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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

___________________________ X

TO BE FILED UNDER SEAL
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

COMPLAINT AND AFFIDAVIT IN

- against - SUPPORT OF ARREST WARRANTS
AKMAL NARZIKULOV,
and (18 U.S.C. § 1201(c))
SHERZOD MUKUMOV,
Defendants. Case No. 19-MJ-358

___________________________ X

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, SS:

KRISTEN SCHILL, a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(“FBI”), being duly sworn, deposes and states that:

Upon information and belief, in or about and between March 28, 2019 and the
present, both dates being approximate and inclusive, within the Eastern District of New York
and elsewhere, the defendants AKMAL NARZIKULOV, [ N
and SHERZOD MUKUMOV, together with others, did knowingly, intentionally and
unlawfully conspire to seize, confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct and carry away and
hold for ransom and reward and otherwise a person, and did use the mail and one or more

means, facilities, and instrumentalities of interstate and foreign commerce, to wit: cellular



telephones and bank deposits, in committing and in furtherance of the commission of the
offense, contrary to Title 18, United States Code, Section 1201(a)(1).

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 1201(c))

The source of your affiant’s information and the grounds for her belief are as
follows:

i [ am a Special Agent with the FBI, duly appointed according to law and
acting as such. I have been a Special Agent with the FBI for approximately four years. 1
am currently tasked with investigating crimes involving public corruption and other crimes
against the government.

2 During my tenure with the FBI, I have participated in numerous
investigations, during the course of which I have: (a) conducted physical and wire
surveillance; (b) executed search warrants; (c) reviewed and analyzed numerous taped
conversations of a criminal nature; (d) debriefed cooperating witnesses and confidential
sources; (¢) monitored wiretapped conversations and reviewed line sheets prepared by
wiretap monitors; and (f) conducted surveillance of individuals engaged in criminal activity,
including identity and benefits fraud. Through my training, education and experience, I have
become familiar with (a) the manner in which identity frauds and other crimes related to
public corruption are committed and concealed; (b) methods of payment for such activity;
and (c) the efforts of persons involved in such activity to avoid detection by law
enforcement.

3. I have personally participated in the investigation described herein.

From my participation in the investigation and from my review of reports made by other
2



federal agents and local police officers and from my conversations with other law
enforcement officers, I am familiar with the facts and circumstances set forth in this
Affidavit. Because this Affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of establishing
probable cause to arrest, I have not set forth each and every fact learned during the course of
this investigation, but simply those facts which I believe are necessary to establish probable

cause to arrest.

A. The CDL Scheme Investigation

4. I am currently a case agent for an investigation into a group of
individuals who have compromised the integrity of the examination process for issuance of
New York State commercial driver’s permits and licenses.

5 In New York State, drivers of certain commercial vehicles, such as
large buses and heavy transportation trucks, are required to possess a commercial driver’s
license (“CDL”). In order to obtain a CDL in New York, all applicants are required to,
among other things, pass a test covering various subjects related to the safe operation of large
vehicles.

6. The investigation has identified the defendant AKMAL
NARZIKULOV (hereinafter “AKMAL?”) as part of a conspiracy that assists applicants of
CDLs (“CDL Clients”) in cheating on written CDL tests (hereinafter, the “CDL Scheme”).

Te In 2015, AKMAL was convicted in the Eastern District of New York
for conspiracy to commit honest services mail fraud, in violation of Title 18, United States

Code Section 1349. United States v. Narzikulov, et al. 13-CR-601 (RJD). This conviction

arose from his participation in a scheme similar to that described herein whereby AKMAL
3



assisted CDL applicants in cheating on the CDL written tests. A copy of the complaint
underlying this prior conviction is attached as Exhibit A.'

B. The Confidential Source

8. During the course of the investigation, I have received information
from a confidential source (“CS”) who has acknowledged participation in the CDL Scheme.
CS has no prior criminal record and was unknown to FBI investigators until last month. CS
began communicating with law enforcement officials after CS was assaulted and kidnapped
by AKMAL, SHERZOD MUKUMOV (hereinafter “SHERZOD”) and _
I ccinafier ‘T i o attempt to recover a debt AKMAL
claimed was owed by CS. As reflected herein, CS’s information regarding this abduction has
been corroborated by, among other evidence, documents and surveillance videos.

