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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA * CRIMINAL NO.: 19-175
\Z * SECTION: “E”
TAURUS RUSSELL *
a/k/a “Scrappy”
* % *
FACTUAL BASIS

Defendant TAURUS RUSSELL, a/k/a “Scrappy,” (“RUSSELL”) has decided to enter a
plea of guilty to the Superseding Bill of Information in the above-captioned matter. Should this
matter have proceeded to trial, the United States would have proven the following facts beyond a
reasonable doubt through credible testimony and reliable evidence. The facts outlined herein
occurred within the jurisdiction of the Eastern District of Louisiana.

Agents with the Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) conducted an investigation
into the drug distribution activities of a group of individuals focated in and around the parishes of
Jefferson, Orleans, and St. Bernard. Agents identified the following individuals, among others,
who were members of a drug distribution conspiracy: RUSSELL, Thomas Landry, Corey Dunn,
Bobby Franklin, a/l/a “B-Trey,” a/k/a “Trey,” Corey Enclarde, a/k/a “Murda,” Demarco Ford,
Christopher Harris, a/k/a “Grove,” Romalis Harris, Michael Lewis, a/k/a “Michael Louis,” and

others.
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made parole. DEA agents identified “B-Trey” as co-conspirator Bobby Franklin. Dunn
acknowledged knowing Franklin and recently having sold RUSSELL cocaine hydrochloride.

As the conversation continued, RUSSELL stated, “Oh yeah, I’'m coming down there later
on. Get me a four and a half so you can get it ready.” Dunn replied, “Yeah, you told me. I got
you.” DEA agents correctly interpreted this communication to mean that RUSSELL was
negotiating the purchase of four and a half ounces of cocaine hydrochloride from Dunn. Dunn and
RUSSELL agreed to meet later that night. At approximately 9:48 p.m., RUSSELL contacted
Dunn to tell him that he was “pulling into the parking lot baby.” Agents established surveillance
and confirmed the meeting between RUSSELL and Dunn. At approximately 9:50 p.m.,
RUSSELL arrived at Dunn’s residence. RUSSELL exited his vehicle and went up the stairs to
Dunn’s apartment. RUSSELL entered the building. Upon exiting the apartment, RUSSELL was
in possession of four and a half ounces (126 grams) of cocaine hydrochloride.

The following day, RUSSELL contacted Dunn and stated, “Hey bruh, 1 just wanted to tell
you this. You hear me?” Man that shit was so good, dog...” Boy every dollar I get bxxxh you
gonna get it.” RUSSELL was complimenting Dunn on the quality of the cocaine hydrochloride
purchased the previous day.

During the month of July 2019, DEA agents intercepted two additional communications
between RUSSELL and Dunn. On July 28, 2019 and July 31, 2019 RUSSELL contacted Dunn
and negotiated the purchase of four and a half ounces (126 grams) of cocaine hydrochloride from
Dunn. These transactions occurred in a similar manner to the previous communications between

RUSSELL and Dunn.
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Sentencing Stipulation
For the purposes of sentencing only, the parties stipulate and agree that the defendant,
RUSSELL, is responsible for the following drug quantities through his own actions and the
reasonably foreseeable actions of his co-conspirators. The parties agree that RUSSELL is
responsible for conspiring to distribute and/or possess with the intent to distribute at least 500

grams, but less than 2 kilograms of cocaine hydrochloride.
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Limited Nature of Factual Basis
This proffer of evidence is not intended to constitute a complete statement of all facts
known by RUSSELL. Rather, it is a minimum statement of facts intended to prove the necessary
factual predicate for his guilty plea. The limited purpose of this proffer is to demonstrate that there

exists a sufficient legal basis for RUSSELL’s plea of guilty to the charged offenses.

READ AND APPROVED:
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