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PHILLIP A. TALBERT ' : : F I L E D

Acting United States Attorney

JOSEPHD. BARTON - _ :
Assistant United States Attorney '

2500 Tulare Street, Suite 4401 » JuL 2 0 2021
Fresno, CA 93721

Telephone: (559) 497-4000 " CLERK US. DISTRICT COU
Facsimile: (559) 497-4099 . By EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFg-RerA
DEPUTY CLERK

Attorneys for Plaintiff
United States of America

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, cAsENO. | -V &V~ D91QB-DAD- B
Plaintiff, PLEA AGREEMENT -
. | DATE:
: TIME:
RALPH HACKETT, | COURT: Hon. DALE A. DROZD
Defendant,
L INTRODUCTION

A. Scope of Agreement,
The Information in this case charges the defendant, RALPH HACKETT, with one count of

aiding and abetting mail fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 2. This document contains the
complete Plea Agreement between t:he United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of
California (the “government™) and the defendant regarding this case. This Plea Agreement is limited to
the United States Attomey s Office for the Eastern District of California and cannot bind any other
federal, state, or local prosecuting, administrative, or regulatory author1t1es

B. Court Not a Party.

e
The Court is not a party to this Plea Agreement. Sentencing is a matter solely within the

discretion of the Court and the Court may take into consideration any and all facts and circumstances
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.ooncerning the criminal activities of the defendant, including activities which may not have been
charged in the Information. The Court is under no obligation to accept any recommendations made by

the government, arid the Court may in its discretion impose any sentence it deems appropriate up to and

| including the statutory maximum established by statute and stated in this Plea Agreement.

If the Court should impose any sentence up to the maximum established by statute, the defendant
cannot, for that reason alone, withdraw his guilty plea, and he will re;nain bound to fulfill all of the
obligations under this Plea Agreement. The aefendant understands neither the prosecutor, defense
counseI, nor the Court can make a binding preaiction or promise regarding the sentence he receives.

| I.  DEFENDANT’S OBLIGATIONS

A. Guilty Plea. - o

The defendant will plead guilty to one count of aiding and abetting mail fraud in violation of 18
U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 2. The defendant agrees that he is in fact guilty of this crime and that the facts set
forth in the Factual Basis for Plea attached hereto as Exhibit A are accurate.

“The defendant agrees that this Plea Agreement w1ll be filed with the Court and become a part of
the record of the case. The defendant understands-and ‘agrees that he will not be allowed to withdraw hlS
plea should the Court not follow the government’s sentencing recommendations.

The defendant agrees that the statements made by him in signing this Plea Agreement, including
the factual admissions set. forth in the Factual Basis for Plea attached hereto as Exhibit A, shall be
admissible and useable against the defendant by the government in any subsequent criminal or civil
proceedings, even if the defendant fails to enter a guiify plea pursuant to this Plea Agreement. The
defendant waives any rights under Fed. R. Crim. P. 1 1(6 and Fed. R. Evid. 410, to the extent that these
rules are inconsistent\with this' Pardgraph or with this Plea Agreement genenally. |

_ The defendant écknowledges that, under the United States ,Constitut'ion, he is entitled te be
indicted by a Grand Jury on the charge to which he is pleading guilty and that ptirsuant to Fed. R. Crim.
P. 7(b) he agrees to Waive any and all nights he has to being prosecuted by Indictment to the chargeset
forth in the Information. The defendant aérees that at a time set by the Court, he will' sign a written

Waiver of Prosecution by Indictment and consent to proceed by Information rather than by Indictment.
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B.  Restitution, 7

The defendant ag?ees that his conduct is governed by the Mandatory Restitution Act pursuant to
18 U.S.C. § 3663A(c)(1)(A)(ii) and agrees to pay restitution of $656,834 to the victims affected by his
crime. The defendant further ag;ees th?.t he will not seek to di-sch‘ax;ge any restitution oblig'ation or any
part of such obliga‘tion in ahy bankruptcy proceeding. Paymient of restitution shall occur priot to the
defendant’s sentenping. The defendant understands that this Plea Agreemenf is voidable at the option of
the government if he fails to pay the stipulated restitution amount prior to his sentencing.