8 Unless otherwise noted, any identification of a named defendant
referenced herein is based upon CS’s identification of a photograph of that defendant
maintained in the records of federal and/or local law enforcement.

10.  In or about November and December 2018, CS met and began working
for AKMAL as a driver. AKMAL initially employed CS to drive during the evenings to

designated residential addresses where CS would pick up cash owed to AKMAL. CS

1 On November 15, 2015, AKMAL was sentenced to a term of 30 months’
imprisonment and one year of supervised release. On May 31, 2017, following an
evidentiary hearing, the Honorable Raymond J. Dearie found that AKMAL had violated the
terms of his supervised release. Judge Dearie terminated supervised release and imposed an

additional sentence of six months’ imprisonment.
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subsequently learned that the funds that CS was retrieving were payments to AKMAL by
CDL Clients in connection with the CDL Scheme.

11.  During CS’s period of employment by AKMAL, which lasted
approximately two weeks, CS observed AKMAL and SHERZOD providing CDL Clients
with devices to facilitate cheating on CDL tests. Thereafter, CS also began to personally
drive CDL Clients to DMV locations and provide devices and instructions to CDL Clients to
facilitate the cheating.

12.  Atthe start of CS’s second week of employment, AKMAL paid CS
approximately $800 in advance. Before completing the full week of employment, CS
decided to cease participation in the CDL Scheme and stopped working for AKMAL, despite
having already received a full week’s pay. AKMAL demanded that CS return the unearned
wages. Following repeated demands by AKMAL for repayment, CS fled New York and
resided out of state for several months.

C. The Kidnapping

13.  While residing outside of the State of New York, CS received
threatening messages via a social media account from AKMAL. CS stopped using the social
media account, obtained a new cellular phone number and ceased receiving threatening
messages. In or about February 2019, CS returned to New York and began residing in a new
location in Brooklyn (the “Brooklyn Residence™).

14.  On the morning of March 28, 2019, CS left the Brooklyn Residence
and began to walk down the street. CS observed AKMAL, SHERZOD and ||| | N

outside the Brooklyn Residence.



15.  CS turned away from the defendants and ran to the door of the
Brooklyn Residence. CS was pursued by AKMAL and _ CS was unable to get
beyond the vestibule of the Brooklyn Residence because AKMAL and ||| N
physically restrained CS and tried to pull CS outside and away from the Brooklyn Residence.
While CS was clinging to the door of the Brooklyn Residence, CS felt multiple shocks that
were administered from a device that _ was holding.

16.  CS awoke and discovered CS was inside a car being driven by
SHERZOD. At this time, CS’s hands were bound and CS was flanked in the vehicle’s rear
seat by AKMAL and _ SHERZOD drove the group to a deserted area within a
parking garage.

17. At the parking garage, CS was stripped of CS’s clothes and searched.
AKMAL took possession of CS’s green card, watch, cellular phone and other property.
AKMAL demanded to know why CS had run and complained that CS had given AKMAL
insufficient notice of CS’s intent to leave AKMAL’s employ. AKMAL demanded that he be
paid $5,000, which purportedly represented interest on the money CS had received for a full
week’s work and for parking tickets left on a vehicle that CS had used while in AKMAL’s
employ.

18.  While in the parking garage, SHERZOD called CS’s mother outside of
the United States and demanded that she pay CS’s debts. SHERZOD also called an
acquaintance of CS who resides in the same country as CS’s mother in an attempt to obtain

fulfillment of the debt.



19.  While in the parking garage, AKMAL searched CS’s personal property
and discovered a check for $2,100 that reflected wages that CS had earned for lawful
employment. AKMAL demanded that CS immediately cash the check as partial payment for
CS’s purported debt. Upon learning that CS did not have a bank account in which to deposit
the check, AKMAL ordered CS to open a bank account.

20.  Thereafter, SHERZOD drove AKMAL, ||} and CS to a Bank
of America branch (the “Bank™) on Kings Highway in Brooklyn. While SHERZOD waited
outside in the car, CS was escorted by AKMAL and _ into the Bank, where CS
opened a checking account. The Bank employees were not authorized to immediately cash
the CS’s check, but issued a Bank card and ten blank temporary checks to CS.

