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UNrrro Srarps Drsrnrcr CoURT
for the

District of New Mexico

United States of America

CaseNo. 3O- W-\ \ jO
)

)

)

)

)
)

)

Derek Nicholas Padilla (YOB: 1990)

I )efendantlsl

CRIMIN.A.L COMPLAINT

I, the complainant in this case, state that the following is true to the

On or about the date(s) of 20 202Q in thc

State and Districl of New Mexico , the defendant(s)

beliel.

in

Code Sec'lirsn

18 U.S C. Section 641

Offense

Thett of Governmeht,'Property

This criminal complaint is based on these facts:

See attached Affidavit.

d Continucd on thc attached sheet.

Srvorn to bcfore me by telephorle or other reliable electror-ric means

[)are: MaY 27 ' 2o2o

Carleen Fischer, BIA Special Agent

siBtaturc

Printed name and litle

Fashing, U.S. Magistrate(iity and stale Albuquerque, NM
Printed name drld title

_"caeuEllilfrgff,Bf.

,_ 
trAY 2g 

?0?0
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IN 'l'l IIr t INITIID SI'A]'ES DISTRICT COURT
FOR'fHE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO

tjnited States o[ America

VS
Case No

Name: Derek Nicholas Padilla
Bom: 1990

(FILE, UNDER SEAL)

AFFIDAVI't

I, Carleen Fischer, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and llows:

I am a Spccial Agcnt with the Department of lnterior, Bureau of Indi Office of Justice
:t ,,

Services, Northcrn Pucblos Agency have been with the Burre,au of Indian Affairs since

Septembcr, 2000. My primary dutigs,are investigating major crimes, including violent crimes

that occur on the tndian Reservations to which I am assigncd. I havs a Bachclor's Dcgrce from

Oklahoma Statc L-lnivcrsity, and I l-rave over nineteen years of law enforcement experience with

the Bureau of Indiarr Afthirs, Office ol'Justice Services. I complctcd the Basic Criminal

Investigation Training Course at the Federal Law Bnforcement Training Center in Glynco,

Georgia, and Courncil uf [,aw Enforcemsnt Educatiorr and Training Basic Police Academy in

Oklahoma. In addition I have maintained at a minimurn the 40 hours ofjob related annual

proltssional trainings. I have over l2 years conducting investigations of violsnt and non-violent

Federal crimes within Indian Country. I have over five years working in a supervisory capacity

working $,ith [ribal policc as well as Iredcral. State and Tribal partners.

r,:l :
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This affidavit is made irr support of an Arrest Warrant against Derek Nicholas Padilla, (YOt):

1990.1 for the following crimes: l8 USC $ 641. Theft of Covernment Property.

I'he rnlbrmation set {brth in this affldavit is known to rne as a result of,my own investigation

and/or has bccn communicated to me by law enforcement officers with the Bureau of Indian

Aflairs (BIn). Officc of Justice Services, Noflhern Pueblos Agency, New Mexico State Police,

and the Santa Fe County Sheriff s Department.

The evcnts sct out herein occurred at the BIA Storage Compound on

Cuyamunguc Road, Santa Ire County, in rhe State and Distr ew Mexico.

Compound is located within the boundaries of thc Pueblo of

Thc victim is the Bureau of Indian Affairs - Northern Pueblos IA hkay

Owingch, Ncw Mcxico, is a Federal agency for the purpose of I8 U.S
:

'l'he suspt.ct, iderrti{ied as I)erek Nicholas Padilla, YOB: 1990, is a non-lndian male. Derek

Nicholas Padilla will be rcf'crrcd to as Padilla within this affidavit.
.

