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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 0 Ju 1T PH 3 b

4
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO CLERK-LASC n

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,
Vs.

RONALDO GALINDO LOPEZ-
ESCOBAR, a.k.a. “Tio Roni,”

JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a.
“Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,” a.k.a.
“Chicken,”

ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Pepe,”

WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Hands,”

KAREN STEFANY HERNANDEZ-
VANEGAS,

JUMILCA SANDIVEL HERNANDEZ-
PEREZ,

ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ, and
WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ,

Defendants.
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CRIMINALNO. 2Y-9S) K6

Count 1: 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(v)():
Conspiracy to Transport and Harbor
Illegal Aliens;

Count 2: 18 U.S.C. § 1956(h):
Conspiracy to Launder Money.

INDICTMENT

The Grand Jury charges:

Count 1

From on or about March 13, 2020, and continuing to on or about April 7, 2023, in Dofia

Ana County, in the District of New Mexico, and elsewhere, the defendants, RONALDO

GALINDO LOPEZ-ESCOBAR, a.k.a. “Tio Roni,” JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a.

“Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.

“Pepe,” WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Hands,” KAREN STEFANY

HERNANDEZ-VANEGAS, JUMILCA SANDIVEL HERNANDEZ-PEREZ, ELI



ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ, and WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ, unlawfully,
knowingly and intentionally combined, conspired, confederated, agreed, and acted
interdependently with each other and with other persons whose names are known and unknown
to the Grand Jury to commit an offense defined in 8 U.S.C. §§ 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) and (iii),
specifically, transporting and harboring illegal aliens.

Manner and Means

The manner and means by which the defendants, RONALDO GALINDO LOPEZ-
ESCOBAR, a.k.a. “Tio Roni,” JOHl\} DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,”
WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Hands,” KAREN STEFANY
HERNANDEZ-VANEGAS, JUMILCA SANDIVEL HERNANDEZ-PEREZ, ELI
ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ, and WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ, sought to
accomplish the objectives of the conspiracy included, among other things, the following:

L It was part of the conspiracy that beginning on an unknown date no later than
2020, RONALDO GALINDO LOPEZ-ESCOBAR, a.k.a. “Tio Roni,” organized and led a
transnational criminal organization with associates in Guatemala, Mexico, and the United States
(collectively, the “Lopez Crime Family,” hereinafter referred to as, “LCF”).

2 It was further part of the conspiracy that co-conspirators of RONALDO
GALINDO LOPEZ-ESCOBAR, a.k.a. “Tio Roni,” coordinated with and facilitated the
smuggling of Central Americans through Mexico and into the United States in Southern New
Mexico and elsewhere.

3. It was further part of the conspiracy that ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-

AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” and WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Hands,”



coordinated with Mexican human smugglers, including JUMILCA SANDIVEL
HERNANDEZ-PEREZ and JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” to cross undocumented aliens from Guatemala through Mexico, and into the
United States through Southern New Mexico.

4. It was further part of the conspiracy that upon smuggling undocumented aliens
into the United States through Southern New Mexico, ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Pepe,” and WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Hands,” would oversee
and direct a network of mid-level smugglers including ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ and
WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ, who assisted in carrying out the day-to-day operations
of the LCF human smuggling business, including the crossing, transportation, and harboring of
undocumented aliens.

5. It was further part of the conspiracy that KAREN STEFANY HERNANDEZ-
VANEGAS, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ, and WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ
received deposits and made payments to co-conspirators through peer-to-peer money transfer
applications that were derived from the LCF’s human smuggling activity, constituted payments
for the costs of the day-to-day operation of the LCF’s human smuggling business, and were
conducted on behalf of the leadership of the LCF.

Overt Acts

In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to effect the objects thereof, the following overt

acts, among others, were committed in the District of New Mexico, and elsewhere:
Overt Act One

In November 2020, ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” instructed

Co-Conspirator 1 to purchase a house in Deming, New Mexico so that it could be used as an

alien smuggling stash house (the “Premises™).



Overt Act Two
On or about November 4, 2020, ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” instructed Co-Conspirator 1 to enter into a real estate contract with the sellers of the
Premises.

Overt Act Three

On or about November 4, 2020, ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” authorized Co-Conspirator 1 to transmit to the sellers a $15,000 down payment on the
Premises.

