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The enclosed victim information is provided by the United States Department of Justice.  
As a victim witness professional with the United States Attorney's Office, my role is to assist you 
with information and services during the prosecution of this case.  I am contacting you because 
you were identified by law enforcement as a victim during the investigation of the above criminal 
case. 
 

Charges have been filed against defendant(s) Edwin Fujinaga, Junzo Suzuki, and Paul 
Suzuki.  The lead prosecutor for this case is Steven W. Myhre.  The main charge is categorized 
as fraud.   

           
Victims of all crimes under federal investigation are entitled to services under the Victims' 

Rights and Restitution Act, including notification of court events.  For further details, please refer 
to Title 42 United States Code sections 10607. 
 

Now that charges have been filed in federal court, victims of the charges filed are, in 
addition, entitled to the following rights, according to the Crime Victims' Rights Act, Title 18 
United States Code section 3771:  (1) The right to be reasonably protected from the accused; (2) 
The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any public court proceeding, or any parole 
proceeding, involving the crime or of any release or escape of the accused; (3) The right not to be 
excluded from any such public court proceeding, unless the court, after receiving clear and 
convincing evidence, determines that testimony by the victim would be materially altered if the 
victim heard other testimony at the proceeding; (4) The right to be reasonably heard at any public 
proceeding in the district court involving release, plea, sentencing, or any parole proceeding: (5) 
The reasonable right to confer with the attorney for the Government in the case; (6) The right to 
full and timely restitution as provided in law; (7) The right to proceedings free from unreasonable 
delay; and (8) The right to be treated with fairness and with respect for the victim's dignity and 
privacy. 



 
Please understand that these rights apply only to victims of the counts charged in federal 

court, and thus you may not be able to exercise all of these rights if the crime of which you are a 
victim was not charged.  In any event, we will continue to provide you with notifications and 
services unless you tell us not to.  We will make our best efforts to ensure you are provided the 
rights and services to which you are entitled.  It is important to keep in mind that the defendant(s) 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty and that presumption requires both the Court and our 
office to take certain steps to ensure that justice is served.  While our office cannot act as your 
attorney or provide you with legal advice, you can seek the advice of an attorney with respect to 
the rights above or other related legal matters. 
 

Additionally, please be aware that most criminal cases are resolved by a plea agreement 
between the United States Attorney's Office and the defendant.  You should also know that it is 
not unusual for a defendant to seek to negotiate a plea agreement shortly before a trial is scheduled 
to begin.  Plea agreements can be made at any time and as late as the morning of trial, leaving 
little or no opportunity to provide notice to you of the date and time of the plea hearing.  If the 
court schedules a plea hearing in this case, we will use our best efforts to notify you of available 
information as soon as practicable.  If you want to inform the prosecutor of your views regarding 
potential plea agreements, or any other aspect of the case, please contact the prosecutor assigned to 
this case or me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
//signed// 
 
Debra Waite 
Victim Witness Coordinator 

 
 