21.  Upon leaving the Bank, the defendants drove with CS to a check
cashing business also located on Kings Highway in Brooklyn. AKMAL demanded that CS
write a check in the amount of $1,000 and further directed CS to sign and write the dollar
amount on the check, but to leave the payee line blank. AKMAL entered the check cashing
business and, upon exiting, claimed it would not accept the check.

22.  Shortly thereafter, CS was released by the defendan?;.\ AKMAL
retained all of the property that had been taken from CS, including CS’s cellular telephone,
driver’s license, green card and Bank card.

23.  Upon CS’s release, CS reported the assault and abduction to the New
York City Police Department. On that date, CS identified photographs of AKMAL,
SHERZOD and_ maintained in the records of local law enforcement, as his

kidnappers.



D. Evidence Corroborating CS’s Account

24.  Inthe investigation to date, I have reviewed surveillance videos from
inside the Brooklyn Residence and from the adjacent street. Video taken from the morning
of March 28, 2019 shows CS exiting the Brooklyn Residence carrying a backpack and
walking down the street in front thereof. Just as CS was about to leave the field of vision of
the Building Residence’s camera, CS turned back toward the Brooklyn Residence and began
running as CS was chased by two men. The two men caught up to CS and restrained CS
from getting beyond the vestibule of the Brooklyn Residence. The two men physically
attempted to pull CS away from the Brooklyn Residence while CS held on to the front door.
The video also captured the CS slumping and being dragged out of camera range.

23, Similarly, on March 28, 2019, at approximately 11:00 a.m., video
cameras inside the Bank where CS stated that CS was forced to open a checking account as
AKMAL and [ restricted CS’s escape, captured the images of all three
individuals. Still images of AKMAL and ||l from that video are attached as
Exhibits B and C, respectively. I have compared images of AKMAL and ||| from
the Bank video, with known photographs of each individual and based on my observation
they appear to be the same individuals.

26.  Further, records subpoenaed from the Bank reflect that CS opened a
checking account on March 28, 2019.

WHEREFORE, your affiant respectfully requests that arrest warrants be issued

so that the defendants AKMAL NARZIKULOV, _ — and

SHERZOD MUKUMOYV may be dealt with according to law. Your affiant also respectfully
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requests that this affidavit and any issued arrest warrants be sealed as the defendants remain

at large and public disclosure of this affidavit and/or arrest warrants may lead them to flee or

otherwise seek to avoid apprehension.

KRISTEN SCHILL
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me this
/ﬁ_ day of April, 2019

THE HONORABLE CHERYL L. POLLAK
UNITED 8TATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
EAST DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ,
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO BE FILED UNDER SEAL

- against - COMPLAINT AND AFFIDAVIT IN
SUPPORT OF ARREST WARRANTS

AKMAL NARZIKULOV,
also known as “Soldier,” (T. 18, U.8.C., §& 1349)
FIRDAVS MAMADALIEV,
DALE HARPER,
also known as “Reds,”
JOACHIM PIERRE LQUIS,
aleo known ag “Jameson,”
LATOYA BOURNE,
MARIE DANIEL,
LUC DESMANGLES,
BEAYAEH KAMARA,
JOSE PAYANO,
TANAEL DANIEL and
INOCENTE RENE GONZALEZ MARTINEZ,

Defendants,

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, S$8:

KEVIN J. FALK, a Special Agent of the United States
Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations (“HSI”), being
duly sworn, deposes and states that:

Upon information and belief, in or about and between

April 2013 and September 2013, both dates being approximate and



inclusive, within the Eastern District of New York and
elsewhere, the defendants ARMAL NARZIKULOV, also known as
wgoldier,” FIRDAVS MAMADALIEV, DALE HARPER, also known as
wReds, * JOACHIM PIERRE LOUIS, also known as “Jamescon,” LATOYA
BOURNE, MARIE DANIEL, LUC DESMANGLES, BEAYAEH KaMARA, JOSE
PAYANO, TANAEL DANIEL and INOCENTE RENE GONZALEZ MARTINEZ,
together with others, did knowingly and intentionally attempt
and conspire to execute a scheme and artifice to defraud the New
York State Department of Motor Vehicles {“DMV”) of the
intangible xight to the honest services of its security guard
contract employees LATOYA BOURNE, BEAYAEH KAMARA and INOCENTE
RENE GONZALEZ MARTINEZ, by means of materially false and
fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises, and for the
purpose of executing such scheme and artifice did knowingly and
intentionally place and attempt to place in a post office and
authorized depository for wail matter, one or more matters and
things to be sent and delivered by the United States Postal
Service, contrary to Title 18, United States Code, Sectiong 1341
and 1346.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 1349)

The source of your deponent’s information and the

grounds for his belief are as follows:
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i B T am a Special Agent with HSI, duly appointed
according te law and acting as such. I have been a Special
Agent with HSI for approximately two years and am currently
assigned to the Document and Benefit Fraud Squad, where I am
tasked with investigating crimes involving identity fraud and
other frauds against the government.

