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C O M P L A I N T
 

( 1 8 U. S. C. § § 1 3 4 3, 1 3 4 9) 

E A S T E R N DI S T RI C T O F N E W Y O R K, S S: 

C O R Y O’ D O N O H U E, b ei n g d ul y s w or n, d e p os es a n d st at es t h at h e is a S p e ci al 

A g e nt wit h t h e F e d er al B ur e a u of I n v esti g ati o n, d ul y a p p oi nt e d a c c or di n g t o l a w a n d a cti n g as 

s u c h. 

1. I n or a b o ut a n d b et w e e n J a n u ar y 2 0 2 5 a n d M a y 2 0 2 5, b ot h d at es b ei n g

a p pr o xi m at e a n d i n cl usi v e, wit hi n t h e E ast er n Dist ri ct of N e w Y or k a n d els e w h er e, t h e d ef e n d a nt 

A N G E L A A Q UI N O, t o g et h er wit h ot h ers, di d k n o w i n gl y a n d i nt e nti o n all y d e vis e a s c h e m e a n d 

artifi c e t o d efr a u d t h e N e w Y or k Cit y C a m p ai g n Fi n a n c e B o ar d ( “ C F B ”) a n d t o o bt ai n m o n e y 

a n d pr o p ert y fr o m t h e C F B b y m e a ns of o n e or m o r e m at eri all y f als e a nd fr a u d ul e nt pr et e ns es, 

r e pr es e nt ati o ns, a n d pr omis es, a n d f or t h e p ur p os e of e x e c ut i n g s u c h s c h e m e a n d artifi c e, di d 

tr a ns mit a n d c a us e t o b e tr a ns mitt e d, b y m e a ns of wir e c o m m u ni c ati o ns i n i nt erst at e c o m m er c e, 

o n e or m or e writi n gs, si g ns, si g n als, pi ct ur es, a n d s o u n ds, t o  wit: e m ail c o m m u ni c ati o ns a n d 

el e ctr o ni c tr a ns missi o ns. 

( Titl e 1 8, U nit e d St at es C o d e, S e cti o ns 1 3 4 3 a n d 1 3 4 9) 
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T h e s o ur c e of y o ur d e p o n e nt’s i nf or m ati o n a n d t h e gr o u n ds f or his b eli ef ar e as 

f oll o ws:1  

2.  I a m a S p e ci al A g e nt wit h t h e F e d er al B ur e a u of I n v esti g ati o n ( “ F BI ”) a n d 

h a v e b e e n i n v ol v e d i n n u m er o us p u bli c c orr u pt i o n i n v esti g ati o ns, i n clu di n g i n v esti g ati o ns 

c o n c er ni n g c a n di d at es s e e ki n g p u bli c offi c e.    I h a v e e x p eri e n c e c o n d u cti n g i n v esti g ati o ns i nt o 

p u bli c c orr u pti o n a n d fr a u d s c h e m e s, i n cl u di n g t h os e i n v ol vi n g b a n k fr a u d, m ail fr a u d, wir e 

fr a u d a n d i d e ntit y t h eft.    I a m c urr e ntl y assi g n e d t o a s q u a d t h at f o c us es o n p u bli c c orr u pti o n, 

i n cl u di n g w hit e c oll ar cri m es.    M y c urr e nt d uti es i n v ol v e i n v esti gati n g v ari o us vi ol ati o ns of t h e 

cri mi n al l a ws of t h e U nit e d St at es; m a ki n g arr est s; c oll e cti n g a n d r e vi e w i n g e vi d e n c e i n cri mi n al 

i n v esti g ati o ns; a n d p erf or mi n g ot h er d uti es i m p os ed b y l a w.    I a m f a mili ar wit h t h e f a cts a n d 

cir c u mst a n c es s et f ort h b el o w fr o m m y p arti ci p a ti o n i n t h e i n v esti g ati o n; m y r e vi e w of t h e 

i n v esti g ati v e fil e; a n d fr o m r ep orts of ot h er l a w e nf or c e m e n t offi c ers i n v ol v e d i n t h e 

i n v esti g ati o n. 

