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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA Sl-

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

0998

Plaintiff, VIOLAT]ON Mail Fraud, 18 U.S.C. § 1341
V.
ROBERTO HECKSCHER,

Defendant.

INFORMATION

The United States Attorney charges:

1. Between on or about 1979, and continuing through and including on or about June
2009, in the Northern District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant,

ROBERTO HECKSCHER,

knowingly executed and attempted to execute a scheme and artifice to defraud his investors, and
knowingly executed and attempted to execute a scheme and artifice to obtain, by means of
materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, money and property
from his investors, by arranging and brokering a series of purported commercial loans that the
defendant promised would generate regular interest payments to his investors, at an annualized
rate of return of between approximately 3.33% and 13%, with an average rate of return of

approximately 7%. These investments, memorialized in a series of promissory notes, began on
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or about 1979 and continued unabated until on or about June 2009.

In fact and contrary to his representations to his investors, the defendant did not invest the
investors’ funds as promised but instead operated a sophisticated “ponzi” scheme whereby new
investment money was transferred to existing clients as “interest payments.” The defendant used
the remaining portion of his investors’ funds for unauthorized purposes, including gambling and
speculation in the equities and commodities markets. This scheme and artifice has resulted, as of
September 2009, in a loss to investors in excess of at least $20,000,000.

2. On or about December 31, 2008, the defendant ROBERTO HECKSCHER, for the
purpose of executing the scheme and artifice to defraud, did place and caused to be placed in the
post office or other authorized depository for mail matter, or both, located in San Francisco,
California, an envelope addressed to investor A at his then current home address that contained
therein a check payable to investor A along with a payment stub and message to his investors.
This mailing contained therein materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and
promises that, among other things, the check represented an interest payment of 6% on an
existing loan principal of $15,000, so as to give the appearance that investor A had a current and
performing loan, when, in fact, defendant ROBERTO HECKSCHER had never arranged any
loan for the benefit of investor A and was merely transferring money from other investors in
order to lull investor A. This check and payment stub materially misrepresented ROBERTO
HECKSCHER’s true financial condition and lulled investor A into maintaining his prior
investment with the defendant.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1341.

DATED:_/# -4 -09

JOSEPH P. RUSSONIELLO
United States Attorney
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