C.. Fine.

. ) -~
The parties agree that no fine is appropriate.
k .

D. Sp' ecial Assessment,

The defendant agrees to pay a special assessment of-$IOO at the time of sentencing by délivering
a check or money order payable to the United States District Court to the United States Probation Office
immediately before the sentencing hea.ring. The defendant ;ndcrstarids that this Plea Agreement isy
voidable at the option of the government if he fails to pay the assessment prior to that hearing.' |

E. Violation of Plea Agreehlent by Defendant and. Wit_hdrawal of Plea.

If the defendant, cooperating or not, violates this Plea Agreement in any way, withdraws his
plea, or tries to withdraw his plea, this Plea Agrecmcnt is voidable at the option of the governiment. If
the government elects to void the agreement based on the defendant’s violation, the government will no
longer be bound by its represéntations to the defendant conc‘:erﬁingr the limits on cfiminal prosecution
and sentencing as sé’; forth herein. | A defendant violatés aplea agr'eelment by committing any crime or
providing or procuring any statement or testimony which is knowingly false, misleéding,- or materially
incomplete in any li‘tigation or sentencing process in this case, or engéging in any pdst—plea conduct
constituting obstru‘(;fion of justice. Varyiﬂng from stipulated United Statés Séntencing Guidelines
(“USSG”) application or agreements regarding argﬁments agto 18 U.S.C. § 3553, as set forth in this
Plea Agreement, personall'y or through counsel, also constitutes a violation of the Plea Agreement, The
govern-ment also shall have the right to: (1) prosecute the defendant on the céunt to which he is pleading

. i J .
guilty; (2) reinstate any counts that may be dismissed pursuant to this Plea Agreement; and (3) file any.

‘new charges that would otherwise be barred by this Plea Agreement. The defendant shall thereafter be

3
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subject to prosecution for any federal criminal violation of which-the government has knovxlfledge. The .
decision to pursue any of these options is so\lely in the discretion of the United States Attorne'y’s Office.
By SIgnmg this. Plea Agreement, the defendant agrees to waive any objections, motions, and
defenses that the defendant might have to the govemment’s dec151on Any prosecutlons that are not
time-barred by the apphcable statute of limitations as.of the date of this Plea Agreement or that are
otherwise permltted by agreements to waive the statute of lithitations made herein may be commenced

in accordance w1th this Paragraph E notw1thstandmg the explratlon of the statute of Ilmltanons between

the signing of this Plea Agreement and the commencement of any such prosecutions. The defendant

agrees not to raise any obJectlons based on the passage of time wrth respect to such counts lncludmg, but
not limited to, any statutes of hmrtatlon or any Ob_] ections based on the Speedx Trial Act or the Speedy
Trial Clause of the Slxth Amendment to any counts that were riot time-barred as of the date of this Plea
Agreement or are otherwise pernitted by agreements to waive the statute of limitations made herein.
The determination whether defendant violated the Plea Agreement will be by a probable cause standard.
In addition, (1) all statements made by the defendant to the government or other designated law
enforcement agents or any testlmony grven by the defendant before a Grand Jury or other tribunal,
whether before or after this Plea Agreement shall be admissible in evidence i in any criminal, civil, or

administrative proceedings hereafter.brought against the defendant by the government; and (2) the

defendant shal_l assert rio claim under the United States Constitution, any statute, Fed. R. Crim. P. 11(f),

Fed. Rule Evid. 410, or any other federal rule, that statements made by the defendant before or after this

Plea Agreement, or any leads derived therefrom, should be suppressed. By signing this Plea Agreement, -

the defendant waives any and all rights in the foregoing respects.

