
AFFIDAVIT

I, Cl,rristian Jardin, having been ciuly sworry state as follows:

1. I am a Special Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and

Explosives ("ATF"). I am assigneci to ATF's Proviclence office, and have been a Special Agent

*,ith Atn since 2001. Basecl on my h'aining and experience as an ATF Special Agent,I am

familiar with federal filearrns and narcotics laws. As an ATF Special Agent, I have been

involved, either as lead agent or as a member of an investigative team, in nurnerous firearms

and narcotics investigations.

. 2. I submit this affidavit in support of a criminal complaint charging Thealeah

Ducrpu of Proviclence, Rhocle Island (who was born in 1976) witln

(u) possession of 28 grams or more of cocaine base with intent
to dish'ibute, in violation of 21 U.S.C. $ B 1(a)(1) and
(bx1xB),

(b) 
$i:ffl:f:?;i 3:,'E?ili(t?il;l.i"di(tif;'' 

*

(.) clish'ibution of cocaine base, in violation of 21 U.S.C.
$ 8a1(a)(1) and (b)(l)(c),

(.1) possession of firearms in furtherance of a clrug trafficking
crirne, in violation of L8 U.S.C. $ 924(c), ancl

(") being a felon in possession of firearms, in violation of 18
u.s.C. S ezz(g)(t).

3. The facts and information contained in this affidavit are based on my owl1

investigation as well as information provided to rne by other law enforcement agents involved

in this investigation. This affidavit does not contain all facts known to me about this

investigation; I include only those facts that I believe are necessary to establish probable cause.

Criminal History

4. My review of Duopu's criminal history records indicates that he has been

convicted of two Rhode Island felony offenses. Irr 2003, he was convicted on two counts of

carrying a pistol without a license and sentenced to 10 years of incarceration with l year to
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serve and 9 years of probation. In 2013, he was convicted on one count of possession of a

. controlled substance and sentenced to 3 years of incarceration urith 90 days to setve ancl 33

months of probation.

October 20th Transaction

5. On Octobe r 19,2015,an agent acting in an undercover capacity (the

"lJnclercover") and a rnale spoke by telephone. The Undercover asked the male for 7 glarns of

coc4ine base; the male said it would cost $375. They agreed to meet the next day for the

kansaction.

, 6. On October 20,2015, the male and the Undelcover spoke by telephone. The male

and the Undercover agreed to meet at a restaurant on Ann Mary Sh'eet in Pawtucket, Rhode

Island. Shortly thereafter, the Unc{ercovel went to the restaurant, and from there telephoned

ancl spoke to the male. The male sairi he was on his way to the restaurant.

7. A short time later, the Duopu arriveci at the lestautant in a brown Buick sedan

bearing Rhode Island license plate number BR-822 (the "Buick"). A check of vehicle registration

records uraintained by the DMV indicated that that the Buick was registereci to Duopu. The

Undercover stepped into the Buick ancl saw Duopu in the clriver''s seat. There was no one else

in the car. As the Undercover and Duopu conversed, the Undercover recogllized Duopu's voice

as the voice of the male he had spoken to by telephone earlier that day and the cLay before.
\

8. The Undercover gave Duopu $375, and Duopu gave the Undercover a clear

plastic bag containing material consistent in appearance and textule with cocaine base. After

the transaction, the Unclercover stepped out of tl-re Buick, and Duopu drove away. Later field-

testing of the material indicatecl the presence of cocaine base, and the bag anci material weighed

approximately 8.3 grams.

October 26th Transaction

9. On Octobet 25,2015, the Ur-rdercover ancl Duopu spoke by telephone. The

Undelcover asked Duopu for 1,4 gl'ams of cocaine base, and Duopu said it would cost $725. The

parties agreed to meet the next day for the transaction.
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10. On October 26,2015 the Unclercover went to the restaurant on Ann Mary Street

in Pawtucket. A short time later, Duopu arrived in his Buick. The Undel'cover stepped into the

car and saw Duopu in the driver's seat. There was no one else in the car. The Undercover gave

Duppu $725, and Duopu gave the Undercover a clear plastic bag containing material consistent

in appearance and texture with cocaine base. Aftel the tlalsaction, the Undercovel'steppecl out

of the car, ancl Duopu drove away. Latel field-testing of the matelial indicated the presence of

cocaine base, and the bag ancl material weighed apploximately 13.5 grams.

11. After the kansaction and after the Unclercover ancl Duopu hac{ parted company,

the Undercover telephonerl Duopu, ancl complained that the cocaine base purchasecl was less

than tl're agreed upon 14 grams. Duopu said he would make up the errolon the next

transaction.

October 30th Transaction

. 72. On October 27,2015, the Unclercovel ancl Duopu spoke by telephone. The

Undercover asked Duopu for 28 grams of cocaine base, and Duopu said it would cost $1,500.

The parties agreecl to meet on October 30 for the transaction.

13. On the morning of October 30,1aw enforcement agents saw Duopu's Buick

parked bellind the buildin g at 1,6 / 18 Violet Sh'eet in the tenants' parking area. A biack Subaru

sedan bearing Rl-rode Islalcl license plate number CN-170 (the "Subaru") was also in that

parking area. A check of DMV records revealed that the Subaru was a rental car.

1.4. At approximately 1":26 prn, Duopu ancl the Undercover spoke by telephone.

Duopu said that he was ready to proceed with the h'ansaction, ancl the Unclercover went to the

restaulant on Ann Mary Street in Pawtucket.

15. A short time after the call, law enforcement agents went to the buildingatl6/1,8

Violet Street. The Buick was still parked behind the building. The Subaru was no longer there.

1.6. Law er-rfolcement agents proceedec{ to the building at 108 Ethan Sheet, and at

approximately Zpm, they saw the Subaru depart from the area of the building. The agents
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followed the Subaru. It travellecl c{irectly from the area of 108 Ethan Street to the restaurant on

Arur Mary Stleet in Pawtucket.

17. When the Subaru arrivecl at the restauran! the Unclercover steppecl into the car

anrl. saw Duopu in the driver's seat. There was no one else in the car. The Undercover gave

Duopir $1,500, and Duopu gave the Unclercover two clear plastic bags, both containing material

consistent in appealance and texture with cocaine base. Latel field testing of the material

indicatecl the presence of cocaine base, ancl the bags and material weighed approximately 28.4

grarns. (The material in flre bags has not been weighecl separately from the bags, and it is

possible that the material alone will weigh less than 28 grams.)

18. After the cocaine base transaction, the Unclercover and Duopu spoke about

firearms. The Undercover saicl that his associates had stolen several guns and inquirecl whether

Duopu was interested in obtaining any of the stolen guns. Duopu indicated an interestbut

specifiec{ that he wanteci revolvers. He said that he alreacly had several semi-automatic pistols.

Soon after that conversation, the Unclercover stepped out of the car', and Duopu clrove away.

November 3rd Transaction

19. On Novernber 2,2075, the Unc{ercover anci Duopu spoke by telephone. The

Undercover asked Duopu for'56 grams of cocaine base, and Duopu saicl it would cost $3,200.

The parties agreecl to meet the next day for the transaction.

20. On the afternoon of Novemb er 2, 2015, a law enforcement agent was watching

the building at 108 Ethan Street in Proviclence. At approximately 2:48 prn,the agent saw Duopu

step out of a sicle-door, which was positioned towarcl the front of the building and adjacent to

thedriveway. The agent saw Duopu secure that side-dool with a key anci then leave in the

Subaru.

21,. On the morning of November 3,2015 plior to LL:45 am, an ATF agent clrove to

the building at L08 Ethan Street and saw a red Pontiac sedan bearing Rhode Island license plate

number 475-469 (the "Pontiac") parked on the driveway. A check of vehicle registlation recorcis

maintained by the DMV indicatecl that the Pontiac was registered to Duopu.
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22. At around 11:45 am on November 3, the Undercover went to the restaurant on

Arur Mary Sh'eet ir-r Pawtucket and from thele spoke to Duopu by telephone. The Undercover

said he haci arrivecl at the restaurant. Duopu saicl he was o11his way.

' 23. At approximately 11:53 am, a law enfolcement agent saw Duopu arrive in his

Buick at the building at 108 Ethan Street. Duopu pulled the car into the rear of the driveway

and entered the building through the side-door', which he hacl been seen utilizing earlier in the

investigation. He openecl that door with a key. Several minutes later, he came out of the same

door, secured it with a key, and left the area in his Pontiac.

24. Agents follor,rred the Pontiac. It travelecl clirectly from 108 Ethan Street to the

restaurant on Ann Mary Street in Pawfucket.

25. At the restaulant the Unclercover steppecl into the Pontiac and saw Duopu in the

driVer's seat. There was 1ro one else in the cal. Tire Unclercover gave Duopu $3,200, and Duopu

gave the Undercover a clear plastic bag contairring material consistent in appearance ancl

texture with cocaine base. Later field-testing of the material inciicated the presence of cocaine

base, and the bag and material weighed approximately 52.2 grams.

26. I have observed the plastic bag and rnaterial obtained in this transaction, ancl I

recognize the bag to be consistent with a cofiuno11 sanclwich bag. These sorts of bags are

routinely used by narcotics traffickels to package nalcotics. Based on my training and

experience, I know tl-rat these sorts of bags generally weigh less than 5 grams, and accordingly, I

believe that the rnaterial obtained in this h'ansaction is in excess of 28 glarns.

November 10th & 12th

' 27. On Novembel 10,2075, the Undercover and Duopu spoke by telephone ancl

comrnunicated by text message. The Undercover asked Duopu for cocaine base, ancl Duopu

agreed to provide it. The parties agreed to meet at alound 11oon on November 12,2075 for the

transaction.
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28. Prior to November 12,2015, ATF acquired federal vrzarrants to search multiple

locations in connection with this investigation, including Duopu's person and the fi'ont,

glound-floor apartment of the building located at 108 Ethan Street in Providence, Rhode Island.

' 29. At approximately 12:48 prn, the Undercover and Duopu spoke by telephone and

agreed to meet at the restaurant.

30. At approximately 1:10 pm, law enforcement agents, who were positioned outside

the building at 108 Ethan Street, saw Duopu arrive at the building in the Subaru and enter the

building through the sicle-door, which he had been seen utilizing earlier in tire investigation.

Duopu opened the cloor with a key. At approximately 1:18 pm, the agents saw Duopu emerge

from the builclir-rg and lock the side-door with a key. Agents approacl-red him and executed the

warrant to sealch his person.

31. On Duopu's person - allin one pocket - a law enfolcernent agent found a set of

keys, $538 in cash, two cellular telephones, and two clear plastic bags containing material

consistent in appearance and texture with cocaine base. Latel field-testing of the material

indicated the presence of cocaine base, and the bag and material weighed approximately 69.1

grams.

. 32. Duopu was advised of his Constitutional rights, he indicatecl that he was willing

to answer questions, and he was interviewecl. He said, among other things, that he had

additional cocaine base in the apartment frorn which l-re hacl just emerged; that he had a gpn in

the apartment and that it was in a jacket pocket; that he had numerous drug customers; and that

he was unemployed and had been selling nalcotics for the past 10 years.

' 33. Law enforcernent agents executecl the warrant to search the front, ground-floor

apartment of the builciing located at 108 Ethan Street. Using the keys obtained from Duopu,

agents opened the side-door, the door from which Duopu had emergecl prior to coming in

contact with law enforcement agents. That door openecl directly into the front, ground.floor

apartment. Inside the apartment was a bedroom. The door to the bedroom was locked and was

6 of8



forcecl open. Later agents were able to urdock the door using the keys obtained from Duopu.

Inside that bedroom agents found, among other things, a shoe and two garbage bags.

34. In the shoe, agents found two clear plastic bags contairring material consistent in

appearance and texture rn ith cocaine base. In both garbage bags, agents found substantial surns

of money, in total approximately $20,000. In one bag, alongside the money agents found a thircl

clear plastic bag containing material consistent in appearance and texture with cocaine base and

a jacket containing a .25 caliber Intlatec semi-automatic pistol (serial number 001,647).

. 35. Later fielcl-testing of the material in the three clear plastic bags inclicated the

presence of cocaine base, anrl the bags and material therein weighecl approxirna tely 6L.7 grams.

36. Examination of the pistol revealed that it was loaded, narnely that it had a rouncl

in the firing chanrber. Thele were two aclclitional rounds of ammunition in the pistol's

magazme.

37. Also found in the beclloom was a credit card bearing Duopu's name, another

cellular telephone, Duopu's ACI prison identification, and corresponclence bearing Duopu's

name.

. 38. In the apartment kitchen, agents founcl a digital scale. I l.:now from rny kaining

and experience, that narcotics traffickers use digital scales to measure narcotics for clistribution.

39. Basecl on my cliscussion with Special Agent Kevin McNamara, who has received

specialized training in cletermining where gun manufacturers make their guns, I know that

Inh'atec pistols are rnanufachtrecl outsicle Rhode Island.

. 40. Thele is probable cause to believe that where a gun is found in close proximity to

narcotics or narcotics proceeds, the prn is being usecl to safegrrarcl the narcotics and proceecls,

and thele is probable cause to believe that the gun found in this investigation was being used to

safeguard the narcotics and cuffency found alongside the gun. I arrive at these conclusions

based on the followir-rg inferences derivecl from my trairring, experience, 01' corrrnon sense:

' (u) money foulcl in the possession of one who is unemployecl and who has
been selling narcotics for ten years is likely proceeds from the sale of
narcotics;
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narcotics h'afficking is a dangelous activity, and it is not uncommon for
narcotics traffickers to possess firearms to protect their narcotics and the
proceecis obtained from selling narcotics;

placing a handgun in close proximity to narcotics or proceeds from the
sale of narcotics makes it easier to use the handprn to plotect the
narcotics or proceeds;

pistols that are loacied can be more readily fired than pistols that are not
loaded ancl can thereby provicle an addecl measure of security.

Conclusion

41. Based on this inJormation, I believe that there is probable cause to believe that

Deiendant conrmitted the offenses set folth in palagraph 2, namely Defendant possessed on his

person or in his apaltment in excess of 28 granrs of cocaine base for the purpose of distlibution;

in one hansaction dishibuted in excess of 28 grams of cocaine base to the Undercover; in other

transactions distlibuted lesser quantiLies of cocaine base to the Undercover; possessed a gun in

furtherance of a drug trafficking crime by virtue of possessing a gun to safeguald tl-re cocaine

base he possessed for dish'ibution and proceeds from his sale of narcotics; and was a felon in

possession of a firearrn.

(b)

(C)

(d)

ecial

ibecl and sworn before me
th clay of lrj.ovembet 2015,

ATRICIA A.SULLR″ AN
United States Magish'ate Juclge
District of Rhode Island
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