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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW .]ERSEY

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : HON.

':

THOMAS SHANNON, | 21- U.S.C. S 846
a/k/a "Cuzzo" t 2l U.S.C. S 84L(a) (1)

: 18 U.S.C. S 92a(c) (1) (A)
: l-B u.s.c. s 922(g) (1)
: 18 U.S.C. S 1957

INDICTI{ENT

The Grand ,fury in and for the Dist.ricE of New Jersey,

sit.t.ing aE Newark, charges:

courirr oNE

1, From in or about. October 201-3 t.hrough in or about

March 201-4, in MonmouEh, Hudson and Middlesex Count.ies, in t,he

District. of New ,Jersey, and elsewhere. t.he defendant,

THOMAS SIANNON,
a/k/a "ctzzo, "

did knowingly and intent.ionally conspire and agree with others

to dist.ribuEe and t.o possess with intent to distribut.e

cont.rolled substances, specifically: (1) one kilogram or more of

a mj.xture or substance containing a detectible amount of heroin,

a Schedule I conE.rolled substance, and (2) a mixL.ure or

subst.ance cont.aining a det.ecE.able amount of cocaine, a Schedule

II controlled subsEance/ contrary to Tit.1e 21, Unit.ed States

Code, SecEion 841(a) (1) and (b) (1) (A) .
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2. At all times relevant to the Indictment, defendanE

THoMAS SHANNoN, a/k/a "Cuzzo" ("SHANNoN"), resided in or around

Jersey City, New .fersey, and was a supplier of heroin and

cocaine to various drug dealers in New ,fersey, including a

large-sca1e heroin distribuEion organization that operaEed in

Monmouth and ocean Countj.es (the "DTO").

OB.]ECT OF THE CONSPIRACY

3. The object of t,he conspiracy was to dj.stribute heroin

and cocaine in Monmouth County, New ,fersey and elsewhere for

profit.

MANNER AND MEANS OF THE CONSPIRACY

4. The manner and means by which SHANNoN and his co-

conspj-rators sought Eo accomplish the conspiracy included, among

other things, the following:

a. It was part of the conspiracy that SHANNoN obtained

Large quanEiEies of heroin and cocaine from others and Ehen sold

those narcoEics Eo individuaLs l-ocaEed in various parts of New

,Jersey, including leaders of the DTo.

b. It. was further part of the conspiracy that some of Ehe

heroin that SHANNoN dist.ributed was packaged in small- plastic

bags EhaE were "stsamped" with brand names or markings to

distinguish Ehe heroj.n from othdr narcotics being sold in or

around the Monmouth County area.
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c. It was furlher part of the conspiracy that SHANNON

acquired and possessed firearms in furtherance of his drug

trafficking opera!ions, including a Smith and Wesson .38 caLiber

revolver. serial number AC87515, and a Sturm, Ruger & Co., fnc.

.40 caliber handgun, serial number 34004150.

d. It. was furEher part of the conspiracy that SHANNON

and his co-conspirators used cellu1ar tel-ephones to communicate,

including Ehrough text messages, and that they used code

language to discuss drug transacEions. These communicaEions

included request.s for specific t)T)es of narcotics and quanEities

of such narcoEics, and discussions regarding the dates, times

and locations of meetings to transfer narcot.ics. For example,

on or about. December L7, 20J.3, SHANNON exchanged t.ext. messages

wilh a co-conspirator and leader of t.he DTO ("CC 1") in which

E.he t.wo made arrangements for SHANNON Lo provide CC 1 wiEh

cocaine and heroin. CC 1 asked SHANNON "What t.ime u pulling

out" and SHANNON repLied, "8." CC 1 then stated 'B there at

7:45" ar,d added "1"0 Kristine and 30sE," code language for ten

grams of cocaine and thirty bricks (i.e., grams) of heroin.

e. fE was further parE of the conspiracy EhaE SHANNON

purchased some of the heroin and cocaine thaE he sold from co-

conspirators in Callfornia. The co-conspirators in Cal-ifornia

senE Lhe heroin and cocaj.ne to Shannon in New ,fersey by shipping

it in packages through the United SEates PosEal Service (the



"Packages") . The Packages were senE from locations in

Cal-ifornia Lo a residence in Perth Amboy, New Jersey (the "Perth

Amboy Residence" ) , and another co-conspirator who resi.ded there

acceptsed each Package and t.hen contacted SHANNON and advised him

t.haE a Package had arrived. SHANNoN then retrieved Ehe Packages

f rom t.he Pert.h Amboy Residence.

