marijuana; both in plant form and in
the form of concentrated cannabis oil, is a substance controlled under Schedule I, Title 21, United State‘s
Code, Section 812. '

27. Kevm Healy and Tyler McClean were arrested on May 13, 2019 and booked into the Bl
Dorado County Jail for violations of California drug laws. Arrest warrants were also issued for PATEL
and Wﬂham MeclLean for v1olat1ons of California drug laws based on the May 13, 2019 search of Suite
D. As descnbed below, PATEL was arrested in Sacramento after loadlng marijuana onto his Leatjet and
is cur.cently being held without bail in Bl Dorado County Jail.

D. Further Investlgatlon into Suite D’s Occupants and their Marijuana Lab
28. . After the search on May 13, 2019, law enforcement continued its mvestlgatlon into the

owners, operators, and facilitators of Suite D’s illegal cannabis lab. As part of those efforts, law
enforcement obtained the lease agreement and other financial and business paperwork (credit report,
banking documents) that the tenants submitted to the property manager support the lease apphcatmn for | |
4175 Business Drive, Suite D. Sulte D’s lease documents set forth the following about PATEL, William
McLean, and the proposed business at Suite D: '

a) The lease agreement stated that Suite D had been rented begmnmg on May 1, 2019 for

$3,500 per month The lease was for a three-year term, Wlth annual 3% increases and a

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 9
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} security debosit of $10,000, aﬁd was signed by William McClean on April 26, 2019.
b) In the Jease applicaﬁpn ﬁackage, McClean éepresented he made over $400,000 in income
in 2018. | | ‘
c) The property manégement 'compaﬁy aléo provided email correspondence fo BDSO
detectives, dated April 26, 2019, vihich contains William MeClean’s banking
' information. This email was sent from a user idenfified as William MeClean

(wbmproperties1010@jicloud.com) to Manish PATEL (manish@senﬁenﬂawgroup.com),‘

and then forwarded from PATEL to — the secretary for the

prop erty managetr. )
d) A document titled “CONSENT TO OBTAIN CREDIT REPORT” was submitted to

support the lease application as a guarantee and contained PATEL’s personal
information. Specifically, this consent form contai;led PATEL’s date ‘of birth, social
sécurity numbeér, and signature; ‘On this form, which was dated April 24, 2019, PATEL

_ provided a streef address of 64 Barbaree Way in Tiburon, .Caﬁo@a. 4 | ,

29.  Inlate May 2019, EDSO detectives contacted the Placer County Sheriff’s Department
(PCSD) to connect about the linkages of the marijuana lab par_ticip_anté and 4858 Cavitt Ranch Place in
Gréni%e Bay—the Granite Bay Residence. As described above, PATEL listed the Granite Bay
Residence as his delivery address on the parcel found at Suite D, and William and TylechClean- listeci
the same Granite Bay address on the insurance documents found in thé vehicle parked at Suite D. PCSD
detectives relayed to EDSO that it had received a rej)oi't of an altercation between William McClean and -
PATEL at the Granite Ba'y Residence in December 2018. Furtheérmore, PCSD.detectives had recénﬂyA '

‘opened a drug mvestlgatlon into the occupants of the Gramte Bay Residence after receiving information

about multiple vehicles (more than ten at a time) being patked at the Gramte Bay Residence and

constant vehicle traffic at all hours.
30.  PCSD detectives leatned that PATEL and others occupled the Granite Bay Residence as

of October 29, 2018 and paid rent of over $10,000 per month. On April 20 and April 30, 2019, PCSD

detectives obs‘erved‘pmple lights shining through the opaque garage doors at the residence. At different -
hours of the night, it appeared that the purple lights were suspended in the center of the usable garage

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 10
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space.. The lights appeared to rotate up and down and would stay on for several hours and then turn off
indicating a timed hghtmg system was likely being utilized, similar to the systems commonly used in
indoor marijuana grows. Based on those observations and his knowledge and experience in law
enforcement, Detective Gualco formed the opinion that a marfjuana grow was possibly inside of the
garage. PCSD detectives conducted surveillence of the Granite Bay Residencsé and, based on their.
observations of the activity af the home, they concluded that marijuana was possioly bein,c;r grown. in fhe -
residence’s garage.