F. Agreement to Cooperate, |

The defendant agrees to cooperate fully with the government and any other federal, state, or local
law enforcement- agency, as directed by the government. As used in this plea agreement, “cooperation”
requires the defendant to: (1) respond truthfully and completely to all questions, v\vhether in interviews,

in correspondence, telephone conversations, before a grand jury, or at any trial orother court

proceeding; (2) attend all meetings, grand jury" sessions, trials, and other proceedings at which the

defendant’s presence is requested by the government of compelled by subpoena or court order; )]

4
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produce'any and all non-attornéy-client prﬁ/ileged documents, records, or other tangible evidence
requested by the-government; (4) not participate in any criminal activity while cooperzi_ting with the
government; and (5) disclds_e to the government the existence and status cﬁ’ all money, property, or
assets, of any kind, derived from or acquired as a result of, or used to facilitate the com.mission of, the
defendant’s illegal activities or the illegal activities of any congpirators. '

II. . THE GOVERNMENT’S OBLIGATIONS

- Dismissals and Other Charges.

The government agrees not to bring any other charges against the defendant arising from the

conduct outlined in the Factual Basis for Plea attached hereto as Exhibit A except if this Plea Agreement
is voided as set forth herein, or as provided in Paragraphs ILE (Violation of Plea Agreement by
Defendant and Withdrawal of Plea), III.B.3 (Reduction of Sentence for _Coopcratiph), VLB (Stipulated
USSG Calculations), and VIL.C (Waiver of Appeal and Collateral Attack) .of this Plea Agreemen’c;
_B. Recommendations. | 4
1. | Incarcération Range.

The governmént will recommend that the defendant be sentenced to no greater than the middle

of the applicable guideline range as-determined by the Court. \
2. _Acceptagp'e of Responsibility.

The government will recommend a twd—leVel'reduction (if the offense level is less than 16) or a
three-level reduction (if the offense level reaches 16) in the computation of his offense level if the
defendant clearly demonstrates acceptance of responsibility for his conduct as defined in USSG § 3E1.1.
This includes the defendant meeting with and assisting the I;robation officer iﬁ the preparation of the '
pre-sentence report, being truthful and ‘cahdid with thé probation officer, and not otherwise engaging in
conduct that constitutes obstruction of justice within the meaning of USSG § 3C1. l; either in the;
preparation of the pre-sentence-report or during the sentencing proceéding. ‘

3. Reduction of Se.:ntence for Cooper‘aﬁon.

The government agrees to recommend at the time of sentencing that the defendant’s sentence of

imprisonment or confinement of any type be reduced by'.up to 50 percent of the applicable USSG

sentence if he provides substantia] assistance to the government pursuant to USSG § 5K1.1, The

5 -




S wWN

O 0 3 N W

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28

Case 1:21-cr-00188-DAD-BAM Document 3 Filed 07/20/21 Page 6 of 14

EAN

defendant understands he must comply with Paragraph ILF and not violate this Plea Agreement as set
forth in Paragraph ILE, The defendant understands it is within the sole and exclusive discretion of the
govemn:lent to determine whether the defendant has provided substantial assistance. -

The defendant understandé that the government mayb recommend a reduction in his sentence of
less than 50 percent or no reduction at all depending on the level of assistance the gov.emment
determines the defenaant has pfovided.

The defendant understands that a motion pursuant to USSG § SK1.1 is only a recommendation
and is not binding on‘the Court, that this Plea Agreement confers no right upon the defendant to require
that the government make a USSG § 5K 1.1 motion, and that this Plea Agreement confers no remedy
upon the defendant in the e\./ent that the government declines to make a USSG § 5K1.1 motion. In
particular, the defendaet agrees not to try to file a motion to withdraw his guilty plea based on the fact
that the government decides not to recommend a sentence reductien or recommends a sentence
reduction less than the defendant thinks is appropriate. '

If the government determines that the defendant has provided further cooperation within one
year foﬂowing sentencing, the government may move for a further reduetion of his sentence Ieursuant 1o

i _ ; . A _

Fed. R. Crim. Proc. 35.