f. fE was further parE of Ehe conspiracy that SHANNON

and his co-conspirators used numerous bank accountss, including

accounLs in t.he names of tshird parEies (t.he "Straw Accounts" ),

to deposit. and transfer back to California proceeds of SHANNON's

narcotics sal-es and to disguise the iIl-egal source of these

funds. Specifically, SHANNON's co-conspiraEors in California

sent him via text messages and other communications bank account

numbers associated wi.th the SEraw Account.s, and SHANNON or

others acEing at his dj-rection deposited Ehe i11egaI proceeds

into those accounts. The co-conspiraEors in California then

withdrew Ehe funds aE Iocal bank branch locations in Californi-a.

g. For example, on or abouE February 7, 2014, SHANNON

received numerous text messages from a co-conspirator in

California who was responsible for sending the Packages to

SHANNON ("CC 2"). In the Eext messages, CC 2 provided

informaEion relaEing to several Straw AccounEs that SHANNON used

Eo transfer narcoLics proceeds tso CC 2. One text message

stated, "HEREZ 6 FOR THA $50, 000," and t'hen subsequent' texts



messages provided account names and numbers for approximately

six differenE bank accounEs, including one in CC 2's name.

After t.hese communicat.ions , SHANNON deposited cash into the

St.raw Accounts and CC 2 and others acting at his directlon

subsequent.ly withdrew the funds from bank locations in

Cal i fornia .

h. It was furt.her part of the conspiracy that SHANNON

used an apartmenE in Asbury Park, New ,fersey and an apartment in

Long Branch, New \Tersey as sEash houses aE which he and other

co-conspiraEors broke down, packaged, and sEored heroin and

cocaine (the "Asbury Park Stash House" and "Long Branch St.ash

House" ) . SHANNON picked up t.he Packages from the Perth Amboy

Residence and brought. them to t.he Asbury Park and Long Branch

SL.ash Houses Eo prepare tshe heroin and cocaine for disLribution

to others.

fn violation of Till-e 21, United States Code, Section 846
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coutillr Two

1. Paragraphs 1 through 4 of Count one of the Indictment

are hereby incorporat.ed and realleged as if fulIy set forth

herein.

2. On or about. March 20, 20]-4, in Monmouth CounLy, in the

Distsrict of New .Jersey, and elsewhere, t,he defendanE,

THOMAS SHANNON,
a/k/a "Cuzzo, "

did knowingly and intsentionally possess witsh intent to

disEribuEe conErol-Ied substsances, specifically: (1) 100 grams or

more of a mixt.ure and substance conEaining a deEecEable amount.

of heroin, a Schedule I controll-ed subsEance; and (2) 500 grams

or more of a mixture and subsEance containing a detectable

amount of cocaine, a ScheduLe II conErolfed subsEance.

In viofat.ion of Titl-e 2l-, Uni.ted SEates Code, Section

841(a) (1) and (b) (1) (B) .
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COUI{IIT THREE

1. Paragraphs 1 t.hrough 4 of CounE One of the Indictment

are hereby incorporat.ed and real-leged as if fu1Iy set forth

here in .

2. On or about March 20, 20f4, in Monmout.h and Hudson

CounEies, in t.he DisErj-ct of New Jersey, and elsewhere, t.he

de fendant. ,

THOMAS SHANNON,
a/k/ a "Cuzzo, "

having been convj-cted of a crime punj-shable by j,mprisonment for

a term exceeding one year in E.he Superior Court of New ,Jersey,

Monmouth County, did knowingl-y possess, in and affecting

commerce, firearms; nameJ.y a Smith and Wesson .38 caLiber

revolver, serial- number ACE7516, and a Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

.40 caliber handgun, serial number 34004160.

In violaE.ion of Til1e 18, United States Code, Section

e22 (g) (al .
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COUNT FOUR

1. Paragraphs 1 Ehrough 4 of Count one of the Indictment

are hereby incorporat.ed and realleged as if fu11y set forth

herein -

2. On or abouE March 20, 20a4, in MonmouE.h County, in the

Distsrj.ct of New Jersey, and elsewhere, the defendant,

THOMAS SHANNON,
a/k/a Cvzzo,

during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, that i.s,

conspiracy to possess wit.h intent, t.o dist.ribuEe heroin and

cocaine. as charged in Count One of Ehis Indictment, did

knowingly and inEenEionally possess a firearm in furEherance of

Ehe drug Erafficking crime.