I. R el e v a nt I n di vi d u als a n d E ntiti es 

3.  T h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O is a r e si d e nt of N e w Y or k, N e w Y or k.   

A Q UI N O, w h o is ori gi n all y fr o m t h e P hili p pi n es, is  a n at ur ali z e d U nit e d St at es citi z e n.    D uri n g 

t h e 2 0 2 5 el e cti o n c y cl e, A Q UI N O c a m p ai g n e d as a c a n di d at e f o r N e w Y or k Cit y P u bli c 

A d v o c at e, a cit y wi d e p ositi o n.    A Q UI N O h a d a p ers o n al b a n k a c c o u nt at “ B a n k 1, ” t h e i d e ntit y 

of w hi c h is k n o w n t o t h e affi a n t (t h e “ A Q UI N O A c c o u nt ”).     

4.  T h e C F B is a n o n p artis a n, i n d e p e n d e nt  cit y a g e n c y, w hi c h a d mi nist ers 

N e w Y or k Cit y’s c a m p ai g n fi n a n c e s yst e m , i n cl u di n g its M at chi n g F u n ds Pr o gr a m. 

 
1   B e c a us e t h e p ur p os e of t his C o m pl ai nt is t o s et f ort h o nl y t h os e f a cts n e c ess ar y t o 

est a blis h pr o b a bl e c a us e t o arr est , I h a v e n ot d es cri b e d all t h e r el ev a nt f a cts a n d cir c u mst a n c es of 
w hi c h I a m a w ar e. 
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5.  “ A n g el a F. A q ui n o A n g el a f or N Y C ” (t h e “ C o m mitt e e ”) w as t h e 

d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O’s c a m p ai g n c o m mitt e e,  w hi c h w as r e gist er e d as a p arti ci p a nt 

wit h t h e C F B o n A pril 1 5, 2 0 2 4.    At ti m es r el e v a nt  t o t his c o m pl ai nt, A Q UI N O s er v e d as t h e 

tr e as ur er of t h e C o m mitt e e.    T h e C o m mitt e e h a d a b a n k a c c o u nt at B a n k 1 (t h e “ C o m mitt e e 

A c c o u nt ”).    

II. N e w Y or k Cit y P u bli c C a m p ai g n Fi n a n c e Pr o gr a m 

6.  T h e C F B off ers a v ol u nt ar y p u bli c-f i n a n ci n g pr o gr a m m at c hi n g s m all-

d oll ar c o ntri b uti o ns fr o m N e w Y or k Cit y r esi d e nts t o c a n di d at es f or cit y offi c e.   T h e  pr o gr a m  is  

a v ail a bl e t o a n y c a n di d at e r u n ni n g f o r cit y offi c e, i n cl u di n g P u bli c A d v o c at e.   T o  b e  eli gi bl e  f or  

m at c hi n g f u n ds, c a n di d at es m ust m e et a t w o- p art f u n dr aisi n g t hr es h ol d: first,  t h e y m ust c oll e ct a 

mi ni m u m n u m b er of c o ntri b uti o ns of $ 1 0 or m or e; a n d s e c o n d, t h e y m ust r ais e a mi ni m u m 

a m o u nt of q u alif yi n g c o ntri b uti o ns  fr o m r esi d e nts of N e w Y or k Cit y.   T h e y  als o  m ust  m e et  

ot h er eli gi bilit y r e q uir e m e nts u nr el at e d t o f u n dr aisi n g, s u c h as fili n g a fi n a n ci al dis cl os ur e wit h 

t h e N e w Y or k Cit y C o nfli cts of I nt er est B o ar d.   T o b e eli gi bl e f or t h e m at c hi n g f u n ds pr o gr a m, 

a c a n di d at e f or P u bli c A d v o c at e s p e cifi c all y m ust h a v e r ais e d at l e ast $ 1 2 5, 0 0 0 fr o m at l e ast 5 0 0 

q u alif yi n g c o ntri b ut ors.    I n a d diti o n, f or c as h c o ntri b uti o ns o nl y t h e first $ 1 0 0 p er c o ntri b ut or 

w as eli gi bl e f or p ur p os es of q u a lif yi n g f or m at c hi n g f u n ds.     