31.  Between ApI.‘l]. 25 20 19 and May 11,2019, PCSD detectives observed mul’uple high end
Vehlcles, including a white Dodge Ram truck (CA license plate 65880M2) and a grey Mercedes Sprmter '
van (CA license plate 04626G2) at the Granite Bay Residence. The Mercedes Sprmter vanwas |
registered to ngh Tech, LLC, with an address of 8178 Belvedere Avenué in Sacramento. The Dodge

| Ram was registered to William McClean, with an address of 1006 Mud Pie Lane in Sacramento. On

May 7, 2019, PCSD Detectives Lyssand and Gualco and observed William McLean at the Granite Bay

Residence.
E.  Search of PATEL? s Granite Bay Mansion
32. On May 30, 2019,' law enforcement executed a search warrant at the Granite Bay

Residence. A male identified as —opened the front door of the house

and he-was the only person present at the house. .-said he was a “live-in chef.” Indicia located
inside the Granite Bay Residence identified PATEL, William MoClean., || | | E EEEEE-<
oocupants. . ' | -

i

/4

n

n

i
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‘ 33.  Throughout the house, detectives located processed marijuana, vacuum sealers, vacuum
sealing bags, concenfrated cannabis/hash oil, branded marijuana products in a display case, documents
showing sales invoice/shipping manifest for matijuana, a money counter, cultivation documents (with

strains, harvest date and plant count), and other documents that support a large scale cultivation and

manufacturing hub.

34 Law enforcement found documents, inail, and other indicia for PATEL infhe Master
Bedroom of the house, including a Sentient Law Group business check book and an envelope with the
name “Naresh Patel” on it. A large safe Was located'in PATEL’s bedroom, which contained a certificate
fora Léaljet 25D, tail number N25CY, and a duffle bag with $389,310 in cash. The $389,310 in cash

was broken down into vacuum-sealed in rubber-banded stacks.

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 12
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. 35. In-bedloom, detectives located: approxmaately $37,200 in cash ($3,000 in his
bathroom and $34, 200 in his mghtstand), two large glass j jars containing approximately Y4 to ¥, pound of
processed manjuana, a digital scale, a box for another digital scale, and a glass jar that had “Nug
Forbidden Fruit $;40”. in the top label (which appeared to be a packaged marijuana product line).
Detective Gualoo also located documents showing a link to 8178 Belvedere Avenue, Sacramento, a
kinown hlstoncal manjuana grow site. | | | |

36. Detective Gualco then observed the Mercedes Sprmter Van (parked on the property near
the front entrance) that had previously observed at the residence. When Detective Gualco opened the
doors to the van, he immediately smelled the odor of 'marijuana emaoaﬁng from inside the VehiCle. He
located numerous moving boxes inside the vehicle; with dirt and a strong odor of marijuana, and noﬁced
soil and green-leaves on tﬁe floor of the truck. The green leaves appeared to be from marijuana plants.
Detective Gdalco also walked around several cars parked outside the garage area and noticed similar soil
and leaves around a white Dodge Ram truck belongmg to William MoClean

37. Deteotwe Gualco walked around the garage and noticed water staining on the ground,
which is where the painter was hired to put the epoxy The staining appeared to have round c1rcles and

run off from suspeoted potting plants. Based on his trammg and expenence De’cectlve Gualco beheved

AFRIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 13
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this staining was consistent with soil, fertilizer and water often used in indoor marijuana cultivation. He
also noticed several carbon monoxide tanks outside the garage, which are also used for indoor marijuana
oultivation Additionally, several large “Pelican Brand” hard cases Wer'e outside of the door, which are
marketed as “water-tight vaulis” and in Detective Gualco’s training and expenence are commonly used
to transport manjuana/concentrated canmabis products. Pelican Brand Cases form airtight seals and are
known to be used by drug traffickers o prevent detection from K97s. Inside of the Pelican cases,
Detective Gualco found scent packs commonly used by drug traffickers to mask and remove the odor of
marijuana. ' |

.F.  Search of PA'I‘EL’s Lear]et

38.  Following the searches of Suite D and the Granite Bay Res1dence law enforcement

continued to investigate PATEL and learned that his Learjet had landed in Sacramento on June 9, 2019.