C. Use of Information for Sentencing.

The government is free. to pfovid,e full and accurate information to the Court and Probation,
including answering any inquiries made by the Co\urt or Probation and rebutting ahy inaccurate
statements or arguments by the defendant, his attorney, Probation, or the Court. The defendant also
understands and agrees that nothing in this Plea Agreement bars the government from defending on

appeal or collateral review any sentence that the Court may impose.

Iv. ELEMENTS OF THE OFFENSE '
At a trial, the government v\./ould ha\;e to prove beyond a reasonable doubt the following
elements to convict a defendant of mail fraud i;a violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1341:
e Defendant knowingly partieipated in, devised, or intended to devise a scheme or plan to
defraud, or a scheme or plan for obtaining money or property, by means of false or .

fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises,

6
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o ' Statements made as part of the scheme were material, that is, they had a natural tendency

* to influence, or were capable of influencing, a person to part with money or property,

¢ Defendant acted with the intent to defraud, that is, with intent to deceive and cheat, and
s - Defendant used, or caused to be used, the mails to carry out or attempt to carry out an

_, cssential part of the scheme.

See 18 U.S.C. § 1341; Model Crim. Jury Instr. 9th Cir. 8:121 (2021),

A defendant may be found guilty of the crime of miail fraud even if the defendant did not commlt
|

the act or acts constituting the crime but aided and abetted the commlssmn of the crime. To aid and abet

| means to intentionally help someone else commit the crime, At trial, the government would have to

prove beyond a reasonable doubt the following elements of the offense to which the, defendant is
pleading guilty —aiding and abetting mail fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 2:
» Someone else committed the crime of mail fraud.in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1341;

» Defendant aided, ‘co‘unseled_, commanded, induced, or procured that person with respect
to at least one.element of tne “cri‘r_né of Imai}l fraud;

» Defendant acted with the intent to facilitate the crime of mail frand; and

. . . Defendant-acted before the crime of mail fraud was cofnpleted.

See 18 U.S.C. § 2; Model Crim. Jury Instr. 9th Cir. 5.1 (2021). The defendant fully understands the

nature and elements of the crime charged in .the' Informafion to which he is pleading guilty, together with

the possible defenses therefo, and has discussed them with his attbrney.

V. MAXIMUM SENTENCE

A. Maximum Penalty.

The maximum sentence that the Court can imfnose is 20 years: of incarceration, a fine of
$250,000, a three-year period of supervised release, and a special assessment of $100. By signing this
Plea Agreement, the dgfendant agrees that the Court can order tne payment of restitution for the full loss
caused by the défendant’s wrongful conduct. The defendant agrees that the restitution order is not
restricted to the amounts alleged in the specific count to which he is pleading guilty. The dcféndént
further agrees, as noted above, that he will not attémpt to discharge in any present or future bankruptcy °

proceeding any restitution imposed by the Court.
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B. Violations of Supervised Release,

The defendant understands that if he violates a condition of supervised release at any time during

the term of supervised release, the Court may revoke the term of supervised release and require the

defendant to serve up to two additional years imprisonment.

. !
VI. SENTENCING DETERMINATION -

. A. Statutorv Authorltv

The defendant understands that the Court must consult the USSG and must take them into
account when determining a final sentence. The defendant understands that the Court will determine a
non- bmdrng and advisory guldelme sentencmg range for this case pursuant to the USSG and must take

them into account when determrmng a final sentence. The defendant further understands that the Court

will consider whether there is a basis for departure from the guideline sentencing range (either above or

below the guideline sentencing range) because there ekists an aggravating or mitigating circumstance of
a kind, orto a degree, not adequately taken into eensiderarion by the Sentencing Commission in
formulating the USSG The defendant further understands that the Court, after consultation and
consrderatron of the USSG must impose a sentence that is reasonable in llght of the factors set forth in
18 U.S. C § 3553(a). /

- B. Stlpulated USSG Calculations.