7.  F or a c a n di d at e t o a p pl y c as h c o ntri b u ti o ns t o w ar d t h e t hr es h ol d n e c ess ar y 

t o b e c o m e eli gi bl e f or p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds, a c a n di d at e’s a ut h oriz e d c o m mitt e e w as r e q uir e d 

t o s u b mit c o ntri b uti o n c ar ds t o t h e C F B t h at list e d, a m o n g ot h er i nf or mati o n, e a c h c o ntri b ut or’s 

n a m e, r esi d e nti al a d dr ess, e m pl o y er, o c c u p ati o n, a n d d at e a n d a m o u nt of c o ntri b uti o n.    T h e 

c o ntri b uti o n c ar ds als o h a d t o b e  si g n e d b y t h e c o ntri b ut ors.     
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8.  C a n di d at es w er e pr o hi bit e d fr o m gi vi n g f als e i nf or m ati o n t o t h e C F B, 

usi n g p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds t o m a k e fr a u d ul e n t c a m p ai g n e x p e n dit ur es, or usi n g c a m p ai g n 

f u n ds f or p ur p os es t h at w er e n ot q u alifi e d c a m p ai g n e x p e n dit ur e s.   I n  p arti c ul ar,  c a n di d at es  

w er e pr o hi bit e d fr o m usi n g p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds f or p ur p os es t h at  w er e ill e g al, i m pr o p er, or 

n ot i n f urt h er a n c e of t h e c a n di d at e’s n o mi n ati o n or el e cti o n.   Vi ol ati o n of t h es e pr o hi biti o ns 

w o ul d r e n d er t h e c a n di d at e i n eli gi bl e  t o r e c ei v e p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds. 

9.  O n c e a c a n di d at e m et t h e eli gi bilit y r e q uir e m e nts t o j oi n t h e pr o gr a m, t h e 

C F B w o ul d pr o vi d e t h e c a m p ai g n w it h p u bli c f u n ds at a m at c hi n g r at e of $ 8 t o $ 1.    I n ot h er 

w or ds, if a c a n di d at e r ais e d $ 1 2 5, 0 0 0 t o w ar d t h e f u n dr aisi n g t hr es h ol d, t h e C F B w o ul d pr o vi d e 

t h at c a n di d at e wit h $ 1 millio n i n p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds. 

III. T h e D ef e n d a nt’s Fr a u d ul e nt S c h e m e 

1 0.  As d es cri b e d b el o w, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O e n g a g e d i n a 

s c h e m e t o o bt ai n $ 1 milli o n i n p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds fr o m t h e C F B t o w hi c h t h e C o m mitt e e w as 

n ot e ntitl e d.    I n att e m pti n g t o o bt ai n s u c h f u n ds, A Q UI N O, t o g et h er wit h ot h ers, f als el y 

r e pr es e nt e d t h at c as h d e p osit e d i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt i n F e br u ar y, M ar c h a n d A pril 2 0 2 5 

c o nstit ut e d eli gi bl e c o ntri b uti o ns fr o m r esi d e nts of  N e w Y or k Cit y.    I n f a ct, n e arl y all of t h e 

c as h d e p osit e d i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt d uri n g t h at p eri o d ori gi n at e d fr o m A Q UI N O h ers elf.   

A Q UI N O als o f als el y r e pr es e nt e d, t o g et h er wit h  ot h ers, t h at c ert ain e x p e n dit ur es fr o m t h e 

C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt w er e c a m p ai g n-r el at e d, w h e n i n  f a ct t h e wit h dr a w n f u n ds w er e r e c y cl e d 

b a c k i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt t o i nfl at e artifi ci all y t h e a p p ar e nt t ot al i n c o ntri b uti o ns t o t h e 

C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt.    I n a d diti o n, s o m e e x p e n dit u r es fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt w er e us e d t o 

p a y f or p ers o n al e x p e ns es, s u c h as r e nt f or A Q UI N O’s p ers o n al d o mi cil e, i n vi ol ati o n of C F B 

r ul es.    
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1 1.  As e arl y as J ul y 2 0 2 4, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O u n d erst o o d t h at 

i n or d er t o o bt ai n p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds, s he w o ul d h a v e t o r ais e $ 1 2 5, 0 0 0 fr o m at l e ast 5 0 0 

N e w Y or k Cit y r esi d e nts.    S h e f urt h er u n d erst o o d t h at w h er e a c o ntri b uti o n w as m a d e i n c as h, 

o nl y t h e first $ 1 0 0 of t h e c o ntri b uti o n w o ul d b e eli gi bl e f or m at c hi n g f u n ds. 