PATEL’s Learjet was beheved fo be at Mather Air Field in Sacramento County. A flight plan for the
Learjet indicated that it would be in Sacramento for apprommately 4 days before departmg for the East
Coast on June 13, 2019. The flight plan showed the Learjet was scheduled to fly to Colorado, then .
Illinois, and then New J otsoy. . o |

39. OnlJune 13 2019, PCSD detec’uves conducted surveﬂlance at Hangar #2 at 10510
Superfortress Avenue at Mather Field Airport in Sacramento County At 10 15 am, Detective Gualco
amved at Mather Field and saw the doors open to the hangar Where the Learj et was parked. The ground
crew appeared to be getting ready to pull the plane out, but then left and closed the hangar door. As they
conducted surveillance, detectives observed two males and two Vehlcles near the hangar. The vehicles
were a Dodge Caravan bearing Cahforma license plate 8EDV674 (heremafter the “Dodge™), and Nissan
Maxima beanng New Jersey plate Y71IMR (hereinafter, the “Nissan). The Nissan, which was
regmtered to Cho was prewously observed by detectives at the Granite Bay Residence.

40. At apprommately 11:15 a.m., one of the two males, later identified as |||  GN
— exited the Nissan, which was parked near the Hangar #2, and walked into the |
Hengar #2. Jemained 1n51de Hangar # 2 for & few minutes and then walked back out to the Nissan.

At approximately 12:00 pm, Detectlve Gualco saw the target hangar door open, and the Dodge drove out
of the hangar and exited the tarmac from the gate néar the hangars. The Dodge pulled up next.to the

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 14
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Nissan and l;AT’EL exited the driver’s seat of the Dodge. .exited the dri'v'er’s seat of the Nissan.
After ta]kmg for a few minﬁtes, PATEL got into the driver’s seat of the Nissan and- got into the-
driver’s seat of the Dodge. PATEL pulled out first in the Nissan and -foﬂowed behind him inthe
Dodge. El j)orado County Sheriff’s Detective Roberts conducted a yehicle enforcement stop on PATEL
and PCSD Detectives Lyssand and G‘ualco stopped .ust down the road from Mather Field.

41. "AsPCSD Doteottves Lyssand and Gualco approached the passenger side of the Dodge to
contact - the detectives each smelled the od01 of marijuana coming; from the vehlcle B stated the
vehicle did not belong to him and he Was driving for a friend. ‘When Detective Gualco asked -Who A
e s driving for, he was initially very vague, but later admitted it was PATEL. Detective Gualco

asked about What Was inside the vehicle and [JJstated he was not sure. -admitted to Detective
Lyssand that ke was staying at the Granite Bay Res1dence and was going back there with PATEL -
told Detective Lyssand that he believed he was in a legal manjuana business with PATEL.

42. F ollowmg a posmve K9 alert, law enforcement searched the Dodge and found three laxge
boxes ih tho trunk. ‘Two of the boxes had commercially packaged marijuana products ms1de of them,
and the third box had clear plastic bago with a green leafy substance that appeared to be ma.rijuana. In
total, the Dodge contained 877 individual packets of marijuana, each weighing aoproximately 7 grams;
and 9 vacuum sealed bags of marijuana, weighing approximately 1 pound each;‘. additional smaller bags
of suspected marijuana were also found. )

43. = EDSO Detective Roberts stopped PATEL’s N1ssan and told PATEL that he was subj ect
to an arrest warrant (issued out.of El Dorado County, as explained in § 27).. Z?A’I“EL asked if the arrest
warrant was “federal or state.” Deteoﬁire Roberts then searched PATEL and foun& a BMW key m the
right front pocket of his jeans. In the Nissan’o trunk, Detective Roberts located two Ganja Gold vape
pen cartridgo boxes with one firll vape pen cartridge. The 1abel on the packaging said the cartridge .
con’oained marijuana. ; ‘ o ‘ ' ’

44,  Law enforcement subsequenﬂy obtained an executed a warrant for Hangar #2, which
housed the Learjet 25D and Patel’s BMW I8, Inside the Lealjet detecﬁves found a white envelope
with the marking “B&H (6K)” written in black sharple on the extenor $6,000. cash was found inside of
the white envelope. A further search of the Learjet resulted in the selzure of approximately 47 boxes

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 15
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and odor concealer. The boxes contained vacuum sealed marijuana bud, containers of dried marijuana
bud i1 commercial packaging, vape pens with concentrated cannabis in commercial packaging, and -
' concentrated cannabis edibles. In total, 181.51 net pounds of dried marijuana and 18.41 net pounds of

concentrated cannabis were seized from the Learjet.