D During my tenure with HSI I have participated in
numerous investigations, during the course of which I have:

(a) conducted physical and wire surveillance; (b) executed
search warrants; (¢) reviewed and analyzed numerous taped
conversations of a criminal nature; (d) debriefed cooperating
witnesses and confidential sources; (e) monitored wiretapped
conversations and reviewed line gheets prepared by wiretap
monitors; and (f) conducted surveillance of individuals engaged
in criminal activity, including identity and benefits fraud.
Through my training, education and experience, I have become
familiar with (&) the manner in which identity and benefit
frauds are committed and concealed; (b) methods of payment for
such activity; and (c) the efforts of persons involved in such
activity to avoid detection by law enforcement,

. I have perscnally participated in the
investigation described herein. From my participation in the

investigation and from my review of reports made by other

3
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federal agents and local police officers, and from my review of
reports of physical surveillance, I am familiar with the facts
and circumstances set forth in this Affidavit. Because this
Affidavit is being submitted for the limited purpose of
establishing probable cause to arrest, I have not set forth each
and every fact learned during the course of this investigation,
put gimply those facts which I believe are necessary to
establish probable cause to arrest.
A. Background

4. Tn the State of New York, drivers of certain
commercial vehicles, such as large buses and heavy
transportation trucks, must possess a commercial driver’'s
license (“¢CDL”). The DMV igsues CDLs in the State of New York,
in accordance with and subject to regulations issued by the
United States Department of Transportation (“DOT”), and in
accordance with the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law and
associated regulations.

5. In order to cobtain a CDPL from the DMV, all
applicants must pass a written or audio test covering various
subjects related to safely driving large vehicles and must
submit to the DMV a federal DOT medical form signed by a
physician. The DMV offers these (DL tests in English and

Spanigh and no other languages. The CDL written tests are in a

4
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multiple choice format; the audio tests consist of true or false
questions. The audio tests are listened to by an applicant
through headphones. The answers to both the written and audio
CDL tests are marked by an applicant on paper.

6. All of these CDL tests are “closed boock” tests,
meaning that test takers are not permitted to consult notesg,
books or other written materials while they are taking the test.
An applicant who passes a CDL written or audio test is
immediately given a temporary CDL learner’s permit at the DMV
Office where the test was taken. Approximately one week later
the DMV sends the applicant by the United States Postal Serxvice
a permanent photograph identification permit. Upon receipt of
the permit the applicant is eligible to take the CDL road test.
CDL permit-holders are algo allowed to practice driving
commercial vehicles if a CDL-holder is in the vehicle with the
CDL permit-holder. After passing the CDL road test, an
applicant may immediately obtain a temporary CDL at the road
test site from the licensed examiner, The applicant must visit
a DMV Qffice within seven to ten days later to have a license
amendment transaction processed before receiving a permanent CDL
by mail a couple of weeks later.

P Security guards are assigned to DMV testing

locations. These security guards are employed by a private

5



security company under contract with the New York State Office
of General Services. Bills for the services of security guards |
stationed at DMV locations are paid by the DMV.

B. The Investigation

8. I am currently one of two federal case agents
assigned to an investigation involving a group of individuals,
including security guards stationed at DMV Offices, who have
compromised the integrity of the examination process for
igsuance of New York State CDL learner’s permits and CDLs. This
investigation is being conducted by HSI, in conjunction with the
United States Department of Transportation-Office of Inspector
General (“DOT-0QIG”); the New York City Police Department
(“NYPD”); the New York State Inspector General (“NYS-OIG”); the
New York State Attorney General (“NYS-AG”); and the DMV.

