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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

___________________________ X
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AFFIDAVIT AND
COMPLAINT IN SUPPORT
- against - OF AN APPLICATION FOR
AN ARREST WARRANT
STEVEN LABIANCA,
(18 U.S.C. § 2251(a))
Defendant.
22-MJ-386
___________________________ X

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, SS:

MICHAEL BUSCEMLI, being duly sworn, deposes and states that he is a
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, duly appointed according to law and
acting as such.

In or about and between April 2017 and February 2021, both dates being
approximate and inclusive, within the Eastern District of New York and elsewhere, the
defendant STEVEN LABIANCA did knowingly and intentionally employ, use, persuade,
induce, entice and coerce a minor to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of
producing one or more visual depictions of such conduct, knowing and having reason to
know that such visual depictions would be transported and transmitted using any means and
facility of interstate and foreign commerce and which would be in and affecting interstate
and foreign commerce, which visual depictions were produced and transmitted using
materials that had been mailed, shipped and transported in and affecting interstate and

foreign commerce by any means, including by computer, and which visual depictions were



actually transported and transmitted using a means and facility of interstate and foreign
commerce and in and affecting interstate and foreign commerce.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 2251(a))

The source of your deponent’s information and the grounds for his belief are
as follows:!

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”),
and I have been in that role since 2015. I am assigned to the FBI’s Child Exploitation and
Human Trafficking Task Force, which investigates individuals suspected of being involved
in the receipt, distribution, possession and production of child pornography, and sex
trafficking, among other offenses. Based on my training and experience, I am familiar with
the laws regarding sexual offenses and how sexual offenses are commonly committed. 1
have gained expertise in how to conduct sex crimes investigations through, among other
things, training I have received in seminars and classes, and my daily work in relation to
these types of investigations. During these investigations, I have executed, or participated in
the execution of, numerous search warrants involving electronic devices. I have also
received training regarding computer technology and the way electronic devices are used to
further criminal activity, including sex offenses. As part of my responsibilities, I have
reviewed thousands of images depicting minors (persons less than eighteen years of age)

being sexually exploited by adults. Through my training and experience in these

' Because the purpose of this Complaint is to set forth only those facts

necessary to establish probable cause to arrest, [ have not described all the relevant facts and
circumstances of which I am aware.



investigations, [ have become familiar with methods of determining whether an individual is
a minor.

2. I am familiar with the facts and circumstances set forth below from my
own participation in the investigation, my review of the investigative file, and from my
conversations with, and review of reports made by, other law enforcement officers involved

in the investigation.

DEFINITIONS
3. For the purposes of this complaint, the following terms have the
indicated meaning herein:
a. “Child Pornography," as used herein, includes the definition in 18

U.S.C. § 2256(8) (any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct where (a) the production
of the visual depiction involved the use of a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct, (b)
the visual depiction is a digital image, computer image, or computer-generated image that is,
or is indistinguishable from, that of a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct, or (c) the
visual depiction has been created, adapted, or modified to appear that an identifiable minor is
engaged in sexually explicit conduct), as well as any visual depiction, the production of
which involves the use of a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct (see 18 U.S.C. §§
2252 and 2256(2)).

b. “Child Erotica,” as used herein, means materials and items that are
sexually arousing to persons having a sexual interest in minors but that are not, in and of
themselves, obscene and that do not necessarily depict minors in sexually explicit poses or

positions.



C. “Internet Protocol address” or “IP address” refers to a unique number
used by a computer to access the Internet. [P addresses can be dynamic, meaning that the
Internet Service Provider (ISP) assigns a different unique number to a computer every time it
accesses the Internet. P addresses can also be static, meaning an ISP assigns a computer a
particular IP address that is used each time the computer accesses the Internet. “Domain
name” is a name that identifies an IP address.

PROBABLE CAUSE

4, On or about October 2, 2020, FBI agents based in New York received
information from the Office for Combating Cybercrime, Cyprus Police HQ (“Cyprus
Authorities”) that an individual who identified himself as “Steve” from New York was
utilizing a Skype account with the account name “Original Geek” (“ACCOUNT-1"") and an
Instagram account with the account name “haulsropefasterr” (“ACCOUNT-2") to
communicate with and persuade minors to produce and send him sexually explicit images
and videos.