1 2.  T h e C F B p u blis h es c a n di d at e f u n dr ai si n g a n d e x p e n dit ur e d at a o n its 

w e bsit e. A c c or di n g t o t h e C F B’s w e bsit e, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O’s c a m p ai g n r ais e d 

$ 1 3 5, 2 8 8. 2 1, e x c e e di n g t h e t hr es h ol d of $ 1 2 5, 0 0 0 t o s e c ur e p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds. A Q UI N O’s 

c a m p ai g n r e p ort e d r e c ei vi n g c o ntri b uti o ns fr o m  1, 6 5 8 dis cr et e c o ntri b ut ors, e x c e e di n g t h e 

t hr es h ol d of 5 0 0 c o ntri b ut ors. T h e c a m p ai g n r e p ort e d t h at $ 1 2 9, 3 0 5 of t h e c o ntri b uti o ns w as 

r ais e d i n c as h, a m o u nti n g t o a p pr o xi m at el y 9 6 % of t h e t ot al a m o u nt r ais e d. 

1 3.  D es pit e u n d erst a n di n g t h e C F B’s r e q uir e m e nts f or eli gi bl e m at c hi n g 

f u n ds, A Q UI N O a gr e e d wit h a n i n di vi d u al l o c at e d i n t h e P hili p pi n es, w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n t o 

m e ( “I n di vi d u al 1 ”), t o b orr o w a p pr o xi m at el y $ 3 4, 0 0 0.    A Q UI N O pl a n n e d t o tr a nsf er t h es e 

f u n ds t o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt t o i nfl at e artifi ci all y t h e t ot al c o ntri b uti o ns i n t h e C o m mitt e e 

A c c o u nt s u c h t h at t h e c o ntri b u ti o ns w o ul d a p p e ar t o m e et t he C F B’s f u n dr aisi n g t hr es h ol d f or 

p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds.    I n f urt h er a n c e of t h at pl a n, o n or a b o ut J a n u ar y 2 7, 2 0 2 5, A Q UI N O s e nt 

a t e xt m ess a g e t o I n di vi d u al 1, writi n g, “i m pr et t y c o nfi d e nt t h at w e will hit t h e t hr es h ol d b y 

A pril b ut w e d o n e e d t o g et it st art e d s o o n est t o m a k e s ur e t h at t h e m o n e y is i nj e ct e d a n d 

c o n v ert e d t o c o ntri b uti o n. ”    A Q UI N O off er e d t o  p a y t h e m o n e y b a c k “t hr o u g h iss ui n g i n v oi c e 

of c o ns ult ati o n. . . . T h e n d o t h e wir e tr a nsf er. ”     

1 4.  T h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O pr o vi d e d I n di vi d u al 1 wit h a c c o u nt 

i nf or m ati o n f or t h e A Q UI N O A c c o u nt o n or a bo ut J a n u ar y 3 1, 2 0 2 5.    B et w e e n F e br u ar y 3, 

2 0 2 5, a n d M ar c h 2 8, 2 0 2 5, t h e A Q UI N O A c c o u nt r e c ei v e d m or e t h a n $ 1 3 0, 0 0 0 t h at ori gi n at e d 
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i n t h e P hili p pi n es.    Of t his a m o u nt, $ 3 7, 8 6 7 w as tr a nsf err e d b y a n e ntit y ass o ci at e d wit h 

I n di vi d u al  1.   A Q UI N O  wit h dre w c as h fr o m t h e A Q UI N O A c c o u nt  a n d d e p osit e d t h e c as h i nt o 

t h e C a m p ai g n A c c o u nt as p ut ati v e c as h c o ntrib uti o ns eli gi bl e f or p u bl i c m at c hi n g f u n ds.   