" The government and the defendant agree that there is no material-dispute as to the following
sentencmg guidelines varrables and therefore stipulate to the followmg
- L. Base Offense Level: 7 |
2. Loss Amount: +14 (loss over $5§b,000)
3. Role in the Offense Adjustment: -
a. +2 for aggravating role pursuant to USSQ_§ 3B1.1(c), and
b.  +2 for abuse of position of trust bursuant to USSG §,3Bl 3
Adj usted Offense Level: 25, before any potential reductions as provided herein
| Accep‘tance of Responsibility: See paragraph II1.B.2
Criminal Histoty Category: I '

Ny A

Departures or Other Enhancements or Reductions:

8
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.
The parties agree that they will not seek or argue in support of any. other specific offense - '
characteristics, Chapter Thrée adjustments (other than the decrease for “Acceptance of Responéibility”),
or cross-references except that the government may move for a departure or an adjustment based on the
defendant’s cooperation pursuant to USSG § 5K1.1 or post—plea obstruction of justice pursuant to USSG
§3CI1.1). Both parties agree not to move for, or argue in support of, any departures from the USSG.

" The government will recommend that thevdefendant be sentenced to no greater than the middle
of the applicable guideline range as determined by the Court. The defendant is free to recommend to the
Court fvthatever sentence he believes is appropriate under 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a). Tne defendant is also
free to recommend all sentencing options under USSG §§ 5F1.1 through 5F1.8. -

" VIL - WAIVERS

A. Walver of Statute of leltatlons

The defendant understands that he has aright under 18 U.S.C. § 3282 to have the crlmmal |
charges resolved_by this Plea Agreement brought within five years of the commission of the underlying
offenses_. The defendant acknowledges that he previously requested the opportunity to confer with the
government, and conduct investigation and legal research, prior to any charges being ﬁledl]and in
furtheranee of 2 potential pre-indictment resolution of any charges. The defendant agrees to‘\')vaive any
and all rights. that he may naye to move to dismiss, or otherwise challenge, the single count charged in
the ._Infon_nation filed against him, which alleges that he aided and abetted SIHOTA’S commission of -
mail fraud in connection with her fraudulent crop‘insurance claim for table grapes for the crop yeat 2013
in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 2, on the basis of the running of the statute of limitations through
the date of his séntencing. The defendant also agrees to walve any and all rlghts that he may have to
move to dismiss, or otherwxse challenge, any other crlmmal charges arising from the conduct outlined in
the Factual Basis for Plea attaehed hereto as Exhibit A t_hat ‘could have been filed 'agamst him on the
basis of the running of the statute of limitations, that have not run as of February 12, 2021, from
February 12, 202'1, through the date of hi_s sentencing.

B. ‘Waiver of Constitutional Rights,

The defendant understands that by pleading guilty he is waiving the following constittitional
rights: (1) to plead not guilty and to persist in that plea if already made; (2) to be tried by a jury; (3) to -
9




[\

W 0 N & U AW

10

11

12
13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
$ 23

24
25
26
27
28

Case 1:21-cr-00188-DAD-BAM Document 3 Filed 07/20/21 Page 10 of 14

be assisted at trial by an attorney, who would be appointed if necessary; (4) to pursue any affirmative
defenses, Fourth Amendment or Fifth Amendment claims, constitutional challenges to the statutes of
conviction, and other pretrial motions that have been filed or could be filed; (5) to subpoena w1tnesses to
testify on his behalf, (6) to confront and cross-examine witnesses against him; and (7) not to be
corripelled to incriminate himself. |

C. Waiver of Appeal and Collateral Attack.

. The defendant understands that the law gives the defendant a right to appeal his guilty plea,

conviction, and sentence. The defendant agrees as part of his plea, however, to give up ihe right to-
appeal the guilty plea, conviction, and the sentence imposed in this case as long as the sentence does not
exceed the statutory maximum for the offense to which he is pleading guilty. The defendant -
understands that this waiver includes, but i 1s not limited to, any and all constitutional or legal challenges
to the defendant s conviction and guilty plea including arguments that the statutes to which defendant is
pleadmg guilty are unconstitutional, and any and all claims that the statement of facts attached to this
Plea Agreement is insufficient to support the defendant’s plea of guilty. The defendant spec1ﬁcally
gives up the right to appeal any order of restitution the Court may impose.