45.  The Learjet pilots,— were contacted when they tried to
access Hangar #2. — said they were contract pilots hired to fly the Leatjet and .
PATEL to Morris Town, New Jersey.’ | sa1d he flew PATEL to and from Morzis Town, New

Jersey apprommately 10 12 times in 2018 and 5-6 times in 2019. -also said that he had flown

PATELto Houston, Texas on another occasion.

46. | so cxplained that he first flew for PATEL on February 27, 2017, and that he
averaged 1-2 flights per month in the Learjet. PATEL paid -for each flight in cash. -
-ecalled ﬂying PATEL from California to New J exsey with the Learj et full of what he described
as suspicious boxes or caigo apprommately six different times. _said that on two occasions,'

PATEL made a last mmute decision not to travel with his cargo. PATEL had also prov1ded speo1ﬂc

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT "16
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dlrecnons not to allowy any search of the Learjet during fuel stops without consulting him.
| 47. _also provided a specific trip summary for PATEL’S jet from February 2018
The summary states that the company is “Sentwnt Law Grroup, P.C.” (Patel’s law firm in New York) and

'that the plane was scheduled to fly from Jacksonville, FL to Havana, Cuba, on February 7,2018 and’

then from Havana to Ft. Lauderdale, FL on February 12, 2018. Patel and four ofher men (.
_) were listed as passengers on each flight leg.
IR < ploincd that PATEL preséured him to fly thavana, despite the fact that he did not have
the proper paperwork or authority to do so. -refuéed to fly thg plane t.o Cuba affer engaging in -
a verbal 'disag;reenient with PATEL. _also recalled flying PATEL to Oiegon for meetings, and
said that PATEL also rented a hangar in Hayward until approximately one year prior, when he began
renting Hangar #2 at Mather. ‘

G. . Search of Sacramento Industrial Building Connected to PATEL
48. PCSD Detec’uve Gualco also connécted PATEL to 8178 Belvedere Avenue, Sacramento, -

CA (hereinafter, “Belvedere Avenue™), as eatly as October 23, 2018. PATEL was connected to 8178
Belvedere Avenue through: (1) the grey Sprinter van discussed above, and (2) documents for the
machinery used to produce marijuana coﬁéentrate at the Granite Bay Residence. .

49.  OnMay 11, 2019, Placer County Detectives Lyssand and Gualco conducted surveillan,ce. '
at Belvedere Avenue. Detective Gualco spoke with an elderly male who was working at an adjacent
building. The male said that the entize warehouse was a commercial style marijuana grow and
numéfous vehicles Would be in and out throughout the day. Detectives Lyssand 2 and Gualco then set up
to observe the vehicles entermg and existing the commer01a1 grow space at Belvedere Avenue.

5 0‘. Detective Gualco obseryed a grey Ford F-150, Cahforma hcense 83953J2 owned by an-
individual named - Detective Lyssand viewed the DMV photo graph of -and confirmed
he s‘aw -exit the Ford. There were several large boxes in the back of the pickup. -éntered

Belvedere Avenue and exifed within minutes with several other white male adults and the group

unloaded the boxes. Detective Lyssand also éaW -pick up a large tank thdt appeared to be some

sort of liquid fertilizer. The group, including il entered and exited Belvedere Avenue more than 4
times within an hour pe’ﬁod. '

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT 17
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51.

PCSD Detective conducted further investigation into the occupants of Belvedere Avenue.