:

F'c County Shcriffls Dcpartment Office (SFCSO) Deputies rcsponded to

an abandoned vehic:lc located on Arroyo Cuyamungue Road, Santa Fe, NM. The vehicle is

describcd as a 2019 QX50 lnfiniti SUV, grcy in color, Liccnse Plate : Tennessee, Manufacture

-t'ag #53DL32, VIN 3PCAJ5M33KF'109866. SFCSO Deputies tried to identi$ the registered

owner by running the vehicle license platc and thc Vchicle Identification Number (VIN).

llclu,cvcr. thc vchrclc did not rLrturn to a regislered orvncr. Deputies examined contents inside

rhe vehicle to try and fincl owner infbrmation and observed an EBT card with thc namc Dcrek

Padilla. Dcputies also noticc several tirearms in the hatchbacl</back seat area of the vehicle.'l'he

I

2
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serial numbers on the firearms were ran through the National Crime Information Center (NCIC).

As a result. some ol'the firearms were identified to belong to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office

of Justice Services. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Police Officer Bryan King was dispatched to

the scene.

Thc arca where the grey SUV was located was on a road entering Nambe Pucblo lands which is a

gated road. -l'his road lcads to a BIA-NPA Office of .lustice Scrvices (OJS) and

::

storagc compound building, which is within a t'enced/gated

Officer Bryan King resporrded to tlre scene he proceeded to

went to the BIA storagc compound to chcck and scc if the bu was

thc building, OIJIce r King noticcd thc door to thc BIA-OJS Il

shut whcn he touchcd thc door. IJIA Special ) Carleen F

rcsponded to the scene. After

, After

and

W

was

and

the was graphed prior to

ew Mexico, where it wasbeing towed to the main IllA- v

secur.ed unti i a lull search and inventory could be cotrductcd

IJIA Oftrcers and Agent(s), alorrg with SFCSIJ Deputies proceeded to the BIA-NPA storage

comporrnd. After eiearilrg the burilding, SA Fischer and Olficers processed the scene and

collccted evidence, During the search, agent(s) and otljccrs noticcd the wires on the building

security system, located in the BIA-OJS Evidence room, had been cut and the system had been

removed. There was indication that someone had been living in the building as there was

clothing under a desk in one of the offices. In addition, boxes of Meals Ready-to-Eat (MRE's)

belonging lo tslA Fire Agency, had been opened and some were laying on the desk. There were

also empty MRE,'s and plastic bottles in the trash near the MRE, boxes. BIA NPA Forestry

cmploycc, Norrnan Jojola, arrived on scene to identify missing items from BIA Fire. Mr. Jojola

3
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confirmed a2019 truck, which was parked in one of the bins was missing. '[-he vehicle was

describe as a White liord F-250, 4 door, pickup truck (utility truck), with government license

Plate: Ci633736W, VIN: llrl)7W2I]6XKDI:82250. The vehiclc was entered into NCIC as a

stolen vehicle.

While at the compound, SIr(lSD l)eputies advised they spotted I)erek Padilla and made contact

ra,ith hirn afler spotting him between tu,o trailers locatecJ on Nambe Pueblo Iands, approximatcly

Paditla initiall,v cxpressed him being surprised and stated "they" leftthe carthere? Padilla was

told his F.llT card was found in the car by the driver's seat. Padilla eventually admitted the car

was his and that "people" clid bring him "stuff'but he didn't know it belonged to the BIA. SA

Fischer asked horv lre af'fords a new Intlniti being homeless and his admission of being a heroin

addict. Padilla stated he bought the car off someone for $900.00, from his stimulus check.

Padilla stated there were people that lrad a "bunch of rifles" and they nceded him to transpoft

them. Padilla was asked who these people were and Padilla responded HF' knew these people that

needed a ride. I'adilla stated he gave them a ride and hetped out. Padilla stated he met "them", a

male and female, at the Apply Valley Estates I-{ousing (Espanola, NM) at the park. They were

sittirrg at thc park with a big bag and were trying to sell the guns so Padilla was driving them

4

lact

and was transport to the BIA NPA with

l'adilla. he was advised he was

l-re had been trarrsporled hy law

not

enforceme nt. Padilla w.aived his right-s and agreed to
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around. Aocording to Padilla the couple got into a fight and walked off, leaving the firearms in

his car. When asked about if anyone purchased any olthe guns, Padilla said nobody bought any,

The interview was concluded.