Notwithstanding the defendant’s waiver of appeal, the defendant will retain the right to appeal if
one of the following circumstances occurs: (l) the sentence imposed by the District Court exceeds the
statutory maximum; or (2) the government appeals the sentence in the case. The defendant understands
that these circumstances occur infreciuently and that in almost ail cases this Plea Agreement eonstitutes a
complete waiver of all-appellate rights.

In addition, regardless of the sentence the defendant receives, the defendant also gives up any
right to'bring a collateral attack, including a m,o'tion under 28 U.S.C. §§ 2255 or 2241, challenging any
aspect of the guilty plea, con\\'iction, or sentence, except for non-waivable claims. |

Notwithstanding the government’s agreements in Paragraph II1.A above, if the defendant ever
attempts to vacate his _plea, dismiss the underlying charge, or modify or set aside his sentence on the |
count to which he is pleading guilty, the government shall have the rights set forth in Paragraph IL.E of

this Plea Agreement.

10
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D. Waiver of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs.

_ The defendant agrees to waive all rights under the “Hyde Amendment,” Section 617, P.L. 105-
119 (Nov. 26, 1997), to recover attorneys’ fees or other litigation expenses in connection with the
investigation and prosecution of all charges in the above-captioned mater and of any related allegations.

E. Impact of Plea on Defendant’s Immigration Status.

Defendant recognizes that pleading guilty may have consequences vs'/ith respect to his -
immigration status if he is not a citizen of the U;lited States. Under federal law; a broad range of crimes
are removable offenses, including the offense to which the defendant is pleading guilty. Reﬁoval and. .
other immigration consequences are the subject of a separate proceeding, h;)wever, and def‘endant
understands that no one, including his attorney ;)r the district court, can predic;c toa certainty the effect
of his conviction on his immigratic'm status. Defendant nevertheless affirms that he wants to plead guilty
regardless of any immigration conse;quences thét his plea may entai l,, even if the consequence is his

automatic removal from the United States. -

VI~ ENTIRE PLEA AGREEMENT

"Other than this Plea Agreement, no agreement, understanding, promise, or condition between the
government and the defendant exists, nor will such agreement, understanding, promise, or éondiﬁion
exist unless it is committed to writing and signed by the defendant, counsel for the defendant, and
éounsel for the United States. .

"
"
/4

11




f
!

O 0w N &

22

25

27

W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24

26

28

Case 1:21-cr-001é8;DAD-BAM Document 3 Filed 07/20/21 Page 12 of 14

~

IX.  APPROVALS AND SIGNATURES
- Al Defense Couisel. |
I have read this Plea Agreement and have discussed it fully with my client. The Plea Agreement
accurately and completely sets forth the-entirety of the agreement. I concur in my client’s decision to

plead guilty as set forth in this Plea Agreement.

T

. , . WHALYAM C. HAAESY
’ , .~ Atforney for Def¢ndant Ralph Hackett

B. Defendant:

I have read this Plea Agreement and carefully reviewed every part of it with my attorney. I
understand it, and I voluntarily agree to it. Further, [ have consulted with my attorney and fully
understand my rights with respect to the provisions of the USSG that may apply}te my case. No other
promises or inducements have ‘been made to me, other than tnose contained in this Plea Agreement. In

addition, no one has threatened or forced me in any way to enter into this Plea Agreement Fmally, Tam

satisfied w1th e representation of my attorney in thls cagt
Dated:

/ ,

. C..  Attorney for United States:

Taccept and agree to this Plea Agree

Drsti A\ 9o\ AN

JOSEPH D. BARTON
Assistant United States Attorney

\
'

12
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EXHIBITA
FACTUAL BASIS FOR PLEA

Atall relevant times, deféndant RALPH HACKETT was a member and manager at
BROKER 1, which is a fruit broker with operations in the Sﬁte and Eastern District of California
and elsewhere. JATINDERJEET SIHOTA (“SIHOTA™) was a representative of and involved
with a farming operation in Frésno and Tulare Counties, in the State and Eastern District of |
Cal ifdfnia, that also invol\;ca her family members and others and operated under various names,
including, but not limited to, B.S., BX., B.S.F,, and SSS International.

| The farming operation produced table grapes, plums, and other cropé and many of those
crops were sold through BROKER I to third-party buyers. SIHOTA was the farmmg
operation’s primary point of contact for her lmmcdlate family members with BROKER 1.

The farming operation, along with certain relatlves, obtained crop insurance for at least
tables grapes, plums, and other crops .for crop years 2012 through 2015 through an insurance -
company. SIHOTA subsequently engaged in a crop insurance fraud scheme to obtain money
-fr.om that insurance cbmp’any. Defendant I;IACKETT' aided ana abetted. SIHOTA’s crop
insurance fraud scheme against that insurance compan.y‘

For example from on or about November 26, 2013, through on or about January 6, 2014
defendant HACKETT knowmgly caused altered records to be provided to STHOTA, at hcr

request, for table grapes that her farming operation produced and sold through BROKER 1 so

that she could make a fraudulent insurance claim for that crop for the crop year 2013. Defendant

HACKETT instructed an employee at BROKER 1, whom he supervised, to make the alterations
and send the altered.records back to SIHOTA. The employee did as was instructed. The altered
records uniie_rrcported the amount of table grapes that were ‘prqduced,by the f‘-'arming operation
and sold through BROKER 1 for the crop yeér. SIHOTA then cansed the altered records to be
submitted to fhc insurance company in support of the fraudulent insurance claim.

On or about December 10, 2013,,SI'IHO;FA ask_ed defendant HACKETT nvho the
insurance nompany should contact at BROKER 1 if they" hieed to get in touch. Thereafter,

defendant HACKETT identified the same employee at BROKER 1 as mentioned above to
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confirm the altered records for the insurance company. When the insur‘éncc company called the
employee, the employee verified the alterea records. \ |
Défenda_ni HACKETT and SIHOTA knew that these fraudulent misrepresentations
would be material to the insurance company. That is, they knew that the frapdulent
misrepreséntations would cause STHOTA’s fraudulent insurance claim to be approved and
insurance payments to be made to the farming.operation to which it was not entitled, particularly

if the true crop production numbers were provided. ' i

The assistance that defendant HACKETT gave to SIHOTA: caused the insurance

| company to make fraudulent insurance payments to her farming operation for at least table

grapes for crop year 2013. The insurance payments were made by checks sent to Fresno County,
Ca'lifomia, in the State and Eastern District of California, through the United States mail in and |
around February 2014. ' )

‘Defendant HACKETT novs) admits to the single couﬁt ch,arée_d in the I'nformation filed
-against him, which alleges that he aided and ‘ﬁbetted SIHOTA’S cofnmission of mail fraud in .
c‘onnec.:tion with her fraudulent crop insurance claim for table grapes for the érop year 2013 in
vi;\)latiop of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1341 and 2. Specifically, defendant HACKETT admits that he |
intended for his assistanice to facilitate SIHOTA’s crime, he gave his assistahce to-SIHOTA
before the crime was cOrﬁplete, and his assistance faqilitated the crime. Defendant HACKETT
further acknowledges that his aiding and abetting of SIHOTA’s crop i.ﬁsura'nce fraud scheme
resulted in financial losses to the insurance con\'lpany and others, in a loss ar‘n-qunt of $656,834,

for crop years 2012 through 2015.