9. The investigation has identified the defendants
AKMATL, NARZIKULOV, also known as “Soldier,” FIRDAVS MAMADALIEV,
DALE HARPER, also known as “Reds,” JOACHIM PIERRE LOUIS, also
known as “Jameson,” LATOYA RBOURNE, MARIE DANIEL, LUC DESMANGLES,
BEAYAEH KAMARA, JOSE PAYANQ, TANAEL DANIEL and INOCENTE RENE
GONZALEZ MARTINEZ, as congpirators in a scheme to compromise the
CDL: examination process at DMV Offices in Queens, Long Island

and Manhattan. As detailed herein, the defendants are involved



in a conspiracy to deprive the DMV of the honest services of its

security guard contract employees through mail fraud.

10. More specifically, as set forth herein the
investigation has revealed the following:

11. AKMAL NARZIKULOV, also known as “Soldier,” aided
by coconspirators, including FIRDAVS MAMADALIEV, has provided
CDL applicants with a coded pencil containing the answers to
audio CDL tests before the applicants take those tests.
NARZIKULOV has helped CDL applicants cheat in this manner at DMV
offices within the Eastern District of New York.

12, On occasion, NARZIKULOV also brings CDL
applicants to a DMV QOffice at 11 Greenwich Street in lower
Manhattan (the “Greenwich Street DMV Office”). At that Office,
NARZIKULOV obtains the assistance of a group of coconspirators,
including JOACHIM PIERRE LOUIS, also known as “Jameson,” JOSE
PAYANC, LUC DESMANGLES and TANAEL DANIEL. This group has
devised a scheme whereby applicants for CDLs are instructed to
leave the tesgting area and DMV Office, with their uncompleted
tests, after receiving surreptitious signals from security
guards, LATOYA BOURNE or BEAYAEH KAMARA, that they may do so.
The investigation has revealed that BOURNE and KAMARA have
received cash bribes for their agsistance in accomplishing the

test cheating.
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13. Upon exiting the Greenwich Street DMV QOffice the
cheating applicants are met by LOUIS, PAYANC, DESMANGLES or
TANAEL DANIEL. The cheating applicant’s test is then brought to
MARIE DANIEL, wheo completes the test nearby. Upon MARIE
DANIEL’s completion of the test LQOUIS, PAYANO, DESMANGLES or
TANAEL DANIEL return the test to the applicant, who then re-
enters the DMV and submits it for grading. On occasion, LOUIS
personally has removed an applicant’s test from the testing area
inside a DMV Qffice and carried the test to MARIE DANIEL for
completion,

14, The investigation has further revealed that DALE
HARPER, also known as “Reds,” has also employed the gervices of
LOUIS, MARIE DANIEL, PAYANO, DESMANGLES and TANAEL DANIEL to
help CDL applicants cheat on the CDL written tests. Moreover,
the cheating scheme involving the latter coconspirators is not
confined to the Greenwich Street DMV Office but has also
occurred at a DMV Office located at 159 East 125" Street in
Manhattan’s Harlem neighborhood (“the Harlem DMV Office”). At
that location ancther security gquard, INOCENTE RENE GONZALEZ
MARTINEZ, allows applicants to cheat on CDL written tests by
allowing the removal of the tests from the testing area, to be

then completed by MARIE DANIEL nearby.



15. Because many of the applicants who have cheated
on CDL tests through these schemes reside in the Eastern
Digtrict of New York, CDL learner’s permitg or CDLs that these
applicants obtained have been mailed or have been designated to
be mailed by the DMV to locations in the Eastern District of New
York.

C. Sourceg of Information

l6. During the course of the investigation, I have
received information from two confidential informante {(“CI-1”
and “CI-2"). CI-1 has been a confidential informant for one
year and several months. CI-1 has consistently provided
reliable information and is currently employed in the commercial
transportation industry. CI-1 hag no criminal history, save a
recent arrest for impersonating a police Officer. CI-1 has not
been paid for CI-1's information. CI-1 speaks Russian in
addition to English.

17. CI-2 has been a confidential informant for one
year. CI-2 also has no recorded criminal history, but has
voluntarily disclosed to law enforcement that he was involved in
a “sham” marriage designed to obtain United States citizenship.
CI-2 also gpeaks Russian and has consistently provided reliable

information. CI-2 has not been paid for CI-2’'s information.