On July 2, 2019, the following mformatlon was provided by an employee of the, City of Sacramento s

Office of Cannabis Pohoy and Enforcement:

a)

b)

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT

An individual named - applied for three cannabis Business
Opérating Permits, at Belvedere Avénue, as follows: Culﬁvaﬁon? Suite A/B, 3/2/2018;
Manufacturing, Suite F, 5/24/201 8; Distribution, Suite A/B 11/28/2018. Duetoa

" contractor’s complaint, the Sacramento Fire Department and Office of Cannabis Policy

and Enforcement attempted to inspect the site on Fébruary 13, 2019. No one answered at
the door, so the City‘reached out to the contact listed on the appﬁcaﬁon, _
who informed them that no one in the area had a key to the building. However, it
appeared to the City inspectors that someone was possibly inside sﬁi’ce A. They' reached

out to the building owner wl_lo informed them that he was in the Bay Area. -

' _ informed them that they would have to fly PATEL from New York.as he was
the only person who had a key to the building. A meeting with PATEL at Belvedere

Avenue was set for the next day, February 14, 2019. ‘That night, at approximately 6 pro,
the C1ty of Sacramento’s Office of Cannabis Policy and Enfor¢ement returned to the
building. They observed active lighting in Suite A anda heavyset white male moving ‘

large black trash bags around inside.

~ On Fnday, February 14, 2019, PATEL arrived around 10:00 am and provided access to

Belvedere Avenue Suites A, B, and F. The suites were largely empty except for a lot of
trash. PATEL gave them verbal approval to search the garbage. _ .
Sacramento Fire Department took photographs and it appeared there was evidence of
cannabis vape cariridge production aﬁd other evidence indicating that there was likely
extraction occurring in at least one of the suites. |

The Office of Cannabis Policy and Enforcement formally notified the apphcant that two
of the applications for cannabis operating permits would be demed on June 3,2019. The
Office of Cannabis Policy and Enforcement spoke with PATEL over the phone at 12 07
pm on June 10, 2019 and they discussed tha? appeal process. PATEL submitted an appeal
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52.

law violations after law enforoement drscovered the illegal cannabis lab at Suite D. Following Tyler
McClean’s and Healy’s arrests, but before he was personally arrested on June 13, 2019, PATEL went to
the El Dorado County jail and identified himself as the attorney for both Tyler McClean and Kevin
Healy According to jail records PATEL visited the jail on May 15, May 19, May 20 and June 10,
2019 Based on PATEL’s identification as their attorney, he was able to meet with Tyler MeClean and
Kevm Healyina nqn—recorded setfing during each visit. According to the California Bar website

jdentifying attorneys licensed in the state, PATEL is not a licensed attorney in California.

53.

Suite D’s tenarits. - stated the following:

a)

b)

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT

. onJune 12 2019. Since then, —PATEL’S partner at Sentient Law

* the security deposit back. In a text message, . PATEL told —that erham '

Group in New York, appears to have taken over the appeal process

PATEL’s visits to the El Dorado Jail and Law. Enforcement’s Subsequenf
Interviews Related to the Cannabls Y.ab found at Suite D.

As described above in 27, Tyler McClean and Kevin Healy were arrested on state drug

On June 12, 2019, law enforcement spoke to - about his involvement with

_called PATEL after the May 13, 2019 search at Suite D On or about f %
oy =N

May.20, 2019, PATEL returned the phone call and asked NGNGB e coud tour
fhe property that day. _agreed’ and facilitated the tour with himself,
PATEL and the property' owner the same day. During the tour, PATEL. acted surprised
about the marijuana productmn equrpment and mlscellaneous items remammg in Suite D

after the May 13 2019 search. @TEL requested penmssron to hire a moving company. '
to remove the remaining Thes\r ems from Suite D. In the days followmg, a movmg /%
company went to Suite D to remove all the 1tems left inside after the search.

-also told law enforcement that PATEL text messaged him about returning -

McClean asked PATEL to argue for the depos1t back. PATEL asked 1f they could “come
to an agreement without gettmg litigious,” and claJmed William McClean was mnocent”
in the matter. PATEL said that William MecClear’s brother, Tyler McClean, put William'

McClean in a precarious position, and described the matter as “an overall disaster.” A
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series of text messages followed, in which PATEL discussed the recovery of the security

deposit-and various other expenses related to Suite D’s occupancy.

