IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JAN 27 1026
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSELE
AT CHATTANOOGA :

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
) il
v. ) No.1:26-CR-_
JONATHAN D. FROST ) Judges 1K/ CHS
)
INFORMATION

The United States A ttorney charges:

COUNT ONE

CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT WIRE FRAUD
(18 U.S.C. § 1349)

L IF'rom in or about 2020 through no earlier than September 19, 2023, in
the Eastern District of Tennessee, and elsewhere, the defendant, JONATHAN D. FROST
(“FrROST”), and other co-conspirators known and unknown (“his co-conspirators™),
did knowingly combine, conspire, confederate and agree with each other, and with
others known and unknown, to commit offenses against the United States, including

violations of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343 (wire fraud).
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OBJECTS OF THE CONSPIRACY
2. Ttwas a part and object of the conspiracy that the defendant, FROST, and
his co-conspiratots, having devised a scheme and artifice for the purpose of
defrauding and obtaining money and property by means of materally false and
fraudulent pretenses and representations, would and did cause to be transmitted by
means of wire and radio communication, in interstate and foreign commerce, writings,
signs, signals, pictures, and sounds for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343.
MANNER AND MEANS
3. In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to accomplish the ends thereof, the
defendant, FROST, and his co-conspirators, used the following means, among others:
a. Defendant FROST and his co-conspirators contacted and caused to be
contacted individuals for the purpose of obtaining money based on
the intentional and material misrepresentation that the money would
be used to fund the construction of a facility that would use solar
energy to extract hydrogen from water (hereinafter, the “Hydrogen

Plant”), while in truth and in fact and as known to FROST and his co-
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conspirators, the money would be converted to the personal use of
FROST and his co-conspirators.

b. Defendant FROST and his co-conspirators used means of wire
communication in and affecting interstate commerce including,
without limitation, telephone calls, cellular telephone text messaging,
and the internet, to make intentional, material misrepresentations
including, without limitation, that investors’ money would be used
for the construction of a Hydrogen Plant.

c. On or about May 12, 2021, Defendant FROST received the sum of
$147,000 from an individual who is known and whose initials are
“C.F.,” based upon the material misrepresentation that FROST and his
co-conspirators made to C.F. that such money would be used for
construction of a Hydrogen Plant. Upon receipt of the $147,000
into a bank account they controlled, FROST and his co-conspirators
used none of the funds for construction of a Hydrogen Plant.

Instead, FROST and his co-conspirators
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converted the $147,000 to their personal use.
All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1349.
COUNT TWO
CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT MONEY LAUNDERING
(18 U.S.C. § 1956(h))

4.  The allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 3 are incorporated
herein by reference for the purpose of alleging conspiracy in violation of 18 U.S.C.

§ 1956(h).

5. From in ot about 2020 through no earlier than September 19, 2023, in
the Eastern District of Tennessee, and elsewhere, the defendant, FROST, and his co-
conspirators did knowingly combine, conspire, confederate and agree with each other,
and with others known and unknown, to commit money laundering offenses against
the United States, to wit;

a. to conduct and attempt to conduct a financial transaction that
involved the proceeds of a specified unlawful activity, that is, wire
fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, while knowing that the

transaction involved property representing proceeds of some form of
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unlawful activity, with the intent to promote the carrying on of a
specified unlawful activity, in violation of 18 U.S.C.
§§ 1956@)(HA)®);

b. to conduct and attempt to conduct a financial transaction that
involved the proceeds of a specified unlawful activity, that is, wire
fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, while knowing that the
transaction involved propetty representing the proceeds of some
form of unlawful activity, and while also knowing that the transaction
was designed in whole and in part to conceal and disguise the nature,
location, source, ownership, and control of the proceeds of specified
unlawful activity, in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1956(a)(1)(B)(i); and

c. to engage and attempt to engage in a monetary transaction that
involved property of a value greater than $10,000 that was derived
from specified unlawful activity, that is, wire fraud, in violation of
18 U.S.C. § 1343, while knowing that the transaction involved
criminally derived property, in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1957.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(h).
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COUNT THREE
CONSPIRACY TO DEFRAUD THE UNITED STATES
(18 U.S.C.§371)

6.  The allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 5 are incorporated
herein by reference for the purpose of alleging conspiracy in violation of 18 U.S.C.

§ 371.

7. From on or about January 1, 2021, the exact date being unknown, and
continuing thereafter up to and including the date of this information, in the Eastern
District of Tennessee and elsewhere, defendant FROST and his co-conspirators, did
unlawfully, voluntarily, intentionally and knowingly conspire, combine, confederate,
and agtee together and with each other and with other individuals both known and
unknown to defraud the United States for the purpose of impeding, impairing,
obstructing, and defeating the lawful Government functions of the Internal Revenue
Service of the Treasury Department in the ascertainment, computation, assessment,

and collection of the revenue: to wit, income taxes.
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MANNER AND MEANS

8. The manner and means by which the conspiracy was sought to be
accomplished included, among others, the following:

9. Advising clients to designate themselves falsely as partnerships for
purposes of filing income tax returns, in order to fraudulently appear to qualify for
deductions and exemptions to which they would not have been entitled as individual
filers.

10.  Advising clients to falsely and fraudulently deduct from their taxable
income as business expenses various expenditures that were in fact unrelated to
income-producing activities.

11.  The fraudulent preparation and filing of approximately 4,000 to 5,000
false income tax returns and amended income tax returns that Frost and his co-
conspirators knew to contain materially false taxable income information based upon
the knowing inclusion of materially false deductions and exemptions, which

collectively resulted in a tax loss of approximately $8,143,043.27 to the United States.
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OVERT ACTS

12.  In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to effect the objects thereof, the
following overt acts were committed in the Eastern District of Tennessee, and
elsewhere:

13.  Between approximately April 19, 2021, and August 2, 2021, FROST
transmitted to the Internal Revenue Service Forms 1065, Forms 1040X; and a
Form 1040, for tax years 2018 through 2020, for an individual whose identity is
known and whose initials are “K.S.,” which forms falsely reported partnership gross
receipts and business losses in a2 manner that resulted in tax losses to the United States
of approximately $20,205 for the 2018, 2019, and 2020 tax yeats, collectively.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.
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FORFEITURE ALLEGATIONS

1. The allegations contained in Counts One and Two of this Information
are hereby realleged and incorporated hetein by reference for the purpose of alleging
forfeitures pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §§ 981(2)(1)(C) and 982(2)(1) and 28 U.S.C. § 2461.

2 Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C), upon conviction of any offense in
violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 1349, any defendant so convicted shall forfeit to the United
States any property, real or personal, constituting or traceable to the proceeds of any
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1349, including but not limited to the following property:

A personal money judgment against the defendant and in favor of the

United States of an amount not less than $54,000,000, representing the

amount of proceeds obtained as a result of an offense in violation of

18 U.S.C. § 1349.

3. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 982(a)(1), upon conviction of an offense in
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956, any defendant so convicted shall forfeit to the United
States of America any propetty, real or personal, involved in such offense, and any
property traceable to such property, including but not limited to the following
property:

A personal money judgment against the defendant and in favor of the

United States of an amount not less than $70,000,000, representing
funds involved in an offense in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1956(h).
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4. If any of the property described above, as a result of any act or omission
of a defendant: (a) cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence; (b) has been
transferred ot sold to, or deposited with, a third party; (c) has been placed beyond the
jurisdicﬁon of the Coutt; (d) has been substantially diminished in value; or (e) has
been commingled with other property which cannot be divided without difficulty; the
United States of America shall be entitled to forfeiture of substitute propetty pursuant
to Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p), as incorporated by Title 18, United
States Code, Section 982(b)(1) and by Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461.

FRANCIS HAMILTON III
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

WA, QJQE b.a
Fraik M. Dale, Jr.

Frank Clark
Christopher Poole
Assistant United States Attorneys

INFORMATION PAGE 10 J.D. FROST

Case 1:26-cr-00004-TRM-CHS Document1 Filed 01/27/26 Page 10 of 10 PagelD
#: 10



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

AT CHATTANOOGA
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
) 1:26-cr-4
v. )
) Judge
JONATHAN D. FROST )
CERTIFICATION

The United States of America, by and through Assistant United States Attorney

Christopher D. Poole, certifies that the instant prosecution [] was X was not a matter or case

pending in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Tennessee, on or before

December 21, 2020.

FRANCIS M. HAMILTON III
United States Attorney

By:  s/Christopher D. Poole
Christopher D. Poole, BPR #019155
Assistant United States Attorney
1110 Market Street, Suite 515
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402
christopher.poole@usdoj.gov
(423)752-5140

Case 1:26-cr-00004-TRM-CHS  Document 1-1  Filed 01/27/26 Page 1of 1  PagelD
#: 11



CRIMINAL CASE COVER SHEET -
JAN 27 Qe
By: CJINDICTMENT [JSUPERSEDING Case Number: -
CZIINFORMATION (Requires AO 435 Waiver of Indictment for Felony Cases) - . ;-_;;_‘
I:IRULE . C“,l

UsA v. Jonathan D. Frost

Felony [IClass A Misdemeanor (40864 Consent form required at Initial Appearance)
[CIMisdemeanor (Not class A) [Petty Offense
Immigration Case
[IDefendant is being added to existing criminal case [ Zone A [ Zone B [ 11(c)(1)C)
[ICharges/Counts Added

Natms of nsianed ATSA: Frank Dale, Christopher Poole, Frank Clark

Matter Sealed: CJYES [XINO Place of Offense: Hamilton Co., TN

Clinterpreter Required Language:

Issue: CIWARRANT [CISUMMONS [IWRIT (Motion to be filed)

Arresting Agency: [CIDEA [CJATF [JUSMS [ZFBI []Other:

Current Trial Date (if any): before Judge
[]Criminal Complaint Filed Case Number:
[CIDefendant on Supervised Release Case Number:

Related Case/Attorney:

Case Number Attorney

Reason for Related Case Determination

Defense Counsel (if any): Lee Davis
[IFederal Defender C1CIA Retained
Appointed by Target Letter Case Number:
Appointed in Pending Indictment Case Number:

CHARGES: Total # of Counts for this Defendant 3

Title & Section Description of Offense Charged | New New Count # | Old Count #
Count?
Y orN
1 18 USC 1349 Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud y
2 18 USC 1956(h) | Conspiracy to Commit Money Laundering
3 18 USC 371 Conspiracy to Defraud the U.S.
(Attach additional page, if needed) i

Attorney Signature
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Case Number

CRIMINAL CASE COVER SHEET

USA v.

(Continued from Page 1)

Title & Section

Description of Offense
Charged

New
Count?
Y or N

New Count #

Old Count #
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