5. I have obtained evidence that shows that the defendant STEVEN
LABIANCA (“LABIANCA”) is the user of ACCOUNT-1 and ACCOUNT-2. Specifically,
in May 2020, Jane Doe 1, whose identity is known to me, told Cyprus Authorities that she
communicated online with an individual named “Steve” from New York. According to Jane
Doe 1, Steve used ACCOUNT-1 and ACCOUNT-2 to ask Jane Doe 1, when she was
between the ages of 15 and 17, to send him pictures and videos of Jane Doe 1 while she was
naked and engaging in sexual activities. Jane Doe 1 provided a screenshot of her

communications with Steve, and a photograph of Steve.



6. Based on my review of subscriber information for ACCOUNT-1, I
have learned, in substance and in part, that ACCOUNT-1 was registered with the account
name “Original Geek” and username “haulsropefasterr.” ACCOUNT-1 also lists the email
address “haulsropefasterr@aim.com” as its registered email address. I have also learned, in
substance and in part, that ACCOUNT-2 was registered from IP address 72.69.230.28 (the
“IP Address”) on November 7, 2016. Subscriber information for the IP Address indicates
that the IP Address is registered in LABIANCA’s name and is associated with an address in
Brooklyn, New York (the “Residence”) where LABIANCA resides. ACCOUNT-2 also lists
the email address “haulsropefasterr@aim.com” as its registered email address.

7. On November 19, 2020, I went to the Residence. I knocked on the
door and spoke with a man that resides at the Residence. I was able to identify the
individual that I spoke with as the same individual depicted in the photograph of Steve that
Jane Doe 1 provided to law enforcement. Having reviewed a photograph of Steve provided
by Jane Doe 1 and having met the defendant STEVEN LABIANCA in person, I believe that
LABIANCA is the individual Jane Doe 1 knows as Steve. Further, DMV records, including
a photograph and address information corroborate that the individual I spoke with at the
Residence is LABIANCA.

8. On or about December 9, 2020, the Honorable Roanne L. Mann, United
States Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of New York, issued a warrant authorizing
the search of ACCOUNT-1 (the “December 2020 Warrant”) for any and all information
related to violations of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2251(a), 2252A(a)(2),
2252A(a)(5) and 2242(b) (the “Subject Offenses™) for the time period January 1, 2016

through January 1, 2019. See Docket No. 20-MJ-481 (under seal).



9. On or about February 12, 2021, the Honorable Lois Bloom, United
States Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of New York, issued a warrant authorizing
the search of ACCOUNT-1 (the “February 2021 Warrant”) for any and all information
related to violations of the Subject Offenses for the time period January 1, 2019 through the
date of the warrant. See Docket No. 21-MJ-189 (under seal).

10.  Based on the records obtained pursuant to the judicially authorized
December 2020 and February 2021 Warrants, I believe that the defendant STEVEN
LABIANCA communicated via online chat messages with at least eight minors, all of whom
appear to have been between the ages of 13 and 17. In these chats, LABIANCA directed the
minors to take sexually explicit videos and pictures of themselves, including visual
depictions of the minors masturbating. Based on a review of the materials, the minor
individuals sent LABIANCA numerous photographic images and videos of themselves
containing child exploitative material as well as child erotica.

11.  For example, in or about and between August 2017 and January 2019,
both dates being approximate and inclusive, the defendant STEVEN LABIANCA
communicated via Skype with Jane Doe 1, who was 16 to 17 years old at the time and
resided outside of the United States. Initially, LABIANCA groomed Jane Doe 1, discussing
topics such as her school schedule and Harry Potter. The conversation gradually escalated,
and LABIANCA told Jane Doe 1, in substance and relevant part, “i want to either see you
live with a girl on camera, have you find a girl for a skype 3way or just find a girl to give me
as a present who will also do what i tell her.” On or about November 21, 2017, Jane Doe 1
sent LABIANCA a sexually explicit video and LABIANCA responded, in substance and in

part, “why is that so hot” and “im surprised you kept your panties on.” On or about



November 26, 2017, LABIANCA asked Jane Doe 1 “why is there still not a new version of
that vid?” Thereafter on or about November 27, 2017, Jane Doe 1 sent LABIANCA a
sexually explicit video, in which she is nude from the bottom half of her breasts and below
and vaginally masturbating with a foreign object.

