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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUR'T
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISTANA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA * CRIMINAL NO: 20-00016
V. * SECTEON: “D”
JOSEPH BROWN *
# # *

FACTUAL BASIS

The above-named defendant, Joseph Brown ("BROWN?), has agreed to plead putlty to
Counts | and 8 of the Indictment in the above caplioned case. Should this matter proceed to trial,
the United States would prove beyond a reasonable doubt, through credible testitmony, Title H1
wire and clectronic interceptions, videos, physical surveillance, GPS data, seizures of money,
drugs, fircarms, and other veliable evidence, the Tollowing fiacts. Unless stated otherwise, these
acts ocewred in the Eastern District of Louisiana:

During the time frame of the charged conspiracy, BROWN conspired with codefendants
Lionel COOLEY, Kendrick DEMOURELLE, Kevin GRAY, Blake MONROQE, aud others, to
distribute cocaine hydrochloride in the Fasern District of Louisiana, During this same period,
BROWN also conspired with COOLEY, DEMOURELLE, MONROF, and others, to distribute
cacnine base (“erack™) in the Eastern District of Louisiana, BROWN was a low-level associnte
who worked tor COOLEY, often running enands for him

This investigation began in early 2019 with controlied purchases ol small amounts of crack
cocaine from "N.B3." who lives in St. Tammany Parish. The Drug Enforcement Agency (“"DEA”)
worked up the drug supply chain to identify additional targets. During this yearlong investigation,

agents used approximalely seven court authorized Title 11 wiretaps on several of tie conspirators’
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cureney and suspected marijuana,! NOPD issucd DEMOURELLE a misdemeanor summons and
a wallic citation and he was released a short time later, The $50,140.00 seized from the while
plastic bag inside DEMOURELLE's Denali, and which came from COOLEY, was cnough to
purchase approximately two kilograms of cocaine. DEMOURELLE has not sought the retamn of
these seized funds,

The next moming, November 22, 2019, COOLEY and DEMOURELLE arvanged over the
telephone Tor the delivery ol approximately 765 grams of cocaine 1o COOLEY on Ray Asenue.
Specifically, DEMOURELLE told COOLEY at about 8:14 a.um, thut morning that “my partner
down there now. You heard me. He gonna bring you a hall. You heard me. And P'll bring you the
difference:™ Aboul an hour later, at nbout 9:22 am,, COOLEY called DEMOURELLE and asked
what was happening. DEMOURELLE replied that his associate is “taking a lil' longer man cause
he, you know. he don't know how to scile that shit.” DEMOURELLE then added that “what he
aboul 10 come bring you, it's gonna be right under o hallf and I'ma come bring you the nine aml
four.” This is in reference to the coenine that COOLEY was buying from DEMOURELLE that
morning, with a “under a hal{™* meaning a little less than hall s kilogram ol cocaine and “nine™ and

“fow™ referring to nine ounces amd four ounees of cocaine, respeetively,

I NOPD trunsferved the ULS, currency o DEA fur forfeiture proceedings,

5 /

AUSA L7

Defendant =77y
Defense Counsel










Case 2:20-cr-00016-WBV-KWR Document 113 Filed 08/10/21 Page 8 of 11

from COOLEY's home, BROWN und COOLEY walked into and owt of BROWN's garage 4 few
times and then got into BROWN's truck. They drove away at around 9:45a.m. About five minute
fater, they remurned in BROWN's truck and pulled into BROWN's driveway, BROWN and
COOLEY exited the truck, leaving both front doors open. BROWN then opened his truck’s hood
while COOLEY grabbed o white packuge of cocaine from the véhiele’s center console. COOLEY
had picked up this cocaine package from DEMOURELLE less than thirty minutes belore,
BROWN und COOLEY hid the white cocaine package inside the engine arca of BROWN's truck
so 1o avoid defection by law enforcement il stopped on their drive back to New Orleans, BROWN
and COOLEY then drove back fo New Orleans,

Late that day, CODLEY and DEMOURELLE talked over the phone about that morning's
cocaine sale. During this conversation, DEMOURELLE said, “Nao, it wus supposcd to be um,.. 13
8." 13 8" referved to $13,800, which was the agreed upon purchase price for the cocaine that
COOLEY had bought from DEMOURELLE that morning,

December 11, 2019 arvest of MONROE

On December 11, 2019, at approximately noon, NOPD oflicers were conducting
undercover surveillance at the corner of Chel Menteur Highway and Werner Boulevard in New
Orleans Bast. NOPD officers obscrved a white Mereedes drive up to this cormer and then stop.,
Officers then wateh a man in a black hooded sweatshirl approach the vehicle and conduet a

suspected hand-to-hand purchase of illegal navcotics from the driver,
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This information wis relayed to other NOPD officers who then conducted a traffic stop on
the white Mercedes, This vehicle is registered 1o a relative of COQLEY, the snme relative who
was the registered owner of COOLEY s seized GMC Sicrra which was towed on March 3, 2019
with approximately two (2) kilograms of cocaine hydrochioride and 430 grams ol crack inside.
These NOPD ofticers approached the white Mereedes and had the driver, later identified as
MONROE, and a female passenger, c.ﬁil the car because of salety concerns, When asked, both
MONROE and his passenger said that there were no firearms in the vehicle,

The NOPD officers observed in plain sight suspected marijuana in the car and an AK-47
Draco assault weapon (serial number DR-4708-17R0), with a high capacity magazine (30 roundls),
partially covered by a female black coat behind the front passenger seat. MONROE and the female
passenger, MONROE's girlfricnd "K.S." A subsequent search of the vehicle revealed two digital
scales, both with white residue. One scale was in the compartment on the driver's door and the
other scale was under the front passenger’s seal. A scurch incident to wrest revealed that
MONROE was in possession of more than $3000.00 in vavious denominations and “K.8." was in
possession of more than $300 in various denominations,

A female witness told NOPD officers in a recorded stalement thal she had walched a man
in 1 black hoaded swealshirt approach the Mercedes and purchase what she believed were drugs
from the driver. The NOPD olficers then spoke with the man whom they suspeeted had just
purchused drugs from MONROE, tn a recorded statement, this man continmed that hie “botght »
$5.00 rock lrom the guy driving the white car.” When asked where this “rock™ of crack cocaine

wats, the man said thit he “smoked it,”
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BROWN and the government stipulate tor the purposes of sentencing that BROWN was
responsible for al least five hundred grams but less than two kilograms of u mixiure or substance
containing a deleelabie amount of cocaine hydrochloride, and at Jeast tventy-vight grams but less
than 112 grams of erack cocaine, through BROWN's own conduct and the reasonably foreseeable
conduct of his co-conspirators.

Limited Natwre of Factual Basis

This profier of evidencee is not intended to constitute i complete statement of all facts, but
rather is o minimum statement of facls intended to prove the necessary factual predicate for the
guilty plea.  The Himited purpose of this proffer is to demonstrate that there exists o sufticient Jegal

basis for BROWN's plea of guilty 1o the charged offenses.
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