18. In addition to information received from CI-1 and
CI-2, I have reviewed reports prepared by twoc undercover NYPD
detectives (“UC-1” and “UC-2"), who have pretended to be
applicants seeking assistance in passing written CDL tests,
through cheating.

19. I have also participated in surveillance with
other members of the investigative team at various DMV Offices
where cheating on the CDL tests has occurred. This surveillance
has been supplemented by video cameras installed at two of these
locations and still photographs taken by members of the
surveillance teams.

20. Unless otherwise noted, identification of a named
defendant is based upon a comparison of a photograph of that
defendant maintained in the records of the DMV or another
government agency, with video or in-person obgervations of that
defendant by law enforcement personnel participating in the
investigation.

D. (CI-1’s First Transaction With NARZIRULOV

21. During Spring 2013, both federal and state law
enforcement personnel received multiple reports of systematic
acts of cheating on New York State CDL tests. One such source

of informaticon was CI-1.
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5. CI-1 alerted state law enforcement officers that
a co-worker had told CI-1 that the co-worker had obtained the
answers to a CDL test in advance from a man known as “Soldier,”
in return for a fee of $2,000 - $2,500. The co-worker provided
CI-1 with a cellular telephone number used by “Soldier”

(hereinafter “NARZIKULOV cellphone 1”).

23. On May 12, 2013, CI-1, acting at the direction of
law enforcement, called “Soldier” at NARZIKULOV cellphone 1 and
informed him that CI-1 wished to obtain a CDL to operate a
school bus. “Soldier” told CI-1 that this would cost $2,500 and
directed C¢I-1 to meet him at 6:30 a.m. the following day at the
intersection of 68th Street and 8th Avenue in Brooklyn. This
conversation, between “Soldier” and CI-1, as well as all other
conversations between them, was conducted in the Rugsian
language.

24. At the designated date and time CI-1 arrived at
the degignated location, but “Soldier” never arrived. However,
around that time CI-1 received several unanswered callg from a
restricted number on CI-1’s cellular telephone.

25. On May 13, 2013, at approximately 12:20 p.m., at
the direction of law enforcement, CI-1 contacted “Soldier” at
NARZIKULOV cellphone 1 to reschedule their meeting. This

convergation was consensually recorded. “Soldier” instructed

il |
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CI-1 to c¢all him that night to confirm a date and time for the
meeting. At the approximate time of this conversation between
CI-1 and “Soldier,” NARZIKULOV was cbserved by state
investigators in conversation with JOACHIM PIERRE LOUIS at
Battery Place in the vicinity of the Greenwich Street DMV
Office.

26, As directed by “Soldier,” on May 23, 2013, at
approximately 7:00 a.m., CI-1 went to the intersection of 67th
Street and 8th Avenue in Brooklyn for their first meeting. CI-1
was equipped with a hidden recording device provided by law
enforcement. At approximately 8:00 a.m., “Soldier,” who has
been identified as AKMAL NARZIKULOV, arrived on foot and
directed CI-1 to NARZIKULOV’'s car, a white 2009 Toyota that was
parked nearby (hereinafter “NARZIKULOV’s car”).

27. (CI-1 and NARZIKULOV spoke briefly outside
NARZIKULOV’s car. Law enforcement personnel conducting
surveillance of the meeting observed NARZIKULOV reviewing the
surroundings in what appeared to be an attempt to ascertain
whether the meeting was being cobserved. NARZIKULOV directed CI-
1 to enter NARZIRULOV’'s car. CI-1 complied, and NARZIKULOV
asked CI-1 if CI-1 had a copy of the (DL test application for
the school bus driver’s test. When CI-1 replied that CI-1 did

not, NARZIKULOV began to search his car. CI-1 noticed that
12



NARZIKULOV's car contained numerous blank CDL test applications.
NARZIKULOV asked CI-1 for the fee they had previously discussed
on the phone. (I-1 counted out $2,000 in cash, which law
enforcement officers had provided to CI-1 for this purpose, and
gave it to NARZIKULOV.

28. CI-1 observed NARZIKULOV place the money in the
car’s glove compartment. NARZIKULOV then made a call on a
cellular telephone and spoke in a Russian dialect that CI-1 did
not understand. NARZIKULOV then drove his car around the block.
NARZIKULOV exited the car and entered the lobby of an apartment
building located in Brooklyn. The investigation has determined
that NARZIKULOV resides in that apartment building. <CI-1 and
law enforcement personnel conducting surveillance observed
NARZIKULOV have a conversation in the lobby with a woman, who
handed NARZIKULOV a plastic bag. NARZIKULOV returned to the car
with the bag, which CI-1 noticed contained multiple copies of
CDL test applications.

29. Thereafter, NARZIKULOV, acceompanied by CI-1, ;
drove to the intersection of 23rd Avenue and 64th Street in
Brooklyn, where a man who NARZIKULOV identified as a friend
entered NARZIKULOV's car, CI-1 has identified, from a
photograph array, a photograph of FIRDAVS MAMADALIEV as

NARZIKULOV's friend. During their time in the car, NARZIKULOV
13



and MAMADALIEV spoke a Russian dialect that CI-1 did not
understand.

30. NARZIKULOV drove the group to a DMV Office
located at 168-46 91st Avenue in Jamaica, New York (the “Jamaica
DMV Office”). According to CI-1, during the drive MAMADALIEV
repeatedly looked out the car’s rear and side windows as if
conducting counter-surveillance.

31. Upon their arrival at the Jamaica DMV Office,
NARZIKULOV instructed CI-1 to, when inside, reqguest an audio
version of the school bus CDL test, NARZIKULOV teold CI-1 that
the answers to the test were true or false and that a pencil
NARZIKULOV had given CI-1 earlier in the car contained CDL test
answers in code on the sides of the pencil. Specifically, the
pencil had a series of dots and dashes on its sides. NARZIKULOV
explained that these symbols reflected the correct true or false
answers for the audio version to a CDL test. After NARZIKULOV
instructed CI-1 on how to use the pencil, NARZIRKULOV counted out
some money, folded the cash and placed a paper clip over it,
NARZIKULOV then entered the Jamaica DMV Office, leaving CI-1 and
MAMADALIEV inside the car.

32. NARZIRULOV soon returned to the car holding a
folded paper that concealed another coded pencil, which

NARZIKULOV gave to CI-1. NARZIKULOV instructed CI-1 on where to
14
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go in the Jamaica DMV Office to request the CDL audio test.
Accompanied by MAMADALIEV, CI-1 entered the Jamaica DMV Office.
While CI-1 waited on line to get the test, MAMADALIEV remained
in the vicinity of where CI-1 was standing.

33. Upon reaching the clerk’s station, CI-1 requested
the audio version of the school bug CDL test. The clerk
informed CI-1 that the Jamaica DMV Office had only a Spanish
audio version of that test available, and CI-1 would have to go
to a different DMV location to obtain the English version,.
Then, CI-1 and an agent conducting surveillance of the Jamaica
DMV Office observed MAMADALIEV apparently sending a text
message. Thereafter, CI-1 and the surveillance agent observed
NARZIKULOV enter the Jamaica DMV Office and speak to a DMV
gupervisor.

34. The DMV supervisor then approached the clerk who
had interacted with CI-1 and directed the clerk to f£ind the
English audio version of the scheoecl bus CDL test for CI-1 and to i
further assist CI-1. The clerk complied, and with the
assistance of the coded pencil, CI-1 completed the test. The
test was graded in the Jamaica DMV Office, and a clerk informed
CI-1 that CI-1 had passed. C(CI-1 was then given a temporary
learner’'s permit to operate school buses. Approximately two

weeksg later, (QI-1’s school bus driver learner’s permit was
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delivered by United States mail to an address in the Eastern
District of New York.

35. TUpon returning to NARZIKULOV’s car, NARZIKULOV
required CI-1 to return the coded pencil back to him.

E. (CI-2's Transaction With NARZIKULOV

36. Federal agents received from a confidential
source familiar with NARZIKULOV'sS criminal activities the number
for a second cellular telephone used by NARZIKULOV (hereinafter
"NARZIKULOV cellphone 27). Agents gave this number to CI-2 who,
under law enforcement supervision, called NARZIKULOV and told
him that CI-2 had received the number from a mutual acquaintance
and that CI-2 was in need of NARZIKULOV's services.

37. On June 7, 2013, at apéroximately 6:05 p.m. CI-2
telephoned NARZIKULOV cellphone 2, at the direction of law
enforcement. During this conversation, which was consensually
recorded, CI-2 stated that CI-2 had been referred by a friend
who “told me I could call you with regard to . 