12.  Similarly, in or about April 2017, the defendant STEVEN LABIANCA
communicated via Skype with Jane Doe 2, who appears to be between the ages of 13 and 15
years old. During that conversation, LABIANCA said the following, in substance and
relevant part: “wish I could lick and suck on those perfect nipples,” “I want to taste you. |

2 <6

wish I coluld [sic] see the source of that wetness,” “take some more teasy pics all around it,”
“i want to see that ass,” and “now we just have to figure out when I can get you on cam.”
Based on my training and experience, I know that persons who collect and maintain child
sexual abuse material use the word “cam” to refer to visual depictions of child pornography
on camera. During that conversation, Jane Doe 2 sent LABIANCA a photograph of herself
laying on a bed, nude from the waist up with her breast exposed, and a hand over her
genitals. Shortly thereafter, on April 23, 2017, Jane Doe 2 sent LABIANCA another
photograph via Skype of herself laying on a bed, and nude from the waist up with her breast
exposed. Several days later, after Jane Doe 2 explained that she was doing homework for
school, LABIANCA initiated a video call via Skype with Jane Doe 2. LABIANCA then
instructed Jane Doe 2 via Skype to “bend over...bring your legs closer but keep your arms n
the drawers...even closer and spread your legs wider...wider...reach underneath and rub.”
13.  On or about May 8, 2020, the defendant STEVEN LABIANCA

communicated via Skype with Jane Doe 3, who I have identified as a 15-year-old girl at the

time of the communication. LABIANCA repeatedly engaged in sexually explicit



communications with Jane Doe 3, and made sexual comments and requests to Jane Doe 3,
such as: “your feet look soft. I would probably ask for a footjob in person,” “have i
mentioned you have great tits? i want to pinch and bite them myself ”” and “your body is just
made for fucking.” On several occasions, LABIANCA also instructed Jane Doe 3 to
produce and send LABIANCA nude images and video. For example, on or about May 8§,
2020, LABIANCA gave Jane Doe 3 the following directions: “[N]ow i just kinda wanna see
more poses of you in this skirt and those legs or maybe even get you on cam and have you sit
cross legged or crawl around or bend over while i stare at you.” In addition, on other
occasions LABIANCA sent Jane Doe 3 requests such as, “be a good little slave and take 5
more pictures to help me cum” and “go to the bathroom and make a short video of you
pinching your nipples really hard and tonight when youre home you can make one with the
whip.” In response, on May 10, 2020, Jane Doe 3 sent LABIANCA a video file depicting
herself holding a cellular telephone that is covering her face while she lifts her shirt,
exposing her bare breast, and rubbing her nipples with her left hand.

14.  On or about May 11, 2020, as part of a highly sexual conversation, the
defendant STEVEN LABIANCA said to Jane Doe 3 in substance, “last time i [masturbated] i
was imagining what [another person] said about your thighs wrapped around her head. and
her eating you our [sic] making you squirm while i kept moving back and forth between
fucking her from behind and having you suck me off.” Later the same day, LABIANCA
asked Jane Doe 3 to “turn your cam on and bend over... and then let me know if theres any
other poses you want to show off.” Thereafter, Jane Doe 3 sent LABIANCA a photograph
of herself, in which she is nude and bent over with her genitals and anus exposed (the

“Photograph”). LABIANCA then sent the Photograph to another Skype user.



15.  Accordingly, I respectfully submit that there is probable cause to
believe that the defendant STEVEN LABIANCA used Skype to persuade minors, including
but not limited to Jane Doe 1, Jane Doe 2 and Jane Doe 3, to create sexually explicit visual
depictions of themselves and to send LABIANCA these visual depictions via Skype.

16. It is respectfully requested that this Court issue an order sealing, until
further order of the Court, all papers submitted in support of this application, including the
Application and Arrest Warrant, as disclosure would give the target of the investigation an
opportunity to destroy evidence, harm or threaten witnesses, change patterns of behavior, and
flee from or evade prosecution and therefore have a significant and negative impact on the
continuing investigation and may severely jeopardize its effectiveness.

WHEREFORE, your deponent respectfully requests an arrest warrant for the

defendant STEVEN LABIANCA so that he may be dealt with according to law.

MICHAEL BUSCEMI
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me by telephone this
4™ day of April, 2022

THE HONORABLE LOIS BLOOM
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK





