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January 20, 2016 Latverno

The Honorable Loretta E. Lyoeh
LS. Department of Justice

950 Penpsylvania Avenoe, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001
The Honorahle James 3. Comey
FRI Headguarters

935 Pemmyylvimia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20535-0001

Madam Attarney Cencral and Thircetor Comey:

Farlier inday | spoke with Mr. Comey 1o share mry issues with the handling of the ovcupation of
the Malheur National Wikdlie Refuge by armed radicals,

The eitizens of Harmey County arc resilient and diverse and include members of the Buns-Falne
Tribe, Like most Oregoniung, those fom Harpey County have o history of resolving difficult
tssues through u collaborative approach, They have worked hard through the vears w develop
the Malhewr Refuge Comprehensive Consarvation Plan, the Hamey County Werlands Initattve,
the Harney County Restoration Collaborative, the Harney County Wildfire Collaborative, and
SageCon. hiig for this work that they should be recomizedd, and vet the national focus has
instend been fixed on outsiders seeking (o exploit and manipulate 2 local mager for their own
agenda.

A you are both aware, for more than two weeks now, these radicals have been allowed 1w sty
uidaw lully in the reluge approximately 30 miles to the south of Burs, Oregon, in Humey
County, While 11 is ensy 1o assume that an occupation in such a remote location doos not threaten
public safety and does not harm any victims. that pereeption is far from accurate.

Fyven before the events of fanuary 2, 2016, the local community was put under straio by the
presence ol omsiders who made vnreslistic demands and begim harassing law snlorcement and
their family members. While all were prepared for a tense bu fawful protest on January 2 in the
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enforcement contact or interacuon. The residents of Tlarney County are being intimated in their
own homectown by armed criminals who appear o be sesking occasions for confrontation.

''he hurm being done to the Innocent men, women and children in Hamney County i3 real and
maniest. With cach passing day. fensions increase exponentially.

In addition 10 the federal agems deploved in town, the Oregon State Police and countics and
cities from around the state are continuing to deploy addiional oilicers to enhance local pairol
and communily safety. The reality is that thig s not a sustainable law enforecment model for an
exiended period of time.

Beesuse this occupanon has occurred on federal land, i1 3s appropriate that the FBT and other
federal faw enlorcement entities arc the leaders on uny response o it, and we anpreciate the
recomition of their responsibility in 1his sifustion, They asked state officials, including me, 1o
Iimit our public comments, which | bave done. with considerable difficulty,

However, for the eliizens of Larney County and indeed all Oregonians, 1 must insist on & swifl
resolution w this maver. Tfforts to ncgotiaie have not been successful, and now it is vnelear wha
sleps, if any, federal authorines might tuke (o bring this untenable sitaation o an end und reswre
normaley to this community,

I requesi on behall ol my fellow Oregonians thal you instrect vour agencices 1o end the amlaw(ul
oceupaiion of the Malheur Natonal Wildhile Refuge as sately and quickly as possible.

Governor Kate Brown

BA L Pvissh
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The Tonoeshle Barack Olarmag
Prosiders of the Lndeed States
The Whiis Tlonse

1601 Penmsy i dovense, BOW,
Wazhingtow, D0 20800

Mr Presiden

Op Jdapasy 1%, 2006, 5 spehe with Daouty Asstslant e D Prosicdent and Divecior of
Bcrgovermments] Affies Jorry Alwamson o share my conearas with the handliog of the
svcuzatione ol the Malteur Nadopn! WildEf: Roftee by armed wadivals, Toduy | spobe
with James Comey, Dirvecty of the Feders! Borem of Investipation, T followed up on
these vomversations by sending Lthe enelesed feller.

Drering my conversstions, | sonveyed the banm sl is being done io the eifizang of
TTarney Cownty hy the nesisarion, and the pecessity thar this walavwefnl ooeupaion cay
pencelully wmd without Turther delay from lederal Taw enloreoman.

v behall ol ak Orcgenims, Tappreciawe your considerigion o oy desire @ see this
SIRIATION COMme TO & ciose, and § thagk you for your timely slienton 1o this matior,

| [E:J\‘“&'f%'t‘ﬂi;;"]} w1,

Crovormor Fate Brown

BB N

254 STATE SAPITOL, SALEN OF 973G1-20487 (303) 378-311 1 FAK (S05) 3785070
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