


AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

1. I, Special Agent William Grimmer, of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (“ATF”), swear as follows:

2. I am a “federal lawj enforcement officer” within the meaning of
Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 41(a)(2)(C), that is, a government agent
engaged in enforcing the criminal laws and duly authorized by the Attorney
General to request a search warrant.

3. I have been a Special Agent with ATF for over three years. I
have approximately eleven years of federal law enforcement training and
experience consisting of, but not limited to, the earning of a Bachelor of
Science Degree in the field of Engineering from Ohio University; the
successful completion of the Uniformed Police Training Program and
subsequent employment as a Uniformed Division Officer with the United
States Secret Service; the successful completion of the Criminal Investigator
Training Program and subsequent employment as a Special Agent with the
United States Department of Enlergy; prior to becoming a Special Agent with
the ATF. 1 successfully completed the ATF Special Agent Basic Training
(SABT). While employed in these positions, I received additional training in
subject matters specific to each position’s requirements in furtherance of law

enforcement duties. In connectjon with my official duties, I investigate a




variety of criminal violations related to arson, explosives, and the illegal
possession/use of firearms.

4.  I'submit this affidayit in support of a criminal complaint against
Terrance Lee HESTER Jr. As sgt forth herein, I have probable cause to
believe that HESTER Jr. has committed a violation of 18 U.S.C. § 844(1)
(damaging or destroying by fire a building used in interstate commerce).

5. The facts in this affidavit come from information obtained during
the course of a criminal investigation. The statements contained in this
affidavit are based on my own investigation of this matter, my training and
experience, and information learned and relayed to me by other law
enforcement officers. Because this affidavit is submitted for the limited
purpose of establishing probablejcause for a criminal complaint, it does not

include all information I have learned during this investigation.

PROBABLE CAUSE

6. On or about May 31, 2020, at approximately 12:53 a.m., Tampa
Fire Rescue (TFR) received reparts of a structure fire at the Champs sports
store (“the Champs store”), located at 2381 East Fowler Avenue, Tampa,
within the Middle District of Florida. The Champs store is in a building that

is a multi-unit shopping plaza. Upon arrival, TFR units found unit number

2381 of the shopping center—the Champs store—fully engulfed in fire.
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Kopelman determined from all the factors

observed at the scene and from the latent investigation that the fire was
incendiary and an act of arson.

14. Fire Investigator Kppelman also concluded that the intentional
act of throwing a flaming piece of cloth into a broken window of the Champs
store caused or contributed to the cause of the fire.

15. ATF Certified Fire{Investigator (CFI) Carl Anuszczyk reviewed
the findings of the FIU report and concurs with the findings documented by
Fire Investigator Kopelman.

16. The fire originating at the Champs store caused major damage to
the building. The current estimated value of loss is approximately
$1,250,000.00.

17. Bill Armstrong, the district manager for Footlocker, which
oversees Champs sports stores, confirmed that the Champs store sells a variety
of products obtained and manufactured outside of the state of Florida.
Therefore, the building containing the Champs store was used in interstate or

foreign commerce or in an activity affecting interstate or foreign commerce.
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25.  During the first week of July 2020, TPD and ATF made contact
with various friends and family members associated with HESTER Jr. and
Relative 1. Upon presenting these individuals with still photographs obtained
from the various video recordings, these individuals identified HESTER Jr.
and Relative 1.

26.  Furthermore, I have compared still video images of the suspect
who tossed a flaming piece of cloth into the Champs store (Attachment A)
with recent booking photographs of HESTER Jr. (Attachment B) and
determined HESTER Jr.’s age, face, hair and facial features match the
suspect.

27. Base on my training, experience, this investigation and
consultation with TPD, there is probable cause to believe that Terrance
HESTER Jr. is the individual observed throwing a flaming cloth into the
Champs store prior to the busingss being fully engulfed in flames on or about
May 31, 2020. By maliciously damaging or destroying a building being used in
interstate commerce by means of fire, or attempting to do so, HESTER Jr.

violated 18 U.S.C. § 844(i).
















AO 442 (Rev. 11/11) Arrest Warrant (Page 2)

This second page contains person:
and therefore should not be filed i

1 identifiers provided for law-enforcement use only
court with the executed warrant unless under seal.

(Nofifor Public Disclosure)

Name of defendant/offender:

Known aliases:

Last known residence:

Prior addresses to which defendant/offender may still

have ties:

Last known employment:

Last known telephone numbers:

Place of birth:

Date of birth:

Social Security number:

Height: Weight:
Sex: Race:
Hair: Eyes:

Scars, tattoos, other distinguishing marks:

History of violence, weapons, drug use:

Known family, friends, and other associates (name, reIalr'on. address, phone number):

FBI number:

Complete description of auto:

Investigative agency and address:

Name and telephone numbers (office and cell) of pretr;

al services or probation officer (if applicable):

Date of last contact with pretrial services or probation

hfficer (if applicable):