A Q UI N O s u bs e q u e ntl y wit h dr e w $ 4 0, 0 0 0 fr o m t h e C a m p ai g n A c c o u nt b et w e e n M ar c h 1 2, 2 0 2 5 

a n d M ar c h 2 7, 2 0 2 5, e ar m ar ki n g t h e w it h dr a w als as c a m p ai g n c o ns ultin g f e es r el at e d, v ari o usl y, 

t o s o ci al m e di a, m ar k eti n g a n d br a n di n g.    A Q UIN O tr a nsf err e d t h e $ 4 0, 0 0 0 b a c k t o a n e ntit y i n 

t h e P hili p pi n es t h at s h ar e d a n a d dr ess wit h t h e e ntit y t h at ori gi n at e d t h e f u n ds.       

1 5.  B y w a y of j ust o n e e x a m pl e, o n or a b o ut M ar c h 1 2, 2 0 2 5, t h e d ef e n d a nt 

A N G E L A A Q UI N O r e c ei v e d i nt o t h e A Q UI N O A c c o u nt a p pr o xim at el y $ 5 3, 4 0 0 ori gi n ati n g 

fr o m t h e P hili p pi n es.    O n or a b o ut t h e s a m e d a y, A Q UI N O wit h dr e w a p pr o xi m at el y $ 2 3, 0 0 0 i n 

c as h fr o m t h e A Q UI N O A c c o u nt a n d, als o o n M ar c h 1 2, 2 0 2 5, $ 2 1, 8 0 0 i n c as h w as d e p osit e d 

i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt i n t w o tr a ns a cti o ns.    Als o o n t h e s a m e d a y, $ 1 0, 0 0 0 w as tr a nsf err e d 

fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt b a c k t o a n e ntit y i n t h e P hili p pin es t h at s h ar e d a n a d dr ess wit h t h e 

s o ur c e of t h e f u n ds.    T his e x p e n d it ur e w as d es cri b e d as b ei n g f or c a m p ai g n c o ns ult a nts, r el at e d 

t o a s o ci al- m e di a a gr e e m e nt.    I n f a ct, t h e mo n e y w as tr a nsf err e d fr o m t h e c a m p ai g n a c c o u nt t o 

r e p a y A Q UI N O’s d e bt t o I n di vi d u al 1. 

1 6.  T h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O als o e nlist e d a n d att e m pt e d t o e nlist 

h er fri e n ds a n d ass o ci at es t o r e c ei v e c h e c ks fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt , t o c as h t h os e c h e c ks, 

a n d t o gi v e A Q UI N O t h e c as h s o t h at s h e c o ul d d e p osit it b a c k i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt.   

T h e p ur p os e of r e c y cli n g c a m p ai g n f u n ds i n t his w a y w as artifi ci all y  t o i nfl at e t h e c o ntri b uti o ns 

i n t h e C a m p ai g n A c c o u nt a n d t o o bs c ur e t he tr u e s o ur c e of t h e f u n ds a n d A Q UI N O’s 

i n v ol v e m e nt.   
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1 7.  F or e x a m pl e, o n or a b o ut M ar c h 1 3, 2 0 2 5, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A 

A Q UI N O wr ot e t w o c h e c ks fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt t o e ntiti es o w n e d b y a n i n di vi d u al 

w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n t o m e ( “I n di vi d u al 2 ”) as w ell as a t hir d c h e c k t o I n di vi d u al 2 i n 

I n di vi d u al 2’s o w n n a m e.    T h e c h e c ks t ot al e d  a p pr o xi m at el y  $ 2 3, 5 0 0.   A Q UI N O  a c c o m p a ni e d  

I n di vi d u al 2 t o a b a n k, w h er e s h e/ h e d e p osit e d t h e c h e c ks a n d wit h dr e w $ 1 1, 0 0 0 i n c as h.   

I n di vi d u al 2 t h e n g a v e A Q UI N O a p pro xi m at el y $ 7, 0 0 0 d oll ars i n c as h.     

1 8.  O n or a b o ut t h e s a m e d at e, M a r c h 1 3, 2 0 2 5, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A 

A Q UI N O g a v e a n ot h er i n di vi d u al  w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n t o m e ( “I n di vi d u al 3 ”) a c h e c k f or 

a p pr o xi m at el y $ 4, 0 0 0 fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e  A c c o u nt.   A Q UI N O  i nstr u ct e d I n di vi d u al 3 t o c as h 

t h e c h e c k a n d i m m e di at el y wit h dr a w $ 4, 0 0 0 i n c as h.    A Q UI N O i nstr u ct e d I n di vi d u al 3 t o gi v e 

h er t h e c as h, w hi c h I n di vi d u al 3 di d, all w hil e A Q UI N O a c c o m p a ni e d I n di vi d u al 3 at t h e b a n k.   

T h e s a m e d a y, M ar c h 1 3, 2 0 2 5, A Q UI N O d e p osit e d  $ 1 1, 0 1 0 i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt, w hi c h 

d e p osit i n cl u d e d f u n ds fr o m b ot h I n di vi d u al 2 a n d I n di vi d u al 3. 

1 9.  T h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O als o tr i e d t o p ers u a d e ot h er ass o ci at es 

t o c as h c a m p ai g n c h e c ks a n d gi v e h er t h e c ash.    F or e x a m pl e, o n or a b o ut M ar c h 1 2, 2 0 2 5, 

A Q UI N O s e nt a t e xt m ess a g e t o a n  i n di vi d u al w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n t o m e ( “I n di vi d u al 4 ”), as 

f oll o ws: “ S o I h a v e a diff er e nt f a v or t o As k c o z it's d e a dli n e t o m or w t h e n I g et a milli o n d oll ars 

f or t h e c a m p ai g n c a n u c all m e pls. ”    B as e d o n m y tr ai ni n g a n d e x p eri e n c e a n d dis c ussi o ns wit h 

wit n ess es, I b eli e v e t h at i n t his m ess a g e A Q UI N O w as e x pl ai nin g t h at s h e b eli e v e d s h e h a d a 

C F B d e a dli n e of M ar c h 1 3, 2 0 2 5, t o m e et t h e f u n dr a isi n g t hr es h ol d i n or d er t o s e c ur e m at c hi n g 

f u n ds ( “ c o z it’s d e a dli n e t o m orro w ”) a n d t h at, if s h e m et t h e t hr es h ol d, s h e w o ul d b e gi v e n 

p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds i n t h e a m o u n t of $ 8 f or e v er y $ 1 r ais e d ( “t he n I g et a milli o n d oll ars ”).   
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2 0.  T o f urt h er c o n c e al t h e s c h e m e a n d t o  p er p et u at e t h e f a ç a d e t h at s h e h a d 

m et t h e f u n dr aisi n g t h r es h ol d a n d w as eli gi bl e f or p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds, t h e d ef e n d a nt 

A N G E L A A Q UI N O, t o g et h er wit h ot h ers, li e d t o t h e C F B a b o ut t h e tr u e s o ur c e of t h e 

c o ntri b uti o ns t o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt.    A Q UI N O c o or di n at e d wit h I n di vi d u al 2 t o e ns ur e 

I n di vi d u al 2’s e x pl a n ati o n alig n e d wit h h ers, t e xti n g I n di vi d u a l 2 o n M ar c h 1 4, 2 0 2 6, “I’ m j ust 

fi g uri n g o ut h o w w e c a n w or k t o g et h er n e e d t o c ar v e u p e x pl a n ati o ns et c a b o ut o ur e x p e n dit ur es 

n ot r us h . . . . ”    A Q UI N O als o f a bri c at e d l e gi ti m at e p ur p os es f or t h e c h ur ni n g e x p e n dit ur es a n d 

f als el y r e p ort e d t h e m t o t h e C F B.    F or e x a m pl e, s h e d es cri b e d h er p a y m e nts t o I n di vi d u al 2 a n d 

I n di vi d u al 2’s t w o e ntiti es, v ari o usl y, as offi c e l e asi n g, f u n dr aisi n g, a n d m o n e y f or c a m p ai g n 

w or k ers.    

2 1.  T o p er p etr at e t h e s c h e m e, h u n dr e ds of c as h c o ntri b uti o n c ar ds w er e 

s u b mitt e d t o C F B t o d o c u m e nt t h e i nfl u x of c as h i nt o t h e C o m mi tt e e A c c o u nt.    M a n y of t h es e 

c o ntri b uti o n c ar ds w er e fr a u d ul e nt.    F or e x a m pl e,  t h e C o m mitt e e s u b mitt e d a c as h c o ntri b uti o n 

c ar d f or a p ut ati v e c a m p ai g n c o nt ri b ut or w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n t o m e ( “ C o ntri b ut or 1 ”) a n d 

w h o li v es i n Br o o kl y n, N e w Y or k.    T h e c o ntri b uti o n c ar d i n di c at es t h at C o ntri b ut or 1 m a d e a 

c o ntri b uti o n of $ 1 0 0 t o A Q UI N O’s c a m p ai g n o n M ar c h 1 0, 2 0 2 5.    A Q UI N O att a c h e d t his 

c o ntri b uti o n c ar d t o a n e m ail a n d s e nt it t o  a n ass o ci at e o n or a b o ut M ar c h 1 2, 2 0 2 5.    T h e 

c o ntri b uti o n c ar d w as s u b mitt e d t o t h e C F B el e ctr o ni c all y o n M ar c h 1 7, 2 0 2 5.    W hil e t h e 

c o ntri b uti o n c ar d c orr e ctl y r e p ort e d C o ntri b ut or 1’s n a m e, p h o n e n u m b er, e m ail, a n d a d dr ess, 

C o ntri b ut or 1 a d vis e d f e d er al a g e nts  i n s u m, s u bst a n c e, a n d r el e v ant p art t h at C o ntri b ut or 1 h a d 

n ot m a d e a d o n ati o n t o A Q UI N O’s c a m p ai g n a n d t h e si g n at ur e o n t h e c o ntri b uti o n c ar d w as n ot 

his/ h er o w n.   
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2 2.  I n still ot h er i nst a n c es, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O c o n v ert e d 

c a m p ai g n f u n ds t o p ers o n al us e a n d li e d t o t h e C F B a b o ut t h e tr u e p ur p os e of t h e e x p e n dit ur es.   

F or e x a m pl e, w h e n A Q UI N O m a d e p a y m e nts fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt t o t w o i n di vi d u als 

w h os e i d e ntiti es ar e k n o w n t o t h e affi a nt ( “I n di vi d u al 5 ” a n d “I n di vi d u al 6 ”), s h e d es cri b e d t h e 

p a y m e nts, f als el y, as f or offi c e e x p e ns es a n d m o n e y f or c a m p ai g n w or k ers.    A Q UI N O w as 

i nt er vi e w e d b y l a w e nf or c e m e nt a g e nts o n N o v e m b er 2 0, 2 0 2 5.   D uri n g t h at i nt er vi e w, 

A Q UI N O f als el y st at e d t h at I n di vi d u al 5 a n d I n di vi d u al 6 h a d pr o vi d e d assist a n c e t o t h e 

c a m p ai g n b y h el pi n g wit h p etiti o ns  a n d h el pi n g wit h c a m p ai g ni n g.     

2 3.  L a w e nf or c e m e nt a g e nts i nt er vi e w e d I n di vi d u al 5 a n d I n di vi d u al 6 o n 

A pril 2 2, 2 0 2 6.    I n di vi d u al 5 a n d I n di vi d u al 6 r e p ort e d t h at t h e y h a d n o i n v ol v e m e nt i n 

A Q UI N O’s c a m p ai g n f or p u bli c offi c e.    T h e y f urt h e r st at e d t h at t h e y h ad b e e n s u bl etti n g t h eir 

a p art m e nt t o A Q UI N O f or a p pr o xi m at el y t e n y e ar s, a n d t h at A Q UI N O li v e d t h er e a n d p ai d b ot h 

of t h e m r e nt o n a m o nt hl y b asis.       