On this sarne day (March 20,2020), BIA Agents and a K9 Officer conducted a search of the

QX50 Infiniti, at the BIA-NPA Office. During the search, an EBT card with the name Derek

Padilla; Notice of Docket Call for Derek Nicholas Padilla from the Statc of New

I:c County Magistrate Court in Santa Fe, and twelve firearms were found ins vehiclc. Thc

twelve llrearnrs were verii'red as stolen liom the BIn -NPA-OJS Compound,

conllrmed througlr an inventory that was conductcd on May 2l dur ing

thc scarch of thc Inllniti wcrc: Brccn lca[y substancc and whitc ln

w'ith evider-rce tapc identilled to be evidence liom thc BIA NPA Evid

his MRE's matching thc

with "Character: Isobel,

NM, Season I ", which linked the

vehicle to a vehicle stolen from Santa F-e Studios, Santa Fe, NM

On May 21.2020. t3tA Special Agent (SA) Lyle tsenally confirmed the abandoned QX50 Infiniti

lrad been stolen fiom the Santa Fe Studios in Santa lle, New Mexico. Studio employees had

discovcrcd thc vchiclc rnissing as SA Benally was contacting them to confirm the vehicle had. in

f'act, been stolen. The SFCSD was notified and took an incident report of the stolen vehicle on

this same day. Deputies stated the vehicle was belicved to have been stolen between May 16,

2020 and May 21,2020.

5
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On May 22,2020. at 9:34 p.m. BIA K9 Officer Vigil was traveling on North Paseo De Onate,

[spanola, New Mexico. when he obse rved a white truck with a govcrnrnsnt ]icense plate . This

vehicle was identified to be the White Ford F-250, 4 door, pickup truck (utility truck) that was

stolcn from thc BIA NPA Storagc Compound. The vchiclc was dcscribcd to incrcasc spccd

rcsulting in a policc pursuit. Thc vehicle failcd to stop, and continucd to travel in a rcckloss

manner while eluding police. The vehicle crashed, two suspect(s) rand from the crash

located the two suspects and both r,vere deuined. The suspects were identified

(YOB: 1990) and Rrian Pacheco (YOB: 1990). The crashed vehi w

door, pickup truck (utility truck), with government license P

I FD7W2B6XKEF82250.

33736W, VIN

The Pojoaque Tribal Police State Po with theand

investigation of the r

Among itcms in thc

incident.

truck wcrc

the v

with

fbund in the QX50 In{inity. 't'he is the i g agency in regards to the crash

investigation. The vehicle was towed to the BIA-NPA OJS Office in Ohkay Owingeh wlrere it

was secured

On Ma1'24,2020. at l:35 p.m-, BIA Lieutenarrt Warren Candelaria was contacted by SFCSD

Corporal Josh David who advised they had just arrested Dsrek Padilla for breaking into a studio

in Sanla FE, New Mexico and was currently in custody at the Santa Fe County Detention Center

in Santa Fc, Ncw Mcxico. SA Fischcr confirmed thc shcrifts officc this studio was the same

studio where the QX50 Inflrriti was stolen tiorn. SFCSD advised Padilla was attempting to steal a

.Ieep.

6
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Ilased on the t'acts as set fbfth in this affidavit, there is probable cause cxists to arrest Derek

Nicholas Padilla, YOB: 1990 forthe followingcrimcs l8 U.S.C. $ 64l,Theftof Govemmcnt

Property.

lswcar that this inlonnation is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Itespectfully

Spccial Agent
Bureau ol'lnd

Sworn to belore rne by
telephone this 27th day
of May,2020.

Approved by telephone by SA Kyle Nayback, on May 27.2020.

S
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COMPI-AIN'f as to Delek Nisholas Padilla ( 1). (eh)

\O1'F. lrr arr cli-rr-t to rcduce papcr and p()stage cosr.s, ttrc Ntrtice of'Elcctronic Filing (NEF) witl not be included withthis

vor-rr ('Vt [-('l] .rr.['ACL.tt accoLrnt. You rnay also vieu,the NEIrs at one ol our public terminals located at the coufthouses in
Albr-rrprcrqr-rc, Las ('rlccs. and Sarrta Fe.