On June 12, 2019, law enforcement mterv1ewed - the property

manager’s secretary, who said -recalled conversing with two men, identifying William McClean and
his attorney, PATEL, by name. —recalled the followﬁg concerning -interacﬁohs with

PATEL and Williarn McLean:

2)

b)

d

55.

. Their conversations began via phone in late April 2019 and the pair was interééted in
1easmg a warehouse-type commercial business space managed by her company.

_nteracted with PA’IEL and McLean several times and they represented to
B - the commeroial space was needed to build, install, and fabricate metal
shelving for their business, BKM Contracting, LLC. - - '

-eca]led meeting in person with _and PATEL and

William MecClean on April 23, 2019. William McClean indicated that he was the

business owner, and PATEL represented himself as McClean’s lawyer. [ R I

recalled that both men drove what appeared to be éxtremely expensive cars:

On April 23, 2019, PATEL and William McClean toured Suite D, and William inspected
Suite D’s electrical box. [N s>id that both appeared pleased with Suite D and

verbally agreed to lease it. _draﬁed the lease and began communicating
with PATEL and William McClean via email, with the lease being executed via “Docu-

sign,” a service that facilitates signaturés via mobile applications and email.

Orvor about April 29, 2019, the rental contract was finalized, and PATEL picked up the

keys to Suite D. _
On June 12, 2019, law enforcement spoke to. -Business owner ata

I o Suite D. —told law enforcement the following:

2)

AFRIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT

I - o-«in - the day the potenﬁal new tenants toured Sm’ce D
[believed to be April 23, 2019, as described in | 5 4(ci9] _observed two new
expensive BMW’s pull up, which were driven by two men. [N described one
of the vehicles as a BMW I-8 hybrid sports car. ' i said that s intrigued by the
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BMW 1-8, 50 . mtroduced-to the drivei and briefly spoke to . —
identified PATEL as the driver of the BMW I-8.
(

b)*  When the lease started on May 1, 2019, —)bserved multlple males in their
 twenties and thirties showing up at Suite D at odd hours of the, day. Hlsaid that the

males often changed their clothes before entering the business, and recalled seeing a new
Sprinter type van coming and going from the property. — said that when the
Sprinfer van arrived, it would go to the garage door and immediately go inside of the
prop‘ert‘y The Sprintef van typicélly stayed for sliort periods of time. _ said

- that when the van showed up, he would smell the distinct odor of matijuana.

—also observed that the doors to thc property remained closed and the blinds
were kept shut. - said that. saw PATEL at the business a total of three |
’mmes, and when he came to the busmess PATEL would not park his vehlcle in Sulte D’s
assigned parking. —interpretcd this as an attempt to distance himself from

possible law enforcement inveéstigations.

VI. . CONCLUSION

56.  Based on the foregoing, I be}ieve that ﬁrobable cause exists to believe that Manish
PATEL, has committed violations of Title 21 U.S.C §§ 846, 841(a)(1) (Conspiracy to Possess with
Infent to Distribute Marijuané ‘P'lant's and Tetrahydrocannabinols contained in Hashish Oil), and Title 21
US.C. § 84}1 (a)(1) (Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana Plants and Tetrahydrocannabinols
contained in Hashish Ol). '

VI  SEALING REQUEST
57. The United States requests that the Court order this warrant affidavit and .all‘

accompanyiﬁg. filings be kept under seal until further order of the Court. The affiant states that the
criminal investigation against Manish PATEL and others is continuing, and further interviews, grand
jury appearances, and search warrants are contemplated. Disclosure of the contents of this afﬁciavit,
could seriously impede the investigaﬁ'on by disclosing details of the gove@ent's investigation. The

targets and subjects of the investigation would be able to leatn some of the present extent of the

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF COMPLAINT . 21
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government's knowledge. Accordingly, the affiant requests that the Court issue an order sealing this

affidavit until further order of this Cout.

1 swear, under the penalty of perjury, that the foregoing information is true and correct to the best

of my knowledge, information, and belief.

Joshua Matas
Special Agenf
Drug Enforcerient Administration

Approved as to form:

‘Vlncenza Rabemn

Kevin C. Khasigian
Assistant United States Attomeys

Sworn and Subscribed to-me on August 14,2019,

Umted States Maglstrate Judge
Eastern District of California
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