Overt Act Four

On or about December 31, 2020, WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Hands,” received a $200 Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI
LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Five

On or about January 19, 2021, WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ sent Co-
Conspirator 1 a $600 Zelle deposit, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Six

On or about July 9, 2021, WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ sent Co-Conspirator

1 a $500 Zelle deposit, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.

“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.



Overt Act Seven

On or about September 3, 2021, WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ received a
$500 Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Eight

On or about October 28, 2021, WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ received a $500
Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.
Overt Act Nine
On or about January 10, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $1,000
Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.
Overt Act Ten
On or about January 11, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $1,500 Zelle deposit from Co-
Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United

States for the LCF.



Overt Act Eleven

On or about January 12, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $800 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Twelve

On or about January 31, 2022, ELT ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $475 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Thirteen

On or about February 4, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $500 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Fourteen

On or about February 22, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $3,500
Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Fifteen

On or about February 22, 2022, ELTI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ, received a $1,100
Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,
a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Sixteen

On or about March 15, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $1,500 Zelle deposit from Co-

Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
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constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United
States for the LCF.

Overt Act Seventeen

On or about March 30, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive three Zelle deposits totaling $3,000
from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,”
that constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the
United States for the LCF.

Overt Act Eighteen

On or about April 2, 2022, JUMILCA SANDIVEL HERNANDEZ-PEREZ received a
$1,500 VIAMERICAS money wire from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI
LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Nineteen

On or about April 18, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $500 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Twenty

On or about April 19, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $600 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.

“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.



Overt Act Twenty-One

On or about April 22,2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $530 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Twenty-Two

On or about April 26, 2022, ELTI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $600 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Twenty-Three

On or about April 27,2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $500 Zelle deposit from Co-
Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United
States for the LCF.

Overt Act Twenty-Four

On or about April 27,2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $2,000 Zelle deposit from Co-
Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United

States for the LCF.



Overt Act Twenty-Five

On or about April 29, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $500 Zelle
deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.

Overt Act Twenty-Six

On or about June 3, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive two Zelle deposits totaling $3,500
from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,”
that constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the
United States for the LCF.

Overt Act Twenty-Seven

On or about June 5, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive two Zelle deposits totaling $2,000
from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,”
that constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the
United States for the LCF.

Overt Act Twenty-Eight

On or about July 22, 2022, Co-Conspirator 3 received a $130 Zelle deposit from KAREN
STEFANY HERNANDEZ-VANEGAS, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien

smuggling business.



Overt Act Twenty-Nine

On or about August 8, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $3,500 Zelle deposit from Co-
Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United
States for the LCF.

Overt Act Thirty

On or about August 9, 2022, WHISKEY HANS LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a.
“Hands,” received a $730 Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI
LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Thirty-One

On or about August 14, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive two Zelle deposits totaling $3,000
from Co-Conspirator 3, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,”
that constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the
United States for the LCF.

Overt Act Thirty-Two

On or about August 22, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ received a $1,500
Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO,

a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien smuggling business.
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Overt Act Thirty-Three

On or about September 9, 2022, KAREN STEFANY HERNANDEZ-VANEGAS
received a $700 Zelle deposit from Co-Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Thirty-Four

On or about September 9, 2022, JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a.
“Enano,” a.k.a. “Chicken,” utilized a nominee to receive a $700 Zelle deposit from Co-
Conspirator 2, on behalf of ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that
constituted proceeds owed to JOHN DOE, a.k.a. “Chikis,” a.k.a. “Chiquis,” a.k.a. “Enano,”
a.k.a. “Chicken,” for assisting in crossing undocumented aliens from Mexico into the United
States for the LCF.

Overt Act Thirty-Five

On or about September 12, 2022, ELI ADONIS ESTEBAN-LOPEZ sent Co-
Conspirator 3 a $500 Zelle deposit, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien
smuggling business.

Overt Act Thirty-Six

On or about September 12, 2022, WENRY GABRIEL GOMEZ-LOPEZ sent Co-
Conspirator 3 a $2,500 Zelle deposit, intended to be paid to ELVIS BERSAI LOPEZ-
AMBROSIO, a.k.a. “Pepe,” that constituted operational expenses for the LCF’s alien

smuggling business.
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