In violation of Title 18, UniEed St.ates Code, Sectlon

924 (c) (1) (A) (i) and Titfe 18, United States Code, Sect.ion 2.
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COII}iI1T FTVE

1. Paragraphs 1 through 4 of Count One of the fndicEmen!

are hereby incorporated and realleged as if fuI1y bet forth

herein,

2. on or about the date set forth beIow, in t.he District

of New Jersey, and elsewhere, the defendant,

THOMAS SHANNON,
a/k/a Cuzzo ,

knowingly engaged and att.empted t.o engage in a monetary

transact.ion involving criminally derived property of a value

great.er than $10,000 tshae was derived from a specified unlawfu]

act,ivit.y, namely, possessj,on wiEh intent t.o disE.ribuEe heroin

and cocaine and conspiracy Eo possess with intent. Eo distribuEe

heroin and cocaine, contrary to Title 18, United StaEes Code,

sections 841(a) (1) and 846:

In violaEion of Tj-t1e 18, United SEaEes Code, Section

1957 and TiEIe 18, UniEed StaEes Code, Section 2.

Approximat.e Date Financial
fnstitution Involved

Approximate val-ue of
Monetsary Tranaaction
Exceeding $10,000

February 7, 2074 Cash deposiEs into
personal bank
accounts of third
parties as provided
t.o SHANNON by CC 2

$24 ,900
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FORFEITURE ALLEGATION

1. The allegations contained in CounEs One through

Five of this IndictmenE are incorporated by reference as though

set forth in fuI1 herein for the purpose of al-leging forfeitsures

pursuanE t.o 18 u.s.C. SS 981(a) (1) (C) and 924 (dt, and 28 U.S.C.

s 2461.

2. Upon convicLion of the offenses set forLh in

Counts One through Five of Ehis IndicEment, the defendant,

THOMAS SHANNON,
a/k/ a Cuzzo,

shall forfeit Eo the United States aLL properE.y, real or

personal-, that const.itutes or is derived from proceeds traceabl-e

to vioLations of 18 U.S.C. SS 841-(a) (1) , 846, 922 (S) (1),

92a(cl (1) (A) , and 1957, which consEiEuEe a specified unlawful

activiEy wit.hin t.he meaning of 18 U.S.C. S 981(a) (1) (C) ,

including, buE not Iimited to, t.he following; $123,293 in United

SEaEes currency; a 2006 Mercedes Benz R50, Vehicle

fdenEification Number ("VrN) 4,JGCB75E05A002897; a 2005 Acura

TSX, VIN .IH4CL96885C024556; a SmiEh and wesson .38 cafiber

revolver, serial number ACE7515; and a Sturm Ruger and Co. Model-

P-91-DC .40 caliber handgun, serial number 34004150.
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gubs ELEute Asset s P{g-YLS-}on

If any of the above-descrihed forfeiLable properLy, as

a result of any act or omission of t'he def endant:

(a) cannot be Locat'ed upon Lhe exercise of due
diligence;

(b) has been transferred or sold Lo, or deposited
wiLh, a t.hird person;

(c) has been placed beyond the jurisdicLion of the
Court;

(d) has been substantially dimlnished in value; or

(e) has been commingled with oEher property which
cannot be subdivided wj-Ehout diffi-cu1ty;

it, is the intent. of t.he United StaLes, pursuanE to 2L U.S.C.

S 853(p) , as incorporated by 28 U.S.C. S 246:..(c), Lo seek

forfeit.ure of any other property of said defendant up t.o the

value of the above forfeit.able property.

A TRUE BILL

FOREPERSON

PAUL J. FISHMAN
uRi-t.ed sLates ALtornelz
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CASE NIIMBER:

United States District Court
District of New Jersey

I'NITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

THOI4IAS SHA}iINON,
a/k/a "Cuzzo"

INDICTMENT FOR

PAUI, iI . FI SHMAN

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
NEWARK, NEw JERSEY

NICHOLAS P. GRIPPO
ASSISTANT U. S. ATTARNEY
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