2 4.  I n a n ot h er i nst a n c e o n or a b o ut M ar c h 1 0, 2 0 2 5, t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A 

A Q UI N O iss u e d a c h e c k fr o m t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt t o a n ass o ci at e w h os e i d e ntit y is k n o w n 

t o m e ( “I n di vi d u al 7 ”).    T h e c h e c k w as us e d t o p ur c h as e w h ol es al e dr ess es t h at A Q UI N O 

pl a n n e d t o r es ell at h er cl ot hi n g b o uti q u e.    T o t h e C F B, h o w e v er, t h e p a y m e nt w as d es cri b e d, 

f als el y, as a “f u n draisi n g e x p e ns e. ” 

2 5.  W hil e t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O e n g a g e d i n n u m er o us fr a u d ul e nt 

eff orts t o o bt ai n m at c hi n g f u n ds fr o m t h e C F B, A Q UI N O di d n ot i nt e n d t o us e t h e m at c hi n g 

f u n ds, at l e ast i n l ar g e p art, f or a pr o p er, c am p ai g n-r el at e d  p ur p os e.   I nst e a d,  c o m m u ni c ati o ns  

a n d d o c u m e nts o bt ai n e d t hr o u g h t h e i n v esti g a ti o n s h o w t h at A Q UI N O pl a n n e d t o us e t h e 

m at c hi n g f u n ds, v ari o usl y, t o i n v est i n a m o vi e s h e w a nt e d t o m a k e ( “ h e c a n h el p g et s e e d 



1 0 

m o n e y fr o m e nt ert ai n m e nt t h at w e c a n m ulti p l y t o 8 t hr o u g h c a m p ai g n A n d r e us e a g ai n 

pr o d u cti o n ”), t o r e p a y a l o a n ( “ Gi v e  m e a n i d e a of w h at is y o ur i de al s et u p of ti m e li n e of s o m e 

of t h e m o n e y r et ur n e d a n d it a m o u nt.    I will p a y it t hr o u g h iss ui n g i n v oi c e of c o ns ult ati o n. . . ”), 

a n d t o m e et t h e t hr es h ol d f o r p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds f or s u bse q u e nt c a m p ai g ns ( “ 3 0 % fr o m 

m at c hi n g f u n ds s h all b e us e d f or t h e c o nt ri b uti o ns f or t h e n e xt m at c hi n g f u n ds ”). 

2 6.  D es pit e t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A A Q UI N O’s eff orts, t h e C F B di d n ot 

pr o vi d e p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds t o  t h e C o m mitt e e.    As d es cri b e d a b o v e, A Q UI N O, t o g et h er wit h 

ot h ers, f als el y r e pr es e n t e d t h at c as h d e p osit e d i nt o t h e C o m mitt e e A c c o u nt i n F e br u ar y, M ar c h 

a n d A pril 2 0 2 5 c o nstit ut e d eli g i bl e c o ntri b uti o ns fr o m r esi d ents of N e w Y or k Cit y.    I n 

p arti c ul ar, i n a s u b missi o n t o t h e C F B o n M ar c h 1 7, 2 0 2 5, t h e C o m mitt e e i d e ntifi e d $ 1 2 7, 0 7 0 i n 

c o ntri b uti o ns as eli gi bl e f or m at c hi n g f u n ds.   Aft er r e vi e wi n g t h e s u b missi o n, t h e C F B iss u e d a 

l ett er t o A Q UI N O i n di c ati n g t h at n u m er o us of t h es e cl ai ms f or p u bli c m at c hi n g f u n ds h a d 

pr eli mi n aril y b e e n d et er mi n e d t o b e i n v ali d.   F oll o wi n g t h e C F B’s d e ni al of its cl ai ms, t h e 

C o m mitt e e ulti m at el y wit h dr e w a s u bst a nti al n u m b er of its cl ai ms of eli gi bilit y f or m at c hi n g 

f u n ds. 
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W H E R E F O R E, y o ur d e p o n e nt r es p e ctf ull y  r e q u ests t h at t h e d ef e n d a nt A N G E L A 

A Q UI N O, b e d e alt wit h  a c c or di n g t o l a w. 

C O R Y O’ D O N O H U E   
S p e ci al A g e nt, F e d er al B ur e a u of I n v esti g ati o n 

S w or n t o b ef or e m e t his 
_ _ d a y of M a y, 2 0 2 6 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T H E H O N O R A B L E C L A Y H. K A MI N